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Introduction

The World’s First Cover

Philately is one of those fields where knowledge, academy and just plain
experience has a long tradition in validating its greatest items and thus its most
valuable ones also. Hence, no great surprise when in 1978 a cover dated May 1,
1840 bearing a penny black stamp appeared and was immediately the subject of
great speculation.
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It would be, if found genuine, the very first item in the world ever to bear a
stamp, since, unlil this time the very earliest date for a postal item bearing a
stamp (also a penny black) was May 2, 1840. Passionate collectors were
excited, experts held their breath awaiting confirmation.
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/
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The world's very first postage stamp introduced by Rowland Hill had been
printed and delivered to Post Offices for official sale to the public on May 1,
1840 but not for valid postage use until May 6, 1840, known universally as the
First Day of Issue.

' Returning to the story of our May 1st cover: the experts did not agree: some
believed back in 1978 that the stamp did not originate on the cover, while others were convinced it was absolutely genuine
including Robson Lowe who published an article about it in The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain in 1981. For almost a
decade, little was heard about the item. However, renewed interest in postal history and cover collecting and the importance of
having “earliest dates” as “starting point items” in exhibit collections raised demand and prices for this area in philately. In a
1991 public auction, a Penny Black used on cover dated May 2, 1840 was adjudicated at almost £2 million, an
astronomical figure !

Publicity about this auction result encouraged the owner of the May “First” Cover to represent it for expertisation. An expert at
the Government Forensic Laboratory confirmed the genuineness of the item and that the stamp originated on the cover. This
expertise was further confirmed and validated by Peter Holcombe and soon after by The British Philatelic Association, Robson
Lowe being one of the signatures on the certificate,

The most important validation was still to be done: that of the Royal Philatelic Society who had already examined the item on
previous occasions. This time however, and thanks to the dedication of Patrick Pearson, Chairman of the Expert Committee,
their study and research was to leave no question unanswered. Mr. Pearson documents the episode in a special article “1 May
1840 - The Story of an Investigation” which we have the pleasure to reprint in this catalogue.

The conclusion of the Royal Philatelic Society Expert Committee this time was categoric: the item genuine in every respect and
the stamp not only originating on the cover but states at the end “The 1d Black is obliterated by a
Maltese Cross in red a small portion extending on to the cover tieing it” - obviously the
very f}rst time the Maltese Cross was used to cancel a stamp or a cover and the very first time in the world a stamp was ever
cancelled.

So there is no doubt anymore. What is on offer in this auction is an item loaded with palmares:
The very first usage of a stamp in the world
The very first usage of a cancellation

The very first postal use of the Penny Black and of the Maltese Cross
The very first stamped item of Great Britain and the World

Itis the only known. It is the first time it is offered for public sale.

lllustrated and described in its properly deserved place in the Guiness Book of World Records, it is now acknowledged to be
one of the most important philatelic ilems in the world.

David Feldman RDP(l)
Geneva, September 1998
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P.C. Pearson 1 May, 1840 : The Story of an Investigation

Patrick Pearson RDP

Signed Roll of Distinguished
Phitatefists in 1974,

Chairman of Expert Committee of
the Royal Philatelic Society since
1993 2nd a member since |965.
President of the Royal Phifatelic
Socety 1988-1990.Vice President of
FIP since 1%91. Member of AIEP
Membre Correspondent of
|'Academiz de Philatele and Member
Correspondent Etranger of the
Academie de Phifatefie de Belgique.
President of the Postal History
Society 1975-1977.

A small number of lettersheets are known with the
One Penny Black attached dated during the period
immediately prior to their issue on 6 May 1840,
The earliest of these may well be the one now
described. It is dated 1 May and is sent from
London to Mrs Andrew Smith at Mauchline in
Ayrshire.

Tlustration of cover (see figure 1)
Although correctly charged 2’ pence, the One
Penny stamp not being valid for postage at that
date, it is unusual in that the stamp itself is
obliterated by the Maltese Cross.

It was first submitted to the Expert Comuittee of
the Royal in 1978, again in 1992 and finally again in
1997. On the first two occasions it was given a 'bad’
cerlificate as the stamp was believed not to have
originated on the letiersheet.

It has also heen studied by BPA Expertising in
1992 and by Peter Holeombe in the same year;
hoth were of the opinion that the cover was
genuine.

The ink on the stamp and the trace on the
lettersheet were independently examined by a
forensic expert, Mr Michael Hall of the Document
Section of the Government Forensic Laboratory, on
hehalf of the owner who had originally submitted
the lettersheet to the Expert Committee in 1978,
Mr Hall considered that the ink on the lettersheet
and along the foot of the stamp were the same,

Since 1978, when the lettersheet was first
examined, an article in The Scofsman had been
identified which might provide a provenance for
the item. Also computer based imaging equipment
was available which had not been developed in the
1970%s. In view of this a detailed investigation of
hoth the lettersheet itself and the circumstances
surrounding the sale of the Penny Black in May
1840 was carried out,

The lettersheet had been submitted by a member
of the Society who wrote
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[ wish to submit the attached cover and one
penny Black for your judgement as to whether il
is authentic.

I purchased it thinking thal it must be a forgery
and after much deliberation carefully took the
stamp off the cover. Upon examination after this,
1 found the stamp was tied to the cover in two
places; firsily by a very sinall piece of the Maltese
Cross om the lefl hand side, and secondly by the
manuseript along the edge of the base of the
stamp.

This proves the stainp was on the cover before
the manuseripl 2 was wiilen.

The one peniy Black being issued on 1st May
1840, but not officially useable uniil the 6th May
1840, I can only surmise that the stamp was
purchased on the day of velease, placed on cover,
cancelled by Cross and despaiched.

The journey to Glasgow starting February Ist
took 42 hours, and thence to its deslinalion, say
another day, probably arriving Monday/Tuesday
4th or 5th May 1840, in which case 2d, unpaid
post would be charged.

The lelter weighs 4.2 grams (1622 0zs).
The stamp is from Plate 2.

I have spent a greal deal of time on researching
this letter, and am very intrigued by i, for [
realise it could be one of the earliest covers
Enown stamped, or indeed the earliesl.

When first examined the lettersheet, in a very
fragile state, was reinforced with cellotape both on
the inside and outside, the gum from which was
causing the folds to deteriorate even further.

This had been removed by 1992; however fortunately

no additional cleaning has been attempted which
could have made il difficult to examine and
compare the markings on the lettersheet and
stamp. Examination in 1979 had proved that the
stamp was from an early impression from Plate 1A
not 2 as suggested by the submitter.
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P.C. Pearson Story continued ...

When submitted in 1997 it was supported by copies
of the BPA and Holcombe opinions, the opinion of
the forensic expert, and copies of articles by Robson
Lowe and by James Mackay. The latter referred to
an article in The Scotsman dated 5 September
1959 describing a correspondence from the Smith
family of Mauchline who were the creators of the
famous Tartan Wares of the Victorian period.

A copy of the article was obtained from the
Edinburgh City Library.

The key points in this article was that the letters
had been ‘charred by a fire which in 1953
destroyed the Boxzworks’ at which the Tartan Ware
was produced and that ‘The first letier (in the
series) was a personal one, wrilten from London
to his wife Nanny in Mauchlyne. [is only
interest is that it is dated May 1840 and bears
the new 1d black stamp.’ The article was written
by Edward and Eva Pinto who were interested in
the Tartan Ware and the Smith family but were
primarily interested in correspondence referring to
the ware’s manufacture. The Pintos were not
without philatelic knowledge. They lived at Pretty
Corner near Watford, and they knew that two miles
away was the Mill were sacks of Stock Exchange
forgeries were found. Many of the items they

collected were ‘stamp boxes’ and had ‘Penny Blacks'

worked into the design. At that date they owned
the Smith correspondence including the May 1840
lettersheet.

The lettersheet is dated internally London 1st May
1840, it refers to Andrew Smith having received a
letter from his wife the previous day and that he
had hoped to set out on the return journey the
same day but had been prevented and would not be
leaving until the following morning. The state of the
cover, although not actually charred, is in a condition
where it could well have been affected by the fire
which burnt down the ‘Boxworks’ in 1933.

While it has not been possible to confirm that this
letter is the one referred to, the inference is that it
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is likely to be: there is no reference to Smith having
visited London again in May 1840.

Thus there is at last a probable provenance earlier
than the first submission to the Expert Committee
of the Royal in 1978.

Next the circumstances surrounding the issue, and
possible purchase by Andrew Smith, of a Penny
Black on 1st May.

That these were available can be deduced from
Wright & Creeke History of the Adhesive Stamps
of the British Isles, supported by Sir Edward Bacon
in The Line-Iingraved postage stamps of Great
Britain and from recent articles in the GB Journal.
Printing from plate 1 had started on 11 April and
the first deliveries were made by Perkins Bacon on
15 April when one sheet each of the penny postage
and VR stamps were sent to Charles Pressly,
Secretary of the Commissioners of Stamps and
Taxes, and Rowland Hill respectively.

This is recorded in the Perkins Bacon ‘Postage Day’
book which was then in private hands.

Illustration of page from book (Figure 3)
800 sheets were delivered to the Stamp Office on
21 April and further supplies on most days
thereafter including additional sheets to Mr Pressly,
including 13 sheets of the VR stamp to the Post
Office and one sheet to make up a shortfall.

The first delivery to the Post Office was made on 27
April when 13 sheets were sent {o the General Post
Office by the Stamp Office.

These and the five sheets supplied on the 29th were
almost certainly used on the Post Office Circular of
the latter date. On the 29th also 1950 sheets were
supplied by Perkins Bacon each to Somerset House
and to the Sea Policy Office in the City. On the
following day Wright & Creek in an extract from the
original issue book of the Storekeeper of Stamps
at Somerset House show a further 1799 sheets of
the one penny as being sent to 88 office within
England: however care must be taken of these
figures as they almost certainly include Mulreadies
and the figure of 286 sheets for the Two Pence, if
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correctly interpreted, could only be sheets of the
Two Pence Mulready (Ref. Samuel & Huggins
Specimen Stangis and Stationery of Great Britain).
In our opinion the records in the original issue
book of the Storekeeper of Stumps at Somersel
House alinost certainly refer to the warrants the
storekeeper received for delivery and not the date
when the warranis were executed.

A supply of the Penny Black was certainly available
to the public on Ist May. Care must however be
taken in interpreting Rowland Hill's conunent in his
Jourmal ‘May I Stamps issued to the public to-
day for the first time. Great bustle aé the Stamp
Office.” While this will have included the Penny
Black a proportion and perhaps the greater amount
were the one penny Mulready which Hill and the
Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes also called
‘stamps’ and which were bought hy firms and for
resale through licenced outlets. The comment on
May 2 £2500 worth of staps sold yesterday’ was
more than the number of sheets of the Penny Black
at the Stamp Office. However Smith would have
been able to buy a Penny Black on May 1 when he
found he could not travel home that day.

Al this time there is a primafacie case that the
stamup could have originated on the cover and not
be a later addition, even added a comparatively
short time after the letter had heen delivered io
Nanny Smith. In the past an opinion that the
Mallese Cross was nel used prior to May 6th has
been held by some authorities. The Commitlee
believe this to be a misinterpretation of the
instruetion in the Post Office notice of 25 April
which gave instructions for application of the new
cancelling device and instructed postmasters on the
preparation of ink for its use. There is no statement
that it should not be used prior to May 6, rather
that it was to be used then when the stamps
became valid for prepayinent of postage; before
that date the covers were (o be marked paid (1d if
paid in cash) or unpaid (collect 2d). Most examples
of the Penny Black or Mulready posted before May
Gith have either the tombstone Paid mark or are
endorsed ‘2" if the postage was to be collecled, the
stamp being uncancelled or just tied by the Paid
marking. On May 1st the post office window clerk
may have thought that he should cancel the staimp
although it did not pay the postage. At the same
time the figure ‘2" was added.

P.C. Pearson Story continued ...

Leop of “h"
on reverse
of stamp

Red spot SHRUSR

Loop of “h"
benearth P e
stamp - g

2 Area of lettersheet inter samp hinge

2ck showing top of figure 2 and “h" of
Smith and corresponding loop of “h" on
reverse of stamp (top left)

AL this stage recourse was made to technical
inspection using the Foster & Freeman VSC

1 imaging analysis system al the British Library by
courfesy of their Manuseript Departinent.

This allows comparison of ink colour and composition
(fluorescence, ete) under a range of UV and Infra
Red lighting conditions and also suprapositioning of
stored images.

Three specific points were examined in detail as
well as confirmation that the dates on the
lettersheet were as appeared. First the date written
inside the lettersheet had not had a figure removed
(i.e. it had not been sent on 11th May), nor had the
datestarmp on the reverse been similarly tampered
with. It was also agree that the leltersheet did not
show any sign of cleaning or other manipulation
other than where the cellotape had been removed.
The three points of particular interest were the
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Pearson Story continued
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P.C. Pearson Story continued.

minute speck of red ink to ihe left of the starp
which could have come from the Maltese Cross, the
top of the figure ‘2" where it touched the stamp and
on the reverse of the bottom left corner of the stamp
the offset of the loop of the letter H of Smith on the
back of the stamp where this overlapped the writing.
The speck of red appeared to have the same
characteristics as the Maltese Cross, however the
amount showing would not have been enough Lo
confirmn that the stamp originated on the cover.
This however agreed with the opinion of the
forensic expert. There was no removal of ink from
above the flattened top of the figure 2" where il
touched the stamp thus indicating that the stamp
was on the letiersheel when the figure was writlen
and finally the offset on the back of the stamp had
the same characteristics (i.e. that it faded at the
same rate under different lighting conditions) as
the top loop of the letter H on the cover.

The opinion of all who witnessed the examination
was that the lettersheet was genuine. One concern
was how the figure 2, which is very unusual, was
written, and as this was the key recognition feature
it was closely examined. It consists of two halves
with a break below the top twirl. It was suggested
that the bottom half may have been writlen first
starting at the toploop; then the top section, which
touched the stamp, written starting at the bottom at
the end of the top of the lower figure. The fgure
appears to have been wrilten with a steel pen and
both halves show the same light reaction.
Subsequent research has identified a one penny
Mulready wrapper used on May 5 from London to
Jersey with a similarly styled 2" (Grunin sale lat 61).
This would support the suggestion that the figure 2
was applied in London.

The opinion of the Committee is now that the cover
is genuine and that the Penny Black originated on it

The stamp is “tied”
to the cover by
Red Maltese Cross.

although did not pay the postage. There still remain
a few questions to answer, perhaps the most
suprising is why a canny Scol should pay One
Penny for what did nol pay the postage. This can
almost certainly be explained by his need to send a
letter urgently to tell his wife that he would not
arrive when she expected and his ignorance of the
date the stamps became valid for postage. The letter
wotild have preceded him to Mauchline.

It is probable that Smith wrote the letter in the
morning; he writes we intended to have left London
this afternoon rather than we had intended to
leave. The datestamp on the reverse is the Moming
Duty type with 1840 in a straight line.

Perhaps neither Smith nor the Morning Duty window
clerk realised that the stamp was not yet valid. The
Afternoon Duty clerks, who were used to handling
oulgoing mail, would have been aware of this.

The next question is where the Maltese Cross was
applied. ILis suggested by Robson Lowe and also
on Holcombe’s certificate that it was applied in
transit in Glasgow due to its colour. However the
colour is not the watery Glasgow purple which is
recorded from later in 1840. Glasgow used a purple
colour for its handstamped Paid markings early in
1840 but by April was using a standard orange red.
There is no Glasgow Lransit datestamp (none would
be expected as can be confirmed by the celebrated
May 6 cover from London to Kirkcudbright with a
black of ten of the penny black) and it seems to the
Cormunittee highly unlikely that the obliteration was
applied in Glasgow. In its opinion it was applied by
one of the Afternoon duty clerks in London at the
same time as the figure 2 was written. No supply of
the new stamps would have been received or seen
in Mauchline; they were not despatched to Edinburgh
for distribution in Scotland until May 5th and would
not have been received until May 7th at earliest.

February 17, 1999
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Rowland Hill's Diary

iy INTRODUCTION,

By the courtesy of the late Mr. Pearson Hill, a facsimite illustration of

; : A page
from Mr. Rowland Hill’s diary is now [mhhuhgd for the first time, 4

o e e A covering the
first few days in May, 1840, from which it will be seen that he records the firse issue of

““ stamps " to the public, as taking place on the 1st of that month ;—
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Transcript
May 1. Rose at 8 : Stamps issued to the public today in London for the first time.
Great bustle at the stamp office.

May 2. Rose at 7.45 £2500 worth of stamps sold yesterday.

The above remarks verify the sale of the Penny Black Stamps to the public
from May 1, 1840. The sales value would have also included
the One Penny Mulready which Rowland Hill also called ‘stamps’.
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___T'HE FAMOUS

Readers will doubtless recall
the record-breaking sale at
Harmers in Lugano, Switzer-
land on May 2 when a Penny
Black on cover fetched the
equivalent of £1,350,000, the
successful  bidder being a
Japanese collector. The cover
was widely described as heing
the earliest usage of the Penny
Black; but was it?

First of all, it is necessary to
clear up one or two misconcep-
tions. Although the Penny
Black was a postage stamp its
production and distribution
were masterminded by the
Board of Stamps and Taxes (the
forerunner of today's Inland
Revenue). They took on this
responsibility because they
were the only government
department up to that time
which had had any experience
inthe handling of stamps, albeit
for fiscal purposes. The incon-
trovertible facts are that the
Penny Black became valid for
postage on May 6, 1840, but was
on sale at Stamp Offices and at
the General Post Office, Lon-
don from May 1. Sale at other
major post offices in the capital
began shortly thereafter, as
soon as the requisite licences
from the Board of Stamps and
Taxes had been issued.

It was an argument over who
should pay for the licences

required by the windowmen at
the General Post Offices in
Edinburgh and Dublin, and the
deputy postmasters at the
major branch post offices which
delayed the issue of the new-
fangled stamps, especially out-
side the London area. In the
early days, therefore, sales
were virtually confined to the
Stamp Offices which were com-
pletely separate from post
offices. The labels were sold
mainly by one government
department, but were intended
for use by another, This little
known or appreciated fact may
explain the confusion which
arose over the correct proce-
dure to be adopted in the can-
celling or processing of the
adhesive postage stamps, espe-
cially in the days prior to May 6
itself. The same remark, of
course, applies to the Mulready
envelopes and letter sheets.
The world record price was
paid for a Mulready 1d letter
sheet which had been turned
inside out and used as a blank
wrapper., To this was affixed a
Penny Black. The letter was
posted in London on May 2 to
an address in Bedlington,
Northumberland. The recipi-
ent then refolded the sheetand
used the Mulready wrapper for
a letter which was sent on
May 4 — still two days earlier

First Day of Use

than the official date.

It has been stated that on nei-
ther occasion was the 'stamp’
accepted for prepayment.
Unfortunately, I have not seen
an illustration of the Mulready
side of the sheet, so cannot say
how it was actually treated; but
the evidence of the inner side,
used on May 2, points to the
contrary.

The cover hears the
manuscript endorsement ‘pre-
paid' in the bottom left-hand
cornerand the Penny Black has
been cancelled with the Paid
‘tombstone’ handstamp  of
May 2 of the afternoon (A) duty.
This datestamp, applied in red
ink, was normally used on let-
ters prepaid in cash, the actual
amount being denoted by a red
‘1", either handstruck or in
manuscript, in red ink or cray-
on to indicate that no further
postage was required from the
addressee. The Penny Black in
this instance was additionally
cancelled by a handstruck ‘1" in
red, and because this was irreg-
nlar — the clerk obviously
being unsure ofhowto treat this
item — the ‘1" was struck a sec-
ond time at the side, well clear
of the adhesive, This does not
indicate, as some experts have
averred, that the cover was
treated as unpaid and that the
141 = 2 meant that twopence

The cover
which shows
use of the
Penny Black on
May 1, 1840.

The marking on
the rear of the
cover.

was to be recovered from the
recipient. In my view this is
utter nonsense. Had the cover
been treated as unpaid, a ‘2" in
black ink, either handstruck or
written in manuscript, would
have been applied, to indicate
the deficient postage plus a fine
of the same amount. It seems to
me, therefore, that this cover of
May 2 was treated as prepaid, if
prematurely so, and hand-
stamped in such a manner as to
indicate the fact to the staff at
the delivery office in Morpeth.

1 mention all this because
there is actually an earlier
cover, of May 1, 1840, which
shows that the adhesive was
treated as invalid, and a charge
of twopence was properly
raised. The entire letter was
written by Andrew Smith at
London on May 1, 1840 and
addressed to his wife Nancy in

64
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THE FAMOUS

Mauchline, Ayrshire. The letter
is fortunately intact so we can
see that it was properly dated
inside.

It merely informed Mrs
Smith that her husband had
been delayed in London and
would be setting out for Scot-
land by coach the following day,
so that he would see her on
Tuesday night or Wednesday
morning. To the wrapper,
Andrew Smith affixed a Penny
Black of Plate 1, lettered L-D,
and popped it into the box at the
TLondon Chief Office. The sort-
ing office staffignored the adhe-
sive, which they made no
attempt to cancel, and treated
the letter as unpaid hy endors-
ing the front with a large
manuscript ‘2’ in black ink. The
datestamp of the Chief Office
(code Y) was applied on the
Hack slightly overlapping the

l'he letter was then sent on
its way. It would have reached
Glasgow on the morning of
May 4 and then been sorted into
the bag for Mauchline, It was at
Glasgow head office that a
postal clerk noted that the
Penny Black had not been can-
celled and now applied the Mal-
tese Cross. Regrettably, no cor-
responding datestamp was
applied as a transit mark to the
back of the wrapper before it
was sent on to Mauchline
where, no doubt, Mrs Smith
had to stump up twopence for
the letter.

This cover has been known
of for over 30 years and is cur-
rently in the possession of a
prominent Midlands collector.
Some years ago he tried to
obtain a ‘Royal’ certificate for it
but the Expert Committee
refused to pronounce on its
genuineness. The reasons for
caution are fairly obvious. At
some point the adhesive was
removed from the cover to
examine its back and then
replaced. The Penny Black
bears a genuine cancellation —
there can be no doubt about
that — but unfortunately the
clerk who applied it did so very
neatly. Too neatly, for it has
socked the stamp on the nose
without tying it to the cover.
Secondly, the manuscript ‘2', as
will be seen from the illustra-
tion, does not tie the adhesive
to the cover either.

‘The owner, however, sub-
mitted the cover to a forensic
scientist specialising in hand-
written documents and letters.
He was asked to determine
whether or not the stamp was
attached to the envelope when
the figure 2’ was written on the
wrapper and the adhesive was
stamped with the Maltese
Cross. His findings were as fol-
]qu

‘There is the outline of a
slamp on the envelope. This
outline matches the shape of

the Penny Black stamp.

2. Theletter ‘h’ of Smith runs
into the stamp outline on the
envelope and is copied on the
back of the stamp.

3. Thetopofthe figure ‘2" on
the envelope has a straight
edge to it. Clearly there was a
raised surface with a straight
edge at the top of the envelope
when the ‘2" was written. There
is an ink mark on the edge of
the stamp of a similar colour to
the ink of the figure 2",

4. The Maltese Cross mark
goes over the left hand edge of
thestamp. Thereisasmalltrace
of material in the envelope sim-
ilar in colour and appearance to
the ink of the frank mark (sic)
on the stamp.

5. When the mark on the
envelope is lined up with the
edge of the Maltese Cross on
the stamp, the top of the figure
‘2" on the envelope lines up with
the ink mark on the stamp.

6. I have compared the ink
of the mark on the envelope
with the ink of the franking
mark on the stamnp and the ink
of the figure 2" with the ink on
the bottom of the stamp with
infra red and ultra violet light. [
have not been able fo distin-
¢ruish between them.

I conclude from the above
that the Penny Black stamp was
at some stage stuck to the enve-
lope and that it was on thisenve-
lope when the figure 2" was
written. Whilst the evidence
regarding the franking stampis
by no means conclusive | also
consider it possible that the
stamp was on the envelope
when it was franked with the
Maltese Cross.

The cover was also submit-
ted to Douglas Muir, Curator,
Philately at the National Postal
Museum. Douglas was of the
opinion that the Maltese Cross
had been applied in London, ‘as
the Post Office pave strict
instructions that all mail had to
be cancelled at source’. This
rule was certainly enforced

=3

from May 6 onwards, but [ do
not think that one could be so
sure about what happened prior
to that date. Certainly other
instances of premature usage
from May 2 onwards show the
use of the tombstone Paid hand-
stamp, so [ suspect that a deci-
sion on what to do with those
who ‘jumped the gun’ must
have been taken on that date.
But covers posted on May 1
may have been a different mat-
ter. Neither Mr Muir nor the
forensic expert took note of the
colonwr of the cancelling ink
used. This was a distinctive
magenta shade —afar cry from
the vermilion red which wasthe
standard, prescribed colour. As
Glasgow, for some inexplicable

Andrew
Smith
with his
grandson.

reason, used magentaink forits
Maltese Cross cancellations,
this only reinforces my view
that the cover was actually can-
celled at that office.

Mr Muir al=o stated that the
writer of the letter would have
mentioned in his correspon-
dence that he was using the
new stamp. Here again, this is
to apply the thinking of a much
later era. Andrew Smith might
not have thought the matter of
sufficient importance. I cannot
imagine him writing, “Here,
hen, wan o thae new-fangled
Penny Blacks; keep it aside for
wee Jimmy's stamp collection’.
As a malter of interest, does
anyone know of any early
Penny Black entires in whic
the writer mentions the new
stamps? But, in any case,
Andrew Smith had probably
already written and sealed his
letter long before he made his
way to the stamp office or the
General Post Office o purchase
some of the new labels. From
point 2 above it is obvious that
the name and address of the
recipient had already been writ-
ten when Andrew affixed the
adhesive. Indeed, the ink may
have still been slightly wet,
hence the partial offsetting of
the ink on the back of the adhe-

sive. In my opinion, therefore,
the omission of any reference to
the stamp in the letter is incon-
clusive.

The postal routing at the time
would have been conveyance
from London to Birmingham by
rail and thence by mailcoach via
Preston and Carlisle to Glas-
gow. Trom there a feeder ser-
vice went by coach to Kil-
marnock and then a foot post
conveyed mail to Mauchline.
By an odd coincidence, I have
recently completed a history of
Kilmamock, which was com-
missioned by the district coun-
cil to celebrate the quater-
centenary of the burgh next
year, so Lam fairly familiar with
the procedure at that time.

Furthermore, | can actually
tell you quite a bit about the
writer of the letter. Andrew
Smith and his brother William
started business as manufac-
turers of hones for sharpening
razors. In 1825 they setup a fac-
tory in Mauchline to make the
wooden cases for these stones.
Soon afterwards they began
diversifying into the manufac-
ture of small boxes and cases of
all kinds. The Smith Brothers,
in fact, invented that form of
popular  Victorian  souvenir
known as Mauchline ware.

By the late 1830s the firm had
agentsin Birmingham and Lon-
don and Andrew Smith fre-
quently travelled thither. The
Smith Boxworks was destroyed
by firein 1933 and the firm then
went out of business. Some of
the firm’s papers, including pri-
vate correspondence of the
Smith family, were salvaged at
that time and eventually came
into the hands of Edward and
Eva Pinto of Birmingham, the
renowned  authorities  on
Mauchline ware, An article in
The Seolsman of September 5,
1959 by the Pintos mentions
this correspondence. The first
letter was a personal one writ-
ten from London to his wife
Nancy in Mauchline. Its only
interest is that it is dated May
1840 and bear the new 1d black
stamp.’ The full significance of
the stamp, and its exceptional-
ly early use, were not appreci-
ated by the Pintos when they
disposed of the cover to a Birm-
ingham dealer, whence it even-
tually came into the possession
of the present owner.

In view of the provenance,
the circumstantial evidence
and the opinion of a forensic
expert, I feel that there can be
no doubt whatsoever that the
Smith cover of May 1, 1840 is
perfectly genuine, and must
therefore be regarded as the
first ever use of the Penny
Black. No doubt other May 1
covers did exist and may yet
survive, waiting — like De Vil-
layer's Rillets a Port Payé — to
be rediscovered.

JAMES A. MACKAY

65

David Feldman

February 17, 1999
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Michael George Hall s Certificate

Michael George Hall psc 33 Lindhurst Drive
Forensic Handwriting Expert Hockley Heath
Examiner of Questioned Documents Solihull

BY4 6QD

Tel: 0564 783477

I am a Forensic Handwriting Expert and an Examiner of Questioned
Documents. This has been my sole occupation for nearly 27 years.

I have examined a letter addressed to Mrs. Smith and a penny black
stamp attached to it by a stamp hinge on the instruction of Mr. W.C.
Farl, The object of my examination was to determine whather or not the
stamp was attached to the envelope whzn the figure '2' was written on
the envelope and the stamp was franked with the "maltese cross".

T have noted the following:-

1: There is the outline of a stamp on the envelope. This
outline matches the shape of the penny black stamp.

2. The letter 'h' of Smith runs into the stamp outline on the
envelope and is copied on the back of the stamp.

3 The top of the figure '2' on the envelope has a straight edge
to it. Clearly, there was a raised surface with a straight edge at the
top of the envelope when the '2' was written. There is an ink mark on
the edge of the stamp of a similar colour to the ink of the figure '2'.

4. The "maltese cross" frank mark goes over the left hand edged
of the stamp. ‘There is a small trace of mterial in the envelope
similar in colour and appearance to the ink of the frank mark on the
stamp.

5, then the mark on the envelope is lined up with the edge of
the "maltese cross" frank mark on the stamp, the top of the figure '2'
on the envelope lines up with the ink mark on the stamp.

6. T have compared the ink of the mark on the envelope with the
ink of the franking mark on the stamp and the ink of the Ffigure '2°
with the ink on the bottom of the stamp with infra ved and ultra violet
light. T have not been able to distinguish between them.

I conclude from the above that the Penny Black stamp was at some stage
stuck to the envelope and that it was on this envelope when the figure
12" was written. Whilst the evidence regarding the franking stamp is
by no means conclusive T also consider it possible that the stamp was
on the envelope when it was franked with the "maltese cross'.

d77/ Ul
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Peter Holcombe's Certificate

PETER HOLCOMBE

PHILATELIC EXPERT
LUZERN, SWITZERLAND.

Certificate No. 5816/92 March, 19th 1992

GREAT BRITAIN,

A lettersheet written from London on May, lst. 1840,bearing an
1840, 1ld. black, lettered LD, watermark small Crown, imperf.,
S.G.Spec. AlL(2), Scott 1, addressed to Mrs. Andrew Smith, Mauchlin,
Ayrshire, North Britain.

The ld. black was not accepted by the Post Office as pre-payment
of the postage and a manuscript charge of "2"(d) was written on
the cover below the adhesive just tying the stamp to the cover at
the extreme top curve of the figure (1d4. postage plus 1d. fine).
It was then backstamped across the flap l.May 1840; it is known
that postage stamps were already distributed to some of the main
Post Office's from May, 1., they were not officially suposed to be
used for the prepayment of postage until May, 6. The letter would
have been sent via Glasgow where the stamp was almost certainly
cancelled by a Maltese Cross in a very deep ruby red shade (a
colour peculiar to that Office), just fracticnally tying it to the
cover. It was then forwarded to Mauchlin, Ayrshire and the re-
ceipient was required to pay the 2d. postage due.

The cover is rather age stained and soiled and has been re-inforced
at its folds by sticky tape. The 1ld. stamp has been roughly taken
off the cover at some time and has been re-hinged, leaving traces
of the original lettersheet on the back of the stamp which can

be matched up with the original. As such it is in my opinion
genuine.

A very unusual use of a 1ld. black intended by the sender to pre-
pay postage which was however not accepted by the Post Office al-
though cancelled by a postal clerk somewhere in transit.

The earliest recorded cover todate bearing an adh% ive stamp.

David Feldman February 17, 1999 13
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British Philatelic Association Certificate

No. 37, B34

R4 P 55%%%%%5&@7 Jifkﬁa%z/

2
QCZZ’/ZQZVZ i @"{/y/z//(/
EXPERT COMMITTEE

The Committee is of the opinion that the

DGREAT BRITAING. 1840, .(May..lat)..entire. . letter, ...
from London to Ayrshire, backstamped London
Wlst May 1840, bearing 1840 1d bhlack, Wmk . ..
Small Crown, Imperf, Plate la, lettered L-D
which has been removed for examination
and replaced, tied by manuscript
denoting 2d due and non-acceptance for
postage of the 1d black, and cancelled with

Maltese Cross, applied in transit at Glasgow.

Hay usage'. . [ ............................................

Neither the Company nor the members of the Expert Committee can accept
any liability, either collective or individual, for any opinion expressed

14 February 17, 1999 David Feldman
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Royal Philatelic Society Certificate
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THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY

LONDON

41, Devonshire Place,
London, W1N 1PE
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Inside of the Cover
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Auction Offer

3 5 s —_ e
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May 1, 1840 : Entire Lettersheet bearing 1840 Penny Black Plate 1A lettered LD, cancelled and tied to the
entire by red Maltese Cross. For full technical details refer to the following documents fully reproduced in

this catalogue :

Certificates :  The Royal Philatelic Society, The British Philatelic Association,
Peter Holcombe, Michael George Hall.
Articles ; “1 May 1840 : The Story of an Investigation” by Patrick Pearson
(pub. Fakes, Forgeries, Experts, October "98)
“The Famous First Day of Use” (pub. The Stamp Magazine, January *92)

The first known item in the world bearing a stamp, considered by
many as the most important cover in all of postal history.

(Exhibited many times at Court of Honour, International Exhibitions 1994-97)

Note : The cover is invited as star of the Court of Honour at PhilexFrance July 2-11, 1999 and it is expected that the new owner
will accept this honour.

Estimate : SFr. 400'000 - 800°000 (GB£ 170'000 - 340°000)

David Feldman February 17, 1999 17
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Specialised Catalogues

David Feldman
(With prices realised)

Altdeutschland und Deutschland,
November 1986
(mit Bayern Sammlung von Dr. Gene Scolt)
(No. of Lots: 520)

Antarctica, May 1990
The "Discovery" Collection (also important
Arctic & Spitzbergen) (No. of lots: 215)

Australia, November 1987
(including the Grand Prix Victoria Collection)
(No. of lots: 1,422)

Barbados, April 1986
The Joseph Hackmey Award-Winning
Collection (No. of lots: 338)

Brazil, November 1987
The Amazon Collection (No. of lots: 337)

France, November 1986
La Collection Gallia 1849-52
(No. of lots: 205)

Greece, June 1992
The "Hellas" Collection (No. of lots: 433)

Latin America, November 1993
(including Grand Prix Collections of Brazil,
Uruguay & Venezuela plus Large Gold Medal
Collection of Paraguay)

(No. of lots: 1,201)
Mauritius, November 1993
The Kanai Mauritius Collection, clothbound,
luxury presentation case, with supplement
by A. J. Rudge
(No. of lots: 452)

Mauritius, November 1997
The Ball Invitation Envelope
(clothbound 24 pages)

Middle East, November 1987
(including the Dr. A. Kaczmarczyk Collection of
Saudi Arabia) (No. of lots: 927)

Norway, June 1992
The Konsortium 1 Collection, hardbound
(No. of lots: 234)

Palestine, November 1985
The Manuela Grand Prix (No. of lots: 9)

Scandinavia, May 1990
(including the John Ahlstroem Sweden & the
1855 3 Skilling Error of Colour (No. of lots: 560)

Scandinavia, November 1992
(including Norway Konsortium 2)

(No. of lots: 888)

Serbia, November 1986
The Alexander Gold Medal Collection
(No. of lots: 311)

Spain, May 1989
The Isabella Grand Prix Collection (No. of lots: 369)

Price
SFr.
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Price
SFr.
Straits Settlements, November 1986 50
The P. H. Tay Grand Prix Collection
(No. of lots: 285)
Switzerland, Helveticus 1, November 1991 50
Hardbound, Switzerland Cantonals (No. of lots: 83)
Switzerland, Helveticus 2, November 1992 50
Hardbound, Switzerland Canlonals (No. of lots: 77)
The “Treskilling” Yellow, November 1996 50
Hardbound, the Swedish 3sk yellow (No. of lots: 1)
Rarities of the World, Ameripex, May 1986 50
{No. of lots: 571)
Rarities of the World, November 1991 50
Hardbound (No. of lots: §9)
Rarities of the World, November 1992 50

Hardbound (No. of lots: 61)

Burrus (Price each SFr. 30 / $25 / £12)

* (Without prices realised)
British Empire, 3.4.63
British Empire, 23/24.7.63
British Empire, 27.11.63
British Empire, 29.11.62
Levant, Turkey, Morocco, 20.5.64
Portugal & Philippines, 5564
Austria, 15.4.64
Cape of Good Hope, 77.11.62
* B.N.A., 2.4.63 British Guiana, 26.11.63
Hawaii (Harmers), 27.5.63
* Mexico, Nicaragua, Liberia, 7.6.64
Mauritius, 1.10.63
Brazil, 4.4.63
* French Colonies & Rumania (Balasse), 20.10.62
* Belgium & Belgian Congo (Balasse), 2363
Europe, 8.4.64
* Netherlands, 10.12.63
Australia, Tasmania, 28.11.62
Switzerland, 16/18.4.64
* Greece & Egypt, 30.11.62
* Sweden, Hungary, etc. (Mohrmann), 13/16.11.62

Exhibition
Rare Stamps/Collections of the World

Claridge’s London, 1995 (hardbound 148 pages)
Claridge’'s London, 1997 (hardbound 160 pages)
Anphilex, New York, 1996 (hardbound 148 pages)
Monaco, 1997 (clothbound 128 pages)

(Please enclose SFr. 5 (34) for surface mail or SFr. 10 ($8) for airmail postage for each book)
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The First Cover May 1, 1840

Map and directions for Swissotel Zurich

Swissotel Zurich

International Congress Centre
Am Marktplatz, Zurich-Oerlikon

Telephane: 01/311 43 41 - Fax: 01/312 44 68
Direct line to auction: Telephone 01/317 30 36 - Fax: 01/317 30 37

The hotel is well located, next to the Zurich-Oerlikon
Station, only 15 minutes from the Main Station by tram 7 or 11.
By car, the hotel is only 5 minutes away from Zurich-Kloten
Airport. It has its own bus service which runs frequently
between the hotel and the airport. The 700-bed first class hotel
has parking space for 200 cars. It also offers a  Swissair
office, Hertz car rental, a Bucherer jewellery and watch shop,
restaurants (Panorama Grill 31st floor and snack restaurant
Marmite), bars, nightclub and a rooftop swimming pool and
sauna.

Reservations may be made through
David Feldman S.A.

Das Hotel liegt beim Bahnhof Ziirich-Oerlikon. Ab Zirich
Hauptbahnhof erreichen Sie es mit Tramlinie 7 oder 11. Vom
Flughafen Zirich-Kloten gelangen Sie mit dem Hotel-Bus-Service
in finf Autominuten zum Hotel. Wenn Sie mit lhrem Privatwagen
kommen, fahren Sie direkt in die Hotel-Tiefgarage. Im 700-Betten-
Erstklasshotel stehen zu Ihren Diensten:  Swissair - Biiro,
Autovermietung Hertz, Restaurants, Bars und im 31. Stock ein
Hallenbad mit Sauna.

Die Reservierungen kéonnen durch
David Feldman S.A. erfolgen.

L'hotel est situé en face dela gare Zurich-Oerlikon, & 15 min-
utes de la gare centrale de Zurich (tram 7 ou 11), et a 5 minutes
de [I'aéroport de Zurich-Kloten o0 l'autobus de I'nétel vous
attendra. Si vous arrivez en voiture, un garage souterrain de 200
places est a votre disposition. Vous trouverez aussi dans cet
établissement premiére classe de 700 lits, une agence Swissair,
un service location-auto Hertz, le  célébre  horloger -
bijoutier ~ Bucherer, des restaurants (Panorama Grill au 31°
étage et le snack - bar Marmite), des bars et un night - club.
Enfin, au sommet, la piscine et le sauna.

Vous pouvez adresser vos demandes de réservation a David Feldman S.A.

PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD

Please contact us in advance if you wish to make payment by means of any of the following Credit Cards:
VISA, MASTERCARD, EUROCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS and DINERS CLUB

(-
| VISA | MastercCard)
|
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Diners Club
International

EUROCARD.







