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DESCRIBL THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

The McCoy Memorial Library stands prominently on the southwest corner
of the public squasre in MeLeansboro, Illingis. 'Mhe building is two and one
helf stories, red brick on a high rusticeted stone foundution. The mansard
rool contains heavily ornamented gable dormers ard is topped with decorative
iron cresting. The house boasis a three and one half story central tower
t8 8 plan corner. The tower is terminated with a pyramidal ecap with a
double windowed gable on each gide. A1l detailing on the house is heavily
scaled Lastlake Style., Windows are elongated double hung sash, topped wity
decorative flat window hoods. The front facade contains a three bay ARLryY
porch with a railing across the top. A large semi-cireular bay bellies cul
from the froni facade, also topped with & railing., Tive of ihe criginal
gevern chimneys remain; one fell in an earthquake end arother was damsmed znd
finally removed. Six attic windews have been bricked in, three on west side
of building, one on south, and twe on nerth.  Other than these minor alterations
the house is in excellent conditieon.

The plan is not unlike other largs houses in I71inois of the 1870's
with = parlor end drawing room on sither side cf the enlrance, a sbair heil
onposing a library in the center and the dining room and kiteken st the far
end of the hall. This first Tloor has been used as a library since 1922. The
seeond fleor, reaclhed by 2 nodern stalrway and entrasnce on the south side,
was after 19022 used as officaes end is currently heing restored for une aos
mugeun snd nistorieal and gensological Library. The crigiral, elshorate 4
cerved grand steircase lecated 2t the mid-point ¢f the floorplan serves sa
an auvxilary route to the second flcor.

The house containsg nire fireplaccs, four cn the main floor and five con
the second fioor., Fach ie uniquely crafted from a different wood or marble

nd decorative tile. The parler fireplace is birds eye maple wvith inlaida
tile featuring s sceene with exctic birds znd an extensively crnamentated
cvermantel.

The iibrary fireplace is hlzek walnut vithdecorative tiles cderiecting
historical events. The fireplace in the dining recon is the mos: unusual -rith
& split flue surrounding & window. The mantel and decorative cver rantel
surrcunding the window is chestnut. Other fireplace mantels ere made from
red cherry, mahogany, quartersavm oak and white marhle, most with decorate
tile surrcounding the firebox. Fireplaces on the second floor are not acs
elaborate as those on the first filcor, yet still are quite besutiful.
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(Architects)

‘SPECIFIC DATES 1084 BUIL.DER/ARCHITECT >
. Reld Brothers, Evensville, Ind.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This impressive structure was constructed in 1884 by Aaron G. Cloud as
o family reeidence. Mr. Cloud war a benker and was also responsible for the
1882 construction of the Cloud State Bank, a Sccond Impire gem immcdiately
north of the house., Architects for the house were the Reld Irothers of
Evensville, Indiana and the contractor was R.A. Stanley.

The structure is far from stylistically pure but iretead is significent
for its provincial eclecticism, The house combirnes elementg of Itslianate,
Second Frpire, Gueen Anne and Lestlzke. The extericr Mastlake dereiling is
outstandireg #s is the interior Queen Annec detailing. Few cxamples ol this
scale, guality, and integrity exist in Hamilton County and in Iliinois.



T VIAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

History of Gallatin, Saline, Hamilton, Franklin, and
Williamson Counties, 1887, pp. 685,

Cloud Manuscripts - Construction Day Book

EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

] o
ACREAGE OF NOMINATER PROPERTY ess than one
UTM REFCRENCES

. - o ) . :
At 61 1316,512,6,0 14,211,706, 0] R Y
ZONE EASTING NOHTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

cl_i| L_l i | Ly ' ol , | Lol bbb 1

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCHIPTIGN

Lots 38 end 39 in town of McLeansboro. FEach lot 60 feet wide and 180 feet deep.
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STATE _ CODE COUNTY CODE
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DRGANIZATION DATE
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FEASTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE 1S:
STATE X LOCAL

NATIONAL _—

As the designates State Historic Presecvation Officer far the National Historic Preservation Act of 1866 (Public Law B3-66561}, |

hareby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nutiﬁ“n‘a Reqister and certlfy that it has beean evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park SeRv ce.
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