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Profile: 

 Thoothukudi City Municipal Corporation is a district Headquarters of Thoothukudi 

District and a port city. It is one of the fastest growing industrial cities of Tamilnadu. The 

Corporation is spread in an area of 90.663 km2 with an estimated population of 320,466 

as per 2011 Census.  It has four zones: East, West, North and South divided in to 60 

Electoral Wards. The annual total income as on 2011-2012 is Rs.44.05 crores and the 

expenditure in that financial year was booked at Rs. 52.39 crores.  

 Thoothukudi is an oldest port town established during the 16th to 19th century. 

Hence, it is not a planned town and is characterized by narrow lanes and streets. 

Majority of the population is concentrated in the northern end of the coast. Residential 

and industrial growth is maximum around Palayamkottai and Ettayapuram roads. After 

the Corporation area has been extended, gradual development is seen in the newly 

added areas also. 

 The Corporation, being a port city and dotted with many industries, has a potential 

to develop in to one of the major city in the South of Tamilnadu. Industrialization has 

paved way for urbanization and has induced social and economic advancement in this 

part of the State. To keep pace with this industrialization and urbanization, it is important 

to mobilize considerable investments, to bring in the desired improvement in the 

infrastructure within the town, particularly with regard to city connectivity, water supply, 

housing, power supply, pollution control, improving green belt etc. One cannot discount 

the fact that investments are needed to develop the social infrastructure such as health 

and education too. 

City connectivity: 

 The city boasts of a total length of 425 km of road, but most of them are narrow 

making it difficult for the bigger vehicles to ply in these roads. The roads have to be 

widened within the town to accommodate to growing traffic and should be provided 

proper parking and pedestrian pathways, wherever necessary. This will not only improve 

the flow of traffic but would also improve the influx of the tourists as the town has many 

important historical places. It is estimated that a total investment of Rs. 50 crores to 

develop these roads in a phased manner. 

 



 

Water supply: 

Tamarabarani River located 25 km away from the city is the only perennial source 

of water supply to the city dwellers. An average of 28 mld is being pumped from the river 

for providing drinking water to the Corporation and at present water is supplied once in 3 

days. It is proposed to improve and enhance the supply by 92mld in 2 years time. 

However, industrial supply is proposed to be met through treated sewerage water. There 

is a great scope for desalination of the sea water which is the need of the hour and 

would also help in supply of water during lean season. This can be realized under Public 

Private Partnership model.  

Ground water harvesting was being practiced in the past, by digging huge ponds 

and tanks. These used to be the storage structures of rain water. Many of these water 

bodies are not in use at present. It is proposed to desilt and rejuvenate these water 

bodies within the city limits so as to replenish the ground water. This will also reduce the 

salinity of the ground water. 

Drainage: 

 The city has a flat terrain and is roughly divided into two by the Buckle channel. 

Being in coastal region, the soil is mostly clay sandy and the water table varies between 

1 m to 4 m below ground level. Buckle channel is being used as the both the raqin water 

drain and also as the conduit of sewerage disposal as the Underground Drainage 

System is still not extended to all the areas of the city. Water stagnation and water 

logging during rainy season is seen in many places. Technically feasible plan based on 

the gradient is the need of the hour and is sought from various quarters. It is also 

necessary to mention that underground drainage system which is under construction is 

expected to be completed in the near future.  

Town planning: 

 Newly added areas of the Corporation are to be developed in a comprehensive 

manner by drawing a master plan for these areas and strictly enforcing town planning 

laws. Thrust is to be given to the establishment of schools, hospitals, parks, play grounds 

and community halls. Urban slums have to be transformed through construction of 

houses under low cost housing schemes and also by providing civic amenities.  

Solid Waste Management: 



 Solid waste management is one of the most permanent problems of urbanization.  

Thoothukudi Corporation generates 170 metric tons of garbage daily. It is being 

deposited in the dumping site located 10km away from the city. Presently, segregation at 

source it not being practiced and it is proposed to set up a bio-methanation plant in the 

dumping yard, which will help in power generation as well as fuel for running the vehicles 

owned by the Corporation. Composting of bio- degradable wastes is done at a smaller 

scale. 

Power generation: 

  Thoothukudi city houses several thermal Power Stations like the Thoothukudi 

Thermal Power Station run by the Government and another one under construction is 

the coal-based 1000 MW NLC TNEB Power Plant. In addition to these, there are several 

private power plants like Ind Barath Power Limited, Coastal Energen, Sterlite Captive 

power plant etc. However, the demand for power supply is on the rise and hence 

establishing more number of such plants are mooted in this region.  

 Given the geography and the climatic condition of this region, it has now attracted 

investors from various parts, for the setting up of solar power plants. As the Corporation 

is also vast open space, it is being proposed to set up a solar power plant in the 

available area of the Corporation. 

Health improvement: 

 There are about 24 slums within the city limits and the highest priority in these 

areas is the health and hygiene of the local populace. The Corporation is running 4 

Urban Primary Health Centers. It is proposed to upgrade these centers with modern 

medical equipments and to provide state-of- art medical facility to the public. 

Construction of a hospital which is to be run under the Corporation is also being 

proposed to cater to the economically backward populace of the city. 

Pollution control: 

Thoothukudi city and its surrounding areas have considerable presence of both 

small and large industries. This contributes to heavy environmental pollution leading to 

various health problems. Studies are undertaken to reduce water and air pollution by 

these industries. The Corporation on its part has decided to go in for greening of the city 

by planting 100000 trees over a period of time. This year, it is planned to plant 2500 

trees within the city limit before the onset of the monsoon.  Professional intervention is 

also sought to combat hazards due to pollution. 



This Corporation has 32 Parks, of which 18 parks are being maintained well. It is 

proposed to improve the remaining parks also by the end of this year which will not only 

improve the green cover but will also enhance the ambience of the city. 

Skill development: 

 As already mentioned, Thoothukudi is a major hub of industrial development 

throwing the floodgates of employment opportunities. However, proper training and 

specialized technical knowledge will have to be imparted to the youth of this region to 

enable them to be placed in such industries. Hence, area specific skill development and 

enhancement has to be achieved. 

Fisheries development: 

 Fishing is one of the major occupations in the city. More than 50 species of 

commercially viable fishes are available in this area. Large scale export of fishes is also 

being carried out here. Hygienic methods of drying fish is also practiced in these areas, 

however imparting proper training and supply of necessary machinery is also needed, 

which will enhance the economic status of the fishermen  in the coastal area. 

Expectations of the people of the city: 

• Improved water supply, drainage, sewage and waste disposal. 

• Beautification of the city. 

• Improve the roads and the drains. 

• Develop Thoothukudi port and emphasis on port related activities. 

• Develop logistics and warehousing potential. 

• Develop the salt industry. 

• Develop a freight corridor to connect the port. 

• Enhance power generation capacity. 

• Set up Thoothukudi Development Authority to oversee the planned and integrated 

development of the industrial and commercial areas in the Corporation. 

• Improve and promote the tourism assets in Thoothukudi. 

• Provide multi-specialty hospital. 


