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Media Contacts: 
The Hicks Evaluation Group (HEG), Fredrick Hicks, fredrickhicks@hegllc.org 
Apache Political Communications, Michael Hassinger, mike@apachepolitical.org 
  

For Immediate Release 

Georgia Poll Reveals Opposition to Common Core, 

Vulnerability for Governor Deal 
 

Common Core Opponents Willing To Pay More Taxes To Drop Standards 

Jason Carter Pulling Support Directly From GOP Base 
 
 

(Atlanta)— A survey of the most likely Republican voters in Georgia showed hard opposition to the 

Common Core standards and a small but surprising amount of support for Governor Nathan Deal’s 

likely opponent in the General Election, State Senator Jason Carter, D-Decatur.  

 

“These respondents were selected only if they voted in Republican Primary elections before, and if 

they said they planned to vote in the upcoming primary,” said pollster and President of HEG, Fred 

Hicks. “When asked, nearly 8% of these Republican voters said they would vote for Jason Carter in 

the general election. If this is not merely an expression of anti-Deal sentiment, and Jason Carter is 

actually turning the Republican base away from an incumbent Republican Governor, then the 

November election could be much closer than previously expected.” 

 

“Based on the results from the last Governor’s race, Carter needs to switch 9.5% of Deal’s 2010 

voters to his side in order to win,” said Hicks. “While that seemed like a remote possibility at the 

time of Senator Carter’s announcement, these results make this race one to watch.”  

 

The survey also found that 42% of Republican voters oppose the Common Core educational 

standards, and that a significant majority of Common Core opponents would be willing to pay more 

taxes if that’s what it took to abandon Common Core.  

 

“Opposition to taxes is a given for Republicans,” said Mike Hassinger of Apache Political 

Communications. “But 77% of the group that wants to abandon Common Core says they would be 

willing to pay more taxes to do so, which indicates entrenched, hardened opposition to the issue. 

Nobody’s ever going to change those people’s minds, and anyone who wants to rebuild public 

support for Common Core should focus on the 30% of Republican voters who support it and the 

27% who are undecided about it.”  

The survey also measured Republican sentiment on educational spending in general, as well as 

support for candidates in the Republican Primary for US Senate.   
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The survey was conducted jointly by the Hicks Evaluation Group (HEG) and Apache Political 

Communications.  HEG was recently cited in Politico and other outlets for its survey research on 

transportation funding after the snow storm.  Mike Hassinger of Apache was recently cited for his 

interview with former Governor Sonny Perdue regarding Common Core. 

 

Questions and toplines attached. A more detailed analysis of the polling results is attached and is 

also available for download at the HEG, LLC website, www.hegllc.org.  Please direct all inquiries 

and questions to Fredrick Hicks at: fredrickhicks@hegllc.org or to Mike Hassinger, of Apache 

Political, at:  mike@apachepolitical.com 

 

 

 

### 
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METHODOLOGY 

Survey Period: 

February 13-16, 2014.  Conducted using IVR technology 

923 responses.  3.25% MOE 

 

Methodology: 

This survey was administered to likely Republican Primary voters.  We applied a triple filter to 

define voters who fit this description.  First, participants were selected based on past voting history.  

We surveyed individuals who voted in at least two of the following Republican Primary elections: 

2012 Presidential Primary 

2012 Primary 

2010 

2008 Primary  

 

Second, we removed individuals who voted recently in a Democratic Primary election.  

Specifically, individuals were removed if they voted in any of the following Democratic Primary 

elections: 

2012 Presidential Primary 

2012 Primary 

2010 

 

Third, we asked if call recipients were planning to vote in the Republican Primary this year.  Only 

callers who said “Yes” or “Probably” were included. 

 

There were 923 responses to our survey.  Responses are clustered into two geographies, “In Metro 

Altanta” and “Outside Metro Atlanta.”  32% of responses are from counties defined as “In Metro 

Atlanta.” The following counties are defined as “In Metro Atlanta”: 

 

Cherokee 

Clayton 

Cobb 

DeKalb 

Douglas 

Fayette 

Fulton 

Henry 

Gwinnett 

Rockdale 
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GOP Primary Voter Survey 
 

Good evening, we are surveying voters in Georgia about the upcoming election as well as key 

issues.  This survey should take less than 5 minutes. 

 

1) Are you planning to vote in the Georgia Republican Primary this year? 

Yes 

Probably 

No 

IF ‘Yes’ or ‘Probably’, then Q2.  If no, discontinue survey. 

 

Voting in the Republican Primary 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 

probably 59 6.4 6.4 6.4 

yes 864 93.6 93.6 100.0 

Total 923 100.0 100.0  

 

2) On the issue of k through 12 education spending, please select the answer that best describes 

your perspective 

Georgia does not spend enough 

Georgia spends too much 

Georgia spends the right about 

I do not have an opinion 

Funding for K-12 Education 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 

about right 260 28.2 28.2 28.2 

no opinion 188 20.4 20.4 48.5 

not enough 273 29.6 29.6 78.1 

too much 202 21.9 21.9 100.0 

Total 923 100.0 100.0  

 

3) On the subject of Common Core Standards, which are currently in place in Georgia, do you 

believe Georgia should keep or abandon these standards? 

I support keeping Common Core standards in our schools 

I support abandoning Common Core standards in our schools 

I do not have an opinion 
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Keep Common Core? 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 

Abandon 390 42.3 42.3 42.3 

Keep 278 30.1 30.1 72.4 

no opinion 255 27.6 27.6 100.0 

Total 923 100.0 100.0  

 

If ‘Abandon,’ then go to Q3A.  If ‘Keep’ or ‘No Opinion,’ then go to Q4. 

 

Would you support abandoning Common Core Standards if it results in the State spending more tax 

dollars on K through 12 education to offset federal tax dollars Georgia will lose? 

A) Yes, I still support abandoning Common Core Standards 

B) No, I would not support abandoning Common Core standards 

C) I am not sure. 

All Q4 

 

Common Core Conditional? 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 

no would not support 39 10.0 10.0 10.0 

not sure 51 13.1 13.1 23.1 

still abandon 300 76.9 76.9 100.0 

Total 390 100.0 100.0  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Current US Senator Saxby Chambliss is retiring.  There are 8 Republican candidates running to 



 
The Hicks Evaluation Group/Apache Political Communications 

6 

 

be the next Senator.  Of the candidates, which are you MOST likely to vote for? (Order of Names 

randomized) 

Paul Broun 

Art Gardner 

Phil Gingrey 

Derrick Grayson 

Karen Handel 

Jack Kingston 

David Perdue 

Gary Yu 

Undecided 

 

Choice for Senate 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 

Broun 101 10.9 10.9 10.9 

Gardner 7 .8 .8 11.7 

Gingrey 96 10.4 10.4 22.1 

Grayson 5 .5 .5 22.6 

Handel 94 10.2 10.2 32.8 

Kingston 101 10.9 10.9 43.8 

Perdue 117 12.7 12.7 56.4 

undecided 394 42.7 42.7 99.1 

Yu 8 .9 .9 100.0 

Total 923 100.0 100.0  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) If the General Election for Governor is between incumbent Republican Nathan Deal and 
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Democratic State Senator Jason Carter, for whom are you most likely to vote? 

Nathan Deal 

Jason Carter 

Undecided 

 

Deal or Carter 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 

Carter 71 7.7 7.7 7.7 

Deal 728 78.9 78.9 86.6 

undecided 124 13.4 13.4 100.0 

Total 923 100.0 100.0  

 

  

 


