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Debate heats up over Karoo fracking

KAREN WATKINS AND KAREN KOTZE

ew topics have raised as much
Fheat as Shell’s plans to frack for
shale gas in the Karoo. More
than anything, it has spurred the peo-
ple to become involved. Tokai resident
Marilyn Lilley, wearing an anti-frack-
ing T-shirt, holding a bottle of “poi-
soned” water and brandishing a plac-
ard, said she had been up until 4am
drafting a 20-page objection about
fracking. She was one of many sup-
porters who came to the media brief-
ing and official handover of the Trea-
sure the Karoo Action Group’s
(TKAG) formal objections to a repre-
sentative from the State President’s
office on Tuesday April 5. At the same
time, another copy of TKAG’s objec-
tions were delivered to the Petroleum
Association of SA (PASA) and to
Golder Associates, who are collating
the document.
These objections were compiled by
a team of leading international and
local specialists in a range of scien-
tific disciplines. It was handed over by
Lewis Pugh who reminded the repre-
sentative that these objections will be
taken from a tiny town in the Karoo to
London, to the world, to stop any
fracking. At amedia briefing national
co-ordinator of TKAG Jonathan Deal
and Dr Luke Havemann, a director of
the legal firm Havemann Inc, spoke
passionately about the concerns
expressed across a field ranging from
astronomy through archaeology, her-
itage, biodiversity to energy policies,

socio-economic concerns, water
resources and ornithology. He quoted
that Britain, France and Canada have
put moratoriums on fracking until the
results of the United State’s Environ-
mental Protection Agency are
released, possibly only in two or three
years time. There have been more
than 1 000 cases of contaminated wells
from fracking in the States alone.

After the hand-over, Mrs Lilley lis-
tened to Barry Wugale and Chris
Kargbo of the Ogoni Solidarity
Forum, who were there representing
the people of the Nigerian Delta. Mr
Wugale said he has seen what Shell
has done to his country and he would
not wish that on his worst enemy. He
claims the people of Nigeria are still
licking their wounds. Mr Kargbo
warned how people no longer have
clean water in his homeland because
of what Shell has done, as a result of
oil exploration. He says water-borne
diseases such as cholera have
increased.

“Nigerian people depend on water
from streams. These were once pris-
tine, but no longer. The air is also
densely polluted because of flared
gasses. People collect rain-water only
to find it covered in a layer of black
carbon dioxide. But they’re desperate
— so they drink it,” Mr Kargbo said.
Speaking to the Bulletin the day
before the hand-over, Constantia Hills
resident Ann Coltham said she had
also submitted comments to Golder
Associates. Her main concern is about
the invaluable work being done at

SALT (South African Large Tele-
scope) and the dependence of the
world on this work, which could be
jeopardised by the pollution caused by
hydraulic fracturing in the Karoo
near Sutherland. “There is no other
large telescope in the southern hemi-
sphere, so how can we compromise
this one?” she asked. Gordon Oliver of
the Cape Town Interfaith
Initiative said Shell should divert
their attention to sustainable
resources. “Instead they’re raping the
earth. It’s a desecration against
nature, a matter of greed and power
and I'll boycott Shell and all their
products,” said Mr Oliver.

He says he hopes government offi-
cials will not fall for Shell’s charm and
so-called expertise. “We have to care
for the environment for our children’s
children,” said Quaker Bridget
Nomonde. “I object to big company’s
exploiting our resources and taking
vast amounts of capital out of the
country only to leave behind pollution
that could be carcinogenic, and have
other unknown effects on developing
children.” Gill Gimberg wants to
know what will happen to the gas. At
the meeting at Kelvin Grove, the only
answer she received was that Shell
doesn’t expect the gas reserves to be
very large, therefore they (Shell) will
be generating electricity and distrib-
uting it directly Marisa du Toit, on
behalf of Toni Pietersen, referred the
Bulletin to section 5.8 of the Draft
EMP summary. This states that if gas
is found during the three year explo-
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drafting a 20-page objection about fracking.

ration period, Shell will then make a
formal application to Pasa to renew its
exploration rights and to undertake
additional activities which include,
typically, the drilling of more wells.
This would require the infrastruc-
ture necessary to connect the various
sites, to feed the gas into the existing
infrastructure. “What this really
means then is large, noisy generators
and pylons could be added to the rigs,
storage tanks, temporary accommoda-
tion, parking lots, flare stacks, and so
on,” said Mrs Gimberg.

Golder Associates will
colate all the objections
before sending a report to
Pasa by Monday April 14.
PASA will then assess the
document and make rec-
ommendations to the Min-
ister who has the final
decision on the license
application. This decision
will be made by Friday
August 5.
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Anti-fracking protest gains momentum

KAREN KOTZE AND KAREN WATKINS

for shale gas in the Karoo and southern sub-

urbs residents came out in full force to wit-
ness the handover of the Treasure the Karoo
Action Group (TKAG) objections to Parliament on
Tuesday April 5.

Barry Wugale and Chris Kargbo of the Ogoni
Solidarity Forum, based in Salt River, who repre-
sented the people of the Nigerian Delta, spoke of
the damage fracking has caused to their country, at
a media briefing after the handover.

Mr Wugale said he has seen what Shell has done
and he would not wish that on his worst enemy. He
claims the people of Nigeria are still licking their
wounds. Mr Kargbo warned how people no longer
have clean water in his homeland because of what
Shell has done, as a result of oil exploration. He
says water-borne diseases, such as cholera, have
increased.

“Nigerian people depend on water from
streams. These were once pristine, but no longer.
The air is also densely polluted because of flared
gases. People collect rain-water only to find it cov-
ered in a layer of black carbon dioxide. But they're
desperate — so they drink it,” Mr Kargbo said.

Pinelands resident Gordon Oliver of the Cape
Town Interfaith Initiative said Shell should divert
their attention to sustainable resources. “Instead
they’re raping the earth. It’s a desecration against
nature, a matter of greed and power and I'll boycott
Shell and all their products,” said Mr Oliver. He
says he hopes that government officials will not fall
for Shell's charm and so-called expertise.

“We have to care for the environment for our
children’s children,” said Quaker Bridget
Nomonde of Rondebosch. “I object to big com-
pany's exploiting our resources and taking vast
amounts of capital out of the country only to leave
behind pollution that could be carcinogenic, and
have other unknown effects on developing chil-
dren.”

Observatory resident Gill Gimberg wants to
know what will happen to the gas. At the meeting
at the public meeting at Kelvin Grove, the only

Tempers are rising about Shell’s plans to frack

answer she received was that Shell doesn't expect the
gas reserves to be very large, therefore Shell will be
generating electricity and distributing it directly.
“What this really means then is large, noisy gener-
ators and pylons could be added to the rigs, storage
tanks, temporary accommodation, parking lots,
flare stacks, and so on,” she said.

The official objections of TKAG were handed to
a representative from the President’s office, to the
Petroleum Association of SA (PASA) and to Golder
Associates who are collating the document.

The objections for TKAG were compiled by a
team of leading international and local specialists
in a range of scientific disciplines and were handed
over by Lewis Pugh who reminded the representa-
tive that these objections will be taken from a tiny
town in the Karoo to London, to the world, to stop
any fracking.

At the media briefing national co-ordinator of
TKAG Jonathan Deal and Dr Luke Havemann of
Havemann Inc, specialist energy attorneys, spoke
passionately about the concerns expressed across
fields ranging from astronomy through archeology,
heritage, biodiversity to energy policies, socio-eco-
nomic concerns, water resources and ornithology.

Dr Luke Havemann drafted the document with
the team of specialists. He holds a Masters degree in
Marine and Environmental Law from UCT and a
PhD in the Enviro-Legal Regulation of Oil and Gas
from the University of Aberdeen, Scotland.

He quoted the United Kingdom, France and

Canada putting moratoriums on frack-
ing until the results of the American
Environmental Protection Agency are
released, possibly only in two or three
years time.

There have been more than 1 000
cases of contaminated wells from frack-
ing in America alone.

Tokai resident Marilyn Lilley was
wearing an anti-fracking T-shirt and
holding a bottle of “poisoned” water
and a placard. She said she had been up
until 4am drafting a 20-page objection
about fracking. Constantia Hills resi-
dent Ann Coltham also submitted com-
ments to Golder Associates. Her main
concern is about the invaluable work
being done at the South African Large
Telescope (SALT) and the dependence
of the world on this work, which could
be jeopardised by the pollution caused
by hydraulic fracturing in the Karoo
near Sutherland.

“There is no other large telescope in
the southern hemisphere, so how can

we compromise this one?” she asked.

Marisa du Toit, on behalf of Toni
Pietersen who is Golder Associate’s
spokesperson, referred The Tatler to
Section 5.8 of the Draft EMP summary.

This states that if gas if found dur-
ing the three-year exploration period,
Shell will then make a formal applica-
tion to Petroleum Agency of South
Africa (PASA) to renew its exploration
rights and to undertake additional
activities which include, typically, the
drilling of more wells. This would
require the infrastructure necessary to
connect the various sites, to feed the
gas into the existing infrastructure.

Golder Associates will now colate
the objections before sending a report
to PASA by Monday April 14. PASA will
assess the document and make recom-
mendations to the Minister of Mineral
Resources,who has the final decision on
granting or refusing the license appli-
cation.This decision will be made by
Friday August 5.
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An Ache You Cannot Reach?

Do you have painful areas all around your body that you just are
unable to put your finger on ? They also seem to get worse !

You must try the ancient Chinese “TUI NA'massage and vacuum
cupping treatment from Golden Finger Massage Centre to rid you

FORRENTALS.
Call us now to manage
your property.
Contact Barry

batry.cts@landlords.sa.com
Tel: 021 975 9160

of these nagging pains—it even help insomnia !
GOLDEN FINGER CHINESE MASSAGE.

CALL 021 671 0609

We are in Claremont opposite ABSA on Grove Avenue.
(Just 150m from Cavendish Sq)
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Cleaning, Extractions, Fillings, Root canals
e PROSTHETIC DENTISTRY
Dentures, Crown Bridge work, Implants
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Bleaching of teeth, Veneers
e PAEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
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NOW ACCEPTED
ALL EDCON GROUP
CARDS
No need to fear, Children and

Nervous patients can now be
treated under Conscious Sedation

DISCOUNTED PENSIONER
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*ALL MEDICAL AIDS ACCEPTED 021 674 1502
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Mainland China Restaurant

7 8 M
SEA FOOD BUFFET

RB9 (hidren) R4S

Saturday Evening only Sushi/Prawns/Calamari
from 6.30 to 9pm Duck and Beef

BUFFET =230

R25 (kbs UNDER 12)
12:30 - 15:00 Sushi 50% Discount
12:30 - 15:00 Tuesday to Sunday

LUNCH SPECTAL 12:30 - 17:30
Tuesday fo Sunday 1 main course with soup only
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CHINESE RESTAURANT

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
OUR ALL TIME FAVOURITE

“SEVEN COURSE MEAL”

YOUR CHOICE OF ANY TWO OUT OF TEN MAIN DISHES TO

COMPLEMENT YOUR FRIED RICE, VEGETARIAN SPRINGROLL

AND A VELVET CORN SOUP. TOP THIS OFF WITH A BOW TIE
OR FORTUNE COOKIE AND CHINESE TEA .

ALL THIS FOR ONLYR75_00

PER PERSON FOR DINNER FROM 17:30 ONWARDS

CHOOSE YOUR MAIN COURSE FROM ANY TWO OF THE FOLLOWING:-
SWEET & SOUR PORK STEAK CHOP SUEY
SWEET & SOUR CHICKEN KUNG PO BEEF
CASHEW NUT CHICKEN SWEET & SOUR TOFU
CHICKEN CHOP SUEY VEGETARIAN CHOP SUEY
BLACK BEAN STEAK TOFU CHOP SUEY

SPECIAL UNBEATABLE OFFER !!
LUNCHTIME ONLY !!!
R59-00

PER PERSON FROM 11:30 TO 14:00 MON TO SAT.

COME AND EXPERIENCE THE TASTE OF REAL CHINA
IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF PEACE AND TRANQUILITY

Claremont

THE GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL

invites applications for

AN AFTER-CARE SUPERVISOR

(FOR AGES 6-13)

Applicants should have present experience working with children in
an aftercare or similar situation. A basic knowledge of first aid, good
organisational skills plus an energetic, adaptable attitude are all
recommendations for this half-day position.

Commencing: 1 June 2011

Salary: R3500.00 per month

Apply, in writing, with a short CV, providing contact details of 2 recent
referees to: The Principal, The Grove Primary School, Grove Avenue,

Closing date for applications: Friday 15 April 2011

No Faxes accepted

If you have not been contacted by the 30 April please
consider your application unsuccessful




