
CHAPTER - V I  

T Y M ~ ~ E  ENTRY FRZEDOM I N  KERALA ---- ......................... 
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The f i r s t  ' p r a c t i c a l  temple e n t r y  a g j  t a t i o n  which was s t a g e d  
1 

a t  t h e  p r e d n t s  of  Guruvayoor t e n p l e  i n  B r i t i s h  Malabar r e s u l t e d  

j n d i r e c t l y  i n  throwing open t h e  Travancore  temples t o  untouchables  

i n  1936. A f t e r  the s u c c e s s  -f Vafkom Satyagraha ,  t h e r e  would 

n o t  have taken p l a c e  any s p r i o u s  a t t e m p t s  to  throw open temples 

t o  u n t o u c h a b l ~ a .  But  t h e  temple entry Sa tyagraha  and F a s t  

(hunger  s t r i k e )  o f  Kelapvan, d i r e c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  -f n o t  

o n l y  t h e  whole of Kera la  b u t  a l s o  t h e  r e s t o f  I n d i a  towards 

Guruvayoor. T h i s  Sa tyagraha  helped t o  i n t e s i f y  t h e  f e e l i n g s  

o f  t h e  people  i n  t h ~  m a t t e r  o f  temple entry.  When t h e  Travsncore  

r u l e r s  check-d t h e  development of  Sa tyag raha  and f a s t  a t  

G~lruvayoor,  a t e leqram from Gandhi j i ,  made them a c t i v e  f o r  t h e  

cause  of t rmple  e n t r y  nroblem. Th!s was an i n d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of 

t h e  Guruvayoor Satyagraha.  

On September, 27, 1932,  Gandh i j i  s e n t  t h e  above s a i d  

te legram t o  t h e  Maharaja of Travancore t h a t ,  "THE LIFE OF ONE 

OF KERALA'S GRFAT SERVANTS, KELFPFAN, HANOES I N  THE BALANCE 

FPR OPENING GU9UV4WR. S!?YIP1G THAT TH!: UNEXEMPLED WAVE OF 

XJAKTNTFG FP.C;3IrrG THROIJGHOI~T THE LAhT FAVOURS OPENIMG ALL 

TEMPLFS. WILL YOU ROT E:<?RT YOIJR GPVAT INFLUENCE SECURING 

OPEMI?IG GITRU?IAWR E N D ,  I F  FOSSTBLE; OTHZR TEMPLES? YOU KNOW 

PERNFiPS T'lA'? P'?L?.PVfi~tT H A 3  ?ERN FPSTINC: SIMC?? 20TH OPENIPTG 



T R M P L E U . ~  The Travancore  Governrant  had been s u r p r i s e d  b y  t h e  

S ta tement  about  t ho  necess ;  t y  o f  Mahara ia ' s  approaval  f o r  

throwj ng open Guruvayoor t-mple. T h i s  t e l  eqrarn o f  Gandhi 

d i r e c t l y  .i nf 1 uenced t h e  Travancoro Government t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of throwing open ' o t h p r  temples '  which was r e f e r r e d  

i n  the teLegram because a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  Travancore  Government 

had a f avourab le  a t t i t u d e  towards temple e n t r y  freedom a s  t h e  

r e s u l t  of a f avourab le  f e e l i n g  whl ch engendered through t h e  

Sa tyaoraha  and f a s t  of Kel appan. T h l s  t e legram might  have 

been t h e  r o o t  cause of t h e  eventua l  . i n t r c d u c t i o n  of temple e n t r y  

freedom i n  Kerala. 

TEMPLE ENTRY ENQUIRY COIDIITTFE I N  TRA'.TP.NCORE 

During t h o  temple e n t r y  Sa tyagraha  t ime,  a f ee l j . ng  which 

favoured t h e  t-mple e n t r y  frpedom develop-d i n  Kera la  among 

t h e  P u b l i c  people  and g o t  A l l  I n d i a  importance.  The Travancore  

Governm-nt decided t o  a p p o i n t  a Temple E n t r y  Enquiry Committee 

t o  e n q u i r e  i n t o  and r e p o r t  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  temple-entry. 

So a Committee was appoln ted  on November 25th,  1932 b y  t h e  

o r d e r  of  t h e  Government (Order  R . D i s  No.Q48/bev. da t ed  25 th  

November 1932)  .3 The committee was r equ j  red to  r e p o r t  on t h e  

1. The Hindu News Daj ly ,  da tnd  October  1, 1932, Quota t ion :  
C o l l e c t e d  works o f  Mahaha  Gandhi Vol.Ll, Op.ci t ,  P.147. 

2. i b i d ,  P.147, Fn. No.1.  

3. Repor t  o f  t h e  T.E.E.C., Travancore ,  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  P.l , 
Par. 1. 



s u b j e c t ,  and appointed V.S .Sl~bramonl a A iya r  a s  its P r e s i d e n t .  

The committee 's  r e p o r t  was on t h e  b a s i s  of  i t s  f i n d i n g s  

submi t ted  t o  t h e  Government on Janua ry  1934. The fo l lowing  i s  

some o f  t h e  e x t r a c t s  o f  +he Committee's Report ,  abou t  t h e  

d e c i s i o n s  of t h e  Cour t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  tsm-le-entry t h a t ,  "The 

Cour t s  i n  B r i t i s h  I n d i a  and i n  Travancore  have r e p e a t e d l y  

h e l d  t h a t  t h e  e n t r y  nf Avarnas i n t o  temples  c o n s t i t u t e s  

d i f i l ement" .4  Again r e p o r t s ,  "To sum up  t h e  p d s i t i o n ,  t h e  

c o u r t s  have t r e a t e d  the r i g h t  of  t h ?  Savarnzs  t o  Keep Avarnas 

o u t  of  t h e i r  temples acco rd ing  t o  t h e i r  f a i t h  t o  s ave  them 

from p o l l u t i o n ,  as a  C i v i l  r i .ght  capab le  of a d j u d i c a t i o n  in<& 

c o u r t  of  law. On t h e  merits, t h s y  have h e l d  t h a t ,  a cco rd ing  

t o  l ong  s t a n d i n g  usaqe and r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y ,  The ava rnas  

have no r i g h t  t o  e n t q r  t h e  temples and t l )at  t h e y  a r e  e n t i t l e d  

t o  o f f e r  worship o n l y  from t h e  p o s i t i o n  o u t s i d e  t h e  temples  

a s s igned  t o  them by usage. ,,5 

4.  i k d ,  Ch.11, P.35, Par.  25. 

5. ibid,  P.38, Par.29. - 



To knoxr thcz e x t e n t  of  fe-1 i  n g  i n  t h o  coun t ry  abou t  temple 

e n t r y  ques t ion ,  t h ~  committee had taken  w r i t t e n  pnd o r a l  evidences .  

I t  is repor t ed  t h a t  ":qe have i s s u e d  a q u e s t i o n a i r e  and secu red  

r e p l i e s  from 3, 122 persons .  Of t h e s e ,  2,  867 a r e  Savarnas  

and 255 Avarnas. The Avarnas -who s e n t  u s  r e p l i e s  a r e  i n  f avour  

o f  temple e n t r y  be ing  al lowed and t h i s  js n o t  a l l  surprising. . .  

F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  o n l y  t h e  more o r  l e s s  educated and moderni-sed 

among them t h a t  would be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  

and among th-m t h c  d e s i r e  f n r  templr  - e n t r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  a s  a 

symbol cf s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  i s  v l r y  s t rong."6 Out  c f  a t o t s 1  of 

4118 w r i t t e n  ev idences  rece ived  from t h e  Savarnas ,  3230 w r i t t e n  

ev idences  were a g a i n s t  temple e n t r y :  and 888 were f c r  temple 

e n t r y  and t h e  o r a l  ev tdence  shovs 160 deposing f o r  and 37 a g a i n s t  

temp1 e entry.7 But t h e  n e t  t o t a l  o f  t h e  ev idences  from Savarnas  

and Avar-nas sho*:~ t h a t  thr .re was a m a j o r i t y  of  people who were 

a g a i n s t  temple en t ry .  

6. i b i d ,  Ch V I ,  P.71, Par.84. - 
7. ix, Supplementary note .  PP 290 - 91. 



I 

The Committee: s t a t ~ s  t h a t  Hindu S o c l e t y  i s  bound t o  t a k e  
I 

t mmediate and adeqya te  mzasures f o r  t h e  u p l i f t  o f  t h e  Avarnas 

i o c l a l l y  and econoq~ ica l ly .  I t  js p o s s j b l e  t o  1,iork o u t  a scheme 

f o r  t h e  a t ta inmentof  t h e  above s a j d  o b j e c t s  inffependently o f  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  temple e n t r y .  Thecommittee s u g g e s t  f o r  t h i s  

purpose a c t i o n  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  l i n e s r -  k 
"(1) D l s t a n r e  - p o l l u t i o n  o r  Thcendal should  be removed by 

a p p r o p r i a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  measures,  s u b j e c t  t o  r e s e r v a t i o n s  i n  

t h e  m a t t e r  of e n t r y  i n t o  temples and i n t o  t h e j r  a d j u n c t s  l i k e  

templetanks ,  temple-~.rel ls ,  Homa~uras ,  A n a k o t t i l s ,  e t c ,  i?nd 

s t i b j e c t  t o  t h e  fo l low+ rglprovisjons :- 

(a )  p u b l i c  t anks  used f o r  b a t h i n g  purposes  should b e  thrown 

open, =fter s e p a r a t e  cjsterns arc a t t a c h e d  t o  them o r  p o r t i o n s  

o f  them a r e  walled o f f ,  where people  could wash t h e i r  c l o t h e s ,  

etcr b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  t a n k s f o r  bnth .  

(b) pub1 i c  wells should  be  thrown open, a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  

provided wi th  c i s t e r n s ,  i n  whjch w a t e r  should b e  s t o r e d  from 

t h e  w e l l s  by MinJcipal  o r  He la th  Department employess, and from 

which w a t p r  should be dra.dn throligh t aps .  

(c )  Government sa t roms  should be  thrown open, a f t e r  t h e y  a r e  

provided wl th  s e p a r a t e  k i t c h e n s ,  as i n  t h e  c a s e  of such as are 

a l r e a d y  open t o  a l l  c l a s s e s ,  

The committee t h i n k  t h a t  prnmpt a c t i o n  should be t aken  a s  

r e q a r d s  t h e s e  t h r e e  items. 



( i i )  Arrangem-nts s h o u l d  he made f o r  n r o v i d i n g  Bha jana  

madoms, i n s t i t u t i n g  r e l i g i o u s  l e c t u r e s ,  o p e n i n g  s c h o o l s  f o r  

a d u l t  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  and h a v f r g  p r - p e r  hous ingand  s a n i t a t i o n  

and  t h ~  a d e q u a t e  s u p ~ l y  o f  'iells and t a n k s  f n r  s u c h  Avarna  

Communit ies  as i n  t h e  o p i n i o n  nf Government r e q u i r e  s u c h  

assjstance. T h i s  item may be so worked as  t o  be completed 

i n  a d e f i n j t ~  pe r iod ,  s a y ,  t e n  y e a r s .  

( i i i )  I n  i m p o r t a n t  c e n t r e s ,  t e m p l e s  may be b u i l t  and 

c o n s e c r a t e d ,  where S a v a r n a s  and Avarnas  may w o r s h i p  t o g e t h o e r ,  

s u c h  s a v a r n a s  retaining t h c i r  f u l l  r i n h t s  ef v c r s h i p ,  etc, 

i n  t e m p l e s  where Avarnas  are n c t  now adml tted."* 

The  committee a l ~ s o  warned t h a t  i f  t e m p l e  e n t r t y  is a l l o w e d ,  

one  r e s u l t  apprehended is t h a t  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  from a f a i r l y  

l a r g e  s e c t i o n  o f  S a v a r n a s  i s  l i k e l y  to l e a d  t o  b r e a c h e s  of t h e  

peace .  B u t  t h e  Government s h o u l d  be able  t o  t a k e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

p r e c a u t i o n a r y  measul-es.  The Committee r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a n y  change  

i n  t h e  matter of t emple  e n t r y  c o u l d  be made o n l y  w i t h  t h e  

a d v i c e  and c o n c u r r e n c e  nf P a a r j s h  a t  o f  V a l d i k s ,  Vadhyans,  

T a n t r l e s  a r d  t h e  Ashavanchery  Tamprakal  and  cf men l e a r n e d  i n  

t h e  S a s t r a s  and C o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  p r e s e n t  d a y  wor ld  - movements. 9 



The r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Temple E n t r y  Enquiry  committee was n o t  

a  r e l e v a n t  one a s  i t  cou ld  n o t  make s a t i s f a c t o r y  recommendations 

i n  t h e  matter of temple en t ry .  So t h e  r e p o r t  of  t h e  Temple 

En t ry  Enquiry Committee became u s e l e s s  f o r  t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  

i t s  submission.  A f t e r  t h e  submiss ion o f  t h e  Ccmmittee Report ,  

p e c p l e  w e r e  n o t  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  temple e n t r y  movement 

i n  Travancore. 

Bu t  t h e  temple e n t r y  q u e s t i o n  r l i scussed h e r e  and t h e r e  i n  

Travancore  w i thou t  any s e r i o u s  c rgan i sed  a t tempts .  P u b l i c  

meet inas  i n  regard  t o  H a r i j a n  u p l i f t  a l s o  were he ld  a t  h r i o u s  

p l a c e s .  A mret ing  of thp  H a r i j a n s  .?as h e l d  a t  Chengannur 

under  t h e  P r e s i d e n t s h i n  o f  G.Ramachandran on November 3, 1935. 10 

I n  t h i s  meeting, r e s o l u t i o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  Government t o  throw 

open Government temples a d  P u b l i c  I n s t i t u t i o r - s  t o  all classes 

o f  HinJus a l i k e  mere passed.  A memorial r e q u e s t i n g  Government 

t o  a l l o w  temple e n t r y  t o  a l l  Hindus was read  and passed  a t  t h e  

annual  meet ina  o f  t h e  S r l  Kumara Bhajana Sangham, Moovattupuzha 

on Fehruary  13,  1935. The i d e a  o f  l e a v i n g  Hindu r e l i g i o n  

and a c c e p t i n g  ano the r  r e l i g i o n  a l s o  came i n t o  prominence a t  

t h i s  t ime  among t h e  lower c l a s s e s .  Hindu P u b l j c  meet ings  w e r e  

o rgan i sed  by t h e  l o c a l  a r p a s  a t  Adoor, Mavelikkara,  Ambalapuzha 

snd Aranmula, on February,  1935". la I n  t h e s e  meetjngs,  t h e  

10. The YJeekly S e c r e t  B u l l e t t i n .  Vnl.TI, da t ed  November 9, 
m5, No.45, ( S r e e  Rarnavll ~ s a m  p r e s s ,  Trlvandrum, 1935) 
P.3, Par.272. 

11. i b i d ,  - "01.11 da t ed  February 16, 1935, No.7, P.4, Par.42. 



f o l l y  of 1eavir.g the  HJ ndrl r ~ l  i  qi  on was a l s o  explained t o  the  

Har i jans  who were present . there.  Thus a s i l e n t  movement f o r  

temple e n t r y  spread i n  a l l  p a r t s  of Travancore a f t e r  the  submission 

of temple Entry Conunittee's Report. 

EFFORTS OF HARIJAN SE'IAK SAPIGH 

On March 22,  1936, a t  the  annual r n ~ e t i n g  of Kerala Hari jan 

Sevak Sangh, held a t  Traivandrum a Temple Entry Committee 

was appointed f c r  s t a r t i n g  temple e n t r y  aq i t a t i on  i n  Kerala. 13 

By the  decision of the  Temple Entry Corni t tee ,  temple e n t r y  

conferences were held a t  the  c a p i t a l s  of Hari jan Sevak Sangh 

i n  Kerale. Af te r  t h e  conferenre Jathas marched a t  various 

p laces  i n  Malabar t o  focus cen t re  the  a t t en t i on  of p e o ~ l e  i n  

t h e  mattprof temple entry.  I n  Travanocre the  J a thas  were 

prohibi ted  a t  t h i s  time, bu t  were permitted t o  go a s  Bhajana 

team. They a l so  co l lec ted  the  signatures of Savarnas f o r  

temple en t ry  question and observed Apri l  19, 1936 as  Temple 

Entry Day i n  Kerala. lA About 55000 s igna tures  of ~ a v a r n a s  

i n  T ravanco r~  have been col lec ted .  

13. The Mathrubhumi Daily, In., 206, November 17, Ed.K.Kelappan 
(Ca l icu t )  . P .2. 



The Kerala  S t a t e  Temple Ent ry  conference  h e l a  a t  Trivandrum 

on Mary 9 t h  1 0 t h  under  t h e  P r e s i d e n t s h i p  of Smt.Rameswari Nehru, 

mustered more f o r c e  t o  the temple e n t r y  a g i t a t i o n .  l5 The 

r e s o l u t i o n  o f  temple e n t r y  on equa l  s t a t u s  t o  a l l  Hindus 

in t roduced  by K.Kelappan, was unanimously passed  i n  t h a t  

conference.  A team o f  d e p u t a t i o n  i t s  w a s  a l s o  appoin ted  to  

i n t r o d u c e  t h e  temple e n t r y  m a t t e r  b e f o r e  t h e  Maharaja of  

Travancore.  l6 Smt. Rameswari Nehru made a f o r t n i g h t  t o u r  i n  

Kera l a  and achieved g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  t o  t h e  temple e n t r y  

movement a f t e r  t h e  conference.  Thus t h e  f e e l i n g  i n  favour  

o f  temple gained momentum amonp t h e  common people. 

The main reason f o r  speedsng up t h e  temple e n t r y  

movementin Travancore was t h e  f avourab le  a t t i t u d e  nf t h e  

15. im., 1 4 ,  199 November 7, 1936 P.8 - r e f e r s  t h a t  the 
members of t h e  d e p u t a t i o n  were Changanassery Parameswaran 
P i l l a i ,  Ennakkat tu  Rama Varma Raja ,  R.Anantha Rao, 
Mulloor Govinda P i l l a i ,  M-Govindan and E l a t h o o r  Devaki 
Antharjanam, etc. 

16. Mathrubhumi Dai ly ,  1.1,  199, November 7, 1936, P.8. 



Maharaja S r i . C h i t h i i a  Thi runna l  Ba3.a Rama Varma o f  Trarraneoro. 17 

M r .  G.D.Birla, t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of A l l  I n d i a  Har i jan  Sevak 9angh 

had taken an i n t e r v i e w  wi th  t h e  Maharaja o f  Travancore i n  

t h e  t h i r d  week of  June,  1936. l8 The i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Maharaja 

r evea l ed  t h a t  h~ had f avoiirabl e a t t i t u d e  tcwards t h e  temple 

e n t r y  ma t t e r .  Mr.A.V.Thackar, t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of a l l  I n d i a  

H a r t j a n  Sevak Sangh, i n  h i s  speech a t  C a l i c u t  on November6, 

r e f l e c t e d  h i s  hopes abou t  Travancore  temple e n t r y  m a t t e r . '  

Tha t  t h e  Maharaia may be tak3ng any d e c 2 s i o n  about t h l s  m a t t e r  
Ifl*: :; 

on t h e  n p a r i n a  n e x t  b i r t h  day of Mahara;a on Ncvember 12. 

17. I N D I A t I  EXPRFSS ' A n  Epoch making r e i g n ' ,  VOL. LIX: N0.259, 
Ju ly  21 ,  1991 (Cochin ~ d i t i o n )  - r e p o r t s  t h a t  " S r i  
C h i t h i r a  T h i r u n a l  Balarama Varma, t h e  younges t  Maharaja 
t o  ascend t h e  t h r o n ~  o f  Travancore  w a s  born on November 12 ,  
1912 t o  Kochi K o i l  Thampuran o f  Kil imanoor P a l a c e  and 
Sethu P a r v a t h i  Bai. 

S r i  C h i t h f r a  t h i r u n a l  :,as o n l y  12 when h e  become t h e  
t i t u l a r  head of t h e  Travancore  S t a t e ,  f o l l owing  t h e  
unt imely d e a t h  of h i s  Uncle, Maharaja Sri.Mulam Th i ruana l  
i n  1924. A s  C h i t h i r a  Th i runa l  v a s  yodng, j t  was h i s  
moth-r 's  e l d e r  s i s t e r  Se thu  Lakshmi Bai who took  o v e r  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h p  Kingdom a s  Regent. However 
t h e  Recency o f  Maharani Se thu  Lakshrni Bai w a s  t e rmina t ed  
i n  1931, t h r e e  y e a r s  ah-ad of Schedule.  S r i - C h i t h i r a  
Th i runa l  who was 18 then,  a sumed Pcwer." 

18. ibid P.6. - 



The d e p u t a t i o n  p a r t y  appof.n+.rd by t h e  temple e n t r y  

confere!lce c o n s u l t e d  t h e  Divan S i r .  C.P. Rama swamy Aiyar  

on November 3: anfi handed ovzr t h e  memorial t o  t h e  Divan f o r  

submi t t inq  i t  t- t h e  i laharsja.  The memorial con ta ined  abou t  

55000 s i g n a t u r e s  of s ava rnas  who favoured temple en t ry .  

The Divan informed them t h a t  the Government was deep ly  

t h i n k i n g  abou t  t h e  temple e n t r y  mat te r .  20 Thi s  deep t h i n k i n g  

about the temple e n t r y  problem i n  Travancore e f f e c t e d  good 

r e s u l t s  on November 1 2 ,  1936 as the form of temple e n t r y  

f r e ~ d o m  i n  Travancore.  

TEMPLE ENTRY U R O C U i P n T I  ,N I N I ' ~  VWJCP) RE. - 

On LIovernber 12, 1936, t h e  Travancore  Government pub l i shed  

an  extra-Ordinary G a z a t t e  wtrich c o n t a i n e d  t h e  Temple Entry  

Proclamat ion by 

!I IS l I I 5 H I J  I4SS S R I .  P.\DPnN?iSHi\D;'.SL". VANCHIPALA S I R  RAm V A R m  

I<UL'iSXKkIAPS\ K I R ' r I E ' A T I  'AEJNERY S U L T A N  I9\FPbRnJA. 

RAYARAJA BAHT, DmR SIR MSH ER JAlJG, KNIGHT GRAND 

C L'Mi.?iIiD!?R OF TIlE MOS'r El~IIl'lENT 0:: DER OF TI13 I N D I A N  EMPIRE, 

bIhF&' iGi,TA C'F T RA V*.IJC CR F 

20. - The P.lathrubhumi DJilx, 14, 206 November 17, 1936, p.2. 



Tt rpads  t hus  "Profounclly convj.nced of t h e  t r u t h  and 

v a l i d i t y  c f  o u r  r e l i g i o n ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  based on d i v i n e  

guidance and o n  a l l - c c m p r ~ h e n d i ~ g  t o l e r a t i o n  knowing t h a t  i n  

i t s  p r a c t i c e  i t  has ,  throughout  t h e  c e n t u r i e s ,  adapted i t s e l f  

t o  t h e  needs of changing times, solicitous t h a t  none o f  o u r  

Hindu subjects should,  by reascln of b i r t h  o r  caste o r  community 

b e  denietl .  t h e  c o n s o l a t i o n s  and s o l a c e  of t h e  Hindu f a i t h ,  

w e  have  dec ided  and hereby  d e c l a r e ,  o r d a i n  and command t h a t ,  

s u h j e c t  t o  such r u l e s  ancl condi t ie-s a s  vay be l a i d  down and 

i m ~ o s e d  by us  f c r  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e i r  p r - ~ e r  atmosphere and 

main ta ing ing  t h e i r  r i  t i ~ a l s  ancl observances ,  t h e r e  should  hence fo r th  

be  no r e s t r j c t i o n  p l aced  on any Hindu by b i r t h  or r e l i g i o n  

on e n t e r i n ?  o r  wnrshipping a t  the temple  c o n t r o l l e d  by us  and 

Our Governm~mt. tt21 

The Maharaia c'ltd t h i s  ~ r o c l a m a t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  h i s  W e n t y  

f i f t h  b i r t h  day (November 1 2 ,  1936, thursaday)  which became 

a memorable day and marked t h e  daT?rn o f  a new age i n  Kerala.. 

Thus t h e  restriction on e n t e r i n g  and worshipping a t  t h e  temples  

i n  Travancore on c e r t a i n  Hindus Idas removed. A number o f  r u l e s  

i n  r ega rd  t o  use  t h e  temple e n t r y  freedom were a l s o  enac t ed  by 

t h e  Maharaia of Travancore by a  Proc lamat ion  on November 24, 1936. 
2 2 

21 .  The Travancore Governrent  G a z e t t e  P x t r a  Ordinary,  
Dated November 1 2 ,  19 36 (Governmmt press, ~ r i v a n d r u m ,  1936). 

22. Appendix No.4, Temple E n t r y  Rules.  



Temple E n t r y  Freedom Monument o f  Travancore.  

The people  of Travancore  and a l l  I n d i a  heard thenews o f  

Proclamat ion with  g r e a t  p l ea su re .  The Travancore  Maharaja 

was wide ly  p r a i s e d  a s  t h e  h e r o  of t h e  new age. Many p u b l i c  

meet ings  were h e l d  a t  Travancore  and o t h e r  p l a c e s  f o r  p r a i s i n g  

t h e  Maharaja o f  Travancore  and s e n t  c o n g r a t u a l a t o r y  messages 

from v a r i o u s  p laces .  The r e o p l e  of Travancore  dec ided  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  an i m o r t a l  s t a t u e  of t h e  M a h a r a j a  o f  Travancore  

who i s s u e d  t h j s  eopch making p r o c l a ~ a t i o n  at a p u b l i c  meet ing 

h e l d  a t  Traivandrum on December 10. 1936. 23 F o r  t h l s  purpose  

t h e  Temple Ent ry  proclmat ion Memorial c a m m l t t e e  w a s  formed 

under  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s h i p  o f  changanacher r i  K. Parameswaran P i l l a i .  

The committee commissioned Mr.Devi p ra sad  Roy Chodhary, 

t h e  w e l l  known s c u l p t u o r  to  make a bronze s t a t u e  of H i s  Highness 

t h e  Maharaja o f  Travancore.  The Government gave s a c n t i o n  f a r  

e r e c t i n q  t h e  s t a t u e  i n  t h e  ' I r o n  V i l l a  Grounds' w i t h i n  t h e  

F o r t ,  o p p o s i t e  t o  H i s  Hjghness a n c e s t r a l  Home and i n  c l o s e  

p rox imi ty  t o  t h e  temple  of Sri.Padmanabha. 24 The Maharaja o f  

Bikaner  l a i d  t h e  founda t ion  s t o n e  of t h e  s t a t u e  o f  J a n u a r y  26 

1939. 25 But t h e  u n v e i l i n g  of t h e  statlle had t o  w a i t  f o r  abou t  

23. Temple Entxy P r o c l a m e t i m  memcrial souvenior  (Government 
P r e s s ,  Trivandrum, 1 9 2 d )  P.7.  

24. ib id . ,  P . 7 .  -- 

25. i b id .  - 



18 months a f t e r  t h -  foundati-13 s t o n e  of t h e  p e d e s t a l  was laid. 

The Maharaja of Dholpur performed t h e  ceremony o f  u n e v i l i n g  

of t h e  s t a t u e  on Jul~y 20, 1940. 26 " I r o n  V i l l a  Grounds" have 

been msde i n t o  an a t t r a c t i v e  park  by t h e  committee. I n s c r i p t i o n s  

o f  t h e  Temple Ent ry  proc lamat ion  i n  S a n s k r i t ,  Engl lsh ,  Malayalam 

and Tamil languages have been engrsved on b r a s s  p l a t e s  

( 4 f t  x 4 f t )  i n s t a l l e d  on s u i t a b l e  c o n c r e t e  mounts i n  t h e  f o u r  

c o r n e r s  of  t h e  park. 

T h l s  s t a t u e  cf t he  Maharaja of  Travancore is an impor t an t  

mark of t h e  immor ta l i ty  o f  temp's Ent ry    roc lama ti on. 

Maharaja Rana o f  Dhnlpur s a y s  that "And t h i s ,  I t h i n k  i s  t h e  

v e r y  e s sence  of H i s  Highness ' g r e a t  c h a r i t y  t o  t h e  s o u l s  o f  

h i s  people ,  which pervades  through t h e a t  crocl m a t i o n " .  27 Thus 

t h e  temple e n t r y  procl.amatjon became a Monument o f  v i c t o r y  and 

bame o f  t h e  Travancore Maharaja S r i . C h i t h i r a  Th i runa l  Balarama 

Varma. 

26. i b i d .  - 
27. i b i d . ,  'H.H. The Maharaja Rana o f  Dholpur 's  Speech' ,  P.60. - 



IMPORTANCE OF THY PROCLIfiF-IATION 

The temple entry proclamation of Travancore is of Himalayan 

importance i n  India. For the removal of untouchability i n  

Kerala, temple entry freedom t o  a l l  Hindus was essent ial  a t  

tha t  time. Without temple entry freedom it was impossible to  

t u r n  the whole at tent ion of soeiety towards the national 

independence of India, The Services of a l l  sections of people 

with equal terms was necessary f o r  makivg the foreing ru lers  

qu i t  from India. The Travancore s t a t e  i n  Kerala has thus 

contributed its par t  60r the national awakening through the 

temple entry proclamation. Thf s proclamation wiped ou t  the 

age long curse of hntouchability on Hindu culture and protected 

the sanc t i ty  of Hindu culture. I n  i t s  conclusion, the report  

of the Temple E n t r y  proclamation Memorial Committee say8 t h a t  

nThe memorjal t ha t  has been erectea w i l l  help generations y e t  

unborn t o  remember with feelings of love, veneration and 

grati tude the momentous s t ep  taken by our pa t r io t i c ,  far-seeing 

and gracious sovereign, and people w i l l  recognise more and 

more c lear ly  t ha t  no event has given a greater  impetus t o  the 

advent of a new esa than the Temple Entry Proclamation. 

With one hold stroke & t h e  Pen H i s  Highness has lmancipated 

the  Harijans and redeemed Hinduism t o  the l a s t ing  glory of 

t h i s  ancient s t a t e  and i t s  i l l u s t r i ous  Royal House. n 28 



Maharani Parvat i  Bai and Djvan Sir.C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar 

a l s o  co-operated with t h e  Magaraja f o r  i s su ing  such a 

proclamation. The a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  members of t h e  Hari jan 

Sevak Sangh a l s o  co-operated with t h e  Maharaja' t o  enac t  h i s  

wishes f o r  t h e  u p l l f t  of t h e  country through the  form of Temple 

Entry Proclamation, 

This  Proclamation was the  f i r s t  of i t s  kind i n  India.  

Even though the re  Wereagi ta t ions  i n  var ious  p a r t s  of Ind i a  

f o r  temple en t ry  they f a i l e d  t o  achieve t h e i r  aim. In  such 

a context ,  t h e  proclamation has f a r  more importance and 

through i t  Travancore i n  Kerala achieved a l a rge  quan t i t y  

of popula r i ty  as  an enl ighted s t a t e .  C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar 

s t a t e s  t h a t  "It f e l l  t o  the  l o t  of H i s  Highness, n o t  as a 

r e s u l t  of ag i ta t ion ,  although some people have claimed t o  

r e s u l t  a s  due t o  ag i t a t i on ,  bu t  Suo mot0 and of h i s  own f r e e  -- 
w i l l ,  t o  have made it poss ib le  f o r  every Hindu s u b j e c t  t o  

e n t e r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  temples of t h i s  land of f a i t h  and bendein 

adorat ion before t h e  Supreme. Such an a c t  required may 

minori ty v is ion and usage amidst d i f f i c u l t i e s  and handicaps. ~ 2 9  

H e  again says t h a t  "when it i s  remembered t h a t  t h i s  decis ion 

was a pure ly  voluntary a c t  on t h e  p a r t  of soverign s o l i c i t o u s  

f o r  the  welfare of t h i s  sub jec t s  and was no t  the  r e s u l t  of 

29. i x d ,  'Welcome speech by C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar ' ,  OpcitP.44. 



any irranediate pressure,  t h e  grea tness  of t he  achievement becomes 

even more apparent. This ac t ion  breaked p y a k e g  t h e  calamity 

I/* 
of  Hindu r e l i g ion  and hlped t o  s t reng thne  t h e  Hindus. The 

Travancore c e n s u s  of 1941 r epo r t s  t h a t  "Unapproachability 

and untouchabi l i ty  which had d r iven  many a Hindu t o  leave  h i s  

f o l d  t o  seek so lace  i n  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  were removed by t h i s  

proclamation. " 31 

The proclamation caused t o  t h e  reduct ion i n  t h e  number of 

converts  t o  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  and encouraged t h e  converts  t o  

come back t o  the  Hindu fold.  So Mulloor Govinda P i l l a i  boldly  

s t a t e s  t h a t  "For t h i s  one a c t  of supreme statesmanship t he  

names of H i s  Highness t h e  Ma'3araja and H e r  Highness t h e  

Maharani w i l l  go down t o  p o s t e r i t y  a s  t h e  saviours  of Hinduism 

and w i l l  be remembered with impreishable g r a t i t u d e  and ever  

grwwing venerat ion by genera t ions  y e t  un-born and h i s t o r y  w i l l  

record Slr.C.P.Rarnaswami Aiyar a s  t he  g r e a t e s t  Divan of 

Travancore" 32 So temple Entry Proclamation i n  Travancore, has 

high v a l i d i t y  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Ind ia ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Kerala. 

30. ib id ,  ' In t roduc t icn '  by C.P.Ramaswami Aiyar, Op.cit, 
Em. 

31. .C.ens~is R e ~ o r t  of Travancore , 1941,Vol.XXV. Pt.1 by A. 
N~rayan  Thampi, (Government Press ,  Trivandrum, 1942) 
P.126. 



TEMPLE ENTRY FREEDON I N  BRITTSH MALRBAR. 

The Travancore  Temple E n t r y  Proc lamat ion  could  n o t  make 

any s e r i o u s  e f f e c t s  B r t t i s h  Malabar. The a t t i t u d e  of t h e  

Zamorin was n o t  f a v o u r a b l e  t o  temple e n t r y  i n  Malabar. The 

Zamorin had no wishes  t o  change t h e  e x i s t i n g  customs and 

usages  i n  temples. F o r  t h i s  reason,  when h e a r i n g  t h e  news 

o f  t h e  Travancore Temple E n t r y  proc lamat ion  from t h e  

'Mathrubhumi' news r e p o r t e r  he  said t h a t  t h e  Travancore  

Maharaja had freedom t o  g i v e  temple e n t r y  r i g h t  t o  h i s  s u b j e c t s ;  

b u t  t h e  Zamorin w a s  o n l y  a trustee o f  t h e  temples  which w e r e  

under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  Hindu R e l i g i o n s  Endowment Board: and 

t h e  40 th  Sec t ion  o f  t h e  Hindu R e l i g i o u s  Endowment A c t  which 

had been p r e s s i n g  t h e  t r u s t e e s  t o  a c t  w i t h o u t  any d e f a u l t  i n  

t h e  a n c i e n t  usages  and nroceedings  o f  temples*. 33 H e  blamed 

t h e  40 th  S e c t i o n  of t h e  Hindu R e l i g i o n s  A c t  and told t h a t  its 

amendment would be h e l p f u l  t o  act him as f r e e .  34 1t w a s  a 

33. The Mathrubhumi Daily, 1 4 ,  204, November 15, 1936 P.7, 

34. Madras Hindu R e l i g i o u s  Endowment A c t ,  1926, F o r t  St.George 
a z e t t e ,  No.10, overnLmtnt'ress, Madras) 

1 2 9  I t  ~ : ; ~ ~ i b ~ ~  t h e  s e c t i o n  4 0 ( i ) o f  t h e  A c t  
that "The t r u s t e e  of e v e r y  r e l i g i o u s  endowment is bound 
t o  a d m i n i s t e r  i t s  a f f a i r s  and t o  app ly  t h e  funds  and 
p r o p e r t i e s  o f  such  endowment i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  terms 
o f  t h e  t r u s t ,  t h e  usage  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a n d a l l  l awfu l  
d i r e c t i o n s  v h i c h  a competent a u t h o r i t y  may i s s u e  i n  
r e s p e c t  t h e r e o f ,  and a s  c a r e f u l l y  a s  a man o f  o r d i n a r y  
prudence would d e a l  w i t h  such  a f f a i r s ,  Funds o r  p r o p e r t i e s  
i f  t h e y  were h i s  own. 
( 2 )  A t r u s t e e  s h a l l  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  be 
e n t i t l e d  t o  e x e r c i s e  e l l  powers i n c i d e n t  t o  t h e  p r o v i d e n t  and 
b e n e f i c i a l  management of  t h e  r e l i g i o n s  endowment and t o  do  
a l l  t h i n g s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  due performance o f  t h e  d u k f e 5 -  
imoosed on him. 



a misinformation qlven by the Zamorinbecause he was not  ignorant 

about the other provisions of the religious ac t  which he referred 

t o  the Mathrubhumi reporter. 

The Malabar Temple Entry B i l l  

The Malabar Temple E n t r y  had been taken by the Madras 

Government a t  t h i s  time. I t  was because of the Congress 

Ministry was then i n  power a t  Madras under the premiership 

of C.Rajagopalachar1. The Madras Government decided t o  Introduce 

the Malabar Temple Entry B i l l  i n  the Assembly. The rules  under 

the Malabar Temple Entry Act was t h a t  "The Malabar Temple Entry 
rC 

B i l l  waspublished i n  the Fort  St.Gebrge Gaaettee on the  30th 

August 1938. I t  was proposed t o  introduce the B i l l  a t  the 

next meeting of the l eg i s l a t ive  when the B i l l  is  pwed and 

asserted t o  by H i s  Excellency The Governor, it w i l l  become 
7 

l a c  on the publication of h i s  assent. 

2. Under clause 10 of the B i l l  theprovincial Government may 

make rules  for  the purposes of carrying i n t o  e f f ec t  the provisions 

of the Act. A s  the Act cannot be worked unt i l  the rules  are  

issued it i s  necessary t ha t  the question of framing the rules  

should be taken-up well i n  adrance so t h a t  they may be ready 

f o r  issue as soon as the B i l l  becomes law. 



3, The P r e s l d e n t ,  Hindu R e l i q i o u s  Ednwoment Board is t h e r e f o r e  

r eques t ed  t o  submi t  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e  f o r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  iQf 

5olernment' nedessary  d r a f t  ru l ed  under  c l a u s e  1 0 ' o f  t h e  BI-M. 
"35 

A conference  w a s  h e l d  under  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  Malabar Temple 

E n t r y  Cormi t tee  on October 16, 1938, t o  t a k e  d e c i s i o n  i n  

r e g a r d  t o  t h e  changes i n  t h e  B i l l .  36 The committee unan ious ly  

pas sed  t h e  changes i n  t h e  B i l l .  The Malabar Temple E n t r y  C o r n i t t e e  

appoin ted  a propaganda Committee f o r  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  f avour  

from t h e  peop le  of Malabar t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  of Malabar to the 

l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  Temple E n t r y  A c t .  37 Soon t h e  Malabar Temple 

E n t r y  Conunittee s t a r t e d  t h e  propaganda work. 

On December 1, 1938, Prime M i n i s t e r  C.Rajagopa1achari 

i n t roduced  t h e  Malabar Temple E n t r y  B i l l  i n  t h e  A s s e m b l f F ,  38 

35. Memorandum No. 38396-IF d a t e d  1 4 t h  September, 1938, 
Educat ion and P u b l i c  Hea l th  Department, Government 
of Madras, (Hindu R e l i g i o u s  Endowment Board's  O f f i c e ,  
Kozhikode). 

36. Mathrubhumi Daily Ed.K.A. Damodara Menon, 16, 174 
bctober 18, 1938. P.3. 

37. i b i d ,  - 16, 190, November 8,1938, P.3. - A t  t h e  Conference 
he ld  on November 6, a t  Kozhikode under  t h e  P r e s i d e n t s h i p  
o f  K.Kelappan dec ided  to  a p p o i n t  K.Kelappan, Ambalakutta 
Karunakara Menon, Changanassery Parameswaran P i l l a i ,  
C.K.Govindan Nair, A . K . R m  Vama Raja, Pavakkal  Viswanatha 
Menon as propaganda c o r n i t t e e  m e m b e r s .  

38. i b i d ,  16, 209, December 3, 1938, P.5. 
7 



On December, 2 the Madras Asqembly passed the Malabar Temple 

Entry B i l l  and a lso  the resolution of Prime ~ i n i s t e r  t o  send 

the b i l l  t o  a se lec t  committee and the b i l l  was returnes t o  

the Assembly on December, 5, afOer the decision ofse lec t  

Cormi t tee .  39 The committee met on the 3rd and 4th December 

1938, considered the,provisions and representations of the  

B i l l  f o r  a careful scrutiny and made several changes i n  the 

B i l l  as a r esu l t  of t h e i r  Scrutiny. 40 The s e l ec t  Committee's 

opinion was t ha t  the changes rrade i n  the B i l l  a re  not such 

as t o  require re-publication of the B i l l .  The Madras Assembly 

received thereport of Select  Committee on December 5, 1938, on 

the resolution of Prime Minister and on December 13, 1938, 

the Malabar temple Entry B i l l  was passed i n  the Assembly 

and also passed i n  the Madras Council with the resolution of 

Prime Minister t o  pass the B i l l  as law. 41 Thus the Malabar 

Temple Entry Bill wag'finally passed as a law by the legislature.  

The Malabar Temple Entry committee held an emergency meeting 

40. Select  Committees Report, T e E n t r v  ~ b l e s ,  
1 s  (Hindu Religious End-s Office, Kozhikode) 
P.3. 

41. The Mathrubhumi Daily, December 15, 1938, P.5. 



& Kozhikode on December 22 ,  1938 f o r  takl.ng d e c i s i o n  i n  regard  

to  temple e n t r y  propaganda f o r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  thebpin ion  among 

people ,  i n  a l l  t h e  t a l u k s  o f  B r i t i s h  Malabar. 
42 

A copy of t h e  Malabar Temple E n t r y  B i l l  w a s  forwarded to 

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  Hindu R e l i g i o u s  EdnwomentBonrd and h e  w a s  

r e q u i r e d  to  forward a d r a f + f  r e v i s e d  r u l e s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to 

t h e  B i l l  n o t  later than  1 8 t h  December 1938. 43 H e  w a s  also 

r e q u i r e d  t o  fo l low t h e  rules f o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  Madras  

L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e i n  r ega rd  t o  t h e  B i l l .  

H e  submi t t ed  it  i n  due t l m e .  

The Malabar Temple E n t r y  B i l l  g o t  t h e  a s s e n t  of t h e  

Governor of  Madras on Janua ry  18, 1939 and t h i s  B i l l  became an 

A c t  a f t e r  i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n  on t h e  G a z e t t e e  on February  7, 1939. 44 

The n e x t  s t e p  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  B i l l  w a s  to  t a k e  referendum. 

The Malabar Temple E n t r y  Bonanittee had s e r i o u s l y  taken t h i s  

43. Memorandum No.38396-3P d a t e d  1 4 t h  December 1938 
s p e c i a l  Educat ion and P u b l i c  H e a l t h  Dept. (Hindu R e l i g i o u s  
Ednowments Board 's  O f f i c e ,  Kozhikode). 

43. i b i d ,  16, 225, December 23, 1938, P.3. 
& 

44. Appendix No.5 Malabar Temple E n t r y  A c t .  



referendum matter and had done , ~ o r k  i n  regard t o  it. They 

had organised temple en t ry  marches and meetings e t  various 

places f o r  the success of referendum i n  regard t o  the temple 

en t ry  B i l l .  

1 The Madras Governmentplso made the  'Malabar Temple E n t r y  

Rules of 1939' f o r  the  proper l e g i s l a t i o n  of Malabar Temple 

Entry A c t .  45 These ru l e s  contained the provisions dn regard 

t o  the  submiss ion  of appeals i n  requisition o r  objection of 

temple en t ry  referendum, procedure of voters  etc., taking of 

votes was i n  the form of open b a l l t o  system. 46 Section 4 2  of 

theRules S ta t e s  t h a t  i f  any question a r i s e s  as  t o  the  in te rpre ta t ion  

of these rules ,  t h a t  question s h a l l  be informed f o r  the  

decision of the Government and t h e i r  decision s h a l l  be f i n a l  

i n  t h i s  case. 
47 

45. The Appendix of G.O.No.419, P.H. Dated 4th February, 
1939, (Hindu Religious Endarment Board's O f  f i ce ,  Kozhikode) . 

46. ib id ,  P . 3 .  Section 15, ( 2 )  of the  Malabar Templ'e Entry ru les  
r x s  thus! "The Bal lo t  boxes s h a l l  d isplay d i s t i n c t i v e  
colours, deep yellow being assigned t o  the  b a l l o t  box o r  
boxes f o r  the r ece ip t  of votes i n  %avour of throwing 
open the temple. : Outside the -po l l ing  s t a t i 6 n  -stial% W c s  
provided a bojoard on which is digplayed' ih bold ana I* 
c l e a r  p r i n t  i n  the  language of the  revenue tallik t h  e 
s ignif icance of the colour assigned t o  each box." 



Conservatives And Temple Entry B i l l  

On hearing the news of the introduction of the Malabar 

Temple Entry B i l l  i n  t he  Assembly, thezamorjn Raja s e n t  a 

Memorandum about the B i l l .  t o  the  au thor i t i es .  Zamorin i n  the 

memorandum a-fgqed t h a t  no one should have author i ty  to  claim 

en t ry  i n t o  the  temples which a re  being p r iva t e  property. 48 

This argument of the  Zamorin reveals  t h a t  h i s  d e s i r e  was t o  

preserve the temples a s  pr iva te  property undpr h i s  supreme 

power. The sana tan is t s  o r  the most conservative-minded persons 

formed an organisat ion known as  the 'Malabar 'Pefiple Secur i ty  

Committeee f o r  opposing the Malabar Temple Entry B i l l .  

A s  a r e s u l t  on November 28, 1938, a deputation of the  Malabar 

Temple secur i ty  committee consulted prime Minister C.Rajagopalachari 

and submitted a memorandum t o  him f o r  preventing the  B i l l .  49 

The Prime M i n i s t e r  1 -  rep l ied  them t h a t i t  was not  possibly a 

pa rac t i ca l  matter t o  postpone the B i l l ,  when they entreated 

him a t  l e a s t  t o  postpone thn B i l l  temporarily. Thig was the  

a t t i t u d e  of the Zamorin Raja and the  conservatives Id case of 

Temple Entry B i l l .  

48. The Mathrubbumi Daily 16, 198, November 19, 1938 
Ed.K.A. Damodara Menon (~ozh ikode )  P.5. 

19. i a d ,  16, 205, November 29, 1938, P.6. 



The S a n a t a n i s t s  o r  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  mf temple e n t r y  ques t ion ,  

a t t empted  t o  oppose t h e  temple  e n t r y  t o  untouchables .  The a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  t h e  Zamorin Ra ja  proves  t h a t  he  was a g a i n s t  t h e  temple e n t r y  

o f  untouchables .  F o r  example, one impor t an t  conference  o f  t h e  

s a n a t a n i s t s  was he ld  a t  pa l agha t  on February  24, 25 and 26th 

under  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s h i p  of t h e  then  zamorin Raja. The f u n c t i o n  

w a s  i n t roduced  by t h e  Ra ja  Vasudeva Ra ja  o f  Kollenkode. The 

zamorin had l e f t  t h e  conference  h a l l  o n l y  a f t e r  a p p o i n t i n g  h i s  

nephew as p r e s i d e n t  and a u t h o r i s e d  S r i  . P a l i a t h  Achan, h i s  

S e c r e t a r y  to  read Zamorin's p r e s i d i n g  speech.  The Zamorin w a s  

v e r y  anxious  about  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  temples.  H e  observed t h a t  

t h e  temples  a r e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  and s o  it would be u s e f e s s  to 

a l l ,  i f  t h e  temples would b e  thrown open s o  a s  t o  t h e  B i l l  and 

h e  concluded h i s  speech  t h a t  law cou ld  be  r epga led  o n l y  through 

a n o t h e r  l a w  and r eques t ed  a l l  k i n g s  and nobles f o r  a c h i e v i n g  

a stable judgement i n  t h i s  matter i f  it was r e q u i r e d  t o  go up 

t o  t h e  p r i v y  Council .  I n  t h i s  speech t h e  Zamor4n a l s o  condemned 

t h e  p r a c t i c e  cf temple e n t r y  i n  Travancore  through t h e  ~ e m ~ i e  

E n t r y  Proclamat ion,  and p r a i s e d  t h e  Maharaja of  Cochin a s  t h e  

de fende r  of  Dharma. Mr.Kelappan g o t  an  i n v i t a t i o n  le t te r  t o  

t h i s  conference  b u t  he  w a s  a b s e n t  because  he  t hough t  t h a t  it 

was a s i n 1 - t o  a t t e n d  such a conference.  5 2  The o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  

50. i b i d ,  16, 281,P.3. - 
51. i b i d . ,  - 
52. i b i d ,  16, 286, March 5, 1939, P.3. - 



t h e  Zamorin about  some Travancore temples  t h a t  t h e  Savarna  

Hindus abandoned t h e  worship  i n  temples  consequent  on temple 

e n t r y  was r e j e c t e d  by t h e  Travancore Devaswom C o m i s s i o n e r  

C.N. S r e e  Ranganatha S a s t r i .  He ,  i n  h i s  r e j o i n d e r ,  stated 

t h a t  t h e  Travancore Temple became more a t t r a c t i v e  t o  people  

than e v e r  be f~re .  53 I t  i s  clear from theabovesa id  d i s c u s s i o n s  

t h a t  t h e  Zamorin and c o n s e r v a t i v e s  were s e r i o u s l y  a t tempted  t o  

p r e v e n t  t h e  t e m ~ l e  e n t r y  of l o w  c a s t e  Hindus. 

THE MADRAS TEMPLE ENTRY AUTHORISATION Ah?D INDEMNITY P.CT O F  1939 ~ _ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ~ ~ _ _ _ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ - ~ - ~ ~ - ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ _ _ _ ~ _ ~ ~ _ _ ~ _ ~ ~ ~ ~ -  

On ~ u l y  17, 1939, t h e  Governor o f  Madras made an ord inance  

known a s  t h e  Madras Temple E n t r y  Indemnity  ord inance  o f  1939. 54 

I n  t h e  wake o f  referendum i n  r ega rd  t o  Temple En t ry  B i l l ,  t h e  

H a r i j a n s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  S r e e  Meenakshi temple a t  Madura i n  

M a d r a s  o n  J u l y  R ,  1939. 55 T h i s  a c t  from t h e  s i d e  of t h e  

t r u s t e e s  o f  Madura Meenakshi temple, c r e a t e d  some r e s i s t a n c e  

from a s e c t i o n  among t h e  p u b l i c  peop le  i n  Madras and t h e r e  was 

p o s s i b i l i t y  of l e g a l  a c t i o n ,  towards t h e  t r u s t e e s  wh& caused 

t h i s  Entry.  So t h e  Madras Government p repa red  a b i l l  t o  

53. i b i d ,  16, 2 9 0  March 10 ,  1939, P.4. 

54. i b i d ,  17, 87, J u l y  11, 1939, P.4. 



preserve  such kind of t r u s t e e s ,  known a s  t h e  Temple E n t r y  

indemnity A c t  of 1939 immediately a f t e r  t h e  Hari jan temple 

ent.ry a t  Madura. 56 The Madras l e g i s l a t u r e  was n o t  i n  s e s s ion  

a t  t h i s  t i m e .  So t he  Governor of Madras i ssued an ordinance. 

on J u l y  17, 1939 known a s  t he  Madras Temple Entry Indemnity 

ordinance, 1939 when the  mat ter  was presented before  him. 57 

I n  h i s  p e ~ c h ,  on J u l y  21, a t  t h e  meeting held a t  Congress 

House i n  Madras, C.Raj agopalachari  s t a t e d  t h a t  it was t he  

s t r e n g t h  of conqress Minis t ry  which was revealed through t h e  

ordinance. 58 On August 31 t he  Prime M i n i s t e r  presented  t h e  

B i l l  i n  t h e  Madras legislative assembly and t o ld  t h a t  t h i s  

b i l l  was brought t o  t h e  assembly f o r  performing thepromise 

of Hindus, who have taken it through s igning t he  poona p a c t  

( f o r  socio-re l ig ious  feform of Hindus) on September 24, 1932. 
59 

The Temple Entry Indemnity b i l l  was passed by t h e  assembly on 

August 4. 60 The B i l l  passed i n  t h e  assembly and council  go t  

t h e  a s s e n t  of the  Governor on September 4, 1939. Thus a p a r t  

of t h e  Malabar Temple Entry p rograme succeeded and t h e  ~ i l i  

came i n t o  prominence a s  an act .  This  a c t  r e su l t ed  i n  t h e  

opening of only a few temples i n  Madras and a few i n  Malabar 

56. i b id ,  17, 103, J u l y  18, 1939, P.5. - 
57. i b i d  17, 108, J u l y  23,  1939, P.7. A 

58. i b i d ,  17, 118, August 4, 1939, P.6. - 
59. i b id ,  P.6. - 
60. Appendix No.16. The Madras Temple Entry Author isa t ion  

and Indemnity A c t ,  1939. 



The fol lowing reference  c i t e d  from the  F o r t  St.George Gazet te  

s t a t e s  t h a t  "where a s  i n  t h e  opinion of t he  t r u s t e e s  of t h e  

Sri.Krishna Swami and Sri.Kadakkavu temples a t  Kothakurusi 

i n  t h e  Malabar  D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  worshippers of the  temples a r e  

genera l ly  no t  opposed t o  t h e  removal of the  d i s a b i l i t y  

imposed by custom o r  usage on c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  of Hindus i n  

regard t o  en t ry  i n t o  end o f f e r  worship i n  t h e  templest 

And where as t h e  sadd t r u s t e e s  accordingly purpose to  

throw open t h e  temples t o  t h e  s a i d  c l a s s e s  of Hindus, with 

t h e  approval of t h e  p rov inc ia l  Government, under s ec t i on  3 

of t h e  Madras, Temple Entry Authorisat ion and Indemnity A c t ,  

1939 ( ~ a d r a s  A c t  X X I I  of 1939). 

Now, therefore ,  H i s  Excellencey t h e  Governor o f  Madras, 

i n  pursuance of s ec t i on  3 aforesa id ,  hereby accords h i s  approval 

to t h e  proposal of t he  s a i d  t r u s t e e s ,  namely, to throw open 

t h e  temples t o  t he  s a i d  c l a s s e s  of Hindus". 61 

61. G.O.M.S. No.186, E & R.E., Apr i l  11, 1947: The - 
F o r t  St .  Georqe Gazette,  No.16, dated ~ ~ r i l T ,  1947 , 
P.105. 



THE MADRAS HINDU TEMPLE ENTRY DISAE3ILITIES REMOVAL ACT. 

'A bill to remove the disabilitieo of certain classes 

of Hindus in regard to entry into temples in the district of 

Malabar, was introduced in the Madras legislature by M.C.Raja 

on August 1938. 62 This bill became an act, by which the 

Harijans or low caste Hindus got the same rights of citizenship 

as the other Hindus. 63 Both acts the Temple Entry Authorisation 

and Indemnity act and Religious Disabilities Removal Act would 

be helpful to remove the disabilities of untouchables in 

Malabar to some extent, but these two acts could not have 

fulfilled the temple entry problem with all its aspects. 

Some instances like the rrohibition of Harijan procession on 

the Kizhoor Road near a family temple, in Payyoli shows that 

the Temple Entry Disabilities Removal Act was not through success 

for the removal of temple entry disabilities. 64 

62. Mathrubhumi Daily 17,5, March 25, 1939, P.8. 

63. Appendix No.7, The Madras Hindu Temple Entry Disabilities 
Removal Act. 

64. Mathrubhumi, 17, 252, January 11, 1940, P.6. 



THE MRDRAS TEMPLE ENTRY AUTHORISATION ACT 

The Malabar Temple Entry became a t r u t h  on June 2, 1947. 

It was through this A c t  t h a t  B r i t i s h  Malabar i n  Kerala go t  

temple e n t r y  freedom. 

The Madras Temple Entry  Author isa t ion  B i l l  g o t  t h e  a s s e n t  

of t h e  Governor General on May 11, 1947. 65 But t h e  B i l l  became 

an A c t  only  on June 2, 1947. Thus temple e n t r y  freedom i n  

B r i t i s h  Malabar became a t ru th .  The purpose of t h e  temple e n t r y  

B i l l  was to au thor i se  e n t r y  i n t o  Hindu temples i n  t h e  pnbvince 

of Madras and t he  o f f e r  of worship t he r e in  by cejatain classes 

of Hindus who by custom o r  usage a r e  excluded from such en t ry  

and worship. 66 

The A c t  i n  i ts 'Statementof o b j e c t s  and reasons'  says t h a t ,  

"It i s  t h e  s e t t l e d  po l i cy  of Government t o  remove t h e  d i s a b i l i t i e s  

imposed by custom and usage on c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  of Hindus i n  

r e spec t  of en t ry  i n t o  Hindu temples which a r e  open t o  t h e  genera l  

Hindu pub l ic  and t h e  o f f e r i n g  of worship there in .  The Madras 

Temple Entry Authorisat ion and Indemnity A d ,  1939 (Madras A c t  

XXII of 19391, conta ins  a provis ions  which enables trustees 

65. For t -S t .  George Gazet t ,  P t ,  IV-9, ~ o . 6 ( 1 )  da ted  Juna 10, 
1947, A c t  No. V of 1947. (Malayalam) - The d a t e  is 
ava i l ab l e  i n  t h i s  document. 

66. Appendix No.8 - Madras Temple Entry Author isa t ion  A c t ,  1947. 



o r  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  charge of temples, with t he  approval 

o f  Government, t o  throw them open t o  t h e  excluded c l a s s e s  of 

t h e  Hindu Community; whenever they a r e  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  

genera l  Hindu Publ lc  is n o t  opposed t o  t h a t  s tep.  Under t h i s  

provis ion ,  a number of temples have been thrown open i n  r ecen t  

months t o  t he  excluded c l a s s e s  amid scenee of general  enthusiasm 

and s a t i s f ac t i on .  The e x i s t i n g  provis ion  is however inadequate, 

a s  t h e  Government cannot t ake  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  b u t  have t o  wa i t  

u n t i l  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  charge of a temple 

t ake  t he  f i r s t  s t e p  and apply t o  Government f o r  approval. 

Government a r e  thus  he lp l e s s  wherever a t r u s t e e  takes  up a 

r e c a l c i t r a n t  a t t i t u d e  and re fuses  t o  obey t h e  people 's  w i l l .  

hovernment a r e  f u l l y  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  Hindu pub l ic  opinion 

demands t h i s  reform and t h a t  t h e  t i m e  has ar r ived f o r  throwing 

open a l l  Hindu temples i n  t h e  province t o  t he  excluded c lasses .  

The B i l l  accordingly seeks t o  do so. 

The B i l l  makes it c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  excluded c l a s s e s  w i l l  

h e r e a f t e r  have a r i g h t  t o  e n t e r  any temple which i s  open t q  

t h e  Hindu pub l ic  gene ra l l y  and o f f e r  worship t he r e in  i n  t h e  

same manner and t o  t h e  same e x t e n t  a s  o t h e r  c l a s se s  of Hindus. 

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  edcluded c l a s s e s  w i l l  have the  same r i g h t  t o  

ba the  i n  sacred tanks and w e l l s  appurtenant  t o  temples and t h e  

same r i g h t  of passage over  any sacred  p l ace  ( inc luding h e l l s  o r  

h i l l o c k s  and roads, streets and pa th  ways) as o t h e r  classes of 

Hindus. The trustees o r  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  charge of a temple 



w i l l  however have power to  make regulations for  the maintenance 

of order and decorum and the due observance of r i t e s  and 

ceremonies i n  the temples, proveded only t h a t  such regulations 

do not discriminate against  the excluded classes i n  any way; 

and t o  ensure t h i s  resul t ,  the power t o  make regulations have 

been made subject t o  the control of Government and t o  any 

rules made by them. Provision has a lso  been made f o r  the 

punishmentof any one who prevents a member of the excluded 

classes from exercising the r ight  conferred by the B i l l  o r  who 

molests o r  obstructs such a member i n  the exercise of such 

right. 

The Malabar Temple Entry A c t ,  1938 ( ~ a d r a s  A c t  XX of 1938) 

and sections 3 and 4 of the Madras Temple Entry Authorisations 

and Indemnity Act, 1939 (Madras Act X X I I  of 1939) l ay  down the 

procedure t o  be followed by the t rus tees  of a temple before a - 
temple i s  thrown open t o  the excluded classes, and these provisions 

w i l l  no longer be needed. The other provisions of Act XXII-of 

1939 indemnity cer tain persons against  the consequence of t h e i r  

unauthorized entry i n t o  the S r i  Meenakshi Sundareswarar temple 

a t  Madura and other temples i n  1939 and i n  view of the lapse of 

time, these may also be safely repealed now. Both the Acts a re  

therefore repealed i n  to-to. A consequential amendment has 

also been made i n  section 40 of the Madras Hindu Religious 

Endowments Act, 1926 (Madras Act I1 of 1927) " 87 
- 

67. The Fort St-George Gazette, No.4, dated January 28, 1947 
p 



The people of B r i t i s h  Malabar had joyfu l ly  welcomed t h e  

temple e n t r y  freedom. The Malabar Temple Entry Welcome 

Committee which was formed on May 31, 1947 a t  Guruvayoor 

under t he  p res iden t sh ip  of Kiduvath Krishnan Nair, made arrangements 

f o r  c e l eb ra t i ng  t h e  temple e n t r y  freedom on June 2, 1947. 68 

On t h e  morning of t h a t  day, a pub l i c  meeting was he ld  a t  

Guruvayoor and a f9er  it, Sri.Kelappan, Sri.U.Gopalamenon and 

Sri.V.J. Raman l ed  t h e  devotees t o  t h e  temple. 69 Thus t h e  

people of B r i t i s h  Malabar began t o  use t h e  temple e n t r y  frdsdom 

by giv ing spec i a l  importance t o  i t s  in t roduc t ion  i n  G u N v ~ ~ ~  

temple. 

Through t h e  A c t  t h e  long s tanding custom of Madras S t a t e  

inc luding t h e  B r i t i s h  Malabar D i s t r i c t  have converted. On 

June 2, 1947, a l l  t h e  temples i n  Malabar w e r e  thrown open to 

a l l  Hindus. The Mathrubhumi wrote i n  i ts e d i t o r i a l  ' t h e  

Guruvayoor Sathyagraha' on June 1, 1947 t ha t ,  it had played 

an important p a r t  for t h e  removal of untouchabi l i ty  and . 
temple en t ry  ag i t a t i on ;  and had given l eadersh ip  t o  t h e  whole 

Ind i a  i n  t h i s  mat ter  which i s  p re s t i g ious  f o r  t h e  Malayalies. 70 

Thus, f i n a l l y  a f t e r  t ak ing  a long t i m e ,  t h e  temple e n t r y  s t rugg l e  

became successful .  

68. M.M., 'Mathrubhumiyum GurZlvayoor Satyagrahavurn' ( ~ a l a y a l a m )  
Golden J u b i l e e  Souvenier of Guruvayoor Satyaaraha 1982. P.53. 

70. The ~a th rubhumi ,  Daily, June 1, 1947, QuotationrGolden 
Jub i l ee  Souvenior of Guruvayoor Satyagraha, 1982. 



TEMPLE ENTRY FREEDOM I N  COCHIN .............................. 
E f f e c t s  o f  Travancore  Temple E n t r y  Proc lamat ion  i n  Cochin. 

The e f f e c t  o f  Travancore  Temple E n t r y  Proclamat ion w a s  

v e r y  s e r i o u s  i n  Cochin. Innumerable meet ings  h e l d  i n  Cochin 

nassed  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  f a v o u r  o f  temple e n t r y ,  and r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  

w e r e  made to  t h e  Maharaja of  Cochin t o  throw open t h e  S t a t e  

temple. But a l l  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  w e r e  i n  vain .  The Cochin 

Governmentalso w e r e  r e j e c t e d  permiss ion  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  

temple En t ry  B i l l  i n t h e  Assembly. 

The Travancore temple En t ry  proc lamat ion  also r e s u l t e d  

i n  some d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  Travancore  and Cochin 

temples.  The Travancore ~ o v e r n m e n t  have some r i g h t s  o v e r  

some o f  t h e  temples i n  Cochin a r e a  and t r o u b l e  a r o s e  i n  t h e  

conduc t  o f  u s u a l  temple r i tes and ceremonres i n  such temples. 

The temples  a t  Vaikom, Tr ippun i thu ra ,  Cho t t an ikka ra ,  the 

perurn thr ikovi l  temple o f  Travancore  etc; were someof t h e  examples. "71 

71. Reqor t  o f  t h e  Adminis t ra t fon  o f  theDevaswom Department i n  
The Cochin S t a t e ,  1936-37, Cochin bovernment Press, Ernakulam 
1938) P.37-states t h a t  "The arranqements made b y  o u r  
Government f o r  t h e  conduct  o f  u sua l  sandhya vela ceremony 
i n  t h e  Vaikom temple  had bo be s topped  and The age long  
conduct  of  t h e  ceremony abandoned as t h e  Avarnas suddenly 
e n t e r e d  t h e  temple,  w i t h b u t  any n o t i c 9  whatever  "Again it 
s t a t e s  t h a t  "The p a r a  and A r a t t u  p roces s ions  t h a t  used t o  
be taken o u t  through Travancore  t e r r i t o r y  i n  connec t ion  
wj th  Ulsavam, etc, of t h e  Cochin Temples such as Tr ippun i thu r ,  
Chottanik 'cara,  etc. had to  he  ahandoned due t o  t h e  a l t e r e d  
c o n d i t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  from th?  i s s u e  of t h e  proclamation.  
S i m i l a r l y  t h e  u s u a l  pa ra  p r o c e s s i o n  r e l ? t i n g  t o  t h e  
pe rumth r ikov i l  temple o f  Travancore  and A r a t t u  i n  t h e  
T r ippun i thu ra  Valiakulam had t o  be  d i s c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  
Avarnas had e n t e r e d  t h a t  temple". 



1 1 i 
The Ir injalakudh Koodamanikkam temple a l so  s some repercusssione, Y 
i n  the  proper conduct of pooja and o ther  ce$bmonies. over t h i s  

temple the Government of Travancore has a ce r t a in  control.  

Nedumilly Tharananellore Nambudiripad, who was one of the  s i x  

t a n t r i e s  of Koodal Manikkam temple and had q f f i c i a t e d  i n  the  

Sree padmanabha Clwami temple a t  Trivandrum a'nd one Kunjan Chakiar 

who performed Koothu i n  some of the Travancore temples had referred 

t o  conduct t h e i r  duties.  Both of them entered the  Koodamanikkam 

temple f o r  t h e l r  du t i e s  bu t  the vaidikas declared t h a t  t he  

temple was polluted by the entry  of these cersons. Thereason w a s  

t h a t  i n  Travancore there  was no pol lut ion prac t ice  a f t e r  the  

porclamation. The temple go t  r u r i f i e d  from the po l lu t ion  caused 

by these persons, 72 "The result of the  temple Entry proclanstion 

a l s o  s l i g h t l y  affected theperurnanam Temple, The Travancore ci t izens 

who annually copdQated the  Koothu and Koodiyattam i n  t h i s  temple 

were declared t o  be i n e l i g i b l e  t o  e n t e r  t h i s  temple. 73 "Thus 

the  Cochin s t a t e  made the  Travancoreans a s  untouchables because 

of the  temple Eptry proclamation i n  Travancore. The Cochin 

Government feared the pol lut ion arose from Travencore " I n  t he  

72. ibid.,  

73. Nilakam perumal, A Hindu Reformation ( F i r s t  pbb.April 1937, 
R.J. Reprint 1937, Goreon & co., Madras ) Ch.IX.P.67 
Ram 6r co,,  Madras. 



Cochin temple a t  Poothotta,  t he  d a i l y  pooja had t o  be suspended 

a s  t he  Avarnas entered  t he  adjoining Travancore temple which 

i s  s i t u a t e d  s o  c lo se  t o  t he  Cochin temple t h a t  t he  e n t r y  of 

Avarnas i n t o  the  one automat ica l ly  p o l l u t e s  t h e  other". 74 Thus 

t h e  Cochin Government made poss ib le  arrangements even t o  

suspend t h e  temple r i tes  f o r  preserving. t h e  'Sanc t i ty  of temples1. 

Non i n t e r e s t  of S1r.R.K. Shunmugham Chetty,  The Cochin Divan 

Towards Temple Entry Freedom. 

During t he  t i m e  of Travancore temple e n t r y  -roclamation. 

t he  aged Maharaja of Cochjn was very orthodox i n  cha rac t e r  and 

h i s  Divan Sir.R.K. Shanmugham Chetty was a l s o  i n d i f f e r e n t  i n  

temple e n t r y  mat ter  t o  low c a s t e  Hindus, eventhough he  w a s  

non-Brahmin. Because soon a f t e r  t he  Traavancore Temple Entry  

proclamation, Mr.Kelappan s e n t  an open l e t t e r  t o  Sir.R.K.Shammugham 

Chetty a s  Divan of Cochin and not  a s  h i s  c l a s s  mate. I n  bh i s  

l e t t e r  Mr.Kelappan requested t o  t he  Divan t h a t  it was t h e  

Divan's duty  t o  advise t h e  Maharaja of Cochin t o  throw open t h e  

temples i n  Cochin t o  a l l  Hindus f o r  t he  welfare of thecountry,  

because t h e  advice of t h e  Divan would be accepted t o  t h e  Maharaja 

of Cochin. 7 5 
A s  a r ep ly  t o  t he  open le t ter  of Mr.~elappan, t h e  

74, ib id ,  P.37, Opecit. - 
75. The Mathrubhumi Daily, 1 4 ,  219, December 2, 1936, P.4. 



Divan f a i l e d  t o  make any e f f o r t s  i n  regard t o  t he  temple e n t r y  

problem. 

The Cochin Dlvan S i r .  R.K.Shamugham c h e t t y  w a s  also no t  

i n  favour of temple entry.  Because he thought only about t ha  

physical  welfare of t h e  low caste Hindus by omit t ing  t h e i r  

s p i r i t u a l  welfare. A s  a non-Brahmin, he obsefved i n  h i s  ppeech 

a t  Cherayi t h a t  temple e n t r y  i s  no t  a mat ter  f o r  human progress  

and f a l l :  and t he  sources of human weleare a r e  now the  Government 

o f f i c e s  and l ega l  courts:  and advised n o t  t o  make h a s t e  i n  

temple e n t r y  matter. 76 The po l icy  of t he  Divan i s  regard to 

temple en t ry  mat ter  i n  t h e  Cochin S t a t e  as it was f e l t  t h a t  

achieving appointment i n t o  Government s e rv i ce s  was @ore important 

and urgent  than going e n t r y  i n t o  pub l i c  temples. So t h e  

non-interest  of the  Divan was a cause t o  p r o h i b i t  eochin t o  

follow the  example of Travancore. 

TEMPLE ENTRY AUTHORISATION I N  COCHIN 

The Temple Entry Authorisat ion Proclamation of Cochin ras 

i s sued  by Sree  Kerala Varama, Maharaja of Cochin i n  an e e r a c t  

ordinary  Gazette on 20th Devember 1947. But t h i s  a c t  could n o t  

come i n t o  prominence a t  t h a t  t i m e .  It came i n t o  fo r ce  only  on 

t h e  f i r s t  day of Medam 1123 (1948, A n r i l  14th  o r  15th) .  7 7 

76. i b id ,  17, 2 4 3 ,  February 29, 1940, P . 3 .  - -- 
77. Tne Cochin Government Gazet tee Extraordinary dated  

December 20, 1947 (Cochin Government Press ,  Ernakulam, 1947). 



The preamble of theproclamation c l e r a r l y  descr ibes  t h e  circumstances 

f o r  such a proclamation t h a t ,  "WHEREAS it is ou r  d e s i r e  t h a t  

t he  dhsabf i l i t ies  imposed by custom o r  usage on c e r t a i n  classes 

of Hindus aga in s t  e n t r y  i n t o  Hindu temples i n  Cochin S t a t e  

should be removed; AND WHEREAS subsequent t o  our  message dated  

t he  27th day of Dhanu 1 1 2 2  ( ~ a n u a r f i  1947) t h e  Government o f  

Madras have enancted t h e  Madras Temple Entry Author isa t ion  

A c t ,  V of 1947; AND WHEREAS under t h e  provis ions  of t h e  s a i d  

A c t  most of t he  temples i n  t h e  adjoin ing D i s t r i c t  of Malabar 

and i n  t h e  rest of t h e  ppovince of Madras have been thrown 

open t o  a l l  c l a s se s  of Hindus: AND .dHERFAS such of ou r  Hindu 

sub j ec t s  who a r e  labouring under t h e  d i d a b i l i t y  are showing 

s ings  of impatience: AND VJHERAS WE a r e  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  

has now a r r i ved  t o  adopted t h e  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  of t he  Hindus 

i n  t h i s  r espec t  t o  t h e  needs of changing timest... "78 But t h i s  

proclamation could n o t  have given f u l l  temple en t ry  freedom t o  

t h e  people of Cochin. 79 The Government a l s o  published a l ist  

of temples which came under the  au thor i sa t ion  of t e m p l ~ s  open 

t o  a l l  Hindus through an advertisement on Apr i l  10, 1948. 80 

~ -- - 

88. ib id ,  P.1. - 
79. Appexndix No.9-The Temple Entry Authorisat ion Proclamation 

of Cochin. 

80. The Cochin Government Gazet te ,  Val-LXXII, No.29, (Malayalam), 
d a t e  p r  -0.7. 



I n  t h i s  l l  s t ,  t h e r r  were 173 In r7 rno ra tpd  Devaswom temples  w i t h  

s e m e  o f  i t s  Kizhedams (Sub-temples),  38 un inco rpo ra t ed  Devaswom 

temple w i t h  someof j t s  Kizhedama and 3 temple a s  o t h e r  temples  

under t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Devaswom department.  

L i m i t a t i o n s  i n  Temple E n t r y  Freedom 

The owners of p r i v a t e  temples  were n o t  favouable  t o  t h i s  

proclamat ion.  Most of them a t tempted  t o  p r e s e r v e  them temples  

and appu t t ences  o f  temples from t h e  a u t h o r j s a t i o n  l i m i t s  of 

t h i s  A c t .  So t h e  Execut ive  Author i t>r  of t h e  Government dec ided  

t o  exempt t h e  temples such a s  t h e  Kakkat Ganapathi  temple a t  

Kunnamkulam v i l l a g e  and t h e  Temples and s h r i n e s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  

Myalpazhur Mana Compound a t  Edakkat tu  'Jayal Vi l lnge ,  through a 

n o t i f i c a t i o n  on theGazot te .  Other  such temples which were 

exempted from t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  temple E n t r y  A u t h o r i s a t i o n  

Proc l  amatj on by t h e  Execut ive  Author i  t v  were t h e  orvankara  

Vishnu temple, Thrivikramapuram temple and che ruv l l l l i  Thrikkovu 

temple a t  Thrivikramapuram Vi l l age ,  Mandothingal temple a t  

Meloor V i l l a g e ,  K a l l a t h  temple and T h a t t a k k a t  temple a t  Maradu 

V i l l a g e  i n  Cochin. 82 The Execut ive  A u t h o r i t y  also r e l e a s e d  

81. -8 i b l d  Vol. LXXXII, No.30, d a t e d  A p r i l  17, 1948, P.554. 

82. - ib13, Vol.LXXXI1, No.42, d a t e d  J u l y  17, 1948, Pt.1, P.848. 



23  temples  froin t h e  1.imit.s of ttre Temple En t ry  A u t h o r l s a t l o n  

Proclamat ion ~ j )  September 1948. 8 3  

Some o f  t i e  o tmers  o f  p r t v a t e  temples f i l e d  s u i t s  i n  t h e  i 
High Cour t  a n q ' p i s t r i c t  Cour t s  of Ccchin f o r  g r a n t i n g  permiss ion  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e i r  t e m p l ~ s  a r e  n o t  temples as d e f i n e d  i n  

t h e  l j m i t s  o f  t h e  CochJn Temple E n t r y  A u t h o r i s a t i o n  proclmat4on 

o f  1948. For  example, two o f  such temples  which f i l e d  s u i t e  t o  

t h e  Hiqh Cour t  were t h e  Thal J akonani S r e e  K r j  shnapuram temple 

e n d i t s  appurtenances  a t  Madayikonam V i l l s g e  i n  Mukundapuram 

Taluk  and Changararn Kulangare Bemple a t  Ayanthol v r k l a g e  i s  

T h r i s s J  vaperoor  t a luk .  84 O n e  o f  t h e  s u i t e  f i l e d  i n  T h r i s s i v q  

yenoor D i s t r j c t  Cour t  was about  t h e  Pananga t tukara  Kar th iayqpi  

temple,  Mangalam S i v a  Temple, Kumaram Kina t tuka ra  Bhagavathi 

templ P, Ravipura Mangal am V l  shnu templ e and i t s  p r e v i n t s  

'I a t  Thekkumkara V i l l a g e  i n  h a l a p n i l l y  t a l u k .  85 Another  of euch 

s ~ 7 i t  f i l e d  i n  t h e  Aniikaimal ( o l d  name o f  Ernakulam) D i s t r i c t  

8 3 .  i b i d  Vol,LXXXIIX, No.4, da t ed  September 25, 1948, 
FCe P.94. 

8 4 .  i b i d ,  Vol.LXXI1, No.34 (Malayalam), da t ed  May 15, 1948 
~ I I ,  P.706. 

85. i b i d ,  Vol.LXXXI1, No.45, (Malayalam), dated August 14 ,  m, Pt.111, P.365. 



Cour t  was a b o u t  t h e  pishar iyaklcal  temple a n d i t s  p r e v i n c t s  a t  

west Chalakkudi. V i l l a g e  i n  Mukundapuram Taluk. So it i s  

a  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  temple e n t r y  freedom i n  Cochjn was incomple te  

i n  a l l  i t s  aspqilcts through Temple E n t r y  A u t h o r i s a t i o n  Proclamat ion 

and I t  could n o t  have s a t j s f i ~ d  t h e  wlshes  pf low c a s t e  Hindus. 

f u l l  Temple En t ry  Freedom i n  Cochin. 

I t  was d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Sri.Ramavarma (1948-49) Maharaja 

o f  Crch in ,  Cnchln g o t  f ~ l l l  temple e n t r y  frerdom. A B i l l  waa 

in t roduced  i n  t h e  Crch in  L e g i S l a t i v e  Assembly t o  s o l v e  t h e  

l i m i t s  ~ n d  d e f e c t s  o f  Trmple Ent ry  A u t h o r l s a t i o n  Proclamat ion of 

Appi l  1948 and it was through t h i s  h i l l  t h a t  t h e  temple e n t r y  

freedom i n  Cochln became r e a l  r n e  a s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of  Keralq, 

T h i s  Qovernment B i l l  i s  known a s  t h e  Cochin Temple E n t r y  

Author j  s a t i o n  pyoclrnatj on (~mendrnent) B i l l ,  p u b l j  shed i n  t h e  

G a z e t t e  through a  n o t i t i c a t j o n  d a t e d  February  19, 1949 and t b a  

f u l l  n o t e  of  the B i l l  i s  t h e  fol lowipg:  

"'JFiER~?F.q it I s  deemed neces sa ry  t o  amered t h e  Cochin Temple 

E n t r y  A u t h o r i s a t i o n  Proclamat jon,  V of 1123, i t  is  he reby  enac ted  

a s  fo l lowsr -  

1. T h i s  A c t  may be c a l l e d  t h e  Cochin Temple En t ry  A u t h a r i s a t i o n  

prcc lemat inn  (Amendment) A c t  of  1 1 2  .(SIC); and it  s h a l l  

come i q t o  e f f e c t  a t  once. 

86. ib id ,  Vcl.LXXXII1, No.8 (Malayalam) da t ed  October  30,  1948, - 
Pt . l IT,  P.55. 



".lENDl.l?r'T OF SECTION-2 
: 
Y '! 

? 8. For  c l a u s e  ( 2 )  of S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h e  Cochin Tqnple A u t h o r i s a t i o n  . s 

p roclamat ion,  V o f  1123; hereinafter r e f e r r e d ' k o  . , as t h e  prc lamat ion ,  

t h e  fo l lowing  s h a l l  be s u b s t i t u t e d ,  namelyr- 

( 2 )  "Temple" means a p l ace ,  by whatever  name known, which i s  

d e d i c a t e d  t o ,  of f o r  t h e  B e n e f i t  o f ,  o r  used a n  o f  r i g h t  by, 

f h e  Hindu Community o r  any s e c t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  as a p l a c e  o f  P u b l l a  

r e l i g i o u s  worship, and i n c l u d e s  s u b s i d i a r y  s r i n e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

t anks  apnur t cnan t  t o  t h e  temple". 

Deketion of 3. S e c t i o n  5 and8 o f  t h e  S e c t i o n s  5 and 8 

proclamatfon s h a l l  be  d e l e t e d .  

The temple e n t r y  A u t h o r i s a t i o n  proclamat{on,  V of  1123, 

d e f i n e s  "temple" a s  a p l a c e  which i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o ,  or f o r  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f ,  o r  used a s  c f  r i g h t  by, t h e  caste-Hindu community 

$ p  genera l  a s  a p l a c e  c f  p u b l i c  re1 i g i o u s  workship. a 

d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  terms "temple1' r e s t r f c t s  t h e  scope o f  t h e  

proclamat ion by excluding t h e  temples  whlch a r e  n o t  used a s  of 

r i g h t  by t h e  Caste-Hindu Community f n  g e n e r a l  from i t s  scope. 

T t  i s  deemed neces sa ry  t o  ex tend  t h e  scope  o f  t h e  proc lamat ion  

to a l l  t r m p l ~ s  uand as  a p l a c e  c f  p u b l i c  religious worship  by 

t h e  Hindu Communltv o r  any s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Hindu comml~nity, 



S e c t i o n  8 of  t h e  pror lamat jqn  nrcwidcs t h a t  t h e  temple df 

S r e e  Poornathrayeesan s i t u a t e d  wi th in  t h e  F o r t  a r e a  o f  

T r i p p u n i t h r a  i s  n o t  and s h a l l  n o t  be ddemed t o  be a temple  

f o r  t h e  purposes of t h e  proclamat ion and by t h i s  p r o v i s i o n s  

t h e  S r e e  Poornathrayeesan temple is removed from t h e  soope 

o f  t h e  proclamation.  It is cons idered  neces sa ry  t o  remove t h i s  

exemption. Hence t h e  B i l l . "  87 T ~ i s  i s  Bebruary 19, 1 9 4 9 ,  

w l th  t h e  r i g h t o f  f u l l  temple e n t r y  freedom i n  Cochin, Kerala 

became a  land o f  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  i n  t h o  c a s e  of temp1 e worship. 

C?ONTRIBUT30F? OF TC!-lPt,K ENTRY FRTZDo'.? JN KERA1,A. 

Kera la  ~ c h i e v e d  equa l  temple e n t r y  freedom of worship  t o  

a l l  c l a s s e s  of  Hindus b e f o r e  1950. B11 t  it is a wondefful  

s t jgma t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  of e n t r y  ' n t o  t h e  S r i k o v i l  f o r  performing 

poo ja s  ( d u t i e s  t o  t h e  d e i t y )  i s  p u b l j c  temples  i s  st i l l  o n l y  i n  

t h e  hands's* Brahmin p r i e s t s .  Except Brahmins, t h e  Hindus a r e  

n o t  p r a c t i c a l l y  y e t  a1 lowed t o  do poo ja s  i n  p u b l i c  temples  

because whether t h e  t hough t  o f  p o l l u t i o n  t o  t h e  d e i t y  o r  on 

t h e  wishrs  of t h e  people  t o  s u p c o r t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  o l d  

custom of  doinq poo ia s  i n  pub1 jc temples by Brahmin p r l e s t s .  

The ignorance  about  t h e  pooia  n r i n c i p l e s  bp o t h e r  Hindus i n c l u d i n g  

Ksha t r jyas  and sud ras  was ano the r  reasnn  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  such 

a custom. 

87. - i b i d . ,  da t ed  Febr ' iary 19, 1949 ,  supplement o  Pt.1, 
Noti f i c a t j  on-Cochin Legi L l a t i v e  Assembl*, 



I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of  Brahmin monopol'y i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  temple 

poojas:  t o  e s t a b l i s h  complete e q u a l i t y  and unl  t y  among Hindus 

i n  s o c i a l  ma t t e r s ,  it was e s s e n t j a l  t o  s o l v e  t h e  problem of 

Brahmin ascendanag i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  temple poojas.  So a long 

t ime  a f t e r  t h e  temple e n t r y  freedom, a  meet ing of l e a d i n g  

men o f  Hindus h e l d  a t  t h e  premised o f  sree Mooka, b l  ka  temple 

i n  pa rou r  on Oetober  9 ,  1935, and agreed t o  make changes i n  

t h e  m a t t p r  of  temple poojas .  88 F o r  t h j s  purpose,  aga in  t h e y  

met on Auq, s t  27, 1987 a t  Paliam i n  Ch~zndamangalam f o r  t h e  

agreement of  Fa1 Can proclamat ion.  P9 The  rocl lama ti on s a y s  

t h a t ,  "Sanatanadharma (Hindu re l ig*on)  is based on Vedic  

p r i n c i p l ? ~ .  S m r i t h i s  a r e  t h e  codes of conduct  w r i t t e n  t o  

h e l p  t h e  people  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e s e  i r i n c i p l e s .  Numerocis 

Smrl t h l  s o rg ina t cd  bcca: 'se t h e r e  w e r e  e f f o r t s  t o  make t h e  

customs s u i t  t he  p l ? c e  and time. But, f o r  a long p e r i o d  t h e r e  

has  n o t  been any mod i f i ca t ion  i n  t h e  codes o f  conduct. 80, 

c a s t e  s s t e m  based on b i r t h  ~ r i g r n a t e d  and g o t  deep roo led  i n  

o u r  country .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  o r g a n i s a t j o n  of v a r i o u s  co;nmunities 

88. p.Kerala Varma Raja ,  'Samoohya P a r i s h k a r t h a v i '  Ed.K.G.Vadhiar 
Janmabhumi D a i l y  ( ~ a l  ayal  arn) 1 1 , 1 2 8 ,  d a t ~ , d  Septermber25, 1988. 
(Apodhya p r i n t e r s ,  Cochin).P.5. 



became c o r r ~ ~ p t " d .  Moreover, t h l  s t yne  of c a s t e  system developed 

t o  such  3 s t a g e  a s  t o  ques t ;on  t h e  v e r y  founda t ion  nf o u r  

s ana t ana  Dhama. Th i s  i s  a proclamat ion announced a f t e r  

d ; s cus s ions  i n  s e v e r a l  a s s e ~ b l i e s  by t h e  p a n d i t s  who have a 

30ng t r a d i t i o n  cf v a i d i k a  - t a n t r l k  dharma and s a s t r e a s .  

Now a r e  recogni se t h a t  for t h e  cont inl iance a l i f e  based 

on t h e  g r e a t  ? r i n c i p l e s  i n  Kerala b i r t h  i s  no more a v a l i d  

c r i t e r i o n  and t h a t  Brahmmihood can 5e achkeved by any person  

wi th  h i s  r!k@hteous a c t i o n  ( ~ a r m a ) .  :?e p r e c l a i n  t h a t  one who 

has  acqu i rod  Brahmnihocd t h i s  is e l i g i b l e  t o  do t h e  d u t i e s  of 

a p r i e s t  i n c l u d i n g  r i t f ! a l s  i n  temples.  Al.1. Hindus have t h e  

r i g h t  t o  t h e  s i x t e e n  r e 1  i .g io~rs  dl l t i  ps (Shodasa Karmas) . But 

t h e  e l i g i b l i t y  fo rpr iees t  hood i s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  performance u p t o  

Samavarta. We unanimortsly r e s o l v e  t h a t  t h j  s p e r f  cnnace should  

be accord ing  t o  Ashvalatana g r i h y a s u t r a  only.  

T h i s  proclamat ion made a t  t h e  2 1 s t  conference  o f  Kerala 

Kshe t ra  Samrakshna s a m i t l ,  and t h e  d e c i s i o n  a t  conferences  o f  

v e d j c  s c h o l a r s  i n  Kottayam, pa ravur  and pal iam w l l l  be v e r y  i 

important .  T h i s  con fe rence  a l s o  r e s o l v e s  t h a t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  

a l l  ~ i r d u  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w i t h  activities a l l  o v e r  Kera la  shou ld  

be drawn t o  t h i s  ma t t e r .  @190 ~ u t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  



rn 
p r o c l a m a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a s u c c e s s  i n  K e r a l a  o f  t h e  o l d  d e e p  

r o o t e d  unbroken c a s t e  s o c i e t y .  The main merit o f  t h i s  

p r o c l a m a t i o n  i s  t h a t  i t  c o r r e c t l y  shows t h e  t r u e  form o f  Hindu 

c u l t u r e .  S o  t h e  p a l i a m  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  1981 w a s  a f a r  r e a c h i n g  

r e s u l t  o f  t h o  t emple  e n t r y  freedom which  h e l p e d  tbe M a l a y a l i e s  

t o  r e v e a l  t h p  trile form cf t h e i r  c u l t u r p  w j t h i n  a p e r i o d  o f  

Q u ~ r t e r  o f  a c e n t u r y .  Thus t h e  s t r u o q l e  f o r  t emple  e n t r y  

f reedom i n  K e r a l a  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  s u c c e s s  b y  r e - e s t a b l i - s h i n g  t h e  

r e a l  e s s e n c e  of  Hind,,  c u l t u r e  i n  Kera 'a .  Such  a c u l t u r e  

was t h e  c o n t r l  b v t i o n  o f  t e m p l e  e n t r y  F r e e d o n  i n  Kerala. 




