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In 1940, the Rev, Ray Davey volunteers for field
work with the YMCA in North Africa, He helps estab­
lish a centre in Tobruk to be used by all faiths to care
for the social, physical, and spiritual needs of those
engaged in desert warfare, In 1942 he is taken prison­
er of war and held near Dresden, where he witnesses
the allied bombing of the city, in which huge numbers
of civilians died,

After returning home, the Rev, Davey is appointed
as the first Presbyterian Chaplain to Queen's
University Belfast, He establishes a Community
Centre as the focal point for his work.
1963-64

Following a series of visits to Christian
Communities of Reconciliation in Italy (Agape) and
Scotland (The lona Community), a group is formed
to explore the idea of a new Christian Community
in Northern Ireland, The group searches for suit­
able premises,

1965
(February)

A holiday guest house called "Corrymeela" is pur­
chased, Corrymeela, meaning "The Hill of
Harmony," is adopted as the name of the new
Community, Volunteer work camps repair and ren­
ovate the building,

(October)
The Corrymeela Centre is opened officially by

Pastor Tullio Vinay, founder of the Agape
Community,
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The Rev. Ray Davey is elected as part-time
leader.

1966
Corrymeela marks the fiftieth anniversary of the

Republican Easter Rising in Dublin by holding a
conference entitled "Community 1966, a joint
Protestant and Roman Catholic Conference." Such a
joint venture is unique at this time. The Prime
Minister of Northern Ireland, Capt. Terence O'Neill,
uses the opportunity to make a plea for reconcilia­
tion between Catholics and Protestants.

A number of other significant conferences are
held at Corrymeela which contribute to the develop­
ment of volw1tary movements and organisations,
such as the Northern Ireland Housing Association,
the Northern Ireland Hospice Movement, the
Northern Ireland Mixed Marriage Association and
Integrated Education.

Members of the Community run Summer Family
Weeks at Corrymeela for those who can't afford hol­
idays, Volunteers lead programmes with families,
children, and pensioners. Work camps of volunteers
continue to renovate and adapt the buildings and
the site.

1968-69
The protest movement for civil rights is overtaken

by violence marking the beginning of what is
referred to as "the troubles."

1970
Corrymeela members are involved in Community

Projects in Belfast, and run Summer Play Schemes
in potentially troubled areas,

Individual members of Corrymeela are involved
in the formation of Alliance, a political party whose
aim is to attract both Protestants and Catholics.

1971
On 9th August, 300 people are interned on suspi­

cion of having paramilitary connections, This is fol­
lowed by widespread violence in Belfast and
Londonderry. Intimidation of families segregates
housing into Protestant estates and Catholic
estates.

Corrymeela hosts displaced families at its centre
and the nearby town of Ballycastle. The work with
families living under stress continues as a central
priority for Corrymeela.
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(September)
The Cross of Nails is presented to Corrymeela,

introducing Corrymeela to an international network
of Christian Centres of reconciliation.

1973
The first full-time director of the Corrymeela

Centre is appointed,
A long-term volunteer programme called "Serve

and Learn" commences,
Volunteers give a year's vollmtary work in return

for learning new skills, This supports the develop­
ment of more extensive programmes.

A playgrowld at Corrymeela is opened in memory
of a community worker who was killed for his work
for reconciliation,

1973-74
The Corrymeela Singers and Players are formed

as a means of promoting the message of reconcilia­
tion through music and drama.

1974
The Rev. Ray Davey becomes full-time leader of

Corrymeela. A house is purchased in Belfast as an
administrative base and resource,

1976
"Coventry House" is built at the Ballycastle

Centre to accommodate the international vohmteer
team. The house is a gift of the Community of the
Cross of Nails.

The Youth Village is built to accommodate the
expanding youth work. First full-time workers are
appointed for CommunitylFamily Programmes and
Youth Programmes.
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Community member Maura Kiely, whose son was
murdered by paramilitaries, forms the "Cross
Group" as a support for those who have lost mem­
bers of their family through violence,

1977
Political conference at Corrymeela on the theme

"A Critical Look at Direct Rule,"
1978

The Cottages are opened as an additional
resource for residential work. By this time the
Ballycastle Centre has three residential units, The
House with 50 beds, The Village with 32, and the
Cottages with 32, This means that three separate
programmes can take place concurrently,

1979
"The Croi" (Irish for "the heart") is opened as a

building for worship and social meetings,
A full-time programme worker in Christian

Education is appointed,
1980

The Rev, Ray Davey retires and the Rev, John
Morrow is appointed leader of the Community,

1981
(March)

A major political conference, "Models of Political
Cooperation," is organised at Queen's University
Belfast, in partnership with the Glencree
Community of Reconciliation based in Dublin,

(June)
The first "Summerfest," an all-age Christian edu­

cation festival examining current issues in the light
of faith is held, The theme is "Your Kingdom Come"
and Mother Teresa of Calcutta is the keynote
speaker. Summerfest is a regular part of
Corrymeela's programme, It is held every two to
three years, and normally attracts 1,000 partici­
pants,

1983
Corrymeela members take a leading role in the

newly formed "Inter-Church Group on Faith and
Politics," It continues to publish documents emerg­
ing from the inter-church group's discussions on
current issues,

A Roman Catholic priest is appointed as a mem­
ber of the staff,

First Conference for Catholic and Protestant cler-
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gy is held.
1984

Full-time schools worker is appointed.
1985

Understanding Conflict Project commences. This
is a joint venture between Corrymeela and the
University of Ulster, bringing Corrymeela's practi­
cal experience of working for reconciliation within
an academic framework, providing training for pub­
lic and other bodies such as the police, trade unions,
local government, etc.

1986
Sanctuary Unit Cedar Haven built for those

under threat to meet the increasing demand for this
provision.

Corrymeela receives Templeton Project Award for
its Youth Work.

1988
Corrymeela receives Peace Pole from Society for

World Peace.
1989

N orman Richardson and Carmel Heaney,
Corrymeela Members, win KoW International Peace
Prize for their peace education work.

1992
The Mediation Network for Northern Ireland is

formed with Corrymeela members in senior posi­
tions. A close association with the Corrymeela
Community continues.

The Village is refurbished.
1993

The Rev. Trevor Williams, is elected leader of the
Community.

1995
Corrymeela "Treetops," a children's bereavement

group, commences.
1996

The Cottages are upgraded.
The Community decide to undertake a £ 1.3-mil­

lion plan to rebuild the house as a simple structure
to replace the worn-out wooden building which was
bought by the Community in 1965 and which gave
Corrymeela its name.

1997
Corrymeela receives the Niwano Peace Prize.
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· The Pollen of Peace. 1991 (-'jZ;fDO);jt;fJ})

· Channel of Peace, 1993 (-'jZ;fDO)-r '\' ./;;f, IV)

· Frank Wright. Integrated Education and New

Beginnings in Northern Ireland, 1991/1993 (7 ") ./
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· Tom Patterson, Out of Darkness, Poetry 1993 (),

i-, . )\7-')./ rll*-?Jj.~I±\-C : f.i'J'~J)

· Roel Kaptein, Violence in the Family, 1994 (O.I.)v .
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· Brendan McAllister. Death. Peace and Justice, 1994
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· Time Passes. Poetry 1995 (rll~1.I{j!!Q ~{J.J : t#~J)

· Duncan Morrow and Derick 'Wilson, Ways Out of
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· Breaking Down the Enmity OtJt~~O):fnl&:)

· Understanding the Signs of Times (1I~0) l J.J lO)}lII

wn
· Towards an Island that 'IV orks (ffVJ <~~: rll] 7.1' -::> "'c)
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· The Things that Make for Peace (-'jZ;f1J ~ 1'1" J.J 'b 0))

· Liberty to the Captives? (IElt>hA..O) § EI3 ?)
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The Rev. Ray Davey has written the following
books:

Take Away This Hate (1985)
Forty Years On: Germany Revisited (1986)
An Unfinished Journey (1986)
The Pollen of Peace (1991)
Channel of Peace (1993)

Other titles published by Corrymeela Press:
Integrated Education and New Beginnings in
Northern Ireland (Frank Wright, 1991-1993)
Out of Darlmess (Tom Patterson, Poetry, 1993)
Violence in the Family (Roel Kaptein, 1994)
Death, Peace and Justice (Brendan McAllister,
1994)
Time Passes (Poetry, 1995)
Ways Out of Conflict (Duncan Morrow and Derick
Wilson, 1996)

List of titles of the Inter-Church Group on
Faith and Politics

Breaking Down the Enmity
Understanding the Signs of the Times
Towards an Island that Works
Towards Peace and Stability
Remembering Om Past
Bmying Our Dead: Political FWlerals in Northern
Ireland
The Things that Make for Peace
Liberty to the Captives?
Forgive us our Trespasses' .. ?
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Facts about Corrymeela
Membership 180
Full-time Staff 23
Volunteers

10 one-year volunteers
2 two-year volunteers

400 occasional volunteers
Number of programmes each year 200+
Number of programme participants each year

6,000+
Corrymeela's Aims and Objectives

· To be a sign and symbol that Protestants and
Catholics can share together in a common witness
and ministry of reconciliation

, To provide opportunities for meeting, dialogue,
and learning in communities to dispel ignorance,
prejudice, and fear and to promote mutual
respect, trust, and cooperation

, To support victims of violence and injustice; to
enable the healing of personal and social wounds,
and to promote new initiatives for social and
political change

· To address contemporary issues of faith and
ethics and develop new expressions of Christian
community, life, and worship

Corrymeela's Projects and Activities
· Residential twinned (CatholiclProtestant) School,

Youth, Adult, and Church projects with follow-up
support work

· Open residential events for people from all tradi­
tions on social, cultural, political, and religious
themes

, Support for new projects in peace and reconcilia­
tion work

· Training and learning projects in the fields of
conflict, mediation, Christian education, etc,

· Sanctuary and support for victims and those
under stress,
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