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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
-—EXCELLENT —.DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
X.GooOD —.RUINS K ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milne House is a two story Greek Reviwval building constructed
of native limestone in three sections. The oldest and main section
of the house(1840's) is rectangular with two principal facades
(street and garden) of cut ashlar stone, a stone cornice, hipped
roof and two interior brick chimneys. The garden facade is five
bays wide. A central door with transom and sidelights divides
two pairs of tall first floor windows. The second story is blank.
A bracketed porch was added after 1873. The street facade is
four bays wide with a corner door and four second story windows
in the frieze. The house is surrounded by original limestone
sidewalks. Two rear additions were added sometime before 1873.
Both the interior and exterior of Milne House are exceptionally
well preserved, The interior has original pine flo. rs, hardware,
window paneling, wide Greek Revival window and door surrounds and
two mantels in the Doric Order. The central hall contains a
handmade walnut staircase with a delicately turned Greek vase
newel post. '

Also on the property are an early stone milk house and
hand dug well, as well as a new frame garage (19260's). The
front garden is of Romantic "English" design and contains many
trees planted by the original owner. The south facade faces a
publicly owned park, a visually contained valley formed by Milne
Creek, which is its sourthern boundary. '
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EX SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD ‘ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING HLLANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1439 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-169% X ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—-1700-1798 . _ART —ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
X800-1889 —COMMERCE . —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY )—{_TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY}
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Robert Milne House, built in the 1840's, is one of the
finest of the many native limestone residences in Lockport.
Lockport was the center of canal construction, platted in 1836 by
the commissioners of the Illinois and Michigan Canal as their
headguarters. Robhert Milne, a master mason and native of
Banffshire, Scotland, came to Chicago in 1836 where he bought
out the city's first lumber merchant., In 1840 he took contracts
on the Illinois and Michigan Canal and built five of the locks.
He settled in Lockport and purchased a farm which he named
"Kelvyn Grove," a 240 acre tract of land which had previously
been platted as "East Lockporte” but never developed. Milne
designed and built his house on the edge of the planned town
with a double orientation, both toward a city street as well as
open farmland. 1In spite of considerable development, this
house has managed to maintain in large part its original
relationship to the landscape, since the former pasture with
Milne Creek is now owned by the local school district and kept
as public open space. In 1869 Robert Milne was appointed Canal
Commissioner by Governor Palmer. He served in this office for
four years. Four generations of Milnes lived in the homestead,
which was still owned by the family until this past year. The
house retains much of its original character, fabric and setting
and is an early and -significant example of the Greek Revival
not only for Lockport but for all Northeastern Illinois.
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EIJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

The New Combination Atlas of Will County (Elgin, Illinois;
Thompson Bro's. & Burn, 1873).

The History of Will County, Illincis (Chicago; Wm. LeBaron,
Jr. & Co., 1878). o

EldGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
' ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY AQQIQK,‘L A tﬁl¥ 2 acres
UTM REFERENCES
A[llll!lflllllflll] BLL__.I
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VEABAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION )
That part of the Scutheast 1/4 of Section 23, in Twn. 36 North, Range
10 East of the 3rd P.M. which runs 375 feet west from Milne Grove :
School aleng east 7th Street.

P A

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
fi{ FORM PREPARED BY
NAME 7 TITLE
Gerald W. Adelmann July 13, 1979
ORGANIZATION DATE
Community Consultant, City of ILockport
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1702 East Street (815) 838-1195
CITY OR TOWN ) STATE
Lockport, Illinois

[FISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL __ STATE_X LOCAL ____

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationai Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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9. Major Bibliographical References I
The New Combination Atlas of Will County (Elgin, Illinois? Thompson
Brothers § Burn, 1873).
The History of Will County, Illinois (Chicago: Wm. LeBaron, Jr. § Co.,
1878)

10. Geographical Data

mately 2 acres

Acreage of nominated property Approxi

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale
UMT References ‘
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Verbal boundary description and justification _
That part of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 23, in Township 36 North, Range
10 East of the 3rd P.M, which runs 375 feet west from Miine Grove School
along east seventh street

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Gerald W, Adelmann, Community Consultant

organizationCity of Lockport ' date July 13, 1979
street & number 1702 East Street ... telephone (81.5) 8§38-1195
C[WOFfDWH LOCkPOTt state Illinois

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

X

___ national _** state ~ ___local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusi@he National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according to the criteria and procedures set fort he Heritage/Conservation and Recreation Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature C _‘(
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For HCRS use only ’ .
{ hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
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Kceper of the Nationat Register
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Chief of Registration
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ENGINEERING

ILLINOIS HISTORIC SITES SURVEY INVENTORY

1. HNome of site:

Common Milne House
Historic Milne House

2. Loc-tion:

Wi A-¥

E. 7th St
é%?%et ;gd number Township Section
Lockport 23
City or Town Zip Code Range % Section
Tockport '6?%7’-71-— T0E NE
County

3. Classification:
Category (check one)
( ) District (X) Building
( ) Site ( ) Stracture
4, Ownership

(X) Private
( ) Public

Integrity (check one)

( ) Altered (X) Unaltered
( ) Moved ( ) Original Site

Status (check one)

(X ) Occupied
( ) Unooccupied
( ) Preservation work in

Progress

=
Access to Public
() Yes ( ) Restricted ( ) Unrestricted {(X) No
Present Use ( check cne. or more)
( ) Agricultural ( ) Industrial ( ) Religious
( ) Commercial { ) Military ( ) 8cientific
( ) Educational ( ) Museum ( ) Trensportation
( ) Entertainment ( )} Park ( ) Other (specify)
( ) Government (x) Private Residence

5. Ownership of Property

Owner's name James P. Milne

Fhone Number

Street and number 535 E, 7th St. 838-4585
City or Town Lockport

Stat L Count Zip Code

sState Illinois ~ounty Will 41p _ott 6okl

6. Description
Condition

(X) Excellent ( ) Good ( ) Fair (

Is there a program of preservation underway?

7. Historical Themes:

{ ) Archaeological Site
Archaeological Site
French Influence
Illinois Frontier
I1linois Early
Illincis Middle
Illineis Late
Famous People

NN TN N
s
T M N el S N

) Deteriorated { ) Ruins ( ) Unexposed
() Yes £ ) No

(check one or more of the following)

(Pre-Columbian)

( Post-Columbian to 1673)
1673-1780)

(780-1818)

( 1818-1850)

(1850-1900)

( 1900-present )

(give names & dates
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7.

Nome of site:

(X) Excellent ( ) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Deteriorated ( ) Ruins ( ) Unexposed

Is there a program of preservation underway?

Wi <H-¥

Common Milne House
Historic Milne House
loc-tion:
E. 7th St .
§%¥%et ;Ld number Township Section
Lockport 23
City or Town Zip Code Range ¥ Section
Tockport TOGHL 10E NE
County
Classification:
Category (check one) Integrity (check one)
( ) District (x) Building ( ) Altered (X) Unaltered
() Site ( ) Stracture ( ) Moved () Original Site
Qwnership S8tatus (check one)
(X) Private (X ) Occupied
( ) Public { ) Unoocupied
( ) Preservation work in
Progress
Access to Public :
() Yes ( ) Restricted ( ) Unrestricted (Xx) No
Present Use { check one. or more)
( ) Agricultural ( ) Industrial { ) Religious
( ) Commercial { ) Military ( )} Scientific
( ) Educational {( ) Museum ( ) Transportation
- () Entertainment ( ) Park ( ) Other (specify)
( ) Government (x) Private Residence
Ownership of Property
Owner's name James P. Milne
Street and number 535 E. 7th St. Phone Number 838~ 4585
City or Town Lockport
State .. Count Zip Code
Tllinois =ET i - 60441
Description
Condition

() Yes k) No

Historical Themes: (check one or more of the following)

( ) Archaeoclogical Site (Pre-Columbian)

( ) Archaeological Site (Post-Columbian to 1673)
( ) French Influence 1673-1780)

( ) Illinois Frontier ( 1780-1818)

(X} Illinois Early (1818-1850)

( ) I1linois Middle ( 1850-1900)

( ) Illinois Late (1900-present)

( ) Famous People

(give names & dates

e



8.

9-

Specific Date: Apout 1848
Areas of significance (check one or more of the following)

( ) Aboriginal (histeric) _ ( ) Literature

( ) Aboriginal (pre-historic) ( ) Military

( ) Agriculture ( ) Music

( ¥ Architecture ( ) Political

() Art ( ) Religion/Philosophy
( ) Commerce ( ) Science

( ) Communication ( ) Sculpture

{ ) Conservation { ) Social,Humanitarian
( ) Education ( ) Theater

{X) Engineering ( ) Transportation

{ ) Industry ( ) Urban Planning

( ) Invention ( ) Other (specify)

( ) Landscape Architecture

Brief statement of significance: (include all names and dates.) Use
additional sheets if necessary. {over)

Form prepared by:

Name and title: Johr M. Lamb Date: 1/8/74

Organization: Lockport Preservation Society

Street and number: 1109 Garfield Street

LOCkPOI‘t Will Zi‘p Code 604"}1

City or town: County

838-7316

Phone Number:

During the course of the Survey we often find it necessary to search for

references for a particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please
list according to the following example, published references to the site for
which forms are being completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, it will
greatly deduct from the Survey's task.

Bibliography
Robertson, Robert, Of Whales and Men. New York, Alfred XK. Knopf, Inc.,

1954,



This house was built by Robert Milne about 1848, He was one of the many
stone masons who came to the area because of the canal construction. He
had done some canal work in Cansda. He was born in Scotland in 1805 and came
to Lockport in 18%7. He had the contract for the éonstruction of one of the
two locks in Chicago. These locks were destroyed in the 1870's when the canal
was deepened down to the Sag. He also built the No. 1 lock in Lockport. Milne
was appointed a Canal Commissioner in 1869 by Gov. Palmer. ‘
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