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the tops, from beets grown in a manured ro tation with aHaHa hay and 
siloed in a pi t silo, have p roduced , on the average, 1000 pounds of ed ible 
beet-top sil age per ton o [ beets harvested. This silage, fed to lambs or 
cat tl e in feeding tests conducted there, has p roved equal, pound [or pound, 
in feeding valu e to good corn silage produced from corn yield illg 100 
bushels per acre. Obviously then, this properl y made beet-top silage is 
significa n tly higher in feeding value than the fi eld-cured , dri ed bee t tops. 
By the sam e nutritive stand ard s, beet-top sil age has prov ided 181 pounds 
o[ diges tibl e nutrients per ton o [ beets harvested, a 6 1 percent greater return 
than that r ecord ed [or the field-cured, dri ed tops. 

However, it is a lso a well-recognized fa ct that, with th e nea rl y uni ve rsal 
acceptance o[ machin e harvest o f sugar beets, there have bee n seri ous draw
backs to tbe sati sfactory recovery of clean bee t LOpS for sil o ing. Experie nce 
has a lso demons trated th a t beet LOp S, with a high dirt co n te llt, produce a 
very poor q uali ty silage whi ch g ives un satisfactory results as a livestock feed. 

Digressing [rom the immedia te topic for a moment, consider the present 
attitude o[ beet growers toward th eir bee t tops. I t has bee n o bserved tha t, 
during the late war yea rs a nd witb the a bnormally large profits ex perienced 
[or li vestock feeding operations during that period , man y bee t growers came 
to beli eve that the proper place [or th eir beet tops was under gro und ; 
tha t is, plowed under lor fe rtilizer. 

This reminds th e a uthor o [ th e tim e ,ome years ago wh ell so me easte rll 
packers were out to see, for th e fIrst time, th e "wonder crop" beet tops, 
in the Prospect Va lley of Co lorado. T he [all preceding had been ex tremely 
stormy and everyolle was hustling to get th eir bee t crop out. In the fi e ld 
they visited , most of the tops had been run over by trucks and had been 
well mashed in to the dirt. A few of the tops were d ug out to show th e 
eastern packers what bee t tops looked like, whereup o ne o l them said, "Do 
the cattle have to burrow for them?" 

During th e past two yea rs , however, there see ms to have deve loped a 
feelin g that thi , "livestock feeding hOll eymoon " we have bee n ex periencing 
is over-at leas t [or the present. T here is a crying need to pa re feeding 
costs to the quick a nd tha t is where beet tops ,Jl'e quite apt to come back 
into their OWll aga in . T hi s observation has been amp ly demonstrated by 
the ren ewed interes t a nel ac tio n in putting up bee t-leaf sil age . durin g these 
past two seasons. 

This r a ther circuitous ro ute has been taken to d ea l with the bee t-lea f 
silage subj ect because there is not su ilicient evid ence ava il able to give a 
final stamp of ap prova l to bee t-leaf sil age. ]t ca n be sa id , however, that 
there are, at present, enough fie ld tests and experiments in progress to 
demonstrate, by chis next spring, just how efli cient this product is going 
to be. In th e Great \IVestern Sugar Compa ny's territo ry alone, th ere are 
over 50 separa te a nd distinct beet-lea l sil age feed ing operatio ns in progress 
at present coverin g the leaves harvested from some 2,000 acres or 34,000 
tons of suga r beets. The co mpan y is keeping defInite records on these 
opera ti ons. 

One of the questio;ls invo lved with the production of beet-leaf silage 
has beeu , "vVbat about the crown ?" H, accordin g to the Colo rado researchers, 
the Jea f conta ins onl y 4.') percent o[ the dry substance of th e entire top, 
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