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INTRODUCTION 
 
In an effort to reduce the number of scaffold related accidents, the New York City Department of 
Buildings and the City Council have made a concerted effort to enact new legislation and enforce 
existing regulations with regards to hanging and supported scaffolding. 
 
Since you, the customer, become responsible for everything erected on or around the building 
you own or manage, it is imperative that you become familiar with these regulations to better 
safeguard your culpability.  
 
When you hire a contractor to clean the façade of your building, erect a sidewalk bridge, conduct 
renovations and other type of construction, perform maintenance of windows, entrances, etc., it 
requires some specific knowledge on your part.  Ask yourself exactly who you are dealing with 
and the qualifications the contractor has.  In the long run, experience and reputation may prove to 
be more important than the cost of the job.  If you are dealing with reputable companies you will 
most likely find them to follow the relevant rules, codes, and proper procedures.  They are also 
the companies who will accept the costs and take the time to train their employees. 
 
In order to perform any type of scaffolding work there are regulations the contractors must follow 
to be able to work in the City of New York and the surrounding Metropolitan area.  You must then 
take on the responsibility to make certain people working on your building are in compliance with 
these regulations.   
 
The requirements of the rules dealing with scaffolding in NYC will be discussed in this manual. 
 

DISCLAIMER: 

This Manual is provided as a general guide for building owners 
and managers when hiring a licensed contractor.  The Manual 
neither sets forth nor attempts to provide a comprehensive 
compilation of Federal, State and local codes, regulations, 
procedures or legal requirements. 

For specific advice, the reader must consult legal requirements 
and legal counsel. 
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SUSPENSION (HANGING) SCAFFOLDS 
 
A. LICENSES 
 
Presently the City of New York has licensing designations for two types of riggers.  
 
 

1. MASTER RIGGER – authorizes the holder to hoist or lower any article, irrespective of 
weight, upon or on the outside of any building. 

 
2. SPECIAL RIGGER – authorizes the holder to hoist or lower any article, not exceeding 

1200 pounds in weight on the outside of any building. 
 
The licensee must: 
 

 Renew his/her license annually   
 Be at least 18 years of age  
 Be able to read and write English   
 Have at least one year of practical experience in the hoisting and rigging business, 5 

years of experience for a Master Rigger 
 Completed the Department of Buildings approved Scaffold Safety Training, i.e., 18 

hours or 8hours with Challenge Exam 
 
These regulations are for performing construction or alteration work pursuant to notification and 
approval of the Cranes and Derrick Division of the NYC Department of Buildings on Form (CD-5).  
This Form must be filed whenever rigging involves the use of pipe or other staging or outrigger 
beams to support a scaffold, boatswains chair, man or material bucket.  
 
If only “C” hooks or parapet clamps are to be used for the rigging, a letter from a licenses 
professional engineer must be submitted to the Department of Buildings.  The letter should attest 
to the fact that the parapet is strong enough to hold the hooks or clamps and that the rigging will 
not effect the integrity of the building.   
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All of the above type of rigging work must be performed under the supervision of a licensed 
rigger. 
 
B. DESIGNATION OF RIGGING FOREMAN 
 
Presently the City of New York has minimum requirements for all individuals working on or 
operating suspension scaffolds. A list of all rigging foreman employed by a specific company 
must be in writing and filed with the NYC Department of Buildings Licensing Division.   
 
The term rigging foreman means an individual designated by the licensed rigger.  The rigging 
foreman or the Licensed Rigger must be present while work is in progress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each rigging foreman must: 
 

 Possess a photo identification card signed by the licensed rigger 
 Must carry this card at all times while engaged in any rigging duties 
 Must present the card on demand by any authorized enforcement officer 
 Be an employee on the contractor’s payroll and be covered by workers’ 

compensation insurance 
 Be at least 18 years of age 
 Be able to read and write English 
 Be familiar with the relevant section of the Building Code, OSHA safety standards 

and industry safety standards 
 Trained to react properly to mechanical malfunctions or adverse weather 
 Be able to evaluate the fitness of the rigging crew and make certain each crew 

member has a Certificate of Fitness 
 Have at least one year’s practical experience in the hoisting and rigging business 
 Be able to identify critical picks 
 Be able to explain the risks connected to rigging and the precautions that must be 

taken 

DESIGNATION OF RIGGING FOREMAN 
      I,  NAME ___________, a duly licensed  
  
      SPECIAL RIGGER, License  

Number  xxxx, hereby declares 
       

_________________________________ 
      satisfies all requirements of a “Rigging  
      Foreman” under NYCDOB rule 9-01 and  
      under my supervision is appointed to  
      oversee rigging safety and setup for: 
 
      COMPANY NAME 
      STREET ADDRESS 
      NEW YORK, NEW YORK 100XX 
      PHONE NUMBER 
 
 
 
 
NAME______________________________  ________________________________ 
 
 
 
____________________________________  _________________________________ 
      Signature of Licensee Date  
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C. CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS 
 
A person issued a Certificate of Fitness must be found capable of performing scaffold work in a 
safe and responsible manner and be able to communicate without difficulty with the rigging 
foreman or supervising licensed rigger.  They must possess a certificate of completion from a 
recognized (approved by the Department of Buildings) scaffold training course.  The scaffold 
training course must be given by a recognized training company or union and the approved 
classes are 18 hours in length or 8 hours in length with a challenge exam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS 
I, NAME, __________duly licensed  
       SPECIAL RIGGER, License  

Number  XXXX, deem the following 
      Individual fit to work on a two-point 

Suspended scaffold under my  
Supervision or the supervision of 
My “Rigging Foreman.” 
 
_________________________________ 

       
        
      NAME OF COMPANY 
      STREET ADDRESS 
      NEW YORK, NEW YORK 100XX 
      TELEPHONE NUMBER 
 
 
NAME_____________________________  ________________________________ 
 
 
 
ADDRESS_________________________  _________________________________ 
      Signature of Licensee Date 
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How do we check to see if the counterweights are adequate on outriggers ? 

• Measure the outboard section of the outrigger--the distance beyond the 
fulcrum point. 

• Multiply that by the capacity of the scaffold. (2-point scaffold platforms 
and their components are usually 1000 lbs.) 

• Multiply by the safety factor of 4. 

• Divide by the inboard section. (fulcrum point to the counterweights)  
 
 
 

 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE BUILDING OWNER OR MANAGER: 
 
Ask your contractor for copies of the Rigging License, the Signed Rigging Foreman and 
Certificate of Fitness cards for all employees who are working on suspension scaffolds erected at 
your building.  If applicable also ask for a copy of the approved CD-5.  In this way you will know 
the people you have working have been trained and are in compliance with the city regulations.  
  
 
NOTE:  AN EXAMPLE OF FORM CD-5 FOLLOWS ON THE NEXT PAGE: 

Two feet

10 feet

How much counterweight is required ?

800 lbs./50 lbs.= 16 counterweights
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SUPPORTED (FRAME) SCAFFOLDS 
 
Supported scaffold shall be defined as one or more platforms supported by outrigger beams, 
brackets, poles, legs, uprights, posts, frames or similar rigid support.  Supported scaffolds include 
but are not limited to sidewalk bridge scaffolds, single pole scaffolds, tube and coupler scaffolds, 
fabricated scaffolds, tubular welded frame scaffolds, outrigger scaffolds, needle beam scaffolds, 
mobile scaffolds and repair bracket scaffolds. 
 
Some examples of supported scaffolds are as follows: 
 
Please note: Mobile rolling towers less than 30 feet tall will not fall under this 
proposed amendment to (Section 1. Title 26 of Chapter 1 of subchapter 2 – 
Article 10). 
 
 
A.  ROLLING 
TUBULAR  
FRAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  BAKER SCAFFOLD 
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C.  SELF CONTAINED 
ADJUSTABLE 
SCAFFOLD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D.  TUBE 
AND 
COUPLER 
SCAFFOLD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GUARDRAIL SYSTEM 
WITH TOE BOARDS 

PLANKING 

RUNNER 

BEARER 

POST 

SILL 

RIGID 
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E.  LADDER 
JACK 
SCAFFOLD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F.  TRESTLE  
SCAFFOLD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PIN 

BASE 
PLATE 

DIAGONAL BRACE CROSS 
BRACING 

SWIVEL 
CLAMP 
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G.  POLE OR WOODEN SCAFFOLD – SINGLE POLE SCAFFOLD IS SUPPORTED 
BY PLATFORMS RESTING ON BEARERS SUPPORTED BY LEDGERS AND UPRIGHTS, 
THE OUTSIDE ENDS OF WHICH ARE SUPPORTED ON RUNNERS SECURED TO A SINGLE 
ROW OF POSTS OR UPRIGHTS, AND THE INNER ENDS OF WHICH ARE SUPPORTED ON 
OR IN A STRUCTURE OR BUILDING WALL.  DOUBLE POLE SCAFFOLD CONSISTS OF A 
PLATFORM RESTING ON CROSSBEAMS (BEARERS) SUPPORTED BY LEDGERS AND A 
DOUBLE ROW OF UPRIGHTS INDEPENDENT OF SUPPORT (EXCEPT TIES, GUYS, AND 
BRACES) FROM ANY STRUCTURE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POLE 

PLANKED  
LEVELS 

BEARER 

DIAGONAL 
BRACING 

RUNNER 

ACCESS 
LADDER 

GUARDRAIL 
SYSTEM 
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H.  OUTRIGGER SCAFFOLD – A PLATFORM RESTING ON OUTRIGGER BEAMS 
PROJECTING BEYOND THE WALL OR FACE OF THE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE, THE 
INBOARD ENDS OF WHICH ARE SECURED INSIDE THE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE. 
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I.  PUMP JACK SCAFFOLD – CONSISTS OF A PLATFORM SUPPORTED BY VERTICAL 
POLES AND MOVEABLE SUPPORT BRACKETS 
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A. CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS – SUPPORTED SCAFFOLD 
 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 

Please note: The following requirements were written in anticipation of 
forthcoming legislation. To date this legislation has not been finalized. 

 
a. It shall be unlawful for an individual to erect, dismantle, repair, maintain or modify any 

supported scaffold, or be on any supported scaffold assisting in the erection, dismantling, 
repair, maintenance or modification of any supported scaffold unless such individual has 
been issued a Supported Scaffold Certificate of Fitness by the commissioner under the 
provision of Section 1.Title 26 of Chapter 1 of subchapter 2 - Article 10. 

 
b. If a scaffold is over 75’ there must be approved drawings and these must be signed-off by a 

professional engineer.  OSHA Federal Regulations also require the designation of a 
competent person who is properly trained and can perform a daily inspection of the scaffold 
prior to each day’s use.  The results of these inspections should be placed in a daily logbook 
available at the job site. 

 
b. It shall be unlawful for any employer to knowingly permit or cause an individual who has not 

been issued a Supported Scaffold Certificate of Fitness under this article to erect, dismantle, 
repair, maintain or modify any supported scaffold or to be on any supported scaffold assisting 
in the erection, dismantling, repair, maintenance or modification of any supported scaffold in 
violation of subdivision (a) of this section.  An employer shall commit a separate violation of 
this section every day, for each uncertified individual said employer knowingly permits or 
causes to work on any supported scaffold in violation of subdivision (a) of this section. 

 
c. §26-204.3 also requires that the applicant successfully complete a training program or course 

on scaffolds as approved by the commissioner.  The program must be at least 32 hours and 
must be certified and approved by OSHA and conducted by a recognized training company 
or union approved by the DOB.  Each individual must maintain his Certificate of Fitness by 
completing at least once every two years an approved eight hour scaffold safety training 
refresher program. 

 
d. If an applicant can prove that within the last ten years prior to the effective date of this 

section, that he or she has successfully completed a scaffold safety and training program 
approved by the commissioner, and pays the required fee, that applicant may also be issued 
a Certificate of Fitness. 

 
e.  All Supported Scaffold Certificates of Fitness shall have the commissioner’s signature affixed 

thereto, but the commissioner may authorize any subordinate to affix such signature. 
 
f. The commissioner shall have the power to revoke, suspend or limit the certification of any 

person upon finding such person has willfully or negligently violated the rules of the 
department. 

 
g. The fee for obtaining the Supported Scaffold Certificate of Fitness shall be fifty dollars and 

the annual renewal fee to maintain the certificate shall be thirty dollars. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE BUILDING OWNER OR MANAGER: 
 
Ask your contractor for copies of the Supported Scaffold Certificate of Fitness cards for all 
employees who are working on scaffolds erected at your building.  In this way you will know the 
people you have working have been trained and are in compliance with the city regulations.   
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B. SIDEWALK SHED1 
 
A sidewalk shed is a structure which may be considered by OSHA to be another type of 
supported scaffold.  It is constructed to protect pedestrians from objects falling from a building or 
construction site.  Owners may have to erect a sidewalk shed before beginning the renovation of 
a building façade, construction of a new building or demolition of an existing structure.  The 
necessity to erect such a sidewalk shed is dependent upon the height of the building being 
repaired, constructed or demolished and the horizontal distance between the structure and the 
inside edge of the sidewalk.   

 
1. A sidewalk shed is required when construction work is over 40 feet high or 25 feet high for 

demolition work, and whenever there is a “dangerous condition” irrespective of height.   
2. A sidewalk shed must be erected whenever materials or debris are to be moved by a hoist, 

crane, derrick or chute over the sidewalk or temporary sidewalk that is not closed to the 
public, regardless of building height or horizontal distance between building and sidewalk.2 

3. Adequate lighting must be maintained under the shed. 
4. The Construction Division within each borough office of the Department of Buildings has 

jurisdiction over sidewalk sheds. 
5. The sidewalk-shed construction shall be designed by an architect or engineer to meet the 

anticipated live load unless the shed is a type previously approved by the Board of Standards 
and Appeals. 

6. A sidewalk-shed deck shall be designed and constructed to carry a live load of at least three 
hundred pounds per square foot.   

7. Storage shall not exceed three hundred pounds per square foot. 
8. The members of the sidewalk shed shall be adequately braced and connected to prevent 

displacement or distortion of the framework and anchored against uplift. 
9. When posts supporting the shed deck are placed beyond the curb in the street, such posts 

shall be protected against displacement by vehicles. 
10. The deck of the sidewalk shed shall consist of planking closely laid and made tight. 
11. Steel or other material having equivalent strength and suitability may be used in lieu of wood 

to construct sheds. 
12. The outer side and ends of the deck of the shed shall be provided with a substantial 

enclosure at least three feet six inches high.  Such enclosure may be vertical or inclined 
outward at approximately forty-five degrees, and shall consist of boards laid close together 
and secured to braced uprights of galvanized wire screen not less than no. 16 steel wire gage 
with a one-half inch mesh of corrugated metal or solid plywood.  Temporary removal of 
portions of the enclosure shall be permitted for handling material. 

13. The walkway or passageway beneath the shed shall be wide enough to accommodate 
pedestrian traffic normal for that location without causing congestion; but by no case shall the 
width be less than four feet.  The passageway must have a minimum clear of eight feet. 

14. Unless the top deck of the sidewalk shed is built solidly against the face of the structure in 
such a manner that no material can fall onto the sidewalk, the side of the shed toward the 
structure shall be solidly sealed with wood or other suitable material for the full height of the 
shed. 

15. Solid sliding or in-swinging gates may be provided as necessary for the proper prosecution of 
the work. 

16. The underside of the sidewalk shed shall be lighted at all times either by natural or artificial 
light.  The level of illumination shall be the equivalent of that produced by two one-hundred 

                                                             
1 Entire Section (1-18) based on material taken from “Sidewalk Shed Guide”,  City of New York 
Department of Buildings, Draft June 6, 1997 
2 Section 27-1021(a)(1)(b)(2) 
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watt, thirty-four hundred lumen minimum standard incandescent lamps enclosed in vandal-
proof fixtures and spaces fifteen feet apart and eight feet above the floor level. 

17. Artificial lighting units should be checked nightly; and burned out or inoperable units must be 
replaced or repaired immediately. 

18. All openings in sidewalk sheds, whether at the deck or street level, for loading purposes must 
be kept closed, barricaded, protected or guarded at all times. 

 
 
C. PERMITS 
 
1. Prior to erecting a sidewalk shed, an owner must obtain a permit from the Department of 

Buildings.  The applicant for a sidewalk shed permit must state the reason such sidewalk 
shed is needed.   

2. These permits are good for one year.   
3. Sidewalk sheds must be dismantled within thirty days of permit expiration.   
4. Should a renewal of the shed permit be required, other than a new building under 

construction, an architect or engineer must conduct a thorough examination and report to the 
commissioner on the work that has been performed and an estimate of the time needed to 
complete the work.   

5. Additionally, Local Law No. 33 also mandates the permit holder to post a 25 sq. ft. sign on the 
sidewalk shed with the permit holder’s name, address, and telephone number and expiration 
date.   

 
 
D. REQUIRED TRAINING 
 
Training shall follow the same requirements as that of all Supported Scaffolds and a Supported 
Scaffold Certificate of Fitness shall be required (Once the legislation is passed.)  According to 
OSHA, there must be a designated competent person who is properly trained in all rules and 
regulations referencing scaffolds and who is capable of identifying existing and predictable 
hazards in the surroundings and has the authority to take prompt corrective measures to 
eliminate them.   
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE BUILDING OWNER OR MANAGER: 
 
Ask your contractor for copies of the required permit as well as the Supported Scaffold Certificate 
of Fitness cards for all employees who are working on sidewalk sheds erected at your building.  
In this way you will know the people you have working have been trained and are in compliance 
with the city regulations.   
 
BOMA/NY SCAFFOLDING TASK FORCE MEMBERS: 
Anthony T. Alt, Assistant Building Manager, Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc. 
Thomas J. Bianco, Esq., Partner, Kaufman, Schneider & Bianco, LLP 
James Bifulco, csp, Managing Loss Control Consultant, Total Safety Consulting 
Thomas Boehm, Supervisor, Metal Division, REMCO 
Michael Breslin, Senior VP, Atlantic-Heydt Corp.  
Kenneth J. Buettner, President, York Scaffold Equipment Corporation  
Eugene B. Degan, Jr., Principal, Degan Associates (Task Force Chairperson) 
Roland Durant, Dir., Cranes and Derricks, New York City Dept. of Buildings 
Matthew Duthie, RPA, Vice President, Reckson Associates 
Alan S. Epstein, PE, Esq., President, Epstein Engineering, PC 
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Julie M. Lubin, Dir., Program Mgmt. & Analysis, NYC Dept. of Buildings 
S. Scott Mason, Assistant General Counsel, NYC Department of Buildings 
David May, RA, Principal, Superstructures 
John Meade, Inspector, New York City Department of Buildings 
Kevin O’Callaghan, President, Universal Builder Supply Inc. 
John E. Osborn, Esq., Partner, John E. Osborn, PC (C & R Co-Vice Chair)   
David B. Peraza, VP, LZA Technology, Inc. 
Karen M. Scalogna, RPA, PM Realty Group 
Carol van der Poel, VP, Human Resources, REMCO 
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