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LAGOS NIGERIA 
 

THE 18THE 18THE 18THE 18THTHTHTH    CONVOCATION CEREMONYCONVOCATION CEREMONYCONVOCATION CEREMONYCONVOCATION CEREMONY    

 
THE ADDRESS OF THE CHANCELLOR, LAGOS STATE UNIVERSITY 

SIR CHIEF (DR.) MOLADE OKOYA-THOMAS, FCNA, MFR, OFR, KSS, 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 18TH CONVOCATION CEREMONY OF 

LAGOS STATE UNIVERSITY HELD ON THURSDAY, 21ST FEBRUARY, 

2013, AT THE NEW UNIVERSITY AUDITORIUM COMPLEX IN THE 

OJO CAMPUS OF LAGOS STATE UNIVERSITY 

 
� Your Excellency, Mr. Babatunde Raji FASHOLA, SAN, the Executive Governor of 

Lagos State AND VISITOR to Lagos State University; 

� Your Excellency, the Deputy Governor of Lagos State, Mrs. Adejoke Orelope 

ADEFULURE; 

� My Lord, the Chief Judge of Lagos State, Justice Ayo PHILLIPS; 

� The Speaker, Lagos State House of Assembly, Mr. Adeyemi IKUFORIJI; 

� Hon. Commissioners, Special Adviser on Education AND other Members of the 

State Executive Council (here present); 

� The Secretary to Lagos State Government; 

� The Head of Service, Lagos State; 

� The Pro-Chancellor AND Chairman, Governing Council, Lagos State University, Mr. 

Olabode AGUSTO (MFR); 



� Members of the Diplomatic Corps; 

� Honourable Members, Lagos State House of Assembly; 

� Vice-Chancellor, Lagos State University, Professor John Oladapo OBAFUNWA; 

� Members, Lagos State University Governing Council; 

� Chairman, Court of Governors of Lagos State University College of Medicine, Dr. 

Bolaji AJENIFUJA; 

� Your Royal Majesty, The Oba of Lagos, Oba Rilwan AKIOLU I; 

� Your Royal Majesty, The Akran of Badagry, De Wheno Menu-Toyi I – Babatunde 

Akran 

� Your Royal Highnesses (here present); 

� Traditional AND Titled Chiefs; 

� My Lords Spiritual AND Temporal; 

� Justices of the Lagos State Judiciary; 

� The Body of Permanent Secretaries; 

� Other Principal Officers of Lagos State University; 

� Pro-Chancellors, Vice-Chancellors & Other Principal Officers of other Universities 

(here present); 

� Members, Lagos State University Senate; 

� Provost, Deans AND Professors of Lagos State University; 

� Directors AND Heads of Department of Lagos State University; 

� Members of the University Community; 

� Special Guests; 

� Meritorious Graduands; 



� Parents, Guardians, Well-Wishers AND Friends of Lagos State University; 

� Gentlemen of the Press; 

� Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen; 

� Great LASUITES ! ! ! 

 

Permit me to welcome you all to another memorable occasion in the history of this great 

Institution. 

As Chancellor of Lagos State University, I have always looked forward to the 

constitution of this August Assembly for the awards of Certificates and Degrees to 

deserving Graduands, as it affords the University the opportunity to bring together 

Eminent Personalities in society that could serve as role models to the Graduands and 

propel them to great accomplishment in their future endeavours. 

 

The occasion also provides the University opportunity to showcase its potentials and 

capabilities in producing highly qualified manpower for the State and Nigeria in general. 

 

I welcome specially, the Governor of Lagos State and Visitor to Lagos State University, 

His Excellency, Mr. Babatunde Raji FASHOLA (SAN), who has since becoming the 

Governor of Lagos State made it a point of duty to personally attend every convocation 

ceremony of this Citadel of Learning.  Thank you, Your Excellency! 

 



The developmental strides of your administration in Lagos State fascinates us all and I 

am convinced that your administration will leave an enduring legacy behind after your 

successful stewardship to the good people of Lagos State. 

 

I extend most warmly my greetings to our Royal Fathers, especially the Oba of Lagos, 

Oba Rilwan AKIOLU I and the Akran of Badagry, De Wheno Menu-Toyi I – Babatunde 

Akran as well as all our Royal Fathers here present.  I say “ki ade ko pe lori, ki bata pe 

lese”.  You are all welcome our Kabiyesis. 

 

It is ALSO my pleasure to welcome specially, the new Pro-Chancellor AND Chairman, 

Governing Council, Lagos State University, Mr. Olabode AGUSTO (MFR) and other 

Members of the Governing Council made up of tested and accomplished Academics 

and Seasoned Professionals.  With these eminent people at the helm of affairs in the 

University, there is the assurance that LASU has been put in good hands. 

 

The Executive Governor of Lagos State and Visitor to Lagos State University, Mr. 

Babatunde Raji Fashola (SAN) through the instrumentality of the law establishing the 

University recently reconstituted the Governing Council of LASU after the expiration of 

tenure of the 8th Governing Council of the University, chaired by Mr. Akin Kekere-Ekun, 

OFR.   

 

I will want to salute the noticeable commitment of the Lagos State Government to 

developing Lagos State University into a World Class Tertiary Institution by the 



numerous infrastructural project already embarked upon in the University.  Worthy of 

mention is the successful completion and handing over of the following building project 

by Lagos State Government to Lagos State University: 

i.        University Main Auditorium 

ii.        Faculty of Law Library 

iii. The rehabilitation of 3-in-1 Lecture Theatre 

 

Construction work has also reached appreciable stages on the various building projects 

in the University among which are the following:  

i. LASU Senate Building 

ii. LASU Main Library 

iii. LASU Students Arcade 

iv. Faculty of Management Sciences Complex 

v. Faculty of Law Lecture Hall 

vi. School of Transport Building 

vii. Faculty of Science Complex 

These projects, when completed will transform the Architectural Landscape and serenity 

of the University environment to a fascinating sight befitting of a 21st Century University. 

 

Finally, I congratulate ALL the Graduands that are today being awarded Higher Degrees 

(Postgraduate Diplomas, Academic AND Professional Masters Degrees as well as, the 

Doctor of Philosophy {Ph.D}) Degrees AND I wish you ALL a promising AND successful 

future.   



 

I thank you for your attention AND God Bless you ALL. 

 

 

Sir Chief (Dr.) Molade OKOYA-THOMAS, FCNA, MFR, OFR , KSS 
Chancellor 
Lagos State University 
Thursday, 21 st February, 2013  
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