February 9, 1861 - "'Display of Flags"

The stars and stripes have been thrown to the breeze in every section of the
City. The display is equal to that made in the late Presidential campaign, and
revives reminiscences of the zeal and earnestness evinced by the workers in
that canvass.

Whatever may be the result of the difficulties which at present agitate our
country-whether we are to be united in our common destiny or whether two
Republics shall take the place of that which has stood for nearly a century, the
admired of all nations we will still bow with reverence to the sight of the stars
and stripes, and recognize it as the standard around which the sons of liberty
can rally and truthfully exclaim "Thou art the shelter of the free.”

And if the remonstrances of the people of the South-pleading and begging for
redress for years-does not in this critical moment, arouse her brethren of the
North to a sense of justice and right, and honor demands a separation, we
would still have the same claims upon the "colors of Washington, great son of
the South, and of Virginia, mother of the States." Let us not abandon the stars
and stripes under which Southern men have so often been led to victory."”

Nashville Daily Gazette, February 9, 1861.



