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The Great Basin College 
Foundation’s annual dinner 
dance, held February 24 at 
the Elko Convention Center, 
was a tremendous success. 
Patty Jones, GBC Founda-
tion’s Director of Planned 
and Annual Giving, and the 
annual Dinner Dance com-
mittee provided the Great 
Basin College community 
with another terrific evening 
of socializing, fundraising, 
dining and dancing. 
A feature of the evening was 
the announcement of a 
matching gift from NSHE 
Chancellor Jim Rogers. In 
the days leading up to the 
Dinner Dance, the Chancel-
lor issued a challenge to the 
Foundation and committed 
$100,000 in matching funds 
for major gifts from the com-
munity.  
The match requires the 
Foundation to secure five 
$10,000, five $5,000 and 
twenty-five $1,000 gifts.  

Several donors stepped up 
to the plate at the dance, in-
cluding Mark and Kathy Chil-
ton who presented a check 
for $5,000; Regent Dorothy 
Gallagher and her husband 
Dr. Tom Gallagher, who pre-
sented a check for $1,000; 
and Vern & Deborah Baker 
who presented a personal 
check for $1,000. Great Ba-
sin College President Paul 
Killpatrick, Mike and Tana 
Gallagher, Jim and Connie 
Meeks, and John and Lori 
Rice committed $1,000 as 
well. 
The Chancellor’s match is a 
wonderful opportunity for the 
Foundation. Because donors 
knew that their contributions 
would double in value, in the 
course of an evening we 
were able to raise $22,000 in 
community and matching 
gifts in addition to the reve-
nues of the event. We would 
like to invite the Board of 
Trustees to meet the Chan-
cellor’s Challenge, and to  
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promote the opportunity 
throughout the commu-
nity. 
The Dinner Dance also 
featured remarks from the 
leadership of our spon-
sors, Barrick Gold North 
America and Wells Fargo 
Bank. Vern Baker and Jim 
Kelley spoke of the impor-
tance of support for 
higher education and 
Great Basin College in 
particular. We were also 
privileged to hear from 
GBC founders Mark Chil-
ton and Dr. Hugh Collett. 
Each were presented with 
sterling silver yo-yos, a 
nod to “The Yo-Yo Club” 
as the founders referred 
to themselves, as they yo-
yoed across rural Nevada 
to boot-strap a college. 
We were pleased with the 
results of your efforts on 
behalf of the college, and 
we look forward to an 
even bigger and better 
event next year. 



�

Annual Giving 
The Annual Giving Committee 
solicits unrestricted gifts that 
support operations of the Foun-
dation. Solicitation techniques 
include the use of direct mail, 
phone contact, personal contact 
and special events including the 
Dinner Dance. Annual Giving is 
vital to keeping our doors open.   

 
 

Major Gifts 
The Major Gifts Committee so-
licits contributions for special 
projects, capital campaigns and 
endowment funds. Past Major 
Gifts campaigns include Student 
Housing, the Donald W. Rey-
nolds Foundation Maintenance 
Endowment, and the GBC Thea-
tre.  
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Planned Giving 
The Planned Giving Committee 
obtains commitments from do-
nors for gifts of their assets 
rather than income.  Planned 
Gifts may include: bequests, gifts 
of real property or naming GBCF 
as beneficiary of a retirement 
account, IRA, life insurance pol-
icy, or other similar instrument. 

 
Finance 

The purpose of the Finance 
Committee is to set fiscal policy 
and provide oversight and moni-
toring of fiscal affairs of the 
Foundation.  This entails, but is 
not limited to regular review of 
financial reports, budget monitor-
ing, investment policies, dis-
bursements, financial policies 
and procedures and safekeeping 
of Foundation assets.  
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Executive  
The purpose of the Executive 
Committee is to recommend 
policies to the Board of Trustees 
for approval; to manage and di-
rect the Foundation personnel; 
to provide leadership for Foun-
dation workshops; and to be in-
formed of the results of the stra-
tegic planning and assessment 
in which the College engages. 
Comprised of Board Chair, Vice 
Chair and the chairs of each pri-
mary committee.  

Your participation with committees has been and continues to be instrumental to the overall success of 
GBCF. Thank you for your commitment and dedication to the committees on which you serve.   At the 
Trustee Workshop in January we asked you to commit to at least one of the primary committees. Fol-
lowing are short descriptions of each of those committees and the meeting calendar for the rest of the 
spring semester. Next month we will highlight the secondary committees that are integral to GBCF. 
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4/5 Thursday Major Gifts 
4/12 Thursday Budget Workshop (optional) 

     2 opportunities to attend, either 12pm or 5:30pm 
 

4/16 Monday  Winnemucca Campus  5:30pm 
 Elko: BHCR 
 Winnemucca:  GBC 110 
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4/17 Tuesday Annual Giving 
4/19 Thursday Finance and Executive  
4/26 Thursday Planned Giving  
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5/4 Friday  Full Board 
 Elko: BHCR  
 Winnemucca: GBC 108 
 Ely:  GBC 108 
 
5/11  Friday  Winnemucca Open House 
 Winnemucca Campus, all-day. 
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