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NOTICE OF PREPARATION
DATE: June 30, 2011

To: See Attached Mailing List FROM: Kern County Planning and Community
Development Department
Attn: Jacquelyn Kitchen, Planner I1I
2700 “M” Street, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 862-8619

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT

The Kern County Planning and Community Development Department as Lead Agency (per CEQA Guidelines
Section 15052) has required that an Environmental Impact Report (per CEQA Guidelines Section 15161) be
prepared for the project identified below. The Planning and Community Development Department solicits the
views of your agency as to the scope and content of the environmental information which is germane to your
agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Your agency will need to use the
EIR prepared by our agency when considering your permit or other approval of projects.

Due to the limits mandated by State law, your response must be received by August 1, 2011 at Spm. In
addition, comments can be submitted at a scoping meeting that will be held at the Kern County Planning and
Community Development Department on July 25, 2011 at 1:30pm at the address shown above.

PROJECT TITLE: JRK 10-11; Alta Wind Infill II Project by Alta Windpower Development, LLC.
(PP11292); General Plan Amendment No. 7, Map No. 197; Zone Change No. 11, Map No. 168; Zone Change
No. 3, Map No. 179; Zone Change No. 47, Map 196; Zone Change No. 1, Map 196-31; Zone Change No. 49,
Map 197; Zone Change No. 67, Map 198; Zone Change No. 27, Map 214; Conditional Use Permit No. 13,
Map 197

PROJECT LOCATION: The Alta Wind Infill I Project is located west of Highway 14 and on the north and
south side of Highway 58 in the Mojave Desert and is within the Tehachapi Wind Resource Area (TWRA) of
eastern Kern County; Located within in San Bernardino Base Meridian in the following: T 10 North, R 13
West, within portions of Sections 1, 2, 11 and 12/ T 11 North, R12 West within portions of Sections 6, 29, 30,
31and 32/ T 11 North, R 13 West, within portions of Sections 1, 11 through 15, 22 through 27, 30, 31, 35 and
36/ T 11 North, R 14 West, within portions of Sections 25, 26, 35 and 36 / T 12 North, R12 West, within
portions of Section 31/ T 12 North, R 13 West, within portions of Section 36/ T 32 South, R 34 East, within
portions of Section 36/ T 32 South, R 35 East, within portions of Sections 13 through 16, 21 through 24, 28,
29, 31,32 and 35/ T 32 South, R36 East, within portions of Sections 5, 7 and 8.



PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project is located within and adjacent to the existing Alta Infill Wind
Energy Project area, as well as in Subarea 2 (east of 60" Street) of the existing Alta Oak Creek Mojave
(AOCM) Wind Energy Project area, and areas just east and north of the proposed Alta East project, all in the
Tehachapi area of southeastern Kern County. The proposed project is a renewable energy development that
would generate up to 750 megawatts (MW) of electricity through the use of up to 250 wind turbine generators
on a 10,846-acre project site. The project applicant is requesting: changes in zone classification from the E (20)
(Estate 20 acres) District, A-1 (Limited Agriculture) District, and the A (Exclusive Agriculture) District, to the
A WE (Exclusive Agriculture, Wind Energy Combining) District and to the A FP (Exclusive Agriculture,
Floodplain Combining) District in Maps 168, 179, 196, 196-31, 197, 198, and 214; and a conditional use
permit to allow for the use of a temporary concrete batch plant during construction of the wind energy facility.
The requested applications would also permit the construction of wind ancillary facilities and supporting
infrastructure, as well as a concrete batch plant that is necessary to provide concrete and materials for turbine,
substation, and building foundations. The project’s permanent facilities would include WTGs, service roads, a
power collection system, communication cables, overhead and underground transmission lines, electrical
switchyards, project substations, meteorological towers, and operations and maintenance facilities.

Signature: INY
Name: Jacquelyn R. Kitchen, Planner III
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Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal

Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P. O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

SCH #

Project Title: EIR JRK 10-11 Alta Wind Infill IT Project by Alta WindPower, LLC.

Contact Person:  Jacquelyn R. Kitchen
Phone: (661) 862-8619

County: Kern

Lead Agency: Kern County Planning Department
Mailing Address: 2700 "M" Street Suite 100
City: Bakersfield

Zip: 93301-2323

Project Location: County:  Kern City/Nearest Community: City of Tehachapi

Cross Streets: 2 miles west of the intersection of Highway 58 and Highway 14 in the Mojave Desert
Lat./Long.: 35°5" 1" N/118° 14’ 3" W Total Acres: 10,000
Assessor's Parcel No.:  Multiple Range: Multiple  Base: SBB&M

Zip Code: 93501

Section: Multiple Twp.: Multiple

Within 2 Miles: ~ State Hwy #: SR 58 & SR 14 Waterways:  Los Angeles Aqueduct
Airports: Mojave Airport Railways: n/a Schools: Mountain View Cont.
Document Type:
CEQA: X NOP [J Draft EIR NEPA: [] NOI Other: [] Joint Document
[] Early Cons ] Supplement/Subsequent EIR [ EA [] Final Document
[] Neg Dec (Prior SCH No.) [0 Draft EIS [] other
] Mit Neg Dec Other [] FONSI
Local Action Type:
[J General Plan Update [ Specific Plan X Rezone [ Annexation
[0 General Plan Amendment [ Master Plan [] Prezone O Redevelopment
[0 General Plan Element [J Planned Unit Development X Use Permit [0 Coastal Permit
] Community Plan [ site Plan [] Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) [] other
Development Type:
[] Residential: Units Acres [] Water Facilities: Type MGD
] Office: Sq.ft. Acres Employees [] Transportation: ~ Type
[] Commercial: Sq.ft. Acres Employees [] Mining: Mineral
[ Industrial: ~ Sq.ft. Acres Employees X1 Power: Type Wind MW 750
[J] Educational [] Waste Treatment: Type MGD
[J Recreational [] Hazardous Waste: Type
[ other:

Project Issues Discussed in Document:

[X] Aesthetic/Visual
X1 Agricultural Land
X1 Air Quality

X Archeological/Historical

[] Fiscal

X Flood Plain/Flooding
X Forest Land/Fire Hazard
X Geologic/Seismic

[X] Recreation/Parks

[] Schools/Universities
[] Septic Systems

[ Sewer Capacity

[X] Vegetation

X] Water Quality

X] Water Supply/Groundwater
X] Wetland/Riparian

[X] Biological Resources X Minerals X1 Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading X wildlife
[J Coastal Zone X] Noise [J Solid Waste [] Growth Inducing
X1 Drainage/Absorption X1 Population/Housing Balance [X] Toxic/Hazardous [X] Land Use

[J Economic/Jobs [X] Public Services/Facilities [X] Traffic/Circulation [X] Cumulative Effects

[J other

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:

Zoned: A-1 (Limited Agriculture) and E 20 (Estate Residential, 20 acres) Designated: 1.1 (State or Federal Land); 8.3
(Extensive Ag, 20 acre min); 8.4 (Mineral and Petroleum, Minimum 5 Acre Size); 8.5 (Resource Management, min 20
acre); 1.1/2.4 (Steep Slope); 8.4 /2.4; 8.5 /2.4; 8.5/2.5 (Flood Hazard)

Project Description: (please use a separate page if necessary) The proposed project is a renewable energy development
that would generate up to 750 megawatts (MW) of electricity through the use of wind power on a 10,000-acre project site.
the project applicant is requesting: (a) a change in zone classification from the E (20) (Estate 20 acres) District and the A-1
(Limited Agriculture) District to the A (Exclusive Agriculture) District, to the A WE (Exclusive Agriculture, Wind Energy



Combining) District and to the A FP (Exclusive Agriculture, Floodplain Combining) District in Map 168, (b) a change in
zone classification from A-1 to A and A WE in Map 180, (c) a change in zone classification from E (20) to A and A WE
in Map 180, (d) a change in zone classification from A-1 to A and A WE in Map 179, (e) a change in zone classification
from A-1 to A in Map 197, and (f) a conditional use permit to allow for the use of a temporary concrete batch plant during
construction of the wind energy facility. The requested applications would also permit the construction of wind ancillary
facilities and supporting infrastructure, as well as a concrete batch plant that is necessary to provide concrete and materials
for turbine, substation, and building foundations. The project’s permanent facilities would include up to 250 wind turbine
generators (WTGs), service roads, a power collection system, communication cables, overhead and underground
transmission lines, electrical switchyards, project substations, meteorological towers, and operations and maintenance
facilities.



Reviewing Agencies Checklist

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X".
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S".

X Air Resources Board

Boating & Waterways, Department of

x__ California Highway Patrol
CalFire
S Caltrans District# 6 & 9

Office of Emergency Services
Office of Historic Preservation
Office of Public School Construction
Parks & Recreation

Pesticide Regulation, Department of

___ Caltrans Division of Aeronautics x__ Public Utilities Commission
__ Caltrans Planning (Headquarters) _ S Regional WQCB # Lahontan
_ Central Valley Flood Protection Board _ Resources Agency
_ Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy _____ S.F.Bay Conservation & Development Commission
__ Coastal Commission _ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers and Mtns Conservancy
____ Colorado River Board _____ San Joaquin River Conservancy
__ Conservation, Department of Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
___ Corrections, Department of State Lands Commission
__ Delta Protection Commission _____ SWRCB: Clean Water Grants
Education, Department of __ SWRCB: Water Quality
X Energy Commission ______ SWRCB: Water Rights
S Fish & Game Region # Fresno ____ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
S Food & Agriculture, Department of Toxic Substances Control, Department of
__ General Services, Department of Water Resources, Department of
__ Health Services, Department of
Housing & Community Development Other

X Integrated Waste Management Board Other
S Native American Heritage Commission
Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)
Starting Date _June 30, 2011 Ending Date _August 1, 2011
Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):
Consulting Firm: Applicant:
Address: Address:
City/State/Zip: City/State/Zip:
Contact: Phone:
Phone:
Signature of Lead Agency Representative: /S/ Date: 6/29/2011

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code.
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION

of a Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
to the Alta-Oak Creek Mojave Project (SCH No. 2008121044)
for the Alta Wind Infill II Project

Alta Wind Infill IT Project
by Alta Windpower Development, LLC

General Plan Amendment No. 7, Map 197
Zone Change No. 11, Map No. 168
Zone Change No. 3, Map No. 179
Zone Change No. 47, Map 196
Zone Change No. 1, Map 196-31
Zone Change No. 49, Map 197
Zone Change No. 67, Map 198
Zone Change No. 27, Map 214
Conditional Use Permit No. 13, Map 197

(PP11292)

LEAD AGENCY:

Kern County Planning and Community Development Department
2700 M Street, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA 93301-2370

Contact: Ms. Jacquelyn Kitchen
(661) 862-8619
Kitchenj@co.kern.ca.us

June 2011



NOTICE OF PREPARATION
Page 2 Alta-Oak Creek Mojave Project Supplemental EIR

A. Introduction

This Notice of Preparation is being circulated pursuant to Section 15087 of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, and serves to notify responsible agencies of the preparation of a
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to the Alta-Oak Creek Mojave Project for the Alta Wind
Infill II Project (SCH No. 2008121044). The Supplemental EIR will modify the previously certified Alta-
Oak Creek Mojave Project EIR pursuant to Section 15163 of the CEQA Guidelines.

In 2008, Alta Windpower Development, LLC (AWD or project proponent) filed applications for zone
changes and conditional use permits with the Kern County Planning and Community Development
Department (County) for the proposed Alta-Oak Creek Mojave (AOCM) Wind Energy Project. The AOCM
Project included construction and operation of a commercial wind energy generation facility capable of
generating up to 800 megawatts (MW) of electricity on 9,120 acres. The County prepared an EIR and the
Kern County Board of Supervisors approved a 710 MW portion the AOCM Project on December 15, 2009,
and certified the EIR as being in compliance with the requirements of CEQA.

In 2009, a subsequent application for a lot line adjustment was filed with the County by AWD to adjust a
parcel boundary within the project site and to include an additional 65 MW on 1,420 acres adjacent to and
within the original AOCM project boundary. This project was analyzed in Addendum No. 1 to the AOCM
Project EIR prepared in April 2010, which was approved by the Kern County Board of Supervisors in May,
2010.

In 2010, subsequent applications for zone changes and conditional use permits were filed with the County by
AWD to include an additional 330 MW on 4,600 acres adjacent to and within the original AOCM project
boundary. This project was analyzed in an Addendum (Addendum No. 2) to the AOCM Project EIR
prepared in July 2010. The EIR Addendum was approved in December 2010. The AOCM projects are
partially operational and partially under construction, with the portion under construction scheduled to
commence operation in late 2011.

Collectively, the original certified EIR, Addendum I and Addendum II are referred to as the approved
AOCM Wind Energy project.

In 2011, AWD submitted additional applications to the County to further increase the capacity of the AOCM
Project by 750 MW on an additional ten thousand acres adjacent to and north of Subarea 2 of the original
AOCM Project area. As lead agency (per CEQA Guidelines Section 15052), the Lead Agency is requiring a
Supplement to the AOCM Project EIR be prepared for the proposed expansion. At this time, the Lead
Agency solicits comments by your agency as to the scope and content of the environmental information
which is germane to either your agency’s statutory responsibilities or opinion in connection with the project.

Due to the limits mandated by State law, please respond by Monday, August 1, 2011, at Spm. In addition,
comments can be submitted at a scoping meeting that will be held at the Kern County Planning and
Community Development Department on Monday, July 25, 2011, at the address below.

Please send written comments on the scope and content of the Supplemental EIR to:

Kern County Planning and Community Development Department
Attn: Jacquelyn Kitchen, Planner II1
2700 “M” Street, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA 93301
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B. Project Location

The project would be located entirely on private land and would encompass multiple parcels totaling just
over 10,000 acres, located 3 miles west of the unincorporated area of Mojave, 6 miles north of the
unincorporated area of Rosamond, and 11 miles east of the city of Tehachapi. The area is generally bounded
to the north by the Tehachapi Mountains, to the west by Tehachapi-Willow Springs Road, to the south by
Reed Avenue, and to the east by State Route (SR) 14 in the Oak Creek area of southeastern Kern County
(Figure 1). Access to the project site is anticipated to be from Tehachapi Willow Springs Road, Oak Creek
Road, and SR-58.

The project is located in multiple Sections, Townships, and Ranges, including:
e Township 10 North, Range 13 West, within portions of Sections 1, 2, 11 and 12
e Township 11 North, Range 12 West within portions of Sections 6, 29, 30, 31 and 32
e Township 11 North, Range 13 West, within portions of Sections 1, 11 through 15, 22 through 27, 30,
31,35 and 36
Township 11 North, Range 14 West, within portions of Sections 25, 26, 35 and 36
Township 12 North, Range 12 West, within portions of Section 31
Township 12 North, Range 13 West, within portions of Section 36
Township 32 South, Range 34 East, within portions of Section 36
Township 32 South, Range 35 East, within portions of Sections 13 through 16, 21 through 24, 28,
29, 31, 32 and 35
e Township 32 South, Range 36 East, within portions of Sections 5, 7 and 8

C. Environmental Setting

The project is located at the base of the Tehachapi Mountains in the Western Mojave Desert within the
Tehachapi Wind Resource Area (TWRA) in Eastern Kern County. The project area is vacant, with open
creosote bush scrub and Joshua tree woodland. Elevations in the area range between 2,800 and 3,800 feet
above mean sea level.

The project vicinity within the TWRA is heavily developed with operating wind energy facilities and several
more proposed and pending wind energy projects. Utility infrastructure (water, natural gas) and several
transmission lines (e.g., Sage Brush 230 kilovolt (kV) line; two 66 kV Southern California Edison lines)
exist near the project area.

Other land uses in the region include industrial, agricultural, recreation, and low-density residential. Mining
and cement manufacturing (Cal Portland Cement [CPC] — Mojave Quarry) is located 4 miles west of the
project site. Agricultural uses primarily include sheep and cattle grazing. Recreational uses include the
Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (3 miles northwest of the project area), horseback riding, a gun club, and
off-highway vehicle use. Residential uses include low-density, large-lot single-family homes, mainly along
Camelot Boulevard and Douglas Avenue.

The unincorporated area of Mojave is located 3 miles to the east, the unincorporated area of Rosamond is
located 6 miles to the south, and the city of Tehachapi is located 9 miles to the northwest of the project
expansion area. Major transportation corridors in the region include SR-14 (north-south) and SR-58 (east-
west), which intersect about 3 miles east of the project site in Mojave. Three commercial airports are located
within 10 miles of the project site: Mountain Valley Airport, Tehachapi Municipal Airport, and Mojave Air
and Space Port. The runway for Edwards Air Force Base is located 15 miles to the southeast.

D. Project Description

The project would expand the previously approved AOCM Wind Energy project to generate an additional
750 MW of electricity through wind power. Table 1 presents a summary of the project features, previously
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approved project features, project features under construction, operational project features, and a total
combination of all approved and proposed project features.

Table 1. Project Features

Total Project Size Proposed WE Zoning Maximum No. of Wind Turbine Total
(acres) (acres) Generators MW

Proposed Project Features

10,846 5,114 250 750

Previously Approved Project Features

13,730 4,325 386 1,071

Project Features Under Construction

4,610 2,695 138 361

Operational Project Features

9,120 1,630 248 710

Total (Previously Approved and Proposed)

24,576 9,439 636 1,821

Specifically, AWD is requesting: (a) a change of base zone designation from existing zone districts to the A
WE (Exclusive Agriculture — Wind Energy Combining) District, the A (Exclusive Agriculture) District, and
the A FP (Exclusive Agriculture — Floodplain Combining) District; (b) an amendment of the Circulation
Element Map #10 of the Kern County General Plan; (c) an amendment of the Circulation Element of the
Soledad Mountain-Elephant Butte Specific Plan; (d) a franchise route agreement; (e) vacation of public
easements; and (f) a conditional use permit to allow for the use of a temporary concrete batch plant for the
construction of the wind energy facility. Figure 1 displays the project area and the areas therein that are
proposed for incorporation of the WE District.

The project would expand the previously approved AOCM projects and would construct of up to 250 wind
turbine generators (WTG), permanent service roads and temporary access roads, communication cables, up
to three high-voltage overhead transmission lines, low- and medium-voltage underground and overhead
collection lines, up to five new power collection system substations, laydown areas, two warehouses, and a
temporary concrete batch plant. Major components are described in the following sections.

Wind Turbine Generators

The project would construct up to 250 WTGs capable of generating up to 750 MW of electricity. The WTGs
would be between 388 feet and 492 feet tall, measured from the top of the foundation to the blade tip in
vertical position. Ground clearance for blades at the lowest point of rotation would be between 115 feet and
136 feet. Spacing between WTGs would be no less than the length of 1.2 rotor diameters, but may be spaced
further apart for environmental or engineering considerations.

WTGs would be composed of a foundation and pad area, tower, nacelle hub, blades/rotor, and controller.
Foundations would have one of three designs, depending on geotechnical constraints and other factors:
Patrick and Henderson, Inc. patented post-tensioned foundation, rock anchor, or spread-footing. For all
designs, the exposed concrete pad would be 18 inches in diameter and extend less than 1 foot above grade.
The monopole, tubular tower portion of each WTG extends from the concrete foundation to the nacelle. The
tower would be between 344 feet and 262 feet, light grey and non-reflective, and 10 feet in diameter at the
base. The nacelle is an aerodynamic structure that contains the inner workings of the turbine (power-
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generating components (driveshaft/generator), transformer, blade pitch control, cooling system, yaw drive).
The hub sits on the front of the nacelle and attaches the blades to the main drive shaft. WT'Gs typically have
three large blades bolted to the hub; the blades and the hub together are called the rotor. WTGs are also
equipped with a microprocessor, known as a controller, which automatically regulates operation of the
WTG.

Safety features include a breaking system to facilitate automatic shut-down if operational characteristics of
turbines deviate outside set limits, lightning protection system, and Federal Aviation Administration-
compliant lighting.

Electrical Collection and Interconnection

The project would include overhead and underground transmission and collection lines, electrical
switchyards, and up to six collector substations (see Figure 1). A transformer at each WTG would boost the
WTG voltage of 500 to 1,000 volts to the collector system voltage of 34.5 kV. Electricity from the
transformer would then be transmitted from the WTG to one of five newly proposed collector substations
(for 206 WTGs) or the existing AOCM Substation 3A (for 44 WTGs) via a new underground collection
system. Underground electrical cables would be installed in trenches 3 to 5 feet deep for each cable circuit.
In cases where the distance to the substation is excessive, or where terrain or obstacles dictate such, the
underground cables may connect to an overhead collection system on wood or steel poles to transport the
power to the collector substations.

At each collector substation, the voltage would be increased again from 34.5 kV to the 230 kV grid
interconnection voltage. The entire project would interconnect to the electrical grid via as many as three new
230 kV overhead transmission lines that will interconnect to the Southern California Edison Windhub
Substation (which is part of the Tehachapi Renewable Transmission Project, currently under construction).

A portion of the WT'Gs would interconnect at existing collector substation 3A which was identified in both
the AOCM EIR and Alta Infill Wind Energy Project Addendum and thus would share certain existing
infrastructure with those projects. Substation 3A is owned and operated by affiliates of AWD and is located
approximately 3 miles southeast of the Windhub substation.

A new overhead 230 kV transmission line extending southward from a grouping of project WTGs through
privately-owned land, and crossing the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) aqueduct in
Section 31, Township 12 north, and Range 12 west. The transmission line would parallel Pipeline Road, and
in a stair-step pattern head west at 45th Street West and south at 50th Street West to cross Oak Creek Road.
After Oak Creek Road, the transmission line would turn west along Big Inch Pipeline Road and then head
southward to meet Sunset Avenue, following Sunset Avenue to the west, and in a stair-step pattern extending
north just after 80th Street West eventually following 90th Street West to pass adjacent to Substation 3A
using the shared AOCM utility corridors to connect into the Windhub Substation.

Another substation and associated 230kv transmission line may originate in Section 26, Township 11 North,
Range 13 West. The transmission line would travel south across private land until reaching the shared
AOCM utility corridors where it would then connect into the Windhub Substation. A substation may also
located in Section 30, Township 11 North, Range 12 West. From here, the transmission line would utilize a
franchise route and private land until reaching the shared AOCM utility corridor where it would then connect
into the Windhub Substation. The fifth substation and associated 230kv transmission line may originate in
Sections 13 or 14, Township 11 North, Range 13 West. From here, the transmission line would travel south
across private land until reaching the shared AOCM utility corridors where it would then connect into the
Windhub Substation. The final substation would be located adjacent to the Windhub substation; an
aboveground 230 kv transmission line would utilize a franchise route connecting into this substation
extending along the south side of Oak Creek Road.
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Appurtenant Facilities

Meteorological towers, communication cables, two warehouse facilities, and a concrete batch plant would
also be constructed as a part of the project. Project operations staff would use the new warehouse facilities as
well as the existing operations and maintenance (O&M) facility evaluated in the certified AOCM EIR. The
project would use the existing laydown areas and concrete batch plants identified in both the AOCM EIR
and EIR Addendum No. 2. Construction of project facilities would require an additional temporary concrete
batch plant to provide concrete and materials for construction.

Access Roads

Access to the project site during construction and operation would be from Oak Creek Road, Mojave
Tropico Road, and Tehachapi Willow Springs Road.

Temporary access roads would be established for use during construction to access areas within the project
site and would be restored after construction. Additionally, permanent maintenance roads would be
constructed for use during operation to access project facilities for maintenance. The northern portion of the
project would involve construction of either a bridge across the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power aqueduct or an access road west of the aqueduct, one of which would be required in order to provide
site access.

Because of topography, grading of access roads would, in some limited cases, disturb an area of 40 to 50 feet
or more on either side of the centerline to accommodate appropriate cut or fill slopes to allow for the
necessary road width and to comply with percent slopes per County grading requirements and manufacturer
specifications of construction and installation equipment. Some roads intended for permanent use would be
temporarily widened to 36 feet and engineered to support heavy cranes and delivery vehicles. Following
completion of construction, the temporarily widened portions of these roads would be restored, leaving 20-
to 24-foot-wide permanent maintenance roads.

In some very steep areas, the road could be paved. Water bars, similar to speed bumps, would be cut into the
roads in areas where needed, to allow for natural drainage of water over the road surface and to prevent road
washout. V-ditches and culverts would be installed where necessary to handle excess drainage water.

Construction Schedule

Project construction is scheduled to begin in May 2012 and would be completed by the end of December
2012.

Operation and Maintenance

Operation and maintenance (O&M) personnel would conduct maintenance activities for WTGs as required
by the routine maintenance schedule provided by the turbine supplier or as required to keep the equipment in
operation. On average, each WTG will require 8 to 16 hours of scheduled mechanical and electrical
maintenance per year. Routine maintenance may include, but will not be limited to, replacing lubricating
fluids, checking parts for wear and replacing as required, and recording data from data-recording chips in all
pertinent equipment including anemometers. O&M personnel will also inspect and maintain access roads,
crane and turbine pads, erosion control systems, and parameter fencing areas regularly and maintain them to
ensure minimal degradation.

The WTGs will also be monitored continuously by the project SCADA system, which communicates major
aspects of turbine operation through communication lines and notifies the Operations Group if operational
characteristics of turbines deviate outside set limits. The WTGs will be equipped with an automatic braking
system to shut down the turbines and slow or stop blade rotation in such an event until addressed by O&M
personnel.
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E. Environmental Factors Potentially Affected:

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines, the County intends to prepare a Supplemental EIR to evaluate
potential environmental effects of the project and to propose mitigation measures to reduce any significant
effects identified.

The supplement to the EIR will contain only the information necessary to document all project impacts for
the wind project expansion (CEQA Guidelines 15163(b)). The environmental factors checked below would
be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact"
as indicated by the Kern County approved checklist. As such, the environmental review of the Supplemental
EIR will focus on these issues; however, potential impacts for other environmental factors will be described
in the Supplemental EIR as well.

X] Aesthetics [l Agriculture and Forestry DX Air Quality
Resources
X] Biological Resources X] Cultural Resources [] Geology/ Soils
X] Greenhouse Gas [l Hazards & Hazardous [] Hydrology / Water Quality
Emissions Materials
[] Land Use and Planning [ ] Mineral Resources X] Noise
[] Population and Housing [] Public Services X] Recreation

[] Transportation and Traffic [ ]| Utilities / Service Systems X] Mandatory Findings of
Significance

Mitigation Measures. The certified AOCM EIR and approved project addenda require mitigation measures
that were designed to reduce or eliminate potential impacts of construction and operation of the wind energy
facility. These mitigation measures were adopted by the County in its approval of the AOCM and addendum
projects. The effectiveness of these measures to reduce impacts to specific resources affected by the project
will be evaluated in the Supplemental EIR, and additional mitigation measures may be developed to further
reduce impacts, if required.
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