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The dedication of the Chinese government itself to prolonged resistance
to the invasion by Japanese military forces in 1937 may be regarded as
responsible for the discovery of the Chinese redwood. In fact, there were
rumors of the occurrence of a large unknown coniferous tree in eastern
Szechuan Province as early as 1941, the very same year that the Japanese
botanist Shigeru Miki founded the new fossil genus Metasequoia in Japan.
But little was known about it and no specimens were collected until 1944
when Mr. Tsang Wang of the staff of the Central Bureau of Forest Research of
China visited Mou-tao-chi and brought back specimens of leaves and cones.
Some of these were turned over to Professor Wan-Chun Cheng of the
Department of Forestry of National Central University who concluded that
they represented a new genus of conifer. Part of the additional collections
made later in 1946 was sent to Dr. Hsen-Hsu Hu, Director of the Fan
Memorial Institute of Biology. He had read Miki's paper on fossil
Metasequoia and realized that these specimens from the tree in Szechuan
represented the same plant as the fossils from Japan. All four of these men,
Miki, Wang Cheng, and Hu, are therefore regarded as responsible for the

discovery and recognition of the fossil and modern occurrences
Metasequoia the Chinese redwood.

of

It was Dr. Elmer D. Merrill, Director of the Arnold Arboretum, who first
introduced the Chinese redwood into the United States in 1948. As a
consequence, the Arboretum's sponsorship of collecting and then distributing
the seed to many institutions established the living fossil as one of the most
universally planted trees in botanical gardens and arboreta all over the world.
Dr. Ralph W. Chaney, Chairman of the Department of Paleontology at the
University of California, may be credited with having saved the species from
extinction, a credit that he must share with the above-noted Chinese and with
Dr. Merrill and the Arnold Arboretum. As a whole, during the first decade
following the recognition of living Metasequoia, that ancient tree was
widely reestablished throughout the world, certainly a tribute to the efforts of
both Dr. Merrill and Dr. Chaney, though full credit may be given to the

former.



