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a message from her excellency the governor-general  
of the commonwealth of australia, ms quentin bryce ac.

our Australian honours and awards celebrate our most cherished values.  
they help us to define and elevate what it means to be Australian, to be fully  
engaged in our democracy. 

By recognising outstanding contribution and achievement, they show us  
the rewards of giving to others, of respect for one another, of responsibility  
and citizenship. 

they emblazon our deeply held belief in the virtues of civility, compassion, 
dedication, courage and tenacity: the things that shape and strengthen our 
harmonious society.

Across a broad range of professional, public and community service, the  
recipients of these accolades are our truest guides to what matters most, and  
our guarantee of ensuring its continuance through outward evolution and change.

i want to give my warm praise and sincere gratitude to all recipients of honours  
and awards, past and present, for your extraordinarily rich and generous offerings.

On behalf Of all australians, i say thank yOu and well dOne.

secretaries Of the Order

sir david smith kcvo ao 17 February 1975 to 31 August 1990

dr robert douglas sturkey cvo am 1 september 1990 to 14 July 1998

Mr Martin Charles Bonsey ao cvo 15 July 1998 to 11 May 2003

Mr Malcolm John Hazell cvo am 12 May 2003 to 4 september 2008

Mr stephen Christopher Brady  5 september 2008 to Current
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intrOductiOn

the order of Australia is the pre-eminent way Australians recognise achievements 
and service of their fellow citizens. in the Australian honours system appointments 
to and awards in the order of Australia confer recognition for outstanding 
achievement and service. 

the Governor-General is Chancellor of the order and is charged with its 
administration and the appointment of its secretary. the official secretary  
to the Governor-General is the secretary of the order.

upon publication of their award, recipients are entitled to have the appropriate  
post-nominals placed after their name on all occasions when the use of such  
letters is customary. 

histOry

the order of Australia, instituted by Her Majesty the queen on 14 February 1975, 
was established as “an Australian society of honour for the purpose of according 
recognition to Australian citizens and other persons for achievement or for 
meritorious service”. 

the order comprised of a Civil division and a Military division, with three levels in 
each, Companion, officer and Member. on 24 May 1976 the queen, on the advice of 
the Prime Minister, changed the name of the Civil division to General division and 
added two further levels of award—a Knight and dame in the General division, each 
having equal status, and ranking above the Companion; and a Medal of the order in 
both the General division and Military division ranking below the Member. 

Her Majesty the queen approved further amendments to the Constitution of the 
order on 3 March 1986 which removed the Knight and dame level in the General 
division, but without prejudice to existing appointments.

general divisiOn

Australian citizens are eligible to receive awards in the General division. 
Nominations may be made by any person or organisation to the Australian Honours 
and Awards secretariat at Government House, Canberra.

All nominations are researched by the secretariat before submission to the Council 
for the order of Australia which is a body established under the Constitution of 
the order and is representative of the Australian community. the Council meets 
twice yearly and considers all nominations before making recommendations for 
awards to the Governor-General as Chancellor. the Chancellor lays the approved 
recommendations before the sovereign.

Awards in the order of Australia are publicly announced on Australia day  
(26 January) and the queen’s Birthday public holiday (June).
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Criteria for the levels are as follows:
• Appointments as Companions are made for eminent achievement and merit  

of the highest degree in service to Australia or to humanity at large.
• Appointments as officers are made for distinguished service of a high degree  

to Australia or to humanity at large.
• Appointments as Members may be made for service in a particular locality  

or field of activity or to a particular group.
• Awards of the Medal of the order may be made for service worthy of  

particular recognition.

People who are not Australian citizens can also be recognised by awards in the  
order of Australia. these are honorary awards and are processed by the Awards and 
Culture Branch of the department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. the Prime 
Minister recommends these awards to the Governor-General. the post-nominals 
and insignia are the same as for the General division. 

excluding honorary appointments, no more than 30 Companions, 125 officers and 
300 Members shall be appointed in any calendar year. there is no quota limitation 
on awards of the Medal of the order.

military divisiOn

Members of the Australian defence Force are eligible to receive awards in the  
order of Australia in the Military division. Members of the armed forces of a 
country other than Australia are eligible for honorary awards in the order of 
Australia in the Military division.

Nominations for awards in the Military division of the order are made to the 
Governor-General as Chancellor on the recommendation of the Minister for 
defence. the Chancellor lays the approved recommendations before the sovereign.

Criteria for the levels are as follows:
•  Appointments as Companions are made for eminent service in duties  

of great responsibility.
•  Appointments as officers are made for distinguished service in  

responsible positions.
•  Appointments as Members may be made for exceptional service  

or performance of duty.
•  Awards of the Medal of the order may be made for meritorious service  

or performance of duty. 

in any calendar year the number of appointments may not exceed one-tenth of one 
percent of the average number of persons who were members of the defence Force 
on each day of the immediately preceding year.
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i N s i G N i A  d e s i G N
The design for The insignia was conceived by Mr sTuarT devlin 

ao cMg in 1976. using The livery colours of The coMMonwealTh 

of ausTralia coaT of arMs—gold and royal blue—he TranslaTed 

an individual ball of waTTle blossoM inTo a siMple convex 

golden disc wiTh a rich TexTure of beads and radiaTing 

lines accenTuaTing a ring of blue enaMel represenTing The 

surrounding sea. The disc is surMounTed by an enaMelled 

crown signifying The posiTion of The sovereign as head of The 

order. The blue and gold TheMe is conTinued in The ribbon.

various insignia are illusTraTed in differenT sTyles. The acTual 

pieces for The Two divisions of The order are idenTical: To 

disTinguish beTween The divisions, The ribbon for The MiliTary 

division has a narrow gold band on each edge. The sTyle of 

MounTing May vary according To The wishes of The recipienTs.

9
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the sOvereign’s badge

the insignia of the sovereign of 
the order of Australia

the chancellOr’s badge

the Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia shall be  
the Chancellor of the order of Australia

the secretary’s badge

the secretary is appointed by the 
Governor-General
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noTe: These are no longer awarded

the knight and dame Of  
the Order Of australia

For extraordinary and pre-eminent achievement and 
merit in service to Australia or to humanity at large

neck decoraTion

badge
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cOmPaniOn Of the Order Of australia (ac) 

general divisiOn

For eminent achievement and merit of the highest 
degree in service to Australia or to humanity at large

military divisiOn

For eminent service in duties of great responsibility

noTe: awards in The MiliTary division are depicTed by a  
gold band 1.5 MilliMeTres wide on each edge of The ribbon

Officer Of the Order Of australia (aO) 

general divisiOn

For distinguished service of a high degree to  
Australia or to humanity at large

military divisiOn

For distinguished service in responsible positions
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member Of the Order Of australia (am) 

general divisiOn

For service in a particular locality or field of activity 
or to a particular group

military divisiOn

For exceptional service or performance of duty

medal Of the Order Of australia (Oam) 

general divisiOn

For service worthy of particular recognition

military divisiOn

For meritorious service or performance of duty

noTe: awards in The MiliTary division are depicTed by a  
gold band 1.5 MilliMeTres wide on each edge of The ribbon
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elizabeth r

Australia

elizabeth the second, by the grace of God queen of Australia and Her 
other realms and territories, Head of the Commonwealth: 

to all to whom these Presents shall come,

greeting:
whereas it is desirable that there be established an Australian society of honour 
for the purpose of according recognition to Australian citizens and other persons  
for achievement or for meritorious service:

know you that We, by these Presents, do establish a society of honour to be 
known as the “order of Australia”:

and we do ordain that the order shall consist of the sovereign, our Governor-
General of Australia and such members and honorary members as our Governor-
General, with our approval and in accordance with the Constitution of the order,  
shall appoint :

and we do further ordain that the Constitution of the order shall be the 
Constitution set out in the schedule:

and we do hereby command that a seal be; immediately engraven, that the seal 
shall be the seal of the order, that the ordinances of the order shall be signed by 
our Governor-General of Australia and sealed with the seal of the order, and that  
the ordinances so signed and sealed shall have the same force and effect as if they had  
been recited in these our letters Patent and given under the Great seal of Australia.

in witness whereof We have caused these our letters to be made Patent.

Given under the Great seal 
of Australia at our Court at 

st. James’s on 14 February 1975

By Her Majesty’s Command, 
e.g. whitlam
Prime Minister
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CoNstitutioN oF tHe  
order oF AustrAliA

as amended

made under

letters Patent

this compilation was prepared on 2 April 2009 
taking into account amendments up to letters Patent dated 30 April 2003  
(lP 2003 No. s197)

Prepared by the office of legislative drafting and Publishing, 
Attorney-General’s department, Canberra
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the Order Of australia

1 (1)  the order of Australia (hereinafter called ‘the order’) shall consist of 
a General division and a Military division.

 (2)  A person appointed to the order shall be appointed in the General  
division or in the Military division.

 (3)  Appointments to the order shall be as Companion, officer, or Member.

 (4)  there shall be a Medal of the order called the ‘Medal of the order  
of Australia’.

 (5)  every Australian citizen appointed to the order or awarded the Medal  
of the order is a member of the order, and every other person appointed  
to the order or awarded the Medal of the order is an honorary member  
of the order.

Officers Of and cOuncil fOr the Order Of australia

2 (1)  the Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia shall be 
the Chancellor of the order and the Principal Companion in the  
General division.

 (2)  Where a person ceases to hold office as Governor-General, he or she  
shall continue to be a member of the order in the General division in  
the class of membership that he or she held immediately before ceasing  
to hold that office.

2a (1)  the Governor-General shall have precedence, after the sovereign, of all 
other members of the order.

 (2)  His royal Highness Charles, Prince of Wales, shall have precedence in the 
order immediately after the Governor-General.

3   the Chancellor is charged with the administration of the order.

4 (1)  there shall be a Council for the order, hereinafter called “the Council” 
which shall consist of—

  (a)  ************************

  (b)  the Vice-President of the Federal executive Council; 
  (c)  the person for the time being occupying, or performing the duties 

of, the office prescribed for the purposes of this paragraph by 
the Minister responsible for the administration of the Australian 
honours system or any Minister or member of the executive Council 
acting for or on behalf of that Minister; and

  (d)  the person for the time being occupying the office of Chief of the 
defence Force or, if another office is prescribed for the purpose of 
this paragraph, the person occupying the office so prescribed; and
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  (e)  16 persons appointed by the Governor-General, of whom:
   (i)  8 shall be nominated by the Prime Minister; and 
   (ii)  one shall be nominated by the state of New south Wales; and
   (iii)  one shall be nominated by the state of Victoria; and
   (iv)  one shall be nominated by the state of queensland; and
   (v)  one shall be nominated by the state of Western Australia; and
   (vi)  one shall be nominated by the state of south Australia; and
   (vii)  one shall be nominated by the state of tasmania; and
   (viii)  one shall be nominated by the Northern territory of Australia; 

and
   (ix) one shall be nominated by the Australian Capital territory.

 (2)  A member of the Council referred to in paragraph (1) (e) shall hold office 
for a period of two years from the date of appointment and is eligible for 
re-appointment.

 (3)  the Governor-General shall:
  (a)  on the recommendation of the Prime Minister, appoint one of the 

members appointed under subparagraph (1) (e) (i) to be Chairman  
of the Council; and 

  (b)  in the event of the Chairman being unavailable to act in the office, 
appoint another member appointed under subparagraph (1) (e) (i)  
to act as Chairman of the Council.

 (4)  if a member of the Council is absent or unable to act in that capacity,  
the member may be represented on the Council:

  (a)  if the member is the Vice-President of the Federal executive 
Council—by another member of the Federal executive Council  
under summons chosen, in accordance with arrangements made  
by the Governor-General, to act in the member’s place as a member 
of the Council; or 

  (b)  if the member is a member referred to in paragraph (1) (c) or (d) 
or subparagraph (1) (e) (ii), (iii), (iv), (v), (vi), (vii), (viii) or (ix)— 
by a person chosen, in accordance with arrangements made by  
the Governor-General, to act in the member’s place as a member  
of the Council.

5 the Council shall—
  (a)  consider nominations of Australian citizens for appointment to the 

order and for the award of the Medal of the order; 
  (b)  make recommendations to the Governor-General in relation to those 

nominations; and
  (c)  advise the Governor-General on such other matters concerning 

the order as the Governor-General may refer to the Council for 
consideration.
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5a (1)  10 members of the Council constitute a quorum for the transaction of the 
business of the Council.

 (2)  in this section, ‘member of the Council’ includes a person chosen to act, 
under subsection 4 (4), in the place of a member mentioned in paragraph 4 
(1) (b), (c), (d) or (e).

6 (1)  there shall be a secretary of the order who shall be appointed by the 
Governor-General.

 (2)  the secretary shall maintain the records of the order and of the Council,  
and shall perform such other functions in respect of the order as the  
Governor-General directs.

7   the Governor-General may appoint such other officials for the order as 
are, in the Governor-General’s sole discretion, considered to be necessary 
for the purpose.

8   A person is not a member of the order by reason only of that person being 
a member of the Council or an official of the order.

aPPOintments and awards

9   Appointments (including honorary appointments) to the order and 
awards of the Medal of the order shall be made, with the approval of  
the sovereign, by instrument signed by the Governor-General and  
sealed with the seal of the order.

10   Nothing in this Constitution limits the right of the Governor-General to 
exercise all powers and authorities of the sovereign in respect of the order.

general divisiOn

eligibility fOr aPPOintment

11 (1)  Australian citizens including members of the defence Force, are eligible 
to be appointed to the order as members in the General division.

 (2)  Persons other than Australian citizens are eligible to be appointed to the  
order as honorary members in the General division.

 (3)  the Medal of the order in the General division may be awarded to 
Australian citizens and other persons.

Order Of australia—cOmPaniOns in the general divisiOn

12 (1)  Appointments as Companions or honorary Companions in the General 
division shall be made for eminent achievement and merit of the highest  
degree in service to Australia or to humanity at large.

 (2)  Notwithstanding subsection (1), a distinguished person who is not an  
Australian citizen may be appointed an honorary Companion in the General 
division where it is desirable that the person be honoured by Australia.



21

13  ************************

14   the Governor-General may appoint to be Companions in the General 
division, other than honorary Companions, not more than 30 persons  
in any calendar year.

Order Of australia—Officers in the general divisiOn

15 (1)  Appointments as officers or honorary officers in the General division 
shall be made for distinguished service of a high degree to Australia or  
to humanity at large.

 (2)  Notwithstanding subsection (1), a distinguished person who is not an 
Australian citizen may be appointed an honorary officer in the General 
division where it is desirable that the person be honoured by Australia.

16   the Governor-General may appoint to be officers in the General 
division, other than honorary officers, not more than 125 persons in  
any calendar year.

Order Of australia—members in the general divisiOn

17 (1)  Appointments as Members or honorary Members in the General division 
may be made for service in a particular locality or field of activity or to a 
particular group.

 (2)  Notwithstanding subsection (1), a person who is not an Australian citizen 
may be appointed an honorary Member in the General division where it  
is desirable that the person be honoured by Australia.

18   the Governor-General may appoint to be Members in the General 
division, other than honorary Members, not more than 300 persons  
in any calendar year.

medal Of the Order Of australia—awards in the general divisiOn

18a   Awards of the Medal of the order in the General division may be made 
for service worthy of particular recognition.

nOminatiOns

19 (1)  Any person or organisation may submit to the secretary of the order 
for consideration by the Council a nomination of an Australian citizen 
for appointment to the order as a member in the General division or a 
nomination of a person for the award of the Medal of the order in the 
General division.

 (2)  upon the recommendation of the Prime Minister, appointments to the 
order as honorary members in the General division may be made by the 
Governor-General.
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military divisiOn

eligibility fOr aPPOintment

20 (1)  the following are eligible to be appointed to the order as members in the 
Military division:

  (a)  members of the defence Force; and 
  (b)  former members of the defence Force whose defence Force service  

has ceased for not more than one year; and
  (c)  other persons determined by the Minister for defence for the 

purposes of this paragraph.

 (2)  Members of the armed forces of a country other than Australia are  
eligible to be appointed to the order as honorary members in the  
Military division.

 (3)  in any calendar year, the number of appointments, other than honorary 
appointments, to the Military division, shall not exceed one-tenth of 
one per cent of the average number of persons who were members of the 
defence Force on each day of the immediately preceding year.

 (4)  the Medal of the order in the Military division may be awarded to:
  (a)  members of the defence Force; and 
  (b)  former members of the defence Force whose defence Force service 

has ceased for not more than one year; and
  (c)  other persons determined by the Minister for defence for the 

purposes of this paragraph.

Order Of australia—cOmPaniOns in the military divisiOn

21 (1)  Appointments as Companions or honorary Companions in the 
Military division shall be made for eminent service in duties of  
great responsibility.

 (2)  the Governor-General may, in any calendar year, appoint as Companions 
in the Military division, other than honorary Companions, a number of 
persons that is not greater than the number of persons that most closely 
approximates to five per cent of the total number of persons who may be 
appointed under subsection 20 (3) to all categories of membership, other 
than honorary membership, in the Military division in that year.

Order Of australia—Officers in the military divisiOn

22 (1)  Appointments as officers or honorary officers in the Military division 
shall be made for distinguished service in responsible positions.

 (2)  the Governor-General may, in any calendar year, appoint as officers 
in the Military division, other than honorary officers, a number of 
persons that is not greater than the number of persons that most closely 
approximates to twenty per cent of the total number of persons who may 
be appointed under subsection 20 (3) to all categories of membership, 
other than honorary membership, in the Military division in that year.
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Order Of australia—members in the military divisiOn

23   Appointments as Members or honorary Members in the Military division 
may be made for exceptional service or performance of duty.

medal Of the Order Of australia—awards in the military divisiOn

23a   Awards of the Medal of the order in the Military division may be made 
for meritorious service or performance of duty.

nOminatiOns

24 (1)  upon the recommendation of the Minister for defence, appointments to 
the order as members in the Military division and awards of the Medal of 
the order in the Military division may be made by the Governor-General.

 (2)  upon the recommendation of the Minister for defence, appointments to 
the order as honorary members in the Military division may be made by 
the Governor-General.

terminatiOn Of membershiP in the Order and cancellatiOn  
Of an award Of the medal

25 (1)  A person does not cease to be a member or honorary member of the order 
by reason only of that person ceasing to be eligible to be appointed to the 
order or to be awarded the Medal of the order.

 (2) A person ceases to be a member or honorary member of the order upon—
  (a)  the death of the person; 
  (b)  the resignation of the person from the order in writing, which 

resignation shall have effect from the day on which it is accepted by  
the Governor-General;

  (c)  the termination of the appointment of the person to the order by 
ordinance; or

  (d)  the cancellation of the award to the person of the Medal of the order  
by ordinance.

 (3)  An appointment that has been terminated, or an award of the Medal of 
the order that has been cancelled, may be restored by ordinance.

26  ************************
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insignia

27   When worn in Australia by an Australian citizen, the insignia of the order 
shall be worn in the prescribed manner.

28 (1)  except as otherwise provided by ordinance, the insignia of the order shall 
remain the property of the order.

 (2)  Where a person ceases, otherwise than by death, to be a member of the 
order, that person shall forthwith return to the secretary of the order the 
insignia of the order.

seal

29   the Governor-General shall have the custody of the seal of the order.

Ordinances Of the Order

30   the Governor-General may make ordinances, not inconsistent with 
this Constitution, prescribing all matters that are required or permitted 
by this Constitution to be prescribed, or necessary or convenient to  
be prescribed for carrying out or giving effect to this Constitution and,  
in particular, prescribing matters for:

  (a)  the government of the order; 
  (b)  the insignia of the order;
  (c)  the designations of members of the order and persons who have  

been awarded the Medal of the order; and
  (d)  investitures; and
  (e)  terminations and cancellations.

nOtes tO the cOnstitutiOn Of the Order Of australia

nOte 1

the Constitution of the Order of Australia (in force under Letters Patent) as shown in 
this compilation is amended as indicated in the tables on the following pages. 
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ordiNANCe 
i, sir ninian martin stephen, the Governor-General of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, hereby make the following ordinance in pursuance of 
section 30 of the Constitution of the order of Australia.

dated this fourteenth day of April, 1983.

 governor-general

sealed with the seal of the order 
of Australia in the presence of -  
 official secretary to  
 the governor-general

CouNCil ordiNANCe

shOrt title

1  this ordinance may be cited as the Council ordinance.

interPretatiOn

2  in this ordinance, “Constitution” means the Constitution of the order 
of Australia.

Office Prescribed fOr PurPOse Of ParagraPh 4(1)(c) Of cOnstitutiOn

3  the office of secretary to the department of the special Minister of state is 
prescribed for the purpose of paragraph 4 (1) (c) of the Constitution.
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Governor-General of the Commonwealth of  
Australia and Chancellor of 

the order of Australia 
dated  4th November  1993

douglas sturkey secretary of 
the order of Australia

i, william george hayden, Governor-General of the Commonwealth of 
Australia, acting under section 30 of the Constitution of the order of Australia, revoke 
the insignia ordinance made on 1 February 1977 and make the following ordinance.

sealed with the seal of the order  
of Australia in the presence of:
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iNsiGNiA ordiNANCe

shOrt title

1   this ordinance may be cited as the insignia ordinance.

interPretatiOn

2 (1)  in this ordinance, “Constitution” means the Constitution of the order 
of Australia.

 (2)  unless the contrary intention appears, an expression used in the 
Constitution and in this ordinance has the same meaning in this 
ordinance as in the Constitution.

 (3) Definition of “member”

   A “member of the order of Australia” means any person who has received 
the approval of the sovereign to wear the insignia of Knight or dame, 
Companion, officer, or Member or the Medal of the order of Australia.

 (4)  A reference in this ordinance to the ribbon of the order in relation  
to insignia of a member of the order is:

  (a)  in the case of a member of the order in the General division— 
a reference to the ribbon of the order in the General division, and

  (b)  in the case of a member of the order in the Military division— 
a reference to the ribbon of the order in the Military division.

emblem Of the Order

3   the emblem of the order is a single flower of mimosa, represented in 
the form of a convex disc.

ribbOn Of the Order

4 (1)  ribbons of the order in the General division are of moire royal 
blue material in three sizes, being 38 millimetres, 32 millimetres 
and 16 millimetres wide; the widest ribbon having a central band 
12 millimetres wide of scattered golden mimosa blossoms of various  
sizes, the other widths having the same pattern in proportion.

 (2)  ribbons of the order in the Military division are of the sizes, colours and  
pattern described in sub-regulation 4 (1) with a gold band 1.5 millimetres 
wide on each edge.
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insignia Of the sOvereign

5   the insignia of the sovereign of the order is a Badge of the same material, 
fashion and size as the Breast Badge of a Knight or dame of the order but 
with such alterations as distinguish the royal dignity.

insignia Of the chancellOr

6   the insignia of the Chancellor of the order is a Badge of the same 
material, fashion and size as the Breast Badge of a Knight or dame of the 
order but with such alterations and additions as the sovereign approves.

insignia Of knight and dame

7 (1)  the insignia of a Knight of the order consists of a Neck Badge and a 
Breast Badge.

 (2)  the insignia of a dame of the order consists of a Neck (or shoulder)  
Badge and a Breast Badge.

 (3)  the Neck Badge of a Knight and the Neck/shoulder Badge of a dame 
consists of the emblem of the order, approximately 60 millimetres in 
diameter, of gold, jewelled and having in the centre of its convex surface, 
within a circle of gold, a representation of the Arms of the Commonwealth 
of Australia in full colour on a background of blue with two branches of 
mimosa in gold, the whole ensigned with the Crown of saint edward in 
full colour.

 (4)  the Breast Badge of a Knight or dame consists of the emblem of the 
order, approximately 80 millimetres in diameter, of gold, jewelled and 
having the same design and ensignment as the insignia described in 
sub-regulation 7 (3).

  manner Of wearing knight Or dame insignia

 (5)  the Neck Badge of a Knight shall be worn about the neck suspended from 
the 16 millimetre ribbon of the order.

 (6)  the Neck/shoulder Badge of a dame shall be worn either as for a Knight  
as described in sub-regulation 7 (5) or, if preferred by the recipient, on 
the left shoulder suspended from the 38 millimetre wide ribbon of the 
order tied in a bow.

 (7)  the Breast Badge of a Knight or dame shall be worn above the waist on the 
left side of the coat or outer garment.
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insignia Of cOmPaniOn

8 (1)  the insignia of a Companion of the order is a Badge consisting of the 
emblem of the order, approximately 60 millimetres in diameter, of gold, 
jewelled, ensigned with the Crown of saint edward in full colour and 
having in the centre of its convex surface a circlet of blue enamel edged in 
gold, inscribed with the word “australia” in gold flanked by two sprigs 
of mimosa in gold.

 manner Of wearing cOmPaniOn insignia

 (2)  Female recipients not in uniform may wear the insignia as for the Neck/
shoulder Badge of a dame as described in sub-regulation 7 (6). All other 
recipients wear the insignia as for the Neck Badge of a Knight as described 
in sub-regulation 7 (5).

insignia Of Officer

9 (1)  the insignia of an officer of the order is a Badge consisting of the 
emblem of the order, approximately 55 millimetres in diameter, of gold-
plated silver, ensigned with the Crown of saint edward in full colour and 
having in the centre of its convex surface the same design as the insignia 
of a Companion as described in sub-regulation 8 (1).

 manner Of wearing Officer insignia

 (2)  Female recipients not in uniform may wear the insignia as for the Neck/
shoulder Badge of a dame as described in sub-regulation 7 (6). All other 
recipients wear the insignia as for the Neck Badge of a Knight as described 
in sub-regulation 7 (5).

insignia Of member

10 (1)  the insignia of a Member of the order is a Badge consisting of the 
emblem of the order, approximately 45 millimetres in diameter, of  
gold-plated silver, ensigned with the Crown of saint edward in full  
colour and having in the centre of its convex surface a circlet of the same 
material as the emblem containing the word “australia” flanked by 
two sprigs of mimosa.

 manner Of wearing member insignia

 (2)  the Badge of a Member of the order, when worn by women in uniform, 
and by men, shall be worn on the left breast suspended from the 
38 millimetre wide ribbon of the order.

 (3)  the Badge of a member of the order, when worn by women not in 
uniform, may be worn in the same manner as described in sub-regulation 
10 (2), or if preferred by the recipient, may be worn on the left shoulder 
suspended from a ribbon of the order tied in a bow.
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medal Of the Order

11 (1)  the Medal of the order consists of the emblem of the order, 
approximately 40 millimetres in diameter, of gold-plated silver, ensigned 
with the Crown of saint edward in gold-plated silver and having in the 
centre of its convex surface a circlet of the same material as the emblem 
containing the word “australia” and two sprigs of mimosa.

 manner Of wearing medal insignia

 (2)  the Medal of the order, when worn by women in uniform, and by men, 
shall be worn on the left breast suspended from a bar attached to the 32 
millimetre wide ribbon of the order.

 (3)  the Medal of the order, when worn by women not in uniform, may be 
worn in the same manner as described in sub-regulation 11 (2) or if 
preferred by the recipient, may be worn on the left shoulder suspended 
from a bar attached to the 32 millimetre ribbon of the order tied in a bow.

miniatures

12 (1)  the miniature insignia of the order consists of the emblem of the order, 
approximately 20 millimetres in diameter, ensigned with the Crown of 
saint edward. the miniature for a Knight, dame or Companion has a 
jewelled centre, that for an officer or Member has an enamelled blue 
centre and that of the Medal has a plain gold centre.

 manner Of wearing miniatures

 (2)  Miniatures are worn on the left breast suspended from the 16 millimetre 
wide ribbon of the order, either from a medal bar with miniatures of 
other awards held, or singly if it is the recipient’s only award. Women not 
in uniform may, if this is the only award, prefer to wear their miniature on 
the left shoulder attached to the 16 millimetre ribbon of the order tied in 
a bow, otherwise it should be worn with other miniatures mounted on a 
medal bar.

laPel badges

13   lapel Badges of the order consist of the emblem of the order, 
approximately 10 millimetres in diameter. the lapel Badge for a Knight, 
dame or Companion has a jewelled centre, that for an officer or Member 
has an enamelled blue centre and that of the Medal has a plain gold centre.

badge Of secretary

14 (1)  the Badge of the secretary of the order has two crossed quills of gold-
plated silver surmounted by the emblem of the order, approximately 55 
millimetres in diameter and also of gold-plated silver, the emblem being 
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ensigned with the Crown of saint edward in full colour and having in 
the centre of its convex surface a circlet of blue enamel edged with gold, 
inscribed with the word “australia” flanked by two sprigs of mimosa 
in gold.

 manner Of wearing badge Of secretary

 (2) the Badge of the secretary of the order is worn: 
  (a)  at ceremonies of the order—suspended from a gold chain about  

the neck; and 
  (b)  on other occasions—in the manner prescribed for the wearing of  

the insignia of a Companion in the General division.

Precedence

15 (1)  An award of the order in the General division takes precedence over the 
same level of award in the Military division.

 (2)  insignia of the order should be mounted in accordance with the 
Australian order of Precedence of Honours and Awards as approved from 
time to time by the sovereign and worn in accordance with the booklet 
“A Guide to the Wearing of insignia” issued by the office of the official 
secretary to the Governor-General.

armOrial bearings

16 (1)  in any Armorial Bearings granted by the Garter Principal King of Arms to 
a member of the order, armorial indications of rank within the order may  
be included in accordance with this sub-regulation.

 (2) Knights and dames may be granted supporters.

 (3)  A Knight, dame, Companion or officer of the order may surround his 
or her armorial bearings with a circlet of the same design and colours as 
the circlet that is at the centre of the Badge of a Companion of the order 
and may suspend therefrom a representation of the ribbon of the order 
together with:

  (a)  in the case of a Knight or dame—a representation of the Neck Badge  
of a Knight; and

  (b)  in the case of a Companion or officer—a representation of his or  
her Badge.

 (4)  A Member of the order may suspend a representation of the Badge of 
Member and the ribbon of the order from the bottom of the escutcheon 
containing his or her armorial bearings.

 (5)  the holder of a Medal of the order may suspend a representation of the 
Medal and the ribbon of the order from the bottom of the escutcheon 
containing his or her armorial bearings.
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return Of insignia On PrOmOtiOn

17 (1)  A person, previously appointed to the order at the level of Member or 
officer, who is subsequently appointed to a higher class of membership  
in the same division, shall wear the insignia of the higher award only.  
the person shall also return to the secretary of the order the insignia  
of the lower class of membership.

medal hOlder tO retain insignia On PrOmOtiOn

 (2)  A holder of the Medal of the order who is subsequently appointed to 
the order at any level in the same division shall wear the insignia of the 
higher award only. it is not necessary to return to the secretary of the 
order the insignia of the Medal of the order, but this should not be worn.

member in bOth divisiOns tO retain insignia in bOth divisiOns

18 (1)  A person who has been appointed at the level of Member or higher to both 
the General division and the Military division of the order is entitled to 
retain and wear the insignia of both divisions.

 (2)  A holder of the Medal of the order in one division who is subsequently 
appointed to the order at any level in the other division is entitled to 
retain and wear the insignia of both divisions.
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desiGNAtioNs ANd 
iNsiGNiA ordiNANCe

as amended

made under section 30 of the

cOnstitutiOn Of the Order Of australia

this compilation was prepared on 21 May 2009 
taking into account amendments up to Changes to the designations and insignia 
ordinance (dated 17 August 1993)

Prepared by the office of legislative drafting and Publishing, 
Attorney-General’s department, Canberra
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shOrt title (see nOte 1)

1   this ordinance may be cited as the designations and insignia ordinance.

interPretatiOn

2 (1)  in this ordinance, “Constitution” means the Constitution of the order 
of Australia.

 (2)  unless the contrary intention appears, an expression used in the 
Constitution and in this ordinance has the same meaning in this 
ordinance as in the Constitution.

designatiOns Of members Of the Order Of australia and Of hOlders 
Of the medal Of the Order Of australia

3   A member of the order of Australia or a person awarded the Medal of the 
order of Australia is entitled—

  (a)  in the case of a Knight or dame—to use the title “sir” or “dame”,  
as the case may be, before his or her name;

  (b)  in the case of a Knight or dame, or honorary Knight or dame—
   (i)  to have the letters “AK” or “Ad”, as the case may be, placed 

after his or her name on all occasions when the use of such 
letters is customary; and 

   (ii)  to wear as a decoration the prescribed insignia for Knights  
of the order or dames of the order, as the case may be;

  (c)  in the case of a Companion, or honorary Companion—
   (i)  to have the letters “AC” placed after his or her name on all 

occasions when the use of such letters is customary; and
   (ii)  to wear as a decoration the prescribed insignia for Companions  

of the order;
  (d)  in the case of an officer, or honorary officer—
   (i)  to have the letters “Ao” placed after his or her name on all 

occasions when the use of such letters is customary; and
   (ii)  to wear as a decoration the prescribed insignia for officers  

of the order;
  (e)  in the case of a Member, or honorary Member—
   (i)  to have the letters “AM” placed after his or her name on all  

occasions when the use of such letters is customary; and
   (ii)  to wear as a decoration the prescribed insignia for Members  

of the order;
  (f) in the case of the holder of the Medal of the order—
   (i)  to have the letters “oAM” placed after his or her name on  

all occasions when the use of such letters is customary; and
   (ii)  to wear as a decoration the prescribed insignia for holders  

of the Medal of the order.
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4 (1)  A person, previously appointed to the order at the level of Member or 
officer in either the General division or in the Military division who 
is subsequently appointed to a higher class of membership in the same 
division, shall place after his or her name on all occasions when the use  
of such letters is customary, the letters of the higher award only.

 (2)  A holder of the Medal of the order in either the General division or in  
the Military division who is subsequently appointed to the order at 
any level in the same division, shall place after his or her name on all 
occasions when the use of such letters is customary, the letters of the 
higher award only.

5 (1)  A person, previously appointed to the order at the level of Member or 
officer in either the General division or in the Military division who 
is subsequently appointed to a higher class of membership in the other 
division, may identify the two awards by placing after his or her name on 
all occasions when the use of such letters is customary, the letters of both 
awards adding explanatory parentheses to the lower award, for example 
AC, Ao (Mil).

 (2)  A holder of the Medal of the order in either the General division or in the 
Military division who is subsequently appointed to the order at any level  
in the other division, may identify the two awards by placing after his or 
her name on all occasions when the use of such letters is customary, the 
letters of both awards adding explanatory parentheses to the lower award, 
for example AM, oAM (Gen).
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nOtes tO the cOnstitutiOn Of the Order Of australia

nOte 1

the designations and insignia ordinance (in force under section 30 of the 
Constitution of the Order of Australia) as shown in this compilation is amended 
as indicated in the tables below. 

table Of instruments

title

date Of  

nOtificatiOn  

in gazette 

date Of  

cOmmencement
Outline Of  
changes

designations and  
insignia ordinance  

15 April 1986  
(see Gazette 1986, 
No. s167)

12 March 1986

Changes to the designations and 
insignia ordinance  

19 August 1993  
(see Gazette 1993,
No. s256)

17 August 1993 —

table Of amendments
ad. = added or inserted   |   am. = amended   |   rep. = repealed   |   rs. = repealed and substituted

PrOvisiOn affected hOw affected

s. 4 ad. 1993 No. s256

s. 5 ad. 1993 No. s256



42

terMiNAtioNs ANd 
CANCellAtioNs ordiNANCe

as amended

made under section 30 of the

cOnstitutiOn Of the Order Of australia

this compilation was prepared on 11 March 2009 
taking into account amendments up to september 2007 No. s177

Prepared by the office of legislative drafting and Publishing, 
Attorney General’s department, Canberra
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shOrt title

1   this ordinance may be cited as the terminations and 
Cancellations ordinance.

interPretatiOn

2 (1)  in this ordinance, “Constitution” means the Constitution of the 
order of Australia.

 (2)  unless the contrary intention appears, an expression used in the 
Constitution and in this ordinance has the same meaning in this 
ordinance as in the Constitution.

terminatiOn and cancellatiOn Of aPPOintments and awards

3 (1)   the Governor-General may, in writing:
  (a)  terminate an appointment of a person as a member of the 

order of Australia for a reason mentioned in section 4; or
  (b)  terminate an appointment of a person as an honorary member  

of the order of Australia for a reason mentioned in section 4; or
  (c)  cancel an award to a person of the Medal of the order of Australia  

for a reason mentioned in section 4.

 (2)   the Governor-General may terminate an appointment, or cancel an 
award, with the advice of:

  (a)  in the case of an appointment or award in the General division of  
the order—the Council; and

  (b)  in the case of an appointment or award in the Military division of  
the order—the Minister of state for defence.

 (3)  the Governor-General may terminate an appointment, or cancel an 
award, without the advice of the Council or the Minister of state for 
defence if the Governor-General considers it appropriate to do so.

reasOns fOr terminatiOn Or cancellatiOn

4 (1)  the Governor-General may terminate an appointment, or cancel an 
award, if a conviction for a crime or offence under:

  (a) a law of the Commonwealth, a state or a territory; or
  (b) a law of a foreign country;
  has been recorded in relation to the holder of the appointment or award.

 (2)  the Governor-General may terminate an appointment, or cancel an 
award, if:

  (a)  a civil penalty under a law of the Commonwealth, a state or a 
territory; or

  (b)  a penalty of a similar kind under a law of a foreign country; 
  has been imposed on the holder of the appointment or award.
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 (3)  the Governor-General may terminate an appointment, or cancel 
an award, if a court, tribunal or other body exercising judicial or 
administrative power under:

  (a) a law of the Commonwealth, a state or a territory; or
  (b) a law of a foreign country;
   has made a finding that is adverse to the holder of the appointment  

or award (including a circumstance in which the holder is found guilty  
of an offence without the recording of a conviction).

 (4)  the Governor-General may terminate an appointment, or cancel an 
award, if, in the opinion of the Governor-General, the holder of the 
appointment or award has behaved or acted in a manner that has brought 
disrepute on the order.

 (5)  the Governor-General may terminate an appointment, or cancel an 
award, if the Governor-General is satisfied that:

  (a)  any information on which a recommendation to make the 
appointment or give the award was based was false or misleading  
in a material particular; or

  (b)  any information on which the decision to make the appointment 
or give the award was based was false or misleading in a material 
particular.

 (6)  the Governor-General may terminate an appointment, or cancel an 
award, if the Governor-General is satisfied that it would not have been 
desirable to make the appointment or give the award because of;

  (a)  information that was not available to the Council or the Minister 
of state for defence when the recommendation to make the 
appointment or give the award was made (whether or not the 
information existed when the recommendation or decision was 
made); or

  (b)  information that was not available to the Governor-General when 
the decision to make the appointment or give the award was made 
(whether or not the information existed when the recommendation 
or decision was made).

nOtice tO PersOn affected—recOmmendatiOn under subsectiOn 3 (2)

5 (1)  the secretary of the order must notify, in writing, a person whose 
appointment or award has been recommended for termination or 
cancellation under sub-section 3 (2) of the proposed action and the 
reasons for the proposed action.

 (2)  A person who receives a notice may, not more than 30 days after the  
date of the notice, lodge with the secretary an objection in writing to  
the proposed action.
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 (3)  As soon as practicable after the receipt of an objection, the secretary  
must provide a copy of the objection:

  (a)  if the objection relates to an appointment or award in the General 
division of the order—to the Council; or

  (b)  if the objection relates to an appointment or award in the Military 
division of the order—to the Minister of state for defence.

 (4)  if the secretary of the order has not received an objection in response  
to a notice after the expiry of 35 days after the notice was sent, the 
secretary must:

  (a)  write to the person informing the person that no response has  
been received; and

  (b)  advise the Council or the Minister of state for defence, as the  
case may be, that no response has been received.

 (5)  the Council or the Minister of state for defence must make a 
recommendation to the Governor-General not later than 30 days  
after receiving a copy of the objection or advice from the secretary.

 (6)  if the secretary receives an objection after the Council or Minister of state 
for defence has made a recommendation to the Governor-General, the 
objection must be disregarded.

nOtice tO PersOn affected—cOnsideratiOn under subsectiOn 3 (3) 

6 (1)   the secretary of the order must notify, in writing, a person whose 
appointment or award has been considered for termination or 
cancellation under sub-section 3 (3) of the proposed action and  
the reasons for the proposed action.

 (2)  A person who receives a notice may, not more than 30 days after  
the date of the notice, lodge with the secretary an objection in writing  
to the proposed action.

 (3)  As soon as practicable after the receipt of an objection, the secretary  
must give a copy of the objection to the Governor General.

 (4)  if the secretary of the order has not received an objection in response  
to a notice after the expiry of 35 days after the notice was sent,  
the secretary must:

  (a)  write to the person informing the person that no response has been 
received; and

  (b)  notify the Governor-General that no response has been received.

 (5)  if the secretary receives an objection after the secretary has notified  
the Governor-General as required under subsection (4), the objection 
must be disregarded.
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gazettal

7   the secretary of the order must arrange for notice of the termination 
of an appointment, or the cancellation of an award, to be published in the 
Commonwealth of Australia Gazette.

restOratiOn

8   the Governor-General may, in writing, restore an appointment that has 
been terminated, or an award that has been cancelled, under section 3.

 

nOtes tO the terminatiOns and cancellatiOns Ordinance

nOte 1

the Terminations and Cancellations Ordinance (in force under section 30 of the 
Constitution of the Order of Australia) as shown in this compilation is amended as 
indicated in the tables below. 

table Of instruments

title

date Of  

nOtificatiOn  

in gazette 

date Of  

cOmmencement
Outline Of  
changes

terminations and  
Cancellations ordinance

2 August 1992 
(see Gazette 1992, 
No. s223)

7 August 1992

Amendment to the terminations  
and Cancellations ordinance

1 september 2007  
(see Gazette 2007,
No. s177)

13 september 2007 —

table Of amendments

ad. = added or inserted   |   am. = amended   |   rep. = repealed   |   rs. = repealed and substituted

PrOvisiOn affected hOw affected

s. 3 rs. 2007 No. s177

s. 4 rs. 2007 No. s177

s. 5 am. 2007 No. s177

s. 6 am. 2007 No. s177



47

Contact i N F o r M A t i o N

administering australia’s hOnOurs

there are three organisations with primary responsibility for administering 
Australia’s system of honours. they are:
• Australian Honours and Awards secretariat, Government House, Canberra 
• Awards and Culture Branch, department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
• directorate of Honours and Awards, department of defence 

gOvernment hOuse

the Australian system of honours was introduced in 1975. At that time the Honours 
and Awards secretariat was established as part of the Governor-General’s office at 
Government House in Canberra. 

the contact details for Government House, Canberra are:
Australian Honours and Awards secretariat 
Government House 
canberra, act  2600
toll-free phone: 1800 552 275

email: honours@gg.gov.au 
Website: www.gg.gov.au

dePartment Of the Prime minister and cabinet

the Awards and Culture Branch of the department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet provides policy advice on the operation of the Australian Honours system. 

it is also responsible for community awareness campaigns so that honours are more 
accessible and better known to all Australians. 

email: itsanhonour@pmc.gov.au  
Website: www.itsanhonour@gov.au

dePartment Of defence

the directorate of Honours and Awards of the department of defence administers 
awards that recognise the service of members of the Australian defence Force. 

email: honoursandawards@defence.gov.au  
Website: www.defence.gov.au\medals 
toll-free phone: 1800 111 321




