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1.) Overview CASC Activities and Performance in reporting period: 

2012 has been another huge year for the Cambodian Acid Survivors Charity (CASC). In January the Royal 
Government of Cambodia passed the much anticipated ‘Acid Law’ which incorporates clear punishment for 
perpetrators found guilty of acid violence, the government’s role in providing medical, legal and rehabilitative 
services to acid burn survivors, and also provides an outline of a regulatory system for the sale and distribution of 
acid. Whilst this is a positive step in the right direction, implementation of this legislation will remain an ongoing 
challenge.  
 
In 2012 CASC expanded the legal unit and was active in the pursuit of justice for survivors of acid burns. Two legal 
cases resulted in the successful conviction of perpetrators.  
 
However, with a dramatic decrease in the number of incidents recorded over the past two years in October the 
medical unit at CASC was temporarily suspended. In the event of future attacks and an increase of the number of 
patients requiring treatment and rehabilitation services at the CASC centre then the medical unit will recommence.  
 
Some of the CASC activities performed in 2012 include the following: 
 

 The medical unit performed a total of 113 medical consultations and 27 operations, whilst the 
physiotherapist performed a total of 4 consultations and 2,190 treatment sessions. Only 2 splints were 
administered. 

 The CASC Pressure Garment Workshop produced 125 garments for 19 survivors, and refitted 95 garments 
for 14 survivors in follow up sessions. 

 CASC social workers have provided 22 acid burn survivors with a total of 273 counseling sessions in-
house or via telephone, with each session lasting approximately forty minutes.  

 CASC social workers also performed a total of 41 home visits to 21 acid burn survivors and their families.  
 The 24 hour Acid burn Hotline received 13 calls from as many survivors, family members, health care 

providers and local authorities.  
 Six ‘Acid Burn Survivors Support Group’ Meetings were conducted on site over a total of 12 days. The 

average attendance of each meeting was approximately 52 survivors.  
 A total of 13 acid burn survivors (6 male, 7 female) completed their stay at CASC and have reintegrated 

back into society  
 The Legal Unit worked on a total of 25 Cases in 2012, 7 of these cases were newly adopted this year in 

relation to the acid attacks that took place in Phnom Penh, Kampong Cham, Siem Reap and Kampong Som.  
 CASC has provided a total of fifty eight children (thirty girls and twenty eight boys) with financial support 

for their education so far this year  
 The CASC outreach team performed 6 outreach missions over a period of 22 days during the reporting 

period, visiting 10 Province to establish links with communities and professional service providers. 
 CASC recorded a total of 7 confirmed acid attacks, 4 accidents and 2 attempted suicides that took place in 

Cambodia in2012, resulting in 15 people being burnt. Three people lost their lives as a direct result of the 
injuries they received during the acid attack.   

On behalf of the acid burn survivors of Cambodia CASC would like to extend a large THANK YOU to CLSA 
Chairman’s Trust, Kadoorie Charitable Foundation, PINK UMBRELLA Foundation, ASTI & UNTF, Maitri 
Trust, ‘Stop Exploitation Now’, Mr Siegfried Weiser and many others for their valuable contributions in 2012. It 
is your ongoing support that makes the work we are doing possible. 
 

2.) Statistical Overview: 

Compiling statistics about acid burn incidents in Cambodia is a difficult task dominated by several ongoing 
challenges. The statistics gathered only reflect the number of incidents that have been recorded. However, countless 
incidents go unrecorded, and countless survivors do not receive suitable care. Currently, CASC has recorded a total 
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of 320 acid burn incidents in 22 different provinces dating back to 1979. A total of 391 victims have been recorded 
as a result of these attacks, with approximately 52% female and 48% male. 13% of the acid burn survivors on 
CASC’s register were burnt as children under the age of 13 years. A total of 36.9% of all acid burn survivors 
recorded by CASC were the victims of violent attacks or unfortunate accidents within Kampong Cham Province; 
Phnom Penh being the next highest contributor is responsible for 17.8% of the overall total. 

CASC recorded a total of seven confirmed acid attacks this year, which marks a significant reduction in frequency 
compared to previous years. However, three of these attacks resulted in fatalities. Phnom Penh was the highest 
contributor, with three of the attacks taking place within the capital city. A total of nine people were burnt as the 
result of acid attacks in 2012, but only six of these people survived.  

 
CASC also recorded a total of four accidental burns throughout the reporting period, with three of this incidence 
taking place within the compound of rubber plantations in Kampong Cham. In the month of September two people 
attempted to commit suicide by drinking acid.   
 

*Below is a table to show the frequency and distribution of acid burn incidents in 2012 that have been recorded on to the CASC register. 
Acid Burns 

2012 
# of 

Attacks   Location of Attack  # of 
Accidents  Location of Accident  Total # of 

Survivors 

January 1  Phnom Penh  (1F)  1  Kampong Cham (1M)  2 (1F & 1M) 

February  ‐  ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ 

March 1  Kampong Cham  (1F & 1M)  ‐  ‐ 
2 (1F, 1M)
Male = 

Deceased 

April 1   Siem Reap (1F)  ‐  ‐  1 (F) 

May ‐  ‐             1  Kampong Cham (1 M)  1 (M) 

June 1  Phnom Penh (1M)  1  Kampong Thom (1M)  2(M) 

July ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐  ‐ 

August 1  Phnom Penh (1F)  ‐  ‐  1(F) 

September ‐  ‐  2 Suicides  Kratie (1M)
Phnom Penh (1M) 

2(M) Both 
Deceased 

October ‐  ‐   ‐  ‐  ‐ 

November ‐  ‐  ‐             ‐  ‐ 

December 2  Kampong Som (1F) 
Siem Reap (1F & 1M)  1  Kampong Cham (1M) 

4 (2M & 2F)
Both Females 
deceased 

Total  7 
Attacks  4 Provinces (9 people)   4 Accidents, 

2 Suicides   4 provinces (6 people) 
15 (9M , 6 F)
[1M + 2F Died 
from attacks] 

 
Eighteen survivors with old burns (Pre-2012) were also added to the CASC register, after gaining contact via the 24 
hour hotline, outreach missions, and general referrals. All new registers with old burns this year have received 
services from CASC. Therefore CASC gained twenty nine new admissions in the reporting period; which includes 
eighteen new registers with old burns (Pre -2012).  
 
3.) Overview of Medical Services  
 
The medical unit at CASC (in conjunction with staff from the Children’s Surgical Centre) has performed a total of 
one hundred and thirteen consultations and twenty seven operations in 2012. 
  

*Table to show an overview of CASC Medical Services Performed throughout 2012. 

Medical Services  Jan ‐ Mar  Apr ‐ Jun  Jul ‐ Sep  Oct – Dec   2012 Total 
Consultations  32  29  36  16  113 
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Operations  12  5  5  5  27 
 

   
Above: One survivor shows off her 
 neck splint  
 
 
3.1) Pressure Garments at CASC:  
 

 
 
Above:  Survivor shows off her newly  
fitted pressure garments 
 
The CASC Pressure Garment Tailor Department produced a total of one hundred and twenty five new garments to a 
total of nineteen acid burn survivors. They also adjusted an additional ninety five garments that were previously 
fitted.  
 
3.2)     24 Hour Acid Burn Hotline: 
 
The 24 hour acid burn hotline is run by the Medical Unit at CASC (the CASC Doctor and nurse are responsible for 
this service). The purpose of the hotline is to provide a means of contact for victims of acid violence and acid burns. 
They can receive first aid advice, enquire into CASC services, and express concerns that they might have. However, 
approximately 50%   of   most calls on the hotline are from medical professionals in regional hospitals, informing 
CASC of acid patients that they have in their care, but do not have the means to provide adequate medical treatment. 
Furthermore, the hotline is also used to inform CASC of new acid violence incidents from local community 
members who express their concern for the livelihood of these survivors. Therefore the hotline has become a 
valuable tool for CASC in notification and referral networks, catering somewhat exclusively for acid survivors and 
their families, however receiving calls from other concerned parties. 
 
Throughout the reporting period the 24 hour Acid burn Hotline received thirteen calls from acid burn survivors, 
health service providers, and local leaders.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

One example includes a phone call received on the 14th of April at approximately 13:00.  Loch Thorn was transporting acid in a 
plastic container whilst riding his motorbike back to the rubber farm in Chouk Village, Tamoung Commune, Memut District of 
Kampong Cham. According to the information CASC received, he crashed his motorbike and burnt his face (and a little bit of 
his chest) with the acid. His family immediately called the CASC 24 hour hotline number to seek advice for first aid. They had 
become aware of the CASC hotline number through the various outreach missions that CASC has conducted in Memut District 
in the past. The patient received instructions to dilute the acid with a constant flow of clean water (with special attention to the 
eyes) whilst he makes his way to Kampong Cham Provincial Hospital. That very evening Kampong Cham Provincial Hospital 
decided that they could not treat the patient so they referred him to Kossomak Hospital. The patient contacted the CASC 
hotline again and requested to be transferred to CASC/CSC for treatment. On the 15th of May Loch Thorn arrived at 
CASC/CSC and has received treatment for his eyes.  

*A Table to show an overview of Physiotherapy and other Medical Services performed throughout 2012.

Physiotherapy Services  Jan ‐ Mar  Apr ‐ Jun  Jul ‐ Sep  Oct ‐ Dec  2012 Total 
PT Consultation  1  2  1  ‐  4 

 PT Treatment Session  888  460  778  64  2,190 
Splints Fitted  1  1  ‐  ‐  2 

Throughout the reporting period the CASC physiotherapist performed a total of 
four consultations and two thousand one hundred and ninety treatment sessions to 
patients, with each session lasting approximately 45 minutes. Only two splints 
were fitted.  

The following table depicts the number of pressure garments constructed for acid burn 
survivors, and the number of follow up refitting sessions performed in 2012. 
 

Pressure Garments   Jan ‐ Mar  Apr ‐ Jun  Jul ‐ Sep  Oct ‐ Dec  2012 TOTAL 
# of New Garments Produced  57  40  23  5  125 

# of survivors   14  12  11  2  19 
# of follow up/refitting sessions  64  6  20  5  95 

# of Survivors  12  2  4  2  14 

CASC would like to thank ‘Acid Survivors Trust International’ for their generous support sourcing and 
providing the specialized ‘powernet’ material that is used to construct the pressure garments.  
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4.)  Support Services  
 
4.1) Social Reintegration: 
 
A total of thirteen acid burn survivors (6 male, 7 female) completed their stay at CASC and have reintegrated back 
into society. Whilst they have moved off the CASC premises they remain CASC patients actively participating in 
CASC activities such as the ABSSG meeting and utilize services such as the educational fund.  
 
4.2a) Counseling 
 
Counseling and psycho-social support is an important component of the rehabilitation process for acid burn 
survivor’s successful reintegration back into society. CASC has been looking to increase the quality and capability 
of our social workers capacity to provide the support required to deal with any situation encountered. Throughout 
the reporting period CASC social workers have provided twenty two acid burn survivors with a total of two hundred 
and seventy three counseling sessions in-house or via telephone, with each session lasting approximately 40 
minutes.  
 

*Table to show Counseling services performed throughout 2012 

Counseling Services   Jan – Mar   Apr ‐ Jun  Jul – Sep  Oct ‐ Dec  2012 Total 

Counseling Sessions  89  63  76  45  273 
# of ABS receiving Counseling  15  13  11  19  22 

 
4.2b) Home visits 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
Above:  CASC doctor performs a medical checkup during a home visit 

4.3)    Support Group Meetings – ABSSG: 
 
During the reporting period six acid burn survivor support group meetings were hosted and facilitated on site at 
CASC.  Below is a table to show the frequency of attendance during those meetings… 
 

Month of ABSSG Meeting Dates of Meeting Males in 
Attendance 

Females in 
Attendance 

Total 
Attendance 

February 15th & 16th 23 35 58 

April 4th & 5th 23 34 57 

June 26th & 27th 23 29 52 
August 21st & 22nd 21 30 51 

October/November 31st & 1st 20 31 51 

CASC social workers also performed a total of 41 home 
visits to 21 acid burn survivors and their families this 
quarter. In many cases the survivors received follow up 
counseling after recently being discharged from the CASC 
centre and returning home. During these home visits acid 
burn survivors can receive counseling, discuss the issues 
and challenges that they encounter in day to day life, and 
develop solutions to further assist them in their 
reintegration. On several of these occasions the survivors 
were also provided with basic food supplies such as sacks 
of rice.  
 
The aim of the home visit service is to provide 
psychological and social support the survivors whom are in 
the process of reintegrating themselves back into society. 
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December 26th & 27th 17 25 42 

Over the twelve days the following activities took place… 
 
Medical Workshops & Presentations Performed:  

• Access to medical treatment for acid burn survivors X 6  
• Notification and referral – access to health care, first aid, burns managements X 6 
• Nursing Care and Hygiene workshop X 5 
• Physiotherapy – Prevention of developing contractures  X 6  
• Pressure Garments X 6 

     – Use and benefits – Survivors testimonies  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Social Welfare workshops:  
• Vocational Training and employment options X 3 
• Livelihood and income generation X 3 
• Nature and scope of Acid Violence in Cambodia 

X 2  
• Financial Independence X 1 

    – Positive and negatives of taking loans 
• Survivor testimonies (9) – ‘Changes in my life’  
• Practical Agricultural Skills X 2  
• Living in a Happy Family X 3 
• Identifying personal strengths X 4 
• Educational Support X 3 
• Fear Workshop X 1  
• Trauma Releasing X 1 
• Mental Health X 1 
• Stress Management X 2 

Above: Social Welfare Group Discussion activity (June Meeting) 

Field trip to Banteay Prieb Training Center for 
Disabled People: 

• Vocational Training Opportunities (April) 
 

Left:  Group picture during the excursion to Banteay Preab 
 
 
On the 26th of December the participants of the meeting 
went on a one day excursion to Kep and Kampot Province. 

Legal Aid Group Discussions:  
• Article 17 of Acid Law  
• Article 16 of Acid Law  
• Strengths of the acid law  
• Weaknesses of the acid law  
• Kampong Cham Legal Case – Process 

and Experience  
• Strengths and weaknesses of Article 14 of 

the acid law 
• Strengths and Weaknesses of Article 16 

of the acid law 

Legal Aid Workshops:    
• Acid Law – Chapter 1  
• Case study – In relation to Chapter 1 of the 

Acid Law  
• Understanding about acid law (Chapter 3 & 4)  
• Acid Law – Contents and implications  
• Kampong Cham Legal Case – Process and 

Experience  
• Acid Law – Article 14  
• Acid Law: Article 15  
• Sharing experiences in the courts  
• Understanding about acid law (Chapter 5 & 6)  

Social Welfare Group Discussions:  
• Based on experiences shared in the Survivor 

testimonies  
      – Challenges and methods engaged to 
overcome   

• Family life X3  
• Life after Acid Burn X 3 
• Parenthood & Family X 3 
• Livelihood and income generation X 2 
• Stress Management X 4 
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4.4) Skills training and work placements:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
In January, three acid burn survivors were successfully enrolled in one-year vocational skill training at Banteay 
Prieb Centre and ‘Youth with Disabilities Foundation for Education and Employment’ (YODIFEE).  
 

Information related to vocational skill training: 
Nº Name Sex Home Province Course Period 

1 Yim Sarun M Prey Veng Motor Repairing 1 year 

2 Nuon Sokda M Kompot Motor Repairing 1 year 

3 But Sim F Pursat Tailoring 1 year 

 
Work placements for acid burn survivors remain difficult to secure. Discrimination and stigmatization in society 
drastically reduces the employment options for acid burn survivors.  CASC has been working diligently towards 
establishing new relationships with potential employers that we look to utilize throughout 2013 to secure work 
placements for acid burn survivors, however this is an ongoing challenge.  
 
During 2012 CASC has employed an additional two acid burn survivors to fulfill the roles of cook and cleaner.  
 
4.5) Educational Support:  

 
 
4.6) Income Generating Project 
 
4.6a) ‘Bags by Acid Burn Survivors’ 
 

 
 
 
 

CASC has provided a total of fifty eight children 
(thirty girls and twenty eight boys) with financial 
support for their education so far this year. Nine of 
the children that received education support were 
acid burn survivors themselves.   
 
CASC would like to extend a large THANK YOU 
to ‘STOP EXPLOITATION NOW’ and for their on-
going support to the ‘CASC Educational Fund’ 
Program.  

The ‘Bags by Acid Burn Survivors’ Project has continued to 
develop during this quarter, experimenting with new materials and 
product designs, as well as forging new relationships which may 
assist in expanding international distribution. CASC currently has 
thirteen acid burn survivors producing BABS products, with each 
producer earning up to $50 each month. During the reporting period 
BABS products were in Cambodia, Hong Kong, Britain, USA and 
Australia.  

*Left:   Survivors and their children receiving from the CASC 
educationalFund show off some of their arts and crafts. 

*Below:       New BABS Products are currently available  

 

Sewing   Education 
Crochet   Moto mechanics 
Music   Beautification  
Cooking 

A total of fifteen individuals receiving CASC services 
(acid burn survivors, relatives of survivors, and affiliate 
patients) participated in vocational training programs at 
various NGO’s as facilitated by CASC this quarter. 
Such training courses include… 

In October and November, the above 
students graduated from their respective 
courses, and with some financial 
assistance from CASC have now 
established small businesses. 
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4.6b) Agricultural Project: 
 
The underlying theme of this project is to offer survivors economic opportunity through basic agricultural training 
and access to a working plot of farming land. The overall aim of establishing this project is to provide survivors with 
the necessary platform to maintain a sustainable income, gain further independence, and improve individual’s 
perception of self worth and to reduce the stigmatization of acid burn survivors within the greater society.  
 
The agricultural project offers skill development and income generation for survivors during their physical and 
psychological rehabilitation. It is anticipated that in the long term individuals will be able to independently transfer 
these invaluable skills and knowledge in order to make a successful and positive reintegration to their village 
communities.  
 
Survivors often require retraining and exposure to new concepts and employment possibilities in a supportive and 
secure environment. Through this project it is envisaged that individuals will gain the appropriate skills and 
knowledge to one day achieve sustainable economic independence. In a localized community setting survivors  
 
In order to successfully reintegrate victims of acid violence, particularly women and children, to their communities 
they must have the appropriate skills in order to be self-sufficient and independent. Due to the physical limitations 
resulting from acid violence there are limited options available to survivors in regards to employment. 
 
During the reporting period crops cultivated and harvested include cabbage, green beans, mushrooms, tomatoes, 
taro, sweet potato, papaya, eggplants and turnips. A total of 349.5kg of produce was harvest for sale this year. All 
crops and food produced by the agricultural project are eaten and enjoyed by the patients on site during each meal.  
In the instances where there is left over produce it is sold at the local market or to the canteen at the ‘Children’s 
Surgical Centre’ for patient food.  
 

        
Above:    Harvesting crops produced through the agricultural project 

 
Unfortunately, due to limited interest and active participation in this project, the future of Agricultural program at 
CASC will be revaluated in the 1st quarter of 2013.  
 
Aquaponic Pilot Project: 

Throughout 2012 we have been experimenting mainly with ordinary lettuce and morning glory. So far we have had 
great success in growing the morning glory; however our initial batch of lettuces did not grown to satisfaction. We 
now understand that the reason behind this is insufficient sunlight as well as a lack of nutrient levels in the water. In 
order to revert this situation we have removed one layer of shading from the vegetable growing area. Regarding the 
lack of sufficient nutrients, this is quite normal during the start-up of any aquaponic system. At the vegetable 
nursery we have also been experimenting with different methods of growing seedlings. In order to ensure that their 
root system matures to the appropriate level for transplantation into the aquaponic troughs we are now aiming to for 
4 weeks and then for another 4 weeks in the aquaponic troughs until they reach harvest size. 
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Above:  Red Talapia raised through the aquaponics system 
 
4.7a) Legal Assistance: 
 
Throughout the reporting period the Legal Unit has been working towards achieving justice for 25 acid burn 
survivors in as many cases. A total of seven new cases were adopted during the reporting period, in relation to the 
acid attacks that took place in Phnom Penh, Kampong Cham.  Eight legal cases were dropped this year, three of 
them the result of the perpetrator failing to launch an appeal within the appropriate time frame. Three cases were 
dropped due to lack of evidence, and two cases were dropped as the survivor wished to withdraw their claim (after 
receiving an out of court financial settlement).  
 
Two legal cases went to trial during the reporting period, both resulting in the conviction of the perpetrators. Please 
see details below: 
 
Below:  Article Published on 28/6/2012 in the Phnom Penh Post 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Legal Unit at CASC anticipate more acid burn survivors to show interest in pursuing their cases once the ‘Acid 
Legislation’ currently under development has been finalized and implemented.   
 
Therefore the legal unit at CASC current has 17 Cases pending at the moment. 
 
4.7b) Legal Reform/Advocacy:  
 
Regular meetings, correspondence and coordination with CCHR regarding the development of a strategic advocacy 
plan. Items discussed include… 

• General implementation of the acid law 
o Response by law enforcement agencies in relation to new acid cases that have taken place in 2012 

Through the Aquaponics pilot project CASC has 
sold approximately 84.5kg of fish this quarter. A 
total of 107.5kg of Morning Glory produced by the 
project we harvested and sold to the local market.  
 
The goal for the remainder of 2012 is to keep 
experimenting with alternative vegetable cultivation 
until achieving identifying the best varieties that 
produce the most satisfactory results.  
 
In September CASC started to experiment with the 
introduction of 112 river prawns and lobsters in the 
system. 

Koh Kong Case: 
Trial date was set for the 23rd of May. On the 31st of May the 
perpetrator was sentenced (in absentia) to 8 years in prison (under 
Criminal Code 2009 Article 223 ‘Aggravating Circumstances’ 
causes mutilation and disability. The court ordered the victim to 
receive 120 Million R in compensation.  
 
Kampong Cham Case: 
Trial was conducted on the 14th of June in Kampong Cham 
Provincial Court. On the 27th of June the verdict was announced. 
The perpetrator was convicted of ‘Intentional Violence using acid 
leading to disability. He received a sentence of 10 years in Prison 
and has been ordered to pay 5K USD in Compensation. The 
perpetrator has indicated that they will attempt to appeal this 
verdict. 



11 
 

o Impunity of perpetrators in the courts 
 Distribution of acid law to prosecutors, judges, police officers. 

• Public approach – Use the media as platform to maintain public focus on the issue and scrutinize the 
government’s actions.  

• Continue to assist acid survivors with legal assistance and monitor their case. 
• Identifying areas for future collaboration 

*An Unofficial translation of the Acid Law is available in the Appendices Section of this report. 
 
5.) Prevention, Public Awareness, & Publicity: 
 
In 2012 the CASC team has further amplified its efforts to increase public awareness of acid violence and first aid 
techniques. CASC has in a public awareness campaign that spans five different types of media; Newspapers, 
documentary, radio, online and Journal and magazine publications.  Local newspapers such as the Phnom Penh Post, 
and Cambodia Daily have published multiple articles, along with international news providers such as ‘Voice of 
America’.  
 
Newspaper: 

• The Phnom Penh Post and Cambodia Daily conducted multiple interviews with the Project Manager and 
Medical/Legal Advisor throughout the year 

• In the 4th quarter Spanish news providers Vocento conducted several interviews with the Project Manager 
and Medical/Legal Advisor. 

Radio 
• On the 5th of January Mr Ziad Samman was interviewed by Bayon TV and Radio (over the phone) in 

relation to the legislation, and the phenomena of acid violence in Cambodia. Updated statistics were 
provided. 

• On the 4th of October a radio article was published on Swedish news provider SVERIGES Radio… 
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=1650&artikel=5295386 

Publication: 
• The January Edition of ‘South East Asia GLOBE’ Magazine published a feature article about begging in 

Cambodia. One of the main case studies was an acid burn survivor who begs outside of S21.  Comments 
from an interview with the CASC Project Manager that was conducted in December 2011 was included. 
Information about specifically CASC is presented in a feature box.  
 

• On the 10th and 13th of February 2012 two Freelance Journalists Mr Jonas Grazter and Mr Johan Augustin 
visit CASC to obtain more information for a article to promote awareness about acid violence at the 
international level.  They are well established in the industry, having been nominated for several awards, 
and regularly have articles published in Daily Scandinavian Newspapers and Vanity Fair Magazine. We 
will be informed of which media outlets will publish the article once it has been complete. This is expected 
to take place in the second quarter.  

o On the 30th of May 2012 CASC a large feature article was published in the ‘Allas’ Magazine 
(Swedish). Please see below…  
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Online: 
• Following the Visit from the Pari Team, Ms Allie Hoffman submit this Blog posting to the ‘Lessons 

Learnt’ Website – A well established and popular Blog site for people working in the NGO sector in 
Cambodia. Please follow this link to view the article:  
http://lessonsilearned.org/2012/03/pari-project-guest-post-from-grassroots-ngo-to-lawmaker/  
 

• Award winning photojournalist Mr. Carsten Stormer (whom had worked with CASC is early 2011) had 
published the following images and information about acid violence online through www.acurator.com. 
Please follow this link to view the publication:  
http://www.acurator.com/blog/2012/03/carsten-stormer-acid-attack survivors.html#.T1ltfhsUvno.facebook 
 

• CASC has also been working with the Thompson Reuters foundation in association with ‘Trustlaw’. On the 
3rd of October the following article was published… 

  http://www.trust.org/trustlaw/news/cambodia-acid-attack-law-raises-hopes-concerns  
 

• On the 21st of September the ‘Voice of America’ news piece was published in English radio, online, and 
television, and was later published on all three mediums in Khmer. 
http://www.voanews.com/content/acid_attacks_continue_in_cambodia_despite_harsher_punishments/151
1714.html 

Documentary: 
• A Singaporean filmmaking team ‘Stars for a cause’ filmed a documentary at CASC in June 2011. The aim 

of this documentary was to use the influence and exposure of the celebrity host of the show (Ms. Michelle 
Yeu) to raise awareness at an international level, targeting youth.  

o On Friday the 24th of February 2012 the documentary ‘Stars for a Cause: Michelle Chiu’ aired 
Singapore and has also been released on the internet. The documentary is approximately 45 
minutes long, and has raised awareness within the region. We have received many enquiries about 
donations as a result. The documentary was filmed at CASC and facilitated by CASC in May of 
2011. 

• From February – May 2012 CASC has been in close correspondence with Mr Andrew Patterson (Action 
News Asia) who is conducting feasibility research to film a documentary about the first acid case under the 
new law. On the 30th of May he flew in to Cambodia, conducted initial research, and join the legal unit in 
Koh Kong to observe the case. It is likely that Mr Patterson will pursue the prospect of creating a 
documentary once the first legal case under the Acid Law goes to trial.  

6) Notification & Referral:  
 
The CASC team has been working towards expanding its notification and referral network this quarter. This activity 
is of great importance as CASC relies on its referral networks for information about new cases and gaining contact 
with survivors whom have not yet been registered.  
 
The outreach program proves to be an effective method of notification and referral network expansion, with an 
increase in the number of calls from local health care providers (visited during outreach missions) on the 24 hour 
hotline service indicating its success.  
 
6.1) Outreach Program: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Above: Photo’s taken during the mission to Koh Kong 
Province 

Outreach Missions are an effective tool in 
expanding notification and referral networks 
amongst health care providers and NGO’s 
operating in rural or more isolated areas. By 
establishing relationships with local leaders and 
communities at the grass roots level CASC has 
been able gain access to acid survivors that 
have not received the necessary medical 
treatment or have been isolated by society. 
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The outreach missions also offer a platform to raise public awareness about the nature of acid, the dangers involved 
with handling acid, first aid techniques in the result of burns, and the various services that CASC can provide 
survivors. Therefore, whilst outreach missions are a tool to raise public awareness about the issue and prevent future 
incidence, it is also a means of expanding our notification and referral systems in place so that CASC has greater 
access to the survivors that require our services, and survivors have greater access to CASC.  
 
The purpose is to impart knowledge to health care providers and the general public in ‘target areas’ on how to 
administer first aid to acid burn survivors, as well as refer patients to CASC or urge survivors to do so themselves 
following an acid attack/accident. 
 
During the reporting period six outreach missions were conducted to the following provinces… 
 

• Koh Kong (24-26th of January) 
• Kampong Cham (3rd of February)  
• Kratie (24th -28th of April).  
• Preah Vihear & Kampong Thom (18th-21st of July) 
• Oddar Meanchey & Banteay Meanchey (25th-28th of September) 
• Takeo, Svay Reng & Prey Veng (17th -21st of December)  

The CASC team performed prevention and awareness workshops, first aid presentations, and distributed information 
about CASC services. At the end of each session the villagers understanding of first aid techniques were evaluated. 
Below is a table to show the number of sensitization and briefing meetings that were conducted with the local 
authorities and professional service providing institutions throughout the 6 missions… 
 
 

Province  Government 
Agencies 

Health Care 
Institutions 

Judiciary & Law 
Enforcement 

Community 
Meeting  I/NGO 

Koh Kong  3  4  1  2  1 
Kampong Cham  0  1  0  1  1 

Kratie  3  7  2  14  1 
Preah Vihear  0  3  1  0  0 

Kampong Thom  0  2  2  2  1 
Prey Veng  1  1  1  1  0 
Svay Reng  1  0  0  1  1 
Takeo  1  0  1  1  0 

Oddar Meanchey  2  1  1  2  0 
Banteay Meanchey  1  4  0  2  0 

                 
Total # of Sensitization 
meetings & Workshops 
Conducted 

12  23  9  26  5 
*The CASC outreach team also performed to sessions with educational centers in Banteay Meanchey. 

 

During each mission copies of the ‘Acid Law’ and the CASC Situational Analysis Report (Nov 2011) were 
distributed to the health centers, local law enforcement and government entities. A total of 403 copies of the acid 
law were disseminated, along with 189 copies of the Situational Analysis report.  

 
In addition to these workshops, the team also investigated other cases of survivors that CASC has previously never 
been in contact with.  
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Networking in Local Areas: 
 
CASC has been diligently working towards building a sustainable network of partners in target areas who we can 
trust to forward survivors to us. In addition, CASC is also gaining greater knowledge of the level of awareness of the 
dangers of acid, as well as first aid measures in case of an acid burns in target areas 
 
The CASC team has established strong cooperative relationships with the Village and Commune leaders to each 
destination visited. CASC can expect assistance from these people in reporting new cases in the future. 
 
7.) Partnership and Networking: 
 
Throughout 2012 thus far CASC haw been working diligently towards strengthening its existing partnership 
relationships with other NGO’s such as LICADHO, CCHR, ADHOC, Mekong Project, and Banteay Priep. 
 
CASC currently enjoys a collaborative relationship with the following organizations: 
 

Organization Website Relationship 
AFESIP - Agir pour les Femmes 
en Situation Precaire 

www.afesip.org CASC works with AFESIP to combat the trafficking of 
Children. 

Banteay Preap - CASC has established a cooperative relationship with 
Banteay Preap, who provides skills training to disabled 
peoples.  

CCHR - Cambodian Centre for 
Human Rights 

www.cchrcambodia.org CASC is working with CCHR to produce a report to 
provide recommendations for the ‘Acid Committee’ and 
the development of acid regulation legislation. 

CDP - Cambodian Defenders 
Project 

www.cdpcambodia.org CDP provides legal aid to ‘the poor and vulnerable’ of 
Cambodia, including survivors of acid attacks. 

Cambodia House - BABS Distributor 
LICADHO – Cambodian League 
for the Promotion & Defense of 
Human Rights 

www.licadho-cambodia.org
 

LICADHO is a legal aid provider that works with CASC, 
providing acid burn survivors legal representation. 

ADHOK – Cambodian Human 
Rights & Development 
Association 

www.adhok-chra.org  ADHOK provides legal aid to some of CASC’s acid burn 
survivors.  

CSC – Children’s Surgical Centre www.csc.org CSC works closely with CASC, providing free medical 
treatment to acid burn survivors.  

Friends International www.friends-international.org Provides skills development training and job placements 
for Acid burn survivors 

Hagar Cambodia www.hagarcambodia.org HAGAR provides skills development and training to acid 
burn survivors.  

IOM – International Organization 
for Migration 

www.iom.int IOM assists CASC with migration issues for acid 
survivors.  

Jars of Clay - BABS Distributor 
NCDP – National Centre for 
Disabled People 

www.ncdpcam.org NCDP works in conjunction with CASC on the BABS 
project, retailing BABS products.  

SSC - Social Services of 
Cambodia 

www.ssc.org.kh SSC assists CASC staff with both psychology expertise 
and social work consultancy.  

Sunrise Children’s Village www.scv.org.au CASC works with Sunshine Children’s Village, assisting 
orphaned children of acid burn survivors.  

Mekong Project  Provides training and technical support for psychosocial 
services.   

 
8.) Operational Management of CASC: 

Several amendments to the operational management of CASC and organizational chart were put into effect 
throughout the reporting period, most notably the expansion of the legal unit and the suspension of physiotherapy 
and nursing care services on site.  
 

• CASC looked to expand the legal unit in response to the development of the acid law and in anticipation of 
more legal cases going to trial as a subsequent result.  
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• In the 4th quarter of 2012 physiotherapy and nursing care services were suspended as result reduced 
numbers of patients on site. The CASC Nurse and Physiotherapist were transferred to CSC. 

 
CASC welcomed the following new staff members to the team in 2012: 

• Dr Keo Vanna - ‘Chief Medical Officer’  
• Ms. Phon Vichra – ‘Administration Assistant’  
• Ms. Phal Theany – ‘Legal Unit Manager’  
• Ms. Meas Channa – ‘Social Worker’ 
• Ms. Sharon Beijer – ‘Legal Officer’ 
• Ms. Sim Chanty – ‘Cook/Cleaner’  

 
The following staff members completed their employment at CASC this year:  

• Dr. Horng Lairapo - ‘Medical & Legal Advisor’ 
• Ms.Tim Sokhim – ‘Cook/Cleaner’ 
• Mr. Kong Sidoeun - ‘Legal Officer’  
• Mr. Marn Sokhon – ‘Social Worker’ 
• Mr. Nob Visal – ‘Social Worker’ 
• Ms. Lao Chakriya – ‘Nurse’ 
• Ms. Yim Bonika – ‘Physiotherapist’  
• Mr. Pring Chanvireak – ‘Driver/Maintenance’ 

 
*The new organizational chart for 2013 can be viewed in the Appendices Section of this report. 

 
 
 
In 2012 CASC received a total of $152,854 in donated funds.  
 
In February CAS received a generous donation of $1,000 from Mr. George Maurice. 
 
In June CASC received the second installment of a three year grant with the PINK UMBRELLA Foundation. A 
donation of $30,425 was received. 
 
The UN Trust Fund (UNTF) provided CASC with $14,500 in 2012 to complete the final year of the project 
‘Towards ending acid and burns violence against women and girls in Cambodia’. 
 
In September a private donor donated $11,000 towards our Prevention, advocacy, and public awareness’ Campaign.   

The Lloyd George Foundation continued to support CASC this year with a $9,975 donation in November 
 
In November CLSA Chairman’s Trust provided CASC with the first installment of a three year grant. A total of 
$65,800 was received.   
 
An additional $20,154 was raised through other generous donors.   
 
On behalf of the acid burn survivors of Cambodia CASC would like to extend a large THANK YOU to CLSA 
Chairman’s Trust, Kadoorie Charitable Foundation, PINK UMBRELLA Foundation, ASTI & UNTF, Maitri 
Trust, ‘Stop Exploitation Now’, Mr Siegfried Weiser and many others for their valuable contributions in 2012. It 
is your ongoing support that makes the work we are doing possible 
 
 
 
 
 

8.1) Funding: 
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Cambodian Acid Survivors Charity 2012 
Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual 

 January through December 2012 
 

Jan-Dec 
12 Budget 

$ Over 
Budget 

%of 
Budget 

Income 

500 · Donations 152,854 25,000 127,854 611%

550 · Interest Income 459 500 (41) 92%

560 · Fund bal Brought Forward 0 174,178 (174,178) 0%

570 · IGP - Bag by Acid Burn Survivor 4,769 6,600 (1,831) 72%

580 · Other Income 3,973       

Total Income 162,055 206,278 (44,222) 79%

Expense 

4D100 · Medical Treatment Program 111,665 128,248 (16,583) 87%

4D200 · Prevention & Advocacy Program 10,657 15,826 (5,169) 67%

4D300 · ABS Workshops and Support Group 7,385 7,000 385 106%

4D400 · Social Reintergration Program 9,972 15,840 (5,868) 63%

4D500 · Legal Program 18,680 8,088 10,592 231%

4D600 · Shelter Rental 3,000 3,000 0 100%

4D700 · Depreciation Expenses 6,125 6,125 0 100%

4I100 · Operating Costs 17,189 23,145 (5,956) 74%

4I200 · Administration Payroll 12,434 12,636 (202) 98%

4I300 · Staff Development and Training 474 1,200 (726) 40%

4I400 · Utilities 7,333 7,200 133 102%

4I500 · Professional Fees 5,483 7,500 (2,017) 73%

Total Expense 210,396 235,808 (25,412) 89%

Net Income (48,341) (29,530) (18,811) 164%

9.)        Financial Report:  
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Appendices: 
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Law on Regulating Concentrate Acid 
Unofficial Translation done by CCHR(Dec 2011) 

 
CHAPTER 1 

General Provisions 
 
Article 1  
This law aims to set out the regulation and controlling of all kind of Concentrate Acid that can 
cause harm on health and life of other persons.  
 
Article 2  
This law aims to sets out the prevention, curbing, and crackdown of all kind of Concentrate Acid 
attempt and offences causing damage on health and life of other persons.  
 
Article 3  
The scope of this law applies to all of the production, innovation, import, export, packaging, 
transportation, possession, distribute, buying, selling, storing, and using of all kind of 
Concentrate Acid that can cause damage on health and life of other persons in the Kingdom of 
Cambodia.  
 
Article 4  
Concentrate Acid, in this law, referred to acid, raw material and substances containing acid in 
any form whether in liquid or solid form and contain pH equal or less than 3(three) that can 
cause damage on health and life of other persons as listed in the annex of this law. This annex 
can be changed by Sub Decree.  
 

CHAPTER 2 
Competence of Regulating Concentrate Acid 

 
Article 5  
Production, innovation, import, export, packaging, transportation, possession, distribute, buying, 
selling, storing, and using of all kind of Concentrate Acid shall have license or permission letter 
or which set out by provision of other relevant laws and standards.  
 
Article 6  
Issuing a license or permission letter that related to the import, export, production and innovation 
for all kind of Concentrate Acid is under competence of Ministry of Industry Mines and Energy.  
For Hydrochloric Acid and Sulfuric Acid which are used in health sector are under competence 
of Ministry of Health. 
 
Issuing a license or permission letter regarding the importing of all kind of Concentrate Acid for 
business purpose including possession for general uses is under competence of Ministry of 
Commerce.  
 
Article 7  
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Formats and conditions of selling, buying, storing, distributing, transportation, packaging, 
possession and using of all kind of concentrate acid will be provided by Sub Decree.  
 
Article 8  
Any natural person or legal entities with license permit to use all kind of Concentrate Acid shall 
use them according to their purpose with respect to the technical standard in the highest level of 
security.  
 
Article 9  
All kind of Concentrate Acid which listed in the annex of this law are permitted to use in the 
purpose of serving the industry, health, agriculture, handicraft, technology, science, scientific 
research, experiment, testing and other sectors to serve the purpose of economic and social 
interests and in daily legitimate uses only.  

 
CHAPTER 3 

Support of the Victim(s) of Concentrate Acid Attack 
 
Article 10  
In the case of seeing the victim of Concentrate Acid attack, responsible and relevant authority 
must immediately bring the victim(s) to the closest health centers, state-own hospital or any 
other state-own health institutions.  
 
Article 11  
Health center, state-own hospital or other state-own health institutions shall provide support and 
treatment to the victim(s) of Concentrate Acid free of charge.  
Identify the level of disability of the victim of Concentrate Acid attack is under competence of 
specialized committee which established by the Ministry of Health.  
The state shall provide legal support to the victim(s) of Concentrate Acid.  
 
Article 12  
Support, rehabilitation and reintegration the victim of Concentrate Acid into society are under 
competence of Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans, and Youth Rehabilitation.  
 
Article 13  
The states encourage the participation from public, associations, national and international NGOs 
and private sectors to support the victim of Concentrate Acid. 

 
CHAPTER 4 

Penalties 
 
Article 14  
Production, innovation, import, export, packaging, transportation, carry, distribute, buying, 
selling, storing, and using of all kind of Concentrate Acid without license or permission or 
without respect of others relevant laws or standards, the following penalties will apply:  
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1. Punished to monetary fine between 500,000 (five hundred thousands) riel to 1,500,000 (one 
thousand five hundred thousand) riel and additional penalty by confiscating Concentrate Acid, if 
possess of Concentrate Acid less than 500 (five hundred) milliliters.  
 
2. Punished to monetary fine between 1,500,000 (one thousand five hundred thousands) riel to 
10,000,000 (ten millions) riel and additional penalty by confiscating Concentrate Acid, if possess 
Concentrate Acid more than 500 (five hundred) milliliters.  
 
3. In case of Sulfuric Acid in chemical solution which has density less than 33% used for battery 
will be allowed to possess, sell, buy, store and use not more than 25 Kilogram. In the case more 
than 25 Kilogram the punishment in the section 1 and 2 in this article will be applied according 
to the amount of acid that over limitation.  
 
Article 15  
Legal entities can be declared for Criminal Responsibility according to article 42 (Criminal 
Responsibility for Legal Entities) in Criminal Code for criminal offence that stated in article 14 
above.  
 
Legal entities are punished to monetary fine from 5,000,000 (five millions) riel to 10,000,000 
(ten millions) riel if possess Concentrate Acid less than 500 (five hundred) milliliters.  
 
Legal entities are punished to monetary fine from 10,000,000 (ten millions) riel to 50,000,000 
(fifty millions) riel if possess Concentrate Acid more than 500 (five hundred) milliliters.  
 
Legal entities will receive one or more additional sentences as stated in article 168 (Additional 
sentence for legal entities) of Criminal Code.  
 
Article 16  
Intentional killing by using Concentrate Acid will be punished from 15 years to 30 years in 
prison.  
 
Will be punished to life time imprisonment if above criminal offence has any: 
 
 1. Advanced plan or ambush.  
 2. Torture or cruel acts before or in the time of killing.  
 
In the above offence additional sentence which stated 206 (additional sentence: type and 
duration) of Criminal Code can be declared.  
 
Article 17  
Acts that lead to the death of others unintentionally, due to carelessness or violate the obligation 
of security or obligation of carefulness that laws or other relevant standards stated in order to 
regulate Concentrate Acid is punishable from 1 (one) year to 5 (five) years in prison with a fine 
from 2,000,000 (two millions) riel to 10,000,000 (ten millions) riel.  
For above misdemeanor offence, additional sentence stated in article 208 (additional sentence: 
type and duration) of Criminal Code can be declared.  
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Article 18  
Legal entities can be declared for Criminal Responsibility according to conditions that stated by 
article 42 (Criminal Responsibility for Legal Entities) in Criminal Code for offence that stated in 
article 17 above.  
 
Legal entities are punished to monetary fine from 20,000,000 (twenty millions) riel to 
50,000,000 (fifty millions) riel with one or more additional sentences as stated in article 209 
(Criminal Responsibility for Legal Entities) of Criminal Code.  
 
Article 19  
Torture and cruel acts using Concentrate Acid on any other individual is punishable from 10 
(ten) years to 20 (twenty) years in prison.  
 
Will be sentenced from 15 (fifteen) years to 25 (twenty five) years in prison if the above criminal 
offence cause the cut of any parts of the body or lead to permanent disability.  
 
Will be sentenced from 20 (twenty) years to 30 (thirty) years if the criminal offence lead to the 
death of the victims unintentionally or cause the victims to commit suicide.  
 
For above criminal offence additional sentence which stated in article 206 (additional sentence: 
type and duration) of Criminal Code can be declared.  
 
Article 20  
Intentional violence on others by using Concentrate Acid will be sentenced from 2 (two) years to 
5 (five) years in prison and fine from 4,000,000 (four millions) riel to 10,000,000 (ten millions) 
riel.  
 
Will be sentenced from 5 (five) years to 10 (ten) years in prison if those act lead to the cut of any 
parts of the body or lead to permanent disability. 
 
Will be sentenced from 10 (ten) years to 20 (twenty) years in prison if those act lead to the death 
of the victim unintentionally.  
 
For above criminal offence additional sentence stated in article 229 (additional sentence: type 
and duration) of Criminal Code can be declared.  
 
Attempts to conduct this misdemeanor offence which stated in paragraph 1 of this article will 
also be sentenced the same as this misdemeanor offence.  
 
Article 21  
Act that lead to injury unintentionally, by carelessness or violate the obligation of security or 
obligation of carefulness that laws or other relevant standards stated in order to control  
 
Concentrate Acid will be punished from 1 (one) month to 1 (one) year in prison and will be fined 
from 200,000 (two hundred thousand) riel to 2,000,000 (two millions) riel.  
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Will be sentenced from 6 (six) months to 3 (three) years and will be fined from 1,000,000 (one 
millions) riel to 6,000,000 (six millions) riel if those act lead to the cut of any parts of the body 
or lead to permanent disability.  
 
For above misdemeanor offence additional sentence stated in article 237 (additional sentence: 
type and duration) of Criminal Code can be declared.  
 
Article 22  
Legal entities can be declared for Criminal Responsibility according to conditions that stated by 
article 42 (Criminal Responsibility for Legal Entities) in Criminal Code for offence that stated in 
article 17 above.  
 
Legal entities are punished to monetary fine from 5,000,000 (five millions) riel to 20,000,000 
(twenty millions) riel with one or more additional sentences as stated in article 238 (Criminal 
Responsibility for Legal Entities) of Criminal Code.  
 
Article 23  
Production of food by using Concentrate Acid which do not comply with technical standard will 
be sentenced from 1 (one) year to 5 (five) years in prison and will be fined from 2,000,000 (two 
millions) riel to 10,000,000 (ten millions) riel.  
 
Article 24  
Legal entities can be declared for Criminal Responsibility according to conditions that stated by 
article 42 (Criminal Responsibility for Legal Entities) in Criminal Code for offence that stated in 
article 23 above.  
 
Legal entities are punished to monetary fine from 20,000,000 (twenty millions) riel to 
50,000,000 (fifty millions) riel with one or more additional sentences as stated in article 168 
(Criminal Responsibility for Legal Entities) of Criminal Code. 



 
 

Page | 23 
 

CHAPTER 5 
Transitional Provisions 

 
Article 25  
After this law comes into force any natural person or legal entities that are doing the business 
related to Concentrate Acid without license and plan to run the business regarding Concentrate 
Acid have to fill out the form to request permission to run the business according to the law.  
 
Article 26  
Provision as stated in article 14 of this law can be applied after the Sub Decree as set out in 
article 7 of this law was passed.  
 

CHAPTER 6 
Final Provisions 

 
Article 27  
Any provision contrary to this law shall be abrogated.  
This law is adopted by the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia  
on: (date)………………. 2011  
during the session of forth mandate  
Phnom Penh, (date)……………2011  
 
Head of National Assembly  
Samdech Akkak Moha Seina Ponhea Chakrey Heng Samrin  

 


