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FLORIDA ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN LAWYERS 

YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION 
DIRECTIONS FOR FAWL CHAPTERS 

2012-2013 
 

Dear FAWL Chapter, 

 The FAWL Young Lawyers Section is proud to present you with a new program you may 
choose to participate in this year along with sister chapters around the state.  If you choose to 
take part in the program, young lawyers and law students in your chapter, working in concert 
with seasoned members of the legal profession, will partner with a middle school level teacher in 
order to put on a mini-mock trial with students in his or her classroom.   

The mock trial fact pattern has been designed to be age appropriate and take place in just 
one class room session.  The mock trial will be recorded and the top team in the state will be 
selected by the FAWL Young Lawyers Section Committee according to the criteria of the 
attached evaluation rubric.  

The winning team will be recognized in the FAWL newsletter with a photo.  Awards will 
be given to the teacher and the individual students participating and some funds will be provided 
for a pizza party final celebration to be held in the classroom with the sponsoring local FAWL 
chapter.  Grant funding has been provided for this project from the Young Lawyers Division of 
The Florida Bar.  Further details are included below, but be aware that all registration packets 
and recordings should be mailed to the address below no later than December 31, 2012.   

The program objectives are as follows: 
 Aid in the public’s understanding of the legal system 
 Increase middle school age children’s understanding of and interest in the legal 

system 
 Enable younger generations to see that female attorneys are prevalent and have a 

great impact on the legal profession. 
 Generate interest in becoming a lawyer in young women 
 Create a positive image of the legal system 
 Create a positive image of female attorneys 

 
Thank you for considering participating in the middle school mock trial program.  We 

hope participating will help the young lawyers in your chapter feel connected to the statewide 
organization and foster a bit of friendly competition.  The main goal of this project is education. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 FAWL Young Lawyers Section, Middle School Mock Trial Committee  



 
Proposed Timeline  

o August/September 
o Form Mock Trial Committee within chapters including young lawyers and law 

students 
o Approach a Middle School/Get in touch with a teacher that would like to include 

this project in her curriculum (It is important to get in touch with the teacher you 
will work with early on.) 

o Determine Date for Trial which is amenable to both teacher and FAWL 
volunteers 
 May want to meet twice for a preparation session/introduction of the 

project to the students and then the trial 
 Or can arrange to meet once for the trial  
 Ask the teacher to have the students read the materials before the trial date  
 Determine who will be responsible for recording the trial. 

o Fill out FAWL Information before giving registration sheet to teacher 
 

o September through December 31, 2012 
o Have the trial (FAWL members-especially young lawyers- should actively 

participate in conducting trial) 
o Mail in packet for judging by December 31, 2012 
o The trial should be recorded and sent on a CD, DVD, or thumb drive that can be 

played on a regular PC (For example:  QuickTime or AVI format) 
 

o January 14, 2013 Winning class will be announced.  
 

o Spring 2013 Pizza party and awards ceremony for winning class to be held with FAWL 
chapter volunteers   
 

o Chapters are encouraged to plan and take part in a field trip to a local state or federal 
court house as a follow-up to the mock trial regardless of the results of the competition  

 

 

 

 

 



Checklist to Turn in Packet 

o FAWL Chapter and School Registration Form 
o DVD, CD or Thumb Drive with recording of trial saved in a universal format 
o Photo of Participants (Students, Teacher, and attorney/law student volunteers) 
o Evaluation Form  

Mail packets to:    Jennifer Shoaf Richardson  
Creed & Gowdy, P.A.  
865 May St. 
Jacksonville, FL 32304  

 
Registration forms can be emailed to jrichardson@appellate-firm.com  
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FLORIDA ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN LAWYERS 
YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION 

REGISTRATION FORM 
2012-2013 

 
Please complete all of the following information.  Please type or print legibly.  Please 
complete this sheet for each entry.  Participation is restricted to students enrolled in 
grades 6–8 in the 2012-2013 academic year. 
 
Participating FAWL Chapter Information 
 
Name of Chapter:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
Chair of Mock Trial Program:  ______________________________________________ 
 
Preferred E-mail Address:  __________________________________________________ 
 
Names of Participating attorneys, judges, law students:  ___________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
q  Check here if attaching additional sheet with names. 
 
School Information 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _______________ State:  Florida   Zip: ____________  County: ___________ 
 
Phone Number: ___________________ Fax Number: ___________________________ 
 
Principal Name: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsoring Teacher Information 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: _____________________  Fax Number: _______________________ 
 
Preferred E-mail Address: _________________________________________________ 
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Class/Student Information 
 
Name of Class or Club Participating: _________________________________________ 
 
Grade Level: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Names of Each of the Students Participating: ___________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
q  Check here if attaching additional sheet with student names. 
 
Date of Trial:  ____________________________________________________________ 
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FLORIDA ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN LAWYERS 

YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION 
EVALUATION FORM 

2012-2013 
 

Any and all feedback is welcome from teachers, students, and participating attorneys. Feedback 
may also be emailed to jrichardson@appellate-firm.com 

 

1. What were the most useful aspects of the program? 

 

 

 

 

2. What were the least useful aspects of the program? 

 

 

 

 

3. Do you have suggestions for future similar programs? 
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FLORIDA ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN LAWYERS 
YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION 

EVALUATION RUBRIC 
2012-2013 

 
 

 
 

PROFESSIONALISM 
 
 

Professional Appearance – Set Up  Professional Appearance - Speech 
1 Does not appear like a courtroom.  Missing 

many pieces to typical courtroom. 
 

 1 Inconsistent use of proper names and titles.  
Mistakes throughout. 

2 Somewhat resembles a courtroom.  May be 
missing several pieces to a typical courtroom. 
 

 2 Some participants consistently use proper 
names and titles. Has several mistakes. 

3 Mostly resembles a courtroom.  May be 
missing a piece or two to a typical courtroom. 
 

 3 Almost everyone consistently uses proper 
names and titles.  May have some mistakes. 

4 Closely resembles a courtroom.  All pieces to 
a typical courtroom present. 

 4 Everyone consistently uses proper names and 
titles (i.e. your honor, Mr. Smith, Ms. Smith) 

 
Professional Appearance – Behavior  Professional Appearance – Honor/Integrity 

1 Participants do not exhibit any (or only 
minimal) courtesy or respect to each other and 
the law. 
 

 1 Participants do not exhibit any honor or 
integrity. 

2 Participants exhibit some courtesy and respect 
to each other and the law. 
 

 2 Participants exhibit some honor and integrity. 

3 Participants fairly consistently exhibit 
courtesy and respect to each other and the 
law. 
 

 3 Participants fairly consistently exhibit honor 
and integrity 

4 Participants consistently exhibit courtesy and 
respect to each other and the law. 

 4 Participants consistently exhibit honor and 
integrity. 

 
TOTAL IN PROFESSIONALISM _____ out of 16. 
 

 
TOTAL SCORE ____ out of 100 
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UNDERSTANDING OF PARTICIPANTS IN A TRIAL 
 

Understanding Role of the Parties  Understanding Role of Judge 
1 Performance demonstrates a poor 

understanding of who the parties are and the 
purpose of the parties to a case. 
 

 1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding 
of the purpose of a judge. 

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of who the parties are and the 
purpose of the purpose of the parties to a case. 
 

 2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a judge. 

3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of who the parties are and the 
purpose of the parties to a case. 
 

 3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a judge. 

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of who the parties are and the 
purpose of the parties to a case. 

 4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a judge. 

 
Understanding Role of Bailiff  Understanding Role of Jury 

1 Performance demonstrates a poor 
understanding of the purpose of a bailiff. 
 

 1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding 
of the purpose of a jury. 
 

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a bailiff. 
 

 2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a jury. 
 

3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a bailiff. 
 

 3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a jury. 
 

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a bailiff. 

 4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a jury. 

 
Understanding Role of Plaintiff Attorney(s)  Understanding Role of Defense Attorney(s) 

1 Performance demonstrates a poor 
understanding of the purpose of plaintiff 
attorney(s) (or prosecutors). 
 

 1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding 
of the purpose of defense attorney(s). 
 

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of plaintiff 
attorney(s) (or prosecutors). 
 

 2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of defense 
attorney(s). 
 

3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of plaintiff 
attorney(s) (or prosecutors). 
 

 3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of defense 
attorney(s). 
 

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of plaintiff 
attorney(s) (or prosecutors). 

 4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of defense 
attorney(s). 
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Understanding Role of Witnesses  Understanding Role of Court Reporter 
1 Performance demonstrates a poor 

understanding of the purpose of witnesses. 
 

 1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding 
of the purpose of a court reporter. 
 

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of witnesses. 
 

 2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a court 
reporter. 
 

3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of witnesses. 
 

 3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a court 
reporter. 
 

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of witnesses. 

 4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a court 
reporter. 

 
Understanding Role of Clerk   

1 Performance demonstrates a poor 
understanding of the purpose of the clerk. 
 

   

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of the clerk. 

   

3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of the clerk. 
 

   

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of the clerk. 

   

 
TOTAL IN PARTICIPANTS IN A TRIAL _____ out of 36. 
 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING OF PARTS OF THE TRIAL 
 

Understanding Purpose of Trial  Understanding of Plaintiff’s Case 
1 Performance demonstrates a poor 

understanding of the purpose of a trial. 
 

 1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding 
of the purpose of the plaintiff’s case. 
 

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a trial. 

 2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of the plaintiff’s 
case. 

3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a trial. 
 

 3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of the plaintiff’s 
case. 
 

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a trial. 

 4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of the plaintiff’s 
case. 
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Understanding Defendant’s Case  Understanding Direct Examination 
1 Performance demonstrates a poor 

understanding of the purpose of the 
defendant’s case. 
 

 1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding 
of the purpose of direct examination. 
 

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of the 
defendant’s case. 
 

 2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of direct 
examination. 
 

3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of the 
defendant’s case. 
 

 3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of direct 
examination. 
 

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of the 
defendant’s case. 

 4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of direct 
examination. 

 
Understanding Cross Examination  Understanding Jury Instructions 

1 Performance demonstrates a poor 
understanding of the purpose of cross 
examination. 
  

 1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding 
of the purpose of jury instructions. 
 

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of cross 
examination. 
 

 2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of jury 
instructions. 
 

3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of cross 
examination. 
 

 3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of jury 
instructions. 
 

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of cross 
examination. 

 4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of jury 
instructions. 
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Understanding Opening Statements  Understanding Closing Arguments 

1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding 
of the purpose of opening statements. 
   

 1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding 
of the purpose of closing arguments. 
 

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of opening 
statements. 

 

 2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of closing arguments. 
 

3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of opening 
statements. 
 

 3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of closing arguments. 
 

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of opening 
statements. 

 4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of closing arguments. 

 
TOTAL IN PARTS OF THE TRIAL _____ out of 32 
 

UNDERSTANDING OF GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE 
 

Understanding Role of the Constitution  Understanding Role of Statutes/Ordinances 
1 Performance demonstrates a poor 

understanding of the purpose of a constitution 
and its relationship with statutes and case law. 
 

 1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding 
of the purpose of statutes/ordinances and their 
relationship with case law. 
 

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a constitution 
and its relationship with statutes and case law. 
 

 2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of statutes 
/ordinances and their relationship with case law.

3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a constitution 
and its relationship with statutes and case law. 
 

 3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of statutes 
/ordinances and their relationship with case law. 
 

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of a constitution 
and its relationship with statutes and case law. 

 4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the purpose of statutes 
/ordinances and their relationship with case law.

 
Understanding Role of the Judiciary  Understanding Role of the Legislative Branch 

1 Performance demonstrates a poor 
understanding of the role of the judiciary. 

 1 Performance demonstrates a poor understanding of 
the role of the legislative branch. 

2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the role of the judiciary. 

 2 Performance somewhat demonstrates an 
understanding of the role of the legislative branch. 

3 Performance mostly demonstrate an 
understanding of the role of the judiciary. 

 3 Performance mostly demonstrates an 
understanding of the role of the legislative branch. 

4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the role of the judiciary. 

 4 Performance clearly demonstrates an 
understanding of the role of the legislative branch. 

 
TOTAL IN GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE _____ out of 16 
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Name/Ages of children
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Education Completed
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Physical condition

Religious affiliation

Occupation
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Other information about yourself
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Organizations of which you are a member.
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Public service

Hobbies/Interests

Most memorable childhood event.

Have you had any contact with the legal system?  If
so, what.

Student Handout: Juror Biography
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Cynthia Murray
I am the director of the Minnesota Bike Safety Project.  As part of my job, I run a bike camp where young
people learn how to ride their bikes safely.  I have been doing this for seven years.  During the camp, we focus
on the rules of the road, which include getting off of your bike and walking when you are going to cross the
street in a pedestrian crosswalk.  Also, under Minnesota law, a person may not ride a bike upon a sidewalk
within a business district unless permitted by local authorities.  If a person doesn't obey the bike laws, he or she
can be given a ticket, much like a driver of a car gets a ticket.
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The intersection of Elm Street and Third Avenue is probably the busiest intersection in our town.  There are a lot
of cars and a lot of people on the sidewalk and shopping in the nearby stores.  Because of this, the city council
decided last year that bicycling on the sidewalk is not safe in the downtown area.  Signs saying “No bicycles on
the sidewalk” were placed on every other block.  There is not one on the intersection of Elm and Third, but
there is one at Elm and Second.  There is also a manufacturing plant nearby that causes major traffic and safety
problems.  The folks who work there race to get home and sometimes are not careful about watching for
pedestrians in the crosswalk.   We have had several near accidents recently.  On April 23, Max Paulson was
driving home after work.  Like all of the rest, he was in a hurry to make the turn onto Third Avenue.  He made a
turn between two cars that required him to accelerate very quickly to get out of the way of the oncoming traffic.
The accident investigation found black tire marks on Elm Street where he started his turn.  There was no
evidence that he tried to slow down before he hit the bicyclist.  The force threw the bicyclist across the street.  I
was in my squad car waiting to enter Third from a parking lot.

Sam Smith
I am 17 years old.  On April 23, I was riding my bike south on the sidewalk on Elm Street.   I was in a hurry
because it was starting to get dark and I don’t have a  light on my bike.   I rode past the speedy mart, the
hardware store and the drug store.   I was riding on the sidewalk because the traffic was heavy.  There were a
few people walking on the sidewalk so I had to weave in and out so I wouldn’t hit them.  When I looked at the
traffic light it was green so I rode into the intersection in the crosswalk.  Before I knew it, I was hit by a car that
was turning from Elm Street onto 3rd Avenue.  I only remember thinking “I’m gonna die.”  I woke up in the
ambulance with a badly broken leg.  I had surgery to put pins in my leg to help it heal.  It still hurts sometimes.

Eric Featherstone
I was riding bikes with my friend Sam Smith.  It was starting to get dark so we decided to head home.  We
rode together from the park down Second Avenue toward Elm Street.  At Elm Street we separated.  Sam
turned right, and I turned left.  I didn't know anything had happened to Sam until I got home and his dad called
me to see if Sam was at my house.  I guess the hospital called his dad a couple of minutes later.
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