
A PROPOSED PLAN OF ACTIVITIES FOR
f
S he wild fowlers of north America

A
v M l ' V L 'f r r  <  £ '* - -v.

The name of th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  s h a l l  be JJMe Wild Fowlers of Merth 

A f r i c a .  The l o c a t i o n  should  be in  Washington where the  F i e l d  S e c re ta ry  

must be p ro v id ed  wi th  an o f f i c e  a s  n e a r  as  p o s s i b l e  to  th e  c o n t r o l l i n g  

F e u e ra l  agency.

The Board of D i r e c t o r s  s h a l l  be empowered to  add to  t h e i r  number 
-f  <UXr

a t  w i l l  f i l l  v a c a n c ie s  as they  occu r ,  and s h a l l  be c l a s s i f i e d  so t h a t

th e  te rm s o f  o n e - th i r d  of t h e i r  numoer s h a l l  e x p i r e  each y e a r .  They s h a l l
/£<_ O  fr ^-n. i '— '-

ap p o in t  an E x ecu tiv e  Comm ittee. At p re s e n t  fcfeey-consist of th e  E xecu tive

Committee and Mr. George S la d e ,  Mr. Thomas Cochran, and Mr. John Dymond.

The E x ec u tiv e  Committee as a p p o in te d  a t  th e  d in n e r  a t  Mr. George

S l a u e 's  house on May 2b c o n s i s t s  of th e  fo l lo w in g  gen tlem en:

Dr. John A . H a r tw e l l ,  Chairman
27 E a s t  63rd S t r e e t ,  New York 

Mr. Edward C. B a e t j e r ,
16 West Madison S t . ,  B a l t im o re ,  Md.

Mr. W illiam  H. Wheelock,
14 Wall S t r e e t ,  New York 

Mr. D. Mark Cummings,
F i r s t  N a t io n a l  Bank, C hicago, 111,

Mr. C h e s te r  K. Brooks,
10,600 ^uinoy A ve.,  C le v e lan d ,  Ohio.

Mr. C h a r le s  Sheldon , ( a f t e r  summer)
1830 P he lps  P la c e ,  W ashington, D .  C.

Dr. John C. P h i l l i p s ,
Wenham, M a s sa c h u s e t ts .

v i . -v. * • - v * d

They s h a l l  oe r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  a f f a i r s  of th e  o rg a n iz a t  ion and w iU  r e ­

p o r t  to  th e  whole Board of D i r e c to r s  a t l e a s t  once a y e a r ,  and b e fo re  

November 1 , 1927. They s h a l l  ho ld  o f f i c e  fo r  one y e a r  and have a u t h o r i t y  

t o  employ a s s i s t a n c e ,  e s t a b l i s h  an o f f i c e  i f  n e c e s s a ry ,  and engage a r ie ld  

S e c r e t a r y .

>({4441 ' iA K/ & (• 1 v ^ .
The most im portan t work w i l l  be a t  f i r s t  among- th e  l a r g e r  c lu b s  

w ith  h e a d q u a r te r s  i n  B oston , New York, P h i l a d e lp h i a ,  B a l t im o re ,  u le v e lo n d ,
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Chicago, New Orleans, and other cities of the Bast and Middle Jest. Club
H fdues to be determined later by the Executive Committee. Twc classes of 

Club membership may be provided.

Individual membership should be limited in numbers and confined 

primarily to those who own or lease shooting property individually or as 

members of Sportsmen*s Clubs.

OBJECTS - GENEBAL

To interest all persons, groups of persons and corporations in 

the preservation of the migratory game birds of North America to the end 

of securing proper regulation for the perpetuation and increase of the same, 

in order that legitimate sport and recreation may be insured for the present 

and future generations; and in order that the annual kill of wild fowl shall 

be correlated with the natural increase of the existing stock.

In attaining these ends to co-operate closely with the U. S.

Bureau of Biological Survey and to resist legislative efforts designed to 

take away from that Bureau or the Department to which it may be assigned, 

the authority necessary to administer the migratory bird life of the Nation.

To extend when and if possible, the benefits of our migratory 

bird regulations into the Republic of Mexico'by treaty or otherwise, and 

to co-operate with Canada for mutual betterment of present conditions affect­

ing wila fowl supply,

OBJECTS - SPECIFIC

1. An effort to secure among sportsmen a better observance of the 

Federal regulations designed to protect migratory game birds, and to secure 

the adoption by Congress of legislation that will insure the protection of 

the Federal Courts to the Federal Jardens enforcing the Federal Laws; and to 

co-operate with the constituted authorities so as to suppress the illegal 

traffic in game. Also to forbid the use of automatic and pump guns with a
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c a p a c i ty  of more than two s h e l l s .

2 . To c i r c u l a t e  in fo rm ation  in  b e h a lf  of le g i t im a te  spo rt  in 

order to  show the  pub lic  i t s  importance from both  the  r e c re a t io n a l  and 

economic s iu e s ,  and to  s t r e s s  th e  fa c t  th a t  the a c t iv e  i n t e r e s t  ot - .ie 

sportsmen i s  e s s e n t i a l  as being tne  most im portant element in  saving the 

game in  the  long run . To d i s t r i b u t e  in form ation  showing th a t  tne shoot :ng 

by sportsmen i s  a  m inor f a c to r  in  the  supply of game. In order to  oring 

t h i s  about a l l  persons and groups of persons owning p rese rves  or hunting 

c lubs  frequen ted  by w ild  fowl must be l i s t e d  and d a ta  secured as to  lo ca t  ion, 

a re a ,  value of lands and w a te rs ,  and the  value of th e  permanent improvements 

th e reo n , so th a t  the  ex ten t  to  which the  sportsmen cwming ducking grounds 

a re  c o n t r ib u t in g  towards the  maintenance of m igratory  game b ird  l i f e  maj,

be a s c e r ta in e d  and p u b l ic ly  announced.

3. To c o -o p e ra te  w ith  the  bureau of b io lo g ic a l  Survey in  o rgan i­

s ing a system atic  census of w ild  fowl pop u la tio n s  a t  s t r a t e g i c  p o in ts  so 

th a t  we may have a v a i l a b le  a  s c i e n t i f i c  b a s is  of fa c t  r a t h e r  tnan  a  mass of 

c o n f l i c t i n g  and c o n t r o v e r s ia l  evidence as a groundwork fo r  r e g u la t in g  the 

sh o o t in g .  To endeavor to  o b ta in  laws in  each S ta te  r e q u i r in g  those  who take  

out hun ting  l ic e n se s  t o  make annual r e tu rn s  of a l l  game k i l l e d ,  anu l ikew ise  

to  educate  th e  Clubs to  th e  importance of keeping complete spec ies  recorus 

of a l l  wiluL fowl shot on t h e i r  p re s e rv e s ,  th e  same to  be open to  S ta te  or 

Federa l in s p e c t io n ;  and to  a s s i s t  tn e  b io lo g ic a l  Survey in  defense  of i t s  

p o l i c i e s  and in  th e  conduct of c o n tro v e rs ie s  where i t s  o f f i c i a l s  in  public  

o f f ic e  may be ba rred  or handicapped from e f f e c t iv e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

4 .  To in v e s t ig a te  and i f  necessary  iielp to  study or r e c t i f y  various  

f a c to r s  which may a f f e c t  the  w ild  fowl of North America such as food supply 

and methods of in c re a s in g  the  same, inc lud ing  the  c o n t ro l  of a reas  renuerea 

s a l i n e  through a cc id en t  or o therw ise; the  study of the  s o -c a l le d  duck s ic k ­

ness  and i t s  p re v e n t io n ;  the  study of p o l lu t io n  and i t s  e f f e c t s ;  the study
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o f the damage done by predatory b ird s and mammals in  n estin g  areas; and any 

other q u estion s which may be c a lle d  to  the a tten tio n  of the organization  

from time to  time*

5. To aid in securing funds for the more in ten siv e  study of mi­

gra tion  rou tes, the movement of ind iv id u al b irds and the percent of a r t i ­

f i c i a l  m orta lity  (through shooting) of s ill important sp ec ie s  by means of 

system atic banding of ducks and geese on both breeding and w in terin g  a rea s .

To in te r e s t  owners of preserves in the importance of trapping- and banding 

w ild  fow l; in v e s t ig a t io n  of the cau ses of bad breeding years; changes in  

m igration routes; th e ir  ca u ses, e t c . ,  etc*

6 . To co-operate in  or inaugurate a study of areas necessary fo r  

sanctuaries or Public Shooting Grounds and areas already drained which may 

be restored  to  valuable w ild  fowl r eso r ts  by n eg o tia t io n  w ith  S ta te  Game 

Commissions and owners of property . To a id  in  every way as soon as p o ss ib le
i

in  the passage of a Federal Game Refuge B i l l  which s h a ll  provide more adequate 

funds by a system of in d iv id u a l Federal l ic e n s e s  for those who shoot migra­

tory  game b ird s .

7. Education of sportsmen to  a r e a liz a t io n  that the Federal Gov­

ernment cannot with sa fe ty  in te r fe r e  in  the minor regu la tion s of w ild  fowl 

k il l in g - that may be lo c a l ly  found necessary in  S ta te s  or C ounties, and that 

the S ta tes  them selves must not depend on Federal au th ority  to  regu la te  lo c a l

or temporary conditions*  , " /  7  / * * ‘ . »* ■
C i’-vv v n  - ’  &  J < I i 1

8 . RJLaas t o  ev en tu a lly  provide (as soon as fin an ces warrant) fo r  
’A  '  "  i . C^ K
a regular v e h ic le  of p u b lic ity , e ith e r  by the purchase of a journal or the 

reservation  of space in  one or more journals for pu b lish in g  the a c t iv i t i e s  

of the o ig a n iza tio n  and combating a l l  propaganda aimed at the d estru ctio n  

of leg itim a te  sp o r t, m isrep resen tation  of sportsmen or any other a c t iv i t i e s  

which might prevent the leg itim a te  tak ing of the surplus w ild fowl of t h i s  

country*
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FINAHCS

The s a la ry  and. t r a v e l in g  expenses of the  proper F ie ld  S ecre tary

w i l l  oe aoout <$12,000, because much t r a v e l  w i l l  be necessary  at f i r s t  in

order to  organize c lu b s  and in d iv id u a ls ,  secure  memberships and s t a r t  the

movement. A su rp lu s  fund should oe a v a i la b le  f o r  temporary f inance  of
A

im portant emergencies as they may a r i s e ,  or as a d i r e c t  a id  to  in v e s t ig a t io n  

a lready  unaer way a t  the  bureau of b io lo g ic a l  3urvey.
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