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AVAB=GC

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After hction Report (MACV/:CS/J3/32)

2, Concept of Cperation:

a. At 092000H Apr 1966, 173d /ibn Bde (Sep) OPORD 5-66 was published out=
lining plans for the conduct of Operstion DENVER. Because of the short notice
on vhich the operation was initiatecd, the OPORD was concurned prirarily with
air movement of the Brigade into the Song Be area. &pecific search and destroy
missions were initiated by Frag Orders issued in the Area of Operations. Co-
ordination was effected with ARVN Forces in the area, daily lisison was main-

Lained, and joint participation of Allied Forces in specific actions was em-
phasized,

“The operation was conducted in three phases as follows:
(1) Phase I - Movement of Brigade by air to Song Be 10~13 Apr 66).
(2) Phase II - Conduct of search and destroy operations (14-21 ipr 66).
(3) Phase III- Redeployment of Brigade to Bien Hoa by air (22-25 .pr 66).

b, During the operation, Army Air Support was provided by six (6) different
units, Tactical Air Support was provided by the 2d Air Division, USAF,

¢, The Commanding Officer, TF Rear assumed responsibility for Brigade
TAOR on D-D2y. One (1) company from lst Infertry Division conducted security
operations in the Brigade TAOR throughout the period of the operation.

3. INIELLIGENCE:

8, Inemy Situation Before {:perotion: The operctionel arce was known to
contain at least one VC Provincial battalion (C-270) end one srovincial Company
(e-280), In addition, each district had approximately one company sized guer=
rilla unit, and each VC controlled hamlet had a security force composed of &
minimun of one squad to a maximum of onc platoon of guerrillas, Two VC cep=
tured in late Narch stated “hat the 602nd and 603rd VA Dattalions were located
approximately seven kiloweters to the northeast of Song Be and that the €05th
NVA Dattalion was located 22 kilometers to the west of Song Be. On 8 .pril 66,
a rallier turncd himself in to Dong Xoai (YT 0876). This rallier stated that
the 7C 271st Main F orce Regiment was located vicinity YT 1173 as late as 30
larch, Local Torce elements could have been expected to be encountered &ny-
where in Phuoc Long Province with the exception of the few hamlets under gove
ernment control, Several infiltration routes were known to exist to the west
and northeest of Song Be, and it was folt that the reported NVA units wore
merely moving through the area in a southerly direction into Var Zone "DU. Tl}e
chances of contacting elements of the VC 271st or 273rd lain Force aegiments in
the vicinity (primarily south) of Dong osi (YT 0876) were fairly good. It
was known that both of theso wnits moved inte this area during the latter stages
of Operation SILVAR CITY (9 larch to 22 March 66).

b. Dnery Gitustion During Operation: Forty four contacts were nade with
VC forces during the period of the operation, of which 29 were V¢ initiatcd.
VC forcas encountered wore of platoon aize or erallor and belicved to be local
fores elements. No evidenco wes found to identify the unit designations of
the elements contacted. Highlighting the operation was the capture of a NVA
Captain ard his subsoquent interrogation (sce Incl 1 attached interrogation
roport) which rovonled the location of the YVA 602, 603, 604, and 605 Dattalions
of the Bac Song Croup, & regitental sizod unit reportedly subordinate to the 250th
Infiltration Group, He stated thet he was in conmand of the advance party of
tho NVA 605th Battalion which was to infiltrate to the south, using the ine
filtration route to the northeast of Song De. He further stated that his as
signment was Lo guide the NVA 605th Battalion slong the prescribed route (at~
tached interrogation report) to Bunard (YT 2987), whore another advance party/
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SUBJCCT: Combat Operations After /ction Zeport (MACV/aCS/53/32)

guide would assume responsibility. He did not know where the battalion would
be taken after it arrived at Bunard (YT 2987), Visual reconnaissance revealed
a treil which had been subjected to recent heavy vehicular traffic, extending
from Bunard (YT 2987) south to a secondary road at YT 1965. This secondary
road is a direct route into War :jone "D". several local Force VC of varying
importance were captured. Aircraft received grourd {ire, small arms &nd auto-
matic weapons from the area of operation on 16 different uccasions.

¢, Area of Operation:

(1) ‘‘eather conditions: The monsoon cycle in the area was the sare
as that in the Bien Hoa &rca, The rainy seacson extends fromw lay tirough lov,

(2) Terrain: The terrain throughout the area of operztion was hilly.
The mountain "Nui Be Ra® (YU 1801) dominates the area around Song Be, There
were & few scattered rubber plantstions in the area, but the majority of the
terrain consisted of hill masses covered with thick forest, The forests and
plantation vegetation afforded good concealment and cover. Ground observation
and fields of fire were restricted throughout the area of operation,

d. Final Analysis: Intelligence obtained during the operction, as well
as that available before the operation began, points to the fact that heavily
traveled infiltration routes sxist to the east and west of Song Be. These
routes are used by NVA and VC units to move supplies end troops from II Corps
into III Corps, throurh Phuoc Long Province, into War Zone "D and points further
south and east.

A VCC stated that the NVA 602, 603, 604, 605 Battalions were located
approximately 30 kilometers to the northeast of Song Be and that at least one
of these battalions, the 605th, intended to infiltrate south using the route
to the east of Song Be. This would indicate the presence of & new NVi Bate
talion and possible en NVA Regimental sized force, in III Corps.

Throughout the operation intelligence was received indicati;xg t:hat ‘bh?
VC 271 tain Force Regiment, was located to the southeast of Dong oai, outs:!.de
the area of operations, ard remained in that area during the entire operation.

No major VC base camp areas were found in the operational area. The area
was found to contain pricarily VC Local Force guerrilla end sccurity elerents.
Interrogation of a VC suspect revealed the presence of the VC Provincia ‘._Bat-
talion which hed been reported esrlicr, Numerous agent rcports were received
indicating the presence of at least one eand perhaps two VC Local Force Compan=
ies within the Area of Operations.

4e SXECUTION:

a, D-2 (8 Apr 66): 173d 4bn Bde (Sep) was notified at 12204 that Operstion
AUSTIN I, scheduled to begin at 09060 Apr 66, was cencellsd. The Bde was in-
structed to be preparsd for moverent to an Area of Operations in a different
location beginning 10 Apr 66,

b, D=l (9 Apr 66): Notification wos received on the morning of 9 apr that
the operation would take place in the Song Be (Phuoc Dinh) ares, (YU 1306),
and would be & search amd destroy opsration, It was decided that, because of the
small amount of timo availeble for planning, the Opcration Order would contain
instructions for movement of the Brigade to Song Be, Subsequent combat opere
ations would be initieted by frogmentary orders issued in the operctional area.
OPORD 5-46, Oporation UENVER, wae completod and issued on the evening of 9 Apr

. 3 |
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c. D-nay (10 Apr 36): 173d “bn Nde {Sep) initiated Operation DENVER at
100700H spr. The 1/5034 Inf was airlifted to Song Be Airfield. Upon landing
the 1/503d Inf deployed around the air”ield amd secured it for the introduction
of subsequent elenents of the Brigade, This wes accomplished by 100924.. Ile=
nents of Trp B, 17th Cav, Dtry C, 3/319 arty, and elerments of 173d Spt Bn were
subgequently moved intd the area using 35 sortiss of C~130 aircrait, HMove-
went was completed by i0190CH,

There were no 'C activities until 10231CH, when elements of 1/503d Inf
sighted and fixed upon 3 VO vic of YU 132059, There were no friendly casualte
‘ies from this encourter and V{ casualties are unknown.

d, D+l (11 Aer 66): Tre 173d Abn Bde {Sep) strength was increased in Cbj
area introducing the 2/503d Inf, 3/319th Arty (-), 173d ingr Co, the remainder
of the Cav Trp, the Bde F«d CP, and elements of 173d &pt Bn. Moverent of the -
Infantry Battalion was accomplished by Army CV-2 aircraft. The 2/503d Inf
closed inte tie objective area by 111520 and immediately essumed responsibility
for security of Song Be airfield from 1/503d Inf,

411 other uhits were lifted by C~130 or CVe2 aircraft and closed into the
base cemp at the following times: 3/319th .Arty (-) 144QH, 173d Sngr Co 1605H,
and Trp E, 17 Cav elements at 162QH, .

Bde CP Forward was operational as of 111100%. The engineser water point
was operational at 111500, The final sortie of the day landed at 111923H,
carrying elements of 173d Spt Bn. The key locations at the end of D+l were:

Bde CP - YU 141073 1/503 - YU 141069
2/503d - YU 139071 3/319th - YU 142071
E/17 Cev = YU 138071 tater Pt & Ingr Co - YU 175100

e D+2 (12 Apr 66) Build-up continued in the objective srea with the in-
troduction of 16élst Fld Btry INZA, Co A, 82d ivn, Co D, 16th Armor, and sup-
plies. Movement was accomplished in 38 sorties of {-13C aircraft and was com~
pleted by 121810H,

1/503d Inf conducted six platoon size "Show of Force" petrols in the area
within & five kilometer radius of Song Be airfield as directed by Freg Order 1
to OPORD 5-66. All platoons moved overland to selected LZ's searching for VC
suspects and inctallations emroute, Dopartures wers &t irregular intervals
between 0700 and 100(H. All patrols were extracted by helicopter, returning
SStmen 1330 and 1430H, Mone of the "Show of Force! patrols mede contact with

CP Locations of new units being introduced into the Arez of Operations
were:  16lst Fld Btry iNZA - YU 14,8074 :
Co D, 16th /rror « YU 138068

£, D3 (23 Apr 66): Duild=up of tho .irhcad was concluded with the air=
larding of the lst Bn, RAR at Song De airfield, Air movement was accomplished
by 21 CV-2 sorties and threo sortics of =130, boginning at 130700H. The 1lst
Bn, RAR closed into Song Bs Airfield at 131022,

Two Sopardto search and destroy operations were conducted by 1/503d Inf,
veinforced by Trp E, 17 Cav with ono platoon of Co D, 16 .‘rior, and Btry B,
4/319th Arty attachod, One ZRVN Rifle Company and onc #RVN armored car plaw=
“oon conductod concurrent coordinated operations, Both oporations involved a
ompany sizo fagle Flight linking up with a force moving overland, and both
involv;()i ARVN units. They wore IAY Frog Ordor 2 to OPORD 5-66, (See App 2,3 to
Annex B),

I
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SUBJECT: Corbat Operations after .ction leport (M:CV/RCS/J3/32)

The first operation was conducted southeast of Song Be and consisted on an
overland movement by B Co, 1/503 and one ARVN ¢ifle company moving at 0625H, to
position Creen, while C Co was air lifted to LZ BLACK. The C Co air assault be=
gan at 1111H and was completed at 1125H. .t this timo, C Co began moving toward
position 'HITE, and B Co and the ARVN iifle Co began a cearch and destroy oper=-
ation astride Route TAN, with 3 Co on the south and the ARVN Co on the north.

C Co moved from LZ BLACK into blocking Psn ~HITE at 11404, discovering numerous
trenches and bunkers in the area and receiving occasionel ineffgctive sniper
fire. B Co and the ARVN Ce continued to move zlong doute TAN toward the C Co
blocking position, Vhile seerching a village tomplex, one merber of B (o en-
courtered a pressure type AP mine, resulting in one friendly-tHi.-'B-Co-end' the
ARWN Co closed Psn WHITE at 14545, 211 three companies were subsecuently ex-
tracted by helicopter and returned to Song Fe, closing at 1625H.

The second operation was conducted northwest of Song Be and consisted of
an Eagle T'light by i/1/503d Inf linking up with Trp L/17th Cav (reinf). Trp
E, 17th Cav (reinf) departed Song Be at 130703, escorting Dtry 5, 3/319th
Arty, to establish & fire support base, At 06571 this force encountered 3 VC
at YU Ok4135. The VC had .only smell.srms and fled to the Mest. There were no
friendly casualties. DBtry B was laid and ready to fire in Psn BIUE at 0913li.
One platoon of E/17 Cav was left to secure this fire support base, while the
rain force proceeded toward Psn SROMN. & YC mine os discovered at 09154,
located viec YU (33145, by lead elements of Trp E.” By 095G ell elements had
closed into Fon BROWN and were prepared to support the air asszult on LZ RED,
which commenced at 1025H and wos completed at 1058H. Trp &, 17th Cav received
aubomatic wezpons fire from an estirated 12 to 15 VC located viec YU 993138 et
1055H. TFire wes returned resulting in two “C XIA (BC), The remaining vC fled
to the west. At 124(H one. friendly iHA resulted when a rember of Trp i step-
ped on a bocby trap vic YU 995148, In the same vicinity, between 1250 and 1337H,
three caches of rice totaling 2500 lbs, and two’ 55 gal drums, also full of rice
were located.,

At 14004, Co &, 1/503d Inf and Trp &, 17th Cav effected link-up in the vie-
inity of XU CO2142, where Trp i, apprehended 13 VC suspects, one of which was
later confirmed to be & VC. 3/17 was roleased from OPCON of 1/503d Inf and A
Co, 1/503d Inf proceeded toward LZ ORANGE. At 1545H Trp / encountered a VC
sniper vic XU 055185 resulting in one_friendly KHA, two VilA, one 3¥C KIA.(BC),.
and capture of one carbine. The extraction of Co .., l/SOBd Inf from 1Z ORANGE
to Song Be began at 080CH and ended at 1830H., at 1832! Trp ., 17th Cav began
its return to base camp, escorting Btry B, 3/319th Arty. All elements of this
force clossd into base camp ot 1936H, thus concluding the operation. A reaction
force of one infantry company was rzintained throughout the day by the 2/503d.

g8 D4 (L4 Apr 66): 173d ibn Bde {Sep) continued Operation DENVER by cone
ducting two Battalion size scarch and destroy operations, employing both &ir-
mobile and ground assaults, IAW Frag O 3 to OPORD 5-66, (Sce App 4, Annex B).

The 1/503d Inf conducted two company size Eagle Flights in the area south
of Song Be, Co B was helilifted into LZ JADE at OB1EH wnd conducted sesrch and
destroy operations in that vicirity. Seven VC were sighted on the LZ but pno
contact was made., At 0934li Co B discovored emd dostroyed four tons of rice at
YU 135997, and alsn dstained two male and six female suspects and eleven child=-
ren. later st 1045l soven additional tons of rice were located at YU 130997,
At 1155K B Co receivod srall arms fire from the village st YU 110976, Arty was
fired and the village was swopt with negative results, B Co continued search=

" ing the ares until 171CH when it was extrscted from IZ JAND by helicopter and
returned to baso camp. Captured rice, VC suspects, and refugees were alsc evae
cuated by hellicopter.

" CONFIDENTIAL

- rncaere e et




: . CONFIDENTIAL

AVAB=SC
. SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (MACV/NCS/J3/32)

Co C, acconpanied by one ARVN Ranger Plat, was helilifted into LZ OPAL
at 0915H to conduct scarch and destroy operztions in that area. at 1C4H,
C Co discoverad 1000 lbs of rice at YU 197992, captured one VC, detained 33
refugeecs, captured an Ml carbine, two shotguns and & bicycle. C Co was ex~
tracted from L2 JATE at 1830,

Co %, 1/503d Irf was held st laso Camp as & reaction force throughout
the operztion.,

The 1lst Dattalion, RAR with 16lst Fld Ltry, RNZA, Co !, 16 armor, one
plat of Trp I, 17th Cav, one !F Co, and one plat of ..rmored Cars (ARVN), con=
ducted scarch and destroy operetions in the area northwest of Song Be. Units
deployed ty air assault and ground movement to the objective area, The over-
land elements, consisting of Co D, 1/:AR; 16lst Fld Dtry RNZa; Co /16 :rmor;
one plat, Trp B, 17 Cav; one ARVN Co; and the »RVN Armored Car Plat, departed
base cavp a: 0645H. They proceeded to LZ ORANGE without incident. The force
closed into LZ ORANGE with the Arty Btry ready to fire at 0902, Co's B and
C, 1/2AR co.ducted an air assault on LZ DIALOND at 1055F after a ten minute
Arty and a five minute armed helicopter preparation. Dy 1112l the two corpany
force had secured 1Z DIAMOND, and cormenced search and destroy operations that
vicinity, &t 1710H the ARVN €ompeny made contact with 6 VC in a deserted vile
lage vic YJ 035151, The VC were pursued and Arty was fired at them, wiih un=
known vecutts, At 175(H, three local force VO were cortacted at YU 035174,
resulting ir. two YC KIA (BC) and two M1 rifles captured. -t 19004 a patrol
from D Co rwde contact with an estimated 8 VC with three automatic weapons,
vic YU O411il. [Desults were 1 friendly "HA and no ¥C casualties. 1/RAR and
attachngts remained in vic of IZ's DIANOND and ONANGE through the night of
L. Apr 66,

he D+5 (15 Apr 66) 173 Abn Bde (Sep) continued Operation DENVER, term-
inating one Battalion size search and destroy operation and conducting two
company size Eigle Flights, IAW Frag O & to OPORD 5-66 (see App 5, Annex B).

1/RAR continued search and destroy operations northwest of Song Be. At
0819H, an¢ again at O842H, B Co made contact with 3 VC, Results were negative
on both occasions, B and C Co's were extracted from L& DLANOND at 1200H and
returned to base camp, After extraction wes completed, the remaining elements
proceeded overland to base camp and closed at 1310H,

Co's A and C, 1/503d Inf conducted Eagle Flights to L& LILLY and 12 DIAMOND
respectivoly to conduct search and destroy cperitions in the arec east of Song
Be. Operations were supported b Btry C, 3/319 Arty, escorted to a fire support

base by Trp E, 17th Jav, Co B, 1/503d remained at Song Be as a ready resction
force,

Btry C, 3/319th Arty was in position and recdy to fire ot 0730 vic YU 183105,
A ten minute Arty preparation was fired on 12 LILLY from 0815H to 0825H {ollowed
by armed helicopter prepnration, The 1st 1ift of Co A landed on 1Z LILLY at
0832H without VC contact. Co A closed at 0848lL. At 0915H two VC werc contacted
vic 257160, After being fired upon the VC fled, leaving one Mi carbine, one
Mauser 98 rifls and ono medical kit, At 0937H, two VC suspacts were captured
. vie YU 253158, later, at O945H, Co A also located sevan tons of rice, & tunnel

complex, and 25 wonen and children, Begs were rogussted for the loose rice
and a recovery party was left at I7 LILLY to evacuate rice and ouspects. The

/"recovery party captured two guspects at 1302H and two more at 1315H, one of

/" them had 8000 Piastres in hio possaasion. All were fdund vic YU 253158, The
company (=) moved to Obj TULIP whore contact was negative, A Company returned
to 12 LILLY and wao instructed to remain overnight and to continue extracting
rice, At 1735H, sniper {ire wao received from vic YU 249162, resulting in ono
friendly WIA, Armed helicopters and TAC air strikes were used to suppress this
fire, deceptive extraction was made at 1840H to confuse the enemy.

\
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Co C, 1/503d Inf was airlifted into 1Z EMERALD between O090LH and 0926H,
and deploying one element to Obj PANSY and another to Obj RO3E, At 1110H
two VC Qs were captured at YU 266146, Under interrogation, the two
mﬁ?steted that there werc 50 VC in prepared pogitions.across the
river, viec YU 270142, Two elements of C Co cpossed the river to investigate.
An armed helicopter, firing suppressive fires in support of the crossing,
overshot the target and fired into friendly troops, wounding three, at 1225H.,
A sweep of the suspected area was conducted with negaiive results, Two VC
¢rd their families were captured in a tunnel system vic YU 260138, All ele~

ments of C Co returtigd-to L2 EFERALD &t T655H and were extracted by helicopter
to Song Be.

While securing Btry C, 3/319th Arty, Trp E, 17th Cav elements picked up
two Monks vic YU 185109 at 1130H, They stated that VC were in position at
YU 213116 and also had a base camp at YU 218115, Arty was fired on the loc~
ations, resulting in three possible VC KIA, C Btry and Trp E, 17th Cav re=
mained in position, T

i, D6 (16 Apr 66): 173d ibn Bde (Sep) continued Operation DENVER by
conducting a Battalion size air asszult and reconmaissarce in force southwest
of Scng Be IAW Frag O 5 to OPOD 5.44, Ain armored link-up with Co A, 1/503d
Inf was also conducted vic 12 LILLY IiW Frag O 7 to OPORD 5-66. Co 4, 1/503d

Inf continued search and destroy operation vic 1Z LILLY, (Sse App 6 end 7,
Annex B).

st Bn, RAR and 161st Btry RNZA begen movement into AO SF.IN at 06453,
Movement vas by UH-1D and CH-47 nelicopter to 1Z JiNE, B Co 1/RiR landing
at O710H ard the 161st Btry at 0750H. The 2rd lift of UH-1D's placed ~ Co
on LZ CINDY 2t 0820H, and the 3d lift landed D Co at O0845H, also on &4 CIIDY,
C Co was held at Song Be as a ready reactiocn force.

Co B secured tle fire support base at IZ J.IE and conducted limited re-
connaissance in thrat area while Co's i and D conducted a reconnaissance in
force toward Obj BILL, At 10154, Co A discovered a 4=6 morth old platoon
size VO Camp viec YU 086905. At 1100H B Co found two 6 mouth old Bunkers vic
YU 074941, Co B made_contact with 4 VC at 12554 vie YU 079947, The VG were
fired upon but. ped. Co's & and D, 1/RAR, werc extracted from Psn
BILL between '610K and 1630H, The 161st Btry and Co B were then extracted
from 12 J.NE, il) clements closed into Brignde Base Camp by 171CH,

Task Force DUNLAP, consisting of Co D, 16th irmor reinforced by two pla-
toons, Trp E, 17th Cav, and one Co (-), 2/503d Inf, departed the Brigade base
at O700H with the mission of moving to LZ LILLY, linking up with Co 4, 1/503d
Inf, accepting ceptured supplies from Co ., and transporting these supplies
back to the Song Be area, The task force encountered 4 VC at YU 222115 at O945H.
Arty fire was placed on the VC with unknown results. "ot T25CH one of the E/17th
Cav vehicles broke down vic 220710 ond was evacuated to 3ong De by CH-47 heli-
copter. One VC suspect was captured at 1350H vic 258159, Two women and one
child suspected of being VC dependents were also detained. Link-up was accomple
ished at 1400H ond all elements of TF DUNL.P closed into the Co A, 1/503d peri~
meter, CO, TF DUNL\P was informed that the tavk force would remain at that
locetion overnight under OPCON of CO, 1/503d Inf,

Co A, 1/503d Inf continued searching vic Li LILLY and discovered two caches
at 0820H, containing enough loose rice to fill 400 50 kilogram bags. At 1455H
another 300 lbs of rice was uncovered in the same vicinity. Co A remained at

LLY' during the night of 15 Apr.

Jo D7 (17 ipr £6)r  173d Lbn Bde (Sep) continued Operrtion DEMNVER by
returning Co A, 1/503d Inf, TF DUNIAP and Btry C 3/319th Arty to Song Be, and
by initiating a vattallon size search and destroy operation southwest of Song
Be, ' (See App 7 and 8, Annex B).
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Task Force DUNLAP depcrted LZ LILLY at 0730H and proceeded without in~
cident back to bose camp, closing into that location at 1050H. ZExtraction
of Co 4, 1/503d Inf by helicopter began at 1120H, and the last elerent closed
into the Brigade area at 1145H. Btry C, 3/319th Arty moved at 1150H and pro-
ceeded with security clements of Trp E, 17th Cav back to the Brigade basc,
closing at 12251, At 1315H, 1/503d announced that it had assumed respon-
sibility for security of the Brigaode Base Lil Frag O 9 to OPORD 5-66. The
2/503d Inf began preparing for a four day sesrch and dustroy operation.

1/RAR initiated a two day search and destroy operation in AQ NOWWAY

southwest of Song Be, IAW Frag O 8 to OPORD 5-66. 1/RAR and 161st Briy RNZA
were airlifted into IZ SAM by a combination of UH-1D and CH~47 aircraft, be-
ginning at O745H and being completed at 10064, A fire support base was es-
tablished vic 12 SAM and secured by Co 4, Co's B, C, and D conducted search
and destroy operations toward Cbj LARRY. At 1310H, D Co found a VC company
size position which appeared to be about 6 months old, &4t 1710d, Co C lo=
cated a battalion size base camp which appeared to be about one year old at
YU 068833, 1/RAR ceased movement at 1820H and remained in the following lo-
cations for the night:

CP ~ YU 059858

4 Co uond 161 Btry RNZA - YU 076864
B Co - YU 061851

C Co = VU 0568L4

D Co - YU 050854

k. D8 (18 Apr 66): Cperation DENVIR continued with one battalion size
search and destroy operation in progress, and another being initiated. (See
Appendix 9, Annex B),

The 2/503d Inf, supported by Btry A 3/319th irty, Trp E, 17th Cav end one
ARVN Ranger Co, began a search and destroy operation in A0 IRELAKD, located
south of Song Be, IAW Frag O 10 to OPCRD 5-65.

From 0655H to 0715H, Trp E 17th Cav corducted an air assault to secure
12 HARVARD as a fire support base, Btry A, 3/319th Arty wes lifted onto
HARVARD by Cl-47 helicopter between O745H and 0925H. Trp E 17th Cav remained
as the security force, The 2/503d Inf conducted an air assault on LT YALE
after an Arty preparation, The 1st lift moved at CI37H and the last element
closed 12 YALE at 1012il. One VC suspect and 1000 lbs of rice were captured
vic YU 238996 at 1010H, and at 1015H another 500 lbs were located vie YU
293982, .t 1030H several incidents occurred. A second suspect was captured;
a trench end tunnel system were located at YU 238993, in which a suitcase full
of documents was discovered; two imore suspects were captured at YU 238993; and
at YU 238984, a Mauser 98 rifle wes captured when a VC sniper fired the weapon

’ and then fled, o

) At 11101, 2/503d Inf elemonts captured one wounded VC with & shotgun. The
VC died later, At 130CH, 2/503d Inf elements detained three refugees and a VC
suspect who stated that 30 to 40 VC cadre had been in a villege at YU 242928,
This area was scarched by a patrol at 1400H. Three bags of clothing, three
bags of rice and numerous decuments were found, it 1405H, one ton of rice was
located at YU 243990, and another ton at YU 244985, .t 1730H one wounded VC
wag captured at YU 248980. Ho was crmed with & French M-29 light machine gun
and was carrying ¢ prcket of documents and a box of medical suppliez, The
2/503d Inf ceased operations at 1755H ond spent the night vic YU 249976,

The 1/RAR continued search and destroy operations in A0 NORVAY and, at
0810H, Co C found a cache containing fifty 50 1b bags of salt in a compony
sized VC position approximately one year old, At 0915l .\ Co contactud one
1“8% forae VC who fled upon contact, and Co C captured two VC vic YU 065819
at 21H.

:" 8
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At 1520H, 1/RAR began displacing to a new location. They were extracted
by helicopter from LZ SAM end moved directly to IZ COLGATE in AO WALES. Move=
ment was completed and 21l elements closed in at 17451, . fire support base
was established on 1Z COLGATE to support subsequent operations and the night
was spent in vie of that location., Positions of elements were:

CP =~ YU 286967
A = YU 286965
B - YU 288970
C =~ YU 284967
D - YU 288967
161st RNZA ~ YU 288969

At 2020H, Co B 1/RAR detained one suspect carrying medical supplies. Ain-
other was apprehended at 2345H under the same ciféunstances. The capture of |
this prisoner was a highlight of Operation DENVER, the prisoner being &n IVA
Captain. Sec paragraph 3 (Intelligence) of this report. i

A reaction company was kept vic Song Be Airfield by the 1/503d Inf through=
out the day.

1, D+9 (19 Apr 46): Search and destroy operctions continued in AO WALES
and A0 IRELAND, (See App 10, Annex B).

At 13001, movement of Btry &, 3/31Gth iArty from L& HiRVIRD to 1Z COLGMIE
was begun, The entire Btry closed irn by 1410H. Movement of Trp E 17th Cav
was begun at 1515H and was concluded by 1545H.

The 2/503d Inf continued searching operations to the south in A0 IRZLAND.
There was no significant VC cormtact made during the dey and perireter was se-
cured vic YU 255946 for the night.

The 1/EAR continued search and destroy operations in A0 WALES south of LI
COLGATE employing three companies. Co C remained with 161st Btry, RZA as se~
curity for the fire support base. There wos no significant contoet made with
the VG, [ perimeter was secwred vic YU 299952 for the night,

m. DH10 (20 .pr 66): Operction DENVER comtinued with both be {slions search-.

ing to the south in their respective AO's, 2/503d Inf closed IZ2 DUKE at 1145H
end then continued south to vic YU 255904 where 2 perimeter was formed. At
1915H a VC with an automatic weapon approached an ambush patrol at YU 258903,
The VC was fired upon with unknown results.

1/RAR captured 4 VG suspects at 143CH vic YT 288973, Investigntion revealed
that they were corrying 40,000 Piastres, medicel itema, and papers requesting
fggd, hats, and 400 peirs of black pajamss, A perimeter was lormed vie YT
289925,

n. D1 (21 Apr 06): Operation DENVIR continued with the two battzlions
continuing to search to the south, linking up for the night at 12 BAYLQR.

1/RAR cormenced movement At OB0OH, continuing search and dostroy operations.
At 1105H, one VC was encountorad nt YU OLA4194, resulting in ens posgible VG
killed, At 1324H Co D mrde contact with on unknown nuiber of VG at YU 290097,
resulting in one VG KIA (BG), and 3 KIA (poasible). At 1505H, D Co conlacted
VC wearing black and white uniforms at YU 286901, Lut all escapod. 1/HAR
T Up with 2/503d Inf vie of L2 GAYLOR at 1505l

The 2/503d Inf comnenced movement at 0930H and procecded to soarch BUNAKD
village (YU 2788) where, at 1112H, thoy detained seven mon and 23 women and

children. The men were carrying tow leather s~tchela contalning clothing,
documents, modicine, ammunition, and 1D cards, At 1300H, Co C captured a ve

Y
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suspect.vis YU 260880, and at 1605H, B Co received ten rounds of small arms
fire from vic YU 183063, Link up was accomplished with 1/RAR as stated above.

o. D12 (22 Apr 66): Operation DENVER continued with both battalions and
the fire support basc being extracted by helicopter to Song Le, and bty the com-
mencerent of movement of the brigade back to Bien Hoa. (See App 11, Annex E).

The extraction of 161st Ltry, RNZA began zt 0B0OOH and continued until O924H
when the last element cleared LZ COLGAIE. The 1/RAR was extracted fram LZ BAYLOR
beginning O748H and was cumplete at 1005H. Doth of these units, plus D/16th Armor
vere airlifted back to Bien Hoa during the afternoon.

The 2/503d Inf continued searching vic LZ BAYLOR, At 07454, elements ap-
prehended one refugee at YU 269880, and at O750H two VC were sighted and fired
upon in that same locztion. At 0905H, 28 Vietnamese were found hiding in bunkers
and two in a hut vie YT 277893. Two_were VC suspeets. ALl others were treated
as refugecs, At 1000H, one VC 3, captured vic YU 277893, He had one hand gren =
ade, and two bags of clmaﬁgs documents. Extraction of the 2/503d Inf began
at 1200H and was compleie at 1620H, Btry A, 3/319th irty and Trp E 17th Cav
were extracted from LZ COLGATE between 1000H and 1735H.

p. D13 (23 Apr 66): Operztion DENVER continued as elcments of the Erigade
returned to Lien Hoa, Perimeter security of the Song De Airficld was assumed by
the 2/503d Inf at C700H, All elemeuts of the Brigade except 2/503¢ Inf, one Arty
Btry, Trp E 17th Cav, and elements of Spt En, were returned to the Lien Hoa area
by a combination of C-130 and CV-2 aircraft.

q. D+14 (24 Apr 66): Air movement to Eien Hoa was suspended because of lack
of aircraft. The DBrigade (=) conducted normal security operations in the Elen Hoa
area and the 2/503d Inf continued to secure Song Le Airfield, Vvhile returning
from a night ambush site, a small patrol from 2/503d Inf encountered a booby trap
vic YU 148084 and sustained & total of five casualties (WIA).

ro D¥15 (25 Apr 66): Oporation DENVER officially terminated whep the last
element o the 2/503d Inf was airlifted back to Eien Hoa, closing in at '646H.

5. Supporting Forces:

2, 3d In, 319th arty with 161st Fld Dtry, RNZA attached, was located at the
Brigede Lase, vicinity of Song Be Adrlield, in general support of the irigade.
For specific operations, batteries were placed in circct support of particular
battalions or task forces and often displaced to esteblish separate fire support
bases within supporting distancc of a specific area of operations.

(1) Size of Force: Thres (3) six (6) gun 105rmm Howitzer batteries, one
(1) four (4) gun Howitcor battery, and two (2) four (4) gun 4.2 inch mortar plae
toons,

(2) How and when employed:

(a) Preparations on landing zones wero fired by Lrigade Arty as

followe:
RED 13 Apr
JADS W Apr
OPAL W Apr

DLAMOND 14 Apr )
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LILLY 15 Apr
EMERALD 15 Apr
YALE 18 Apr
COLGATE 18 Apr
(b) On call missions from 10 Apr to 25 Apr 66.
(c) Harrassing and interdiction fires from 10 Apr to 25 Apr 66.
(3) Results: During Operaticn DENVER the Brigade Artillery fired a

total of 806 missions expending 6,574 rounds, The ammunition expenditure
breakdown was as follows:

MIS3IONS ROUNDS
Bde Arty 614 5,103
Mortar Plat, 2/503 173 1,356
Mortar Plat, D/16 19 110

Artiliery fires were effective during this operation. LZ pre-
paratory fires successfully reduced VC resistance. On mumerous occasions,
fire was placed on areas of reported ground fire or VC sightings, resulling in
the stopping of fire and dispersal of VC, undoubtedly inflicting casualties.

(4) Timeliness: Because of coordination effected in the Brigade Fire
Support Coordination Center between Artillery, Army Air, and Air Foree TAC Alr,
the timeliness of Arty fires was excellent.

b. U.S. Air Force:

(1) size of Force: A total of 86 tactical Air Sorties were flown, ex=
pending 93,7 tons of ordnance, and 56 ALO/FAC Sorties were flown curing Operation
JENVER, In addition, 229 sorties of inter-theater aircraft transmorted 2618 tons
of supplies and equipment into the area of operations.

{2) How and when employed:

(2) Zlements of the Brigade were airlifted to and from the Area
of Operations,

(b) TAC air provided pre-planned, on call, and quick reaction
missions throughout the operation. Use of TAC air was limited because there
were no major contacts. On 191830H Apr 66, a quick reaction mission was placed
on the suspocted location of a regular force VG battalion as reported by the
NVA Captain captured on 182345H Apr 66, Results are currently unknown.

(¢) An airborne FAC was available at all times cduring the oper-
ation, elther in the air over the A0, or on strip alert. Ground FAC teans
wers furnished each task force employod.

(d) Resupply was provided from Bien Hoa to Song Be throughout
the operation by inter-theater alreraft.

(3) Results and effactiveness:
{a) Limited TAC air support was utilized during the oporution.
No large VC formaticns wore encountered and the number of V¢ killed by alr (KBA)

cannot bo determined, Soveral secondary explosiona occured dus te TAC alr strikes
however,
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(b) The airborne and ground FAC!'s used during the operation
were effoctive, resulting in timely and accurate support by TAC Air,

(4) Timeliness: See 5b(3)(b) above,

(5) Air Request Net Utilized: The SOP Air Request Net was utilized
during Operation DENVER. Requests were initiated by the ground commander sent
to the Brigade CP by either the ground FAC, Airborne FAC, or through Amy
channels, and then to II FFORCEV Direct Air Support Center (DASC). If a mission
was requested when both FAC and TAC air were airborne, no further coordination
was needed and the strike-was conducted,

(6) Air Ground Marking System: In all cases during Operation DENVER,
targets were marked for TAC Air by the airborne FAC utilizing white phosphorus
rockets, except on one occasion when 1/593d Infantry used suoke grenades to mark
the trace of their front line positions,

¢, Army Aviation:

(1) Size of Forecc: During Operation DENVER, Army Aviation support was
provided by the {ollowing units:

(a) Co A, 82d Aviation Ceompany
(b) 173d iviation Platoon
(¢) 161st Reece Flight (Australian)
(d) 17th Aviatioen Battalion
(e) 145th Aviation Battalion
{£) 57th Aviation Company
(g) 57th Medical Detachment (Helicopter Med)
(h) 61st Aviation Company
{2) How and when employed:

(a) Heliborne Assault: 12 Separate company and battalion wlze
heliborne assaults were conducted, These utilized 1,429 combat assault sorties.

(b) Armed helicopter -~ 482 sorties,

(e) Resupply flights - 662 sorties.

(d) Command Liaison Flights = 357 sorties.

(e) Command and Control Flights - 160 sortics,

(£) Aerial Reconnaisance Flights - 131 sorties,

(g) Poychologiccl Operations Flights - 4 sorties,
(h) RRU Flights =~ 16 sorties,

{1) Aerial Artillery Observer Flights - 19 sorties,

(3) Modical Evacuation Flights = 19 sorties, including 12 sorties
flown by "Dust-Off" aircraft.
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(k) Rodio Relay - 11 sorties,
(1) Miscellancous - 102 sorties.,
. (m) Total sorties flown - 3,392,

(3) Results and Effectivencss: Aviation support during Operztion
DENVER was excellent, All recquested missions were accomplished with a mine
inum of time lag, except in one casc where CH-47's arrived late, The fol=
lowing are examples of thu outstanding support rendered:

(a) Co A, 82d Ava Co flew 1,170.6 hours in support of the Bde
transporting 5,590 passengers and moving 178 tons of cargo.

(b) The 161st Recee Flight flew 132,8 hours in sugport of the
Brigade, averaging 10.2 hours dzily, Utilization wns for Radio Relay, Come
mand and Liaison, ond ferial Observation,

{c) The 57th Medical Detochment (Helicopter Medics) flew 15
hours in support of the Brigade, evocuating 19 injurcd personncl.

(d4) Throughout the Operation, Army Aviation tronsported o
total of 13,528 passongers and 323 tons of cergo,

(4) Timcliness: See 5¢ (3) zbove.
6, ADNINISTHATIVE MATTERS:

2. General: To support Opcr-tion DENVER, a Fwd Bde Support Opuritions
Centor (BSOC) was cstablished at Phoue Binh (YU 141073). Included were sup=
ply, transportotion, maintenance ond medical facilities fram the 173d Sup-
port Batualion., ZElcments of 1st Log Command provided unit distributicn to
Brigade rear elements and resupply of the BSOC was by Air Force fixed wing
aircraft from BIEN HOA iir Bzse., 4 totil of 229 C-130 sortics delivered
1,216 tons of all classes of supply, vehicles weighing o total of 1,402
tons, and 1,419 personnel,

b. Supply and Transportation: Representatives from esch unit involved
in the operations were located adjacent to the BSOC., Resupply of depluycd
units was accomplishud by road when possible and by rotary wing oirerft
when othurwise inaccessible, 161 UH-1D sorties were flown, dolivering 65
tons of supplies, ipproximately 75 tons of ¢ll classes of supplivs were
required daily to sust.in tho Bde Task Forcc., Brigade Infintry bBattzlions
moved to and from the operaticnal arca by CV=2 aireraft, . total of 167
sorties were flown to suppurt these moves, Tho remadnder of Bdu elements
moved by C-130 and Chie47 sorties. 4 totnl of 154 sorties of C=130 and 17
sortive of Cli=47, No zdministration problems were uncountcred during the
operction.

c. Mointonanco: Bocausu of lack of road aceess and limitud number of
Bde vohiclos at thu BSOC, Company "D (Maint), 173d Support Bettellca, proe
vided a snnall coutact to.n for mechanical, signal nnd armanont naintenance,
Ropeirs were tiade whon pussible, othorwise the ugquijmient was rocedved and
procosscd to the roar, A total of 69 Jjobs were handled, 50 cugploted ot
the BSOC the ronainder evacuatued to the rear,.

d., lModieal: C.upany B (Medieal), 173d Suppert Battalion opercted a
forward clearing stctiun at the B30C, Tho 57th and 254th Medical Dutache-

nents (Helieuptor Ambulance) providod standby medovas ecoverage at thae BSOC.
4 totul of 12 modoven missions wore fluwn in support of DENVER. When ro-
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. quired because of scverit: of wounds, personnel were evacuated direct to
the 93rd Evacuation Hespitol. Wowwled persoruel cowing into the bde Clear-
ing Station were lrected os nocessary and then evacucted to BIEN HOA or re-
turncd to duty. During the operation, a total of 230 patients werc trcated
at the clearing station,

¢, Cauaunications: The primery neans of communicativns during the
operaticn was FM racdde. Wire coumunicaticns were utilized within the Bde
Base, Radio Relay systems were estcblished to commnicate with tacsk forces
when nccessary. Secure telotype and VHF tolephonc patch systens were
established to II FFORCEV and to the Brigade Renr Dase at BIEN HOi.

7. COMMANDERS ANALYSIS: The 173¢ Adrborne Brizade {Separcte) Operaticn
DENVER was valuable as a training vehicle for the lorge nwabcr of replice=
nmants, both Officers and Enlisted nen, who had arrived throughout the Ede,
arens in which additional troining wes needed were evident,

2o Civil iffoirs/Psy Ops:

(1) Civil affairs: During this operciicn, 65 faeilics wers re=
locnted frau insceure arens intc more sccurce arcas in the vicinity of the
Province Headgquarters at Song Be. Our port in this cper tion was the
trensport of fauilies and belongings to the Provinece Hea.quorters wvhere
they were delivered to the GVN Province officials for rescitlement in
established refugee villages,

(2) Civic lLeticn: IEDCAP tcoms from Bde 85 werked in the orca of
oporativns daily at two sites, The Nediend Coupany <ach day provided one
doctor to work in the Provineial Hospitol and cne Doctor to work in the
surrounding villages, 4 dentist was 2lsc provided on a2 dadly o osis to
work one half doy and to clternate in the surrounding villazes. frizods
MEDCAP teams treated 2664 porscns during the c¢peratiun and the DESTSLP
tean trcated 93 persons, Twenty tuns of rice were recoptured from Viet
Ceng caches and returncc to the Pruvince Chief for ddstribution to needy
fordlies, This rice was extrocted by helicopter frez forward positions
end Ceposited in the Province licniguarters. a rice recovery teau was
orzonized andd used to good advantniu curing this oper-tion. This teen
consistud of o 10 man engincer camponent and ¢ 25 mon sceurity clouent.
After caches wero lucrted by tho forwerd elencnts this toxi could be muste
ored, Heli-difted in, accure the arez, ond bog the rice, rcloesing the
fincing unit to procuod with its nission. after the campletizn of the
rico ba ziny the helieupters extracted tho rice and tho recovery clemont,
It was found thot this method was very zuod with larjo caches, but that
auall cachos could bo more expocdently handded by the finding unit. In
other Civic ictions prujocts the 173d Enzincer Campany assisted tho local
forces in the cunstructiun of srefobriceted humes for rofujcos entering
tho aroa, The Brigede also turned all cupty aimo baxes, over to the Proe
vince for usc in rofyjue and needy faudly hume construction projocts,
Thirty five boxus of cannod fuod stuifs wore also distributed Lo neody
fandlios anc rofugcoes,

(3) Psychological Nper-tivna:  Fourtoen Psychologieal Oper-tions
spoakor missions wore flown in the oporationnl area using the Chiou Hol
theio direotod at the Viet Cory Guorrilla bands, Four loaflet missions
wors flown distributing 300,000 loaflcts of tho torror end Chicu Hol
tyo. Tho leaflots Jirops were made in area of suspocted Viet Cuny Guor-
rilla concontrations,
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b, Intelligence: Contacts with VC were few, all being with smell VG
local force units, None of thuse were positively identified. Evidence %o
confim intellizence jgathored pricr to the operatiun was not zoined. The
NV.. Captoin who wes erptured on 18 Lor 66 may prove to be a very valucble
informant if information goined fron hin proves relicble.,

c. Toctical Operntions: The Trctical elements of the Brigade zzined
velusble experience in airmobile operztions and search ond dusiroy teche
niques due to the lorge number of separcte operatiuns which tuok place,
There was also acequete oppertunity to roguest and adjust arty fires and
TaC air strikes, The enewy rcaction was to flee without engazing Brijade
units, except by limited harrossing acticns.

Results for Operction DENVER are.as folluws:

(1) U3 _forces:
KH.=1
Wil=16

(2) Lustrolion Forces:
WHa-1

(3) New Zealand Forces:
None

(4) Viet Conz Forces:
KIa - 16 (BC) 15 (ost)
VCC~ 23
VCS= 45
Refuzces~ 97
Equipncnt Loss2s- .
(a) Weapuns: (3) US Carbines, (3) US shotzuns, (2) German
Mouser 98 riflus, (2) US M1 riflcs, (1) French
) M29 LiG, (1) US .45 ezl pistol,

(b) umunition: 482 s/a rds, (2) hand rronades, (3) rifle
grenades, (1) 8lma mortar round,

(c) Other:

1, Domolitions: 1 buoky trop

2, Comio: 1 racin

3. Tronspert: 1 bieycle

L. Ricot 344 tons

5. Docu.cnts: 2167

&, ilseollaneccus: 2«55 3ol drus, 1 mecienl kit, 422 as-

surted nedienl itons, 2 compasses, 1
loudspeaker, 1 ground flare, 13 Latter-
ics, 1 cerbine augnzine, 3 M29 wonnines
8, CONCLUSIONS AND Li8SSONS 1E/RIED:
a, Conclusionst

(1) Operation DENVER was voluable as a training vehicle, Arces in
which a noed for alditicnal training was evidunt were:

Map hoading & Navigation
Ad justuent of .rty Fire

March & Bivouac Diseipline
Villaguw Sverching

5
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. Detection and Jvoidance of booby Trops

Mudevae Precedures :
Hendlin: of POi's, Suspects, mnd Refugees
Coumunicaticns Sceurity

Loading & Lashing of Vehicles for Air Movement

(2) Airty H& I fires should Lo fired in sucll volleys,
(3) Use of flares and illwsinaticn wmust te reduced,
(4) An Adrborne obscrver must observe cvery .rtillery LZ preperation,

(5) ARVN units in the arez of operatiuns uust Le invelved in brigade
oeratiung whenover pussible,

(6) i Psy-iar plan must Lo worked cut for eceh operaticn,

(7) Response t. fire requests wust be rapicd whun intellizence re-
veals a lucrative target for clther irtillery or TiC adr.

(8) edical Aid Toenbs should be locoted away {row Airstrips ond
Helipads (oxcept Medevae wads) for sanitary rensons.

(9) Prisunors of Wor, Suspects, and Refugees must oil Le tazged

33

with 25 wuch cuaplete information as possible, This is nn absolute nccessity.

(10) Refugees must not Lo cunfused with other eivilians, Ordinary
civilians will have no desire to te relecatel in refugec huusing arccs.

(11) Trailer hitches should te welded on the front of sous vehicles
to aid in leading tredlers aboard aircrafi,

(12) Datteliens noy be atle tu improve landing zones uscu for oxe
tracticn to enhanee speed and oase of operation,

(13) There is little advantaje to te zained by a quick scarch and
dostroy operction. . unit needs time to do a thorouzh jubl.

(1) Doading pluns fur oir movement nust Le seloctive. hission cse
suntial equi went of all units should Lo Lrought in before cduinistrative
equipment tur othur units, !

L. Lossons Learncd:

(1) To save tiue in recovering VC rice caches, cach awider of a
unit should carry on cupty rice Log with hdm, Thore will Le ne nocessity
to Galay svecuvery while rice Lags are Lrought forwerd.

(2) Cloyuore minus rust be positioned where thoy can Lo olserved,

If not clescrved, they can be turned around Ly the VC, to point ot fricndly
furces,

(3) It is a gued iden to intrcduse replacanents dircetly into on

' operation rathes than allow them to wolt in tho recr area, The Battlefield
indoctrination purded is shortoned cunsicerably.

CONFIDENTIAL .

L A o e At 4 S AR ncan - - ¢ e ARGk e e . .o N ——

e R ARSI DNGEE:



FoRLed R m L

: ' CONFIDENTIAL 7L

AVAB=SC
SUBJECT: Combat Oper ticns ifter Actiun Report (MiCV/RCS/J3/32)

(4) In many cases, a bLattleficld cvecuation can be performed by
an ordinary UH-1D helicopter just as satisfactorily os by a specicl Mede
evac (Dustoff) aircraft, since Dustoff Airersft zre in high demand and
short supply, crdéinary UH=1D!s may provide quicker reaction,

. Ed A

CHARELY o SITTH
opb, <0G

FOR THE COMMANDER:

i:858 ;\G
ANNEXES ¢
h=Ble Base Schematic
B=0pns Schematic
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ANNEX A (Base Camp Area Schemltlc)

st hres Schematic)

#1/503d Inf and 2/503d Inf alterneted missions during the Operation, 2/503d
was the security rorcc from 1 until 1)—07. 1/503d was security force from
D"’7 untilbﬂ.l» ; OHT" Kiter Lo
IRTANEN ST SLnaty fores tro 3"','.1'\‘."

dal oo,
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APFENDIX 1 (Frag Order 1, D+2) to ANNEX B (Opns Schematic)
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APPENDIX 2 (Frag Order 2, ™3) to ANNEX B (Opns Schematic)
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. APPENDIX 3 (Frag Order 2, I+3) to ANNEX B
(Opna Sohemntieﬁ :
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APPENDIX 4 (Frag Order 3, D+i) to ANNEX B (Opns Schematic)
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. APFENDIX 6 (Frag Order 5, D+é, 7) to ANNEX B (Opns ichematic)
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APPENDIX 7 (Frag Order 5, D+é) to ANNEX B (Opns Schematic)
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" APPENDIX 8 (Freg Order 8, D*+7) to ANMEX B (Opns Schematic)
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APFENDIX 9 (Frag Order 10, 11, &) to ANNEX B (Opns Schematic)
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APPENDIX 10 (Frag Order 10, 11, D+9-11) to ANNEX B (Opns Schematic)
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APPENDIX 11 (Frag Order 10,11, D+12) to ANNEX B (Opne Schematic)
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PICLIINRY INVRIGOG.TTON KEPORT

1. Biograpuiezl Dut:.. Control Item Hr 66-5=930

a, Full name: Tili! DOIG

b, Alias: TUYET & TIEW

c. Rank: Ceptain (uv L)

d. VO/NVA unit assizment end ossiszned duties :  issistant to Contaot
Troining Chief at LAC SON Regluout Headquarters, Lost dission - sent to
DLy DIEM BUND II (YT 2787‘ o. licison triy to sct up cccomcdativns for
the 605th Lattalicn, DaC 300 iic;dmeat which wos uving swuth frew their :
Case camp area at YU 300355 an. was due tu arrive necr DI, DIEK LUl IX :

- (YT 285885) on 2111008 Lpr 66,

e, Dato and plzce of Lirth: 1930 at TRUNG DOIG villaje, Vill NI :
District, KHiNH HO. Provincc. :

f, Home of residence: BaC SOH Reinent Hoadquorters (YU 296377)

g. Parents namcs: Father - WRAN THOH (Deceased)

Mother - GUYER THI HANH

h, Educetion: 3 yvars - PHAP-VIET Schicol, Vil ¥INK District, KHANH
HOa Frovince,

i, Pulitical tendency: Nemter of WLFSVN

Jo lMarital status: Sinzle

k. Social class: Poor ’

1. Prior hilitery scrvice: VIET MINH 1948-1957

V.. 1959 ~ Present

n. u\,l wwives workinz for RVN or RVNAF: Tl NHIEU, age 32, Lrother in
~1VN, PP, 1954 ot VAN HINH District, KHLKH HO‘L Provinece, Tiuwl GIA, oge 42 ]
Lrothc.r, GLVN Villare Chief (Dececased 1953) at THUNG DORG Villeoge, Valy NINH ’
District, Kil.NH HOi Province. NGUYEN GIL.O, cje 47, brothor-inelaw, AhVE !
squad leader, VAN NINH District, KH.XNH HO. Province, TiUN THUOUG, ase 47,
cousin, ALVN Sgt Vil wilil District, KHANH HO.. Province,

2. Circuastances of erture or return to govermuent control.

2., When: 182330 ioril 1966

L. Where: YT 287970

e, Copbtured Ly or returncd to: Cox.x;mny B, lst leyal awstralion lhiejiuent

d. Docunients and woupons in pusscssicn when exptured or returned to jove
ermment control: 1 US 45 cal pisted, with holster, tronsier orlers frem M6
to BiC SO Lesiment, lebtur of introduction from Gl CT6 (Steif office Mib) to
LiC Sun Tlogiment Hen.qu*rtur», lotter of recamendation frum ¥R6 to 8i0th
Eattuiun, letter of cumceniativn from Puliticel Officer ot Mib.

3. Past ictivitiuvs:

1945 to 1948 ~ lived in TILNG DONG village, Vol NIGH District, KH/RH HOA
Provinco.

1948 to 1954 = lived in KHANH 1O, Province with varicus VIST HIKNH units,

1954 = Rogrouped o LVN with 3000 people from KHANY iiG. Irovince,

1954, Novunler to Docomlor 1955 attended 0CS .at (UE Lili City, JUANG TUOY :
Province, CHINA.

1956 to 1957 niliinry sorvico with 324th Division (WVA).

1957 to 1958 Worked as a woodeuttor in T.N Vil village, TduNH CUQHG Dis=
trict, NGHL .V Province, NVN,

1958, Joanuery to Moy 1960 lcenlled to swrvice and ossigned to 34th Division
90th lesimont, lst Lattalion, 3d Cenpany, 2nd Platoon, .

1960, Moy to Juas 1961 - Military service in NVN with vardous units,

1961, June =~ Infiltratoc with NVA unit through L.0S into SV,

1961, July to Muy 1963 = with VC unit in KILNH HO. Provinco,

1963, May to april 1966 = Kilitary Duty (VC) with various units.

1966 Ardil = Captured,

I/WL#/ e -
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Infiltration route from NVN to SVN is os follows:

1, Left NGHG iV Provines, iVh, 27 ipril 1961,

2, Went through W.NG LIGE Trovinee, BVN, 30 April 1961,

3.6 Entered L0075 hiny 1961 jnosing through L VI LuNG and LUONG PHIN, LACS
May 1961, .

4. Crossed icute #9 ncar TUNG XBEG mountein lote May 1961,

5. Left La08 ond ontered SV on 6 June 1961 ot unknowd lueation. 1% menths
afger infiltrotiin was caipleted source Lecame a membor of the NLFSVE on 20 July
1961.

Military Assiznments:

1948 = 1954 3 months troining et the KHLGH HOL Provineizl Unit , VIET MINH.

208 Iadependent Cawpany (Squad Leawcer). :

1954~1755 attended OCS at GUE Lidi City, iUalG T.Y Provines, CHINa.

1956-1057 issijned to 324th Division as a platoen leador.

1957-1958 Civilian

1958 licealled to service in VA,

1958-196C Platocn leader in 34th Division, 90th Lesinent, 1lst Dattalien,
3rd Cumpeny, 2nd Flatoon,

1960, Loy to Sep 1960-hssizned as Cormancing Officer, 2nd Campony, In-
filtration Grouy 600,

1960, Septemlor to Moy 1963 Commancing Offieer, 2nd Cumpzony, 120th Late
taliun, Source infiltraticn to SVN with this unit in Mid 1961,

1963, Moy to jugust 1964 Producticn Scetion Chicf L.

1964, hugust to September 1964 Inspected 840th Tettalion in QU.NG DUC Pro-
vince K58 District,

1964, Movenber to April 1966 Mib Stoff, ..ssistont Chisf for Cabot Troining

1966, 12 ipril to 19 ipril sssigned to LiC SON Regiuent as assistant Coue
bat Training Officer,

Source was involved in two harrossing actiuns in kiay 1962 st SUOI RUA Stream,
Dii NOI District, KHANH HO. Province. )

4o Areas of Spoeial Knowledzo:

Source was troined in NVN on the following weapons:

1. MS 49

2., Ui BAk

3. TULLE SiG

Le 60m Mortar

5. &um Hortar

6, 5Tl Lkt

7. MNaT MG (Waler coolud)

8., UD 45 eol pistol

9. M‘l

10, Curbine

Source know hew to opgrate o PiC-10 radiv,

Hilitary mevenent = 605th Lattolion » LiC SON Heziment was meving on 18 Apr
66 from their base position nenr PLUCC HUi (YU 300355) to a luéation noar DL, DIEM
EUNARD II (YT 285885), Itinerary rous south frus the Lese position to YU 3224
where they canped on the lst nishts worch., This arca is on the norihern bank
of the SCNG LE River, The UO5th Lattalion reswwd travel on 1300304 ipr 64 move
ing scutheast to & lucstiun on the northorn bank of the stroom leeated at YU3714.
This was the 2& uvernight stop, (05th Dattrliun was vu lonvo this arca un 201300H
Apr 66 and trovel coush seubhocst arrdving et Uio jaretion of tae trail and Mwy.
w1 on 202400 Apr 66. They were to proceed southwest along Hwy #Uy until day-
break. /bt this time thoy were to leave the highway on the sestern side at approx-
“imately 211100 ipr 65 and rest there for 2 days. Then on 23 Apr 66 they were to
bo mot by an azunt of the Contral Comalttec of the NLFSVN ond be taken further
south. Sourcu did not lmew their final destination, Source was to roturn to
BAC SCN lcgimont Huadquarturs encoe thu 605th Battnlion was picked up by tho ae
bove nontioned NIFEVN Agont,

Tt R =
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PRELIMINALY INTE).OG:TION REPCRT (Cont'd 66~5-930)

Source gave the following military crganization:

1, MR=6
1}
I l ) - T 1
Finance &
Staff Political Worksitg Preductic Etlcn:fi; Sceurity
Section Section } Section Secticn Saection
i
il
pT
2, BAC 3CY
I
. . =
i L il 1l <
d B L
632 603 &y 605 'l"'—
L

LW g

Artillery Company has

S,
3 X 57 Rk i
3X75 1R
3 X 8lrm Mortars e L.
3 X 12,7 HMG

The follewing persunalities were cbtained:

20,

Sr Colcnel NGUYSN Vil WGh = Chief 1T=6

Col SAU HAT = Asst Chief Mi-0

Lt Col MUOL CONG = Chisf, Staff Gectivn ili=b

Sr Capt Id VAll NAU = icst Chicf, Staff Section 1T=6

It Col VO THUIG = Chief, Polical Sectivn ll=6

Sr Capt Li VAl AU = Asst Chiuef, Yorksite l=6é

Sr Col NGUYE! Vil G4 - Chief, Vorksite ifwb

Rank Unlmown = CHIWH 70 = Chiuf, Finance & Leonowy Secticn idb
lod HGUYEN 1D = CO Bac Sen Lwgt

Mg NGUL:N HAL = XO Bac Scn lwgb

Sr Cnpt HUYNMH KIAT = CO 604th Bn

Sr Capt NGUYR BILN = CO 603rd Bn

Sr Capt HOUYEN Vill THISU = CO 605th Bn

8r Col GLLP VM CUCHS « CO 34th Div (NVN)

lng NGUYLN THUYLT - CO 90th Logt, 34th Div

Sp Copt MGUYAN VAN TIINH « CO lst Bn, 90th Regt, 34ith Div
MaJ Gen NGUYN DOAN = CG Hiwty (MVN)

lst Lt NGUYIY LAU = CO 3rd Co, 120th Bn

Capt N3UYd{ PHAP = CO, 4th Co, 120th Bn (Crbt Spt)

1st Lt L& Hal - XO 840th Bn

Twee® 73 CONFIDENTIAL
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PIELIEINALY INTUIGOSATION JWiPOLT (Cont'd 66-5=930)
5, lLssessnont cf scurce by interrogeticn/Intelligence cfficers,
4s Scurce is in gecd physical conditicn,
b, Source is knowledzeable on military metters.

c. Scurce was ccnfused ot tires during the interrcgaticn as ccncerng dates,
but ctherwise he was very ccoperative througheout the interrccation.
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