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DEFENCE SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY LABORATORY TO RELOCATE OPERATIONS 
AWAY FROM FORT HALSTEAD  

 

The Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) has recently completed a review of 

the operations at its Fort Halstead site, located near Sevenoaks in Kent.  As a result of this 

review the decision has been made that all of Dstl’s operations will be relocated from Fort 

Halstead to its other two sites – Portsdown West (near Portsmouth) and Porton Down (near 

Salisbury). 

 

The relocation programme is expected to take about five years. By bringing together facilities 

and capabilities, the programme will result in more robust and resilient scientific support to 

national defence and security and will offer better value to the taxpayer.  

ENDS 

For more information contact the Dstl press office on 01980 658666, 07901 892660, 
press@dstl.gov.uk. 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

The Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) maximises the impact of science and 
technology (S&T) for the defence and security of the UK. 
 
It supplies sensitive and specialist S&T services for the Ministry of Defence (MOD) and wider 
government, saving lives in the UK, overseas and on the frontline. 
 
Dstl leads and undertakes those activities that it would be inappropriate to lead or carry out in the 
private sector and undertakes those activities that must be done in government to sustain 
government's ability to be an intelligent customer and build productive relationships with the wider 
science and technology community. 
 
Dstl acts as a trusted interface between MOD, wider government, the private sector, academia and 
allies to deliver battle-winning technologies. 
 
Dstl is a trading fund of the MOD and is accountable to government, to the taxpayer and the troops it 
supports in the field every day. 
 
Dstl is the largest scientific organisation within government, with around 3,500 of the nation’s most 
talented and creative scientists, technologists and engineers. www.dstl.gov.uk 


