Lig the bwenty-first century and a crisis laces the
rotund blob-like beings of Blobolonda. The Emparor
has suddenly become a rather evil tyranl bent on
lorce-feeding the inhabitants a staple diet of
marshmallows and chocolate. This may sound fine 1o
mos] people, but in reality not a lol of blobs like
marshmallows and chocolate, preferring the lovely
laste of jellybeans.

One such Biob (named Blobar, bul he prefers 1o
be called Biob by his frignds) has escaped to Earth
and has made fiends wilh a young boy (draw your
oW conClusions about this). This young lad is pratty
upsel aboul the trealment his chum s getng and
decides (o brutally murder the Emperor and liberate
the mbabitants of Blob, Hurrahl

Many days and sleepless nights are spant by the
boy and his Biob formulating cunning plans with which
to bring down the evil Emperor. In the end, our heroes
decide 10 collect a load of reasure, swap it for somea
vitamning (why he can’l just go down lo Boots and buy
soma isnt explained) and then loree-leed them 1o the
Emperor back on Blobolonia. Only then can the Blobs
be free from their gasironomic oppression

W Use the licorice ladder fo gel
the treasure!

JELLYBEAN
REMIX

In conirolled expaniments, it was
discovered thal Blobs ang instantly
transiormed into uselul items by
feeding them different varieties of
pellybean. Qur youlhiul hero carmies
a backpack full of jellybeans and mms PRAUSE ===
since Bloberi likes them o much,
ni 5 all 100 pleased 10 ransiorm
mmsed! o vanous shapas -
especaaity o s blob-hiloe form can
D used o solve some of the
piattorm purzies found in the
game
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Removing those manhole covers
The first Blob-related puzzie. How  would give our youthiul hero more - ™
can the boy reach tha lower level Bccess 1o the underground My, whal a long falll Simply feed

of the subway? Blob can be subway. Feed Blob with an Blobert with a vanilla jellybean and

changed inlo & hole simply by apple-lavoured bean and hall hall change into an umbralla. The  To reacn nigher plathorms, our
feeding him a punch jellybean. Tha change into a jack, which should boy can scoop this up and use it ilo  hero can either feed Blob a licorice
baoy can now tall through the hale disposa of this problem! beraak his. falll ’ bean 1o change ham inlo & ladder.,
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COMMENT

A Boy and His Blob scores no
points lor pulse-racing excilement.
The pace of the game is quite
sedate, and you have lo get quite a
way Inlo the game before your
reactions are put to the test.
However, A Boy and His Blob is
one of the most challenging arcade
advaniures I've ever played. What |
like about it is thal there's always
more than one way 1o complete a
HIGH puzzie. For example, cushioning
that massive fall can be achieved with sither the
Cola Bubble or the Vanilla Umbrella. The game
also has a superb graphic quality. Some of the
backdrops are digitised and superbly coloured,
whiist the sprites are fantastic. The boy moves
smoothly an realistically and the Blob himself is a
masterpiece of animation. He smiles inanely when
he sees a jellybean being tossed his way, and has
the most pathetic look on his face if you don't feed
him for a while! Thare's months of gaming in this
cart, and it's worth every penny. Nintendo owners
should go forth and purchase inimediately!

mms PRUSE ===

A A visit to the drugstore!

THE CRANE
FILE

8 A Boy And His Blob was designed
Y by almost legendary David Grang,
| This is his first Nintendo game, bul &
he's designed and programmed |
B countiess hits in the past, the most
famous being Activison's o
compuier versions of ihe massne
Ghoslbusiers film. Crane also

B worked on Pitlgh, Pitfall 2.and

8 HERD, versionge! which may be
appearing ondfie consoles

b

& Partners in crime!

when all the necessary vitamins
have been collected, it's time 10
journey across the cosmos 1o face
the Emperor. Use the root beer
bean 1o change Blob into & rocket
Climb aboard for a firs] class nde
to Blobokonia!

A Good party trick, eh?

Bul the poor old Blob cannot join y W L To protect him from long talls or 1o

the boy on the higher platform. No  That gap in the scenery is too long  breathe underwater, the boy can
..Or give him a tangerine problem! Simply throw down a for a jump, but Blob comes 1o the  give his blob-like friend a cola
jedlybaan. This changes him into a honey-flavoured bean to change rescue yel again, Toss him a jeltybean. This tums the blob into a
trampoline, which the boy canuse  Biob into a hummingbird. He can strawberry bean and he'l turn bubbde, which the boy can enter.
to jump highar and higher! now fly up 1o join him friend! himself into a convenient bridgel  Walch out for spikes, though!
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COMMENT

& Boy and His Biob is every bit as
strange as it sounds. The
gameplay is very unusual, with
elements of arcade adventuring
and puzzle-solving thrown logether Once you've collected some
in @ highly original way. The way ireasure, travel 1o ihe health siors
the problems are presented Is neat, 1o buy some vitamins. There ane
[} requiring you to use your blob to several different types on offer.
et -l:_ the best of his ransforming Mot anly do they come in handy for
[ o) abilities. Some situations are quite  butchering the evil emperor. they
tricky, and require plenty of lateral  are also used later on n the gama
J u LIAHminMng to see them through, but lo dispose of some of the nastier
they're never so tough that you give up completely enemy sprites!
= just try out a few beans and see what comes up!
As well as being greal fun to play, & Boy and His
Blob looks and sounds brilliant. The graphics are
tremendous, with superb sprite animation and
stunning backdrops, and there are a variety of
excellent tunes and effecis adding & great
atmosphere Lo the game. Pul them together with
the amazingly addictive gameplay and you've got
a game that'll keep you playing for ages.
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GAMEBOY
BLOBMANIA

A version ol this greal Minbendo
gamé is available for the handheald
Gameboy. The object of the
Gameboy version is much the
same, encepl thal the map s
completely different. All of Blob's
powers ang in thene and (ha
graphics are guile mnice, bul
unfartunately, the game's only
available on impaor. H you're
desperabe 1o buy |, try o get an
AMmencan yersion becauss all of
the texi on the Japanesa versson
ol the gamea is indecipharable

. saa PRAUSE =e= {unless you can read Japanesa,
The place 1o find your treasures is a vasl, sprawhing that is)
tunrel network located far below the City stréats,
Getting there is the only problem, or is it? Using Blob's
special shape-shifling powers il shoukdn’t be oo long
balons you'né exploring the dangerous cavemns. Walch
ol for the el snakes though - they're pretly
possessia of all the treasures thal they guard. Also,
ks oul for an underground water channel. Thede ana
bound to be loads of treasure in the walery depths. It's
& shame the boy canl swim. Maybe Blob can help?

Helpful hints are present during the game,
and the game iiself is polished lo perfection.

Some of the best animaled sprites yel ssen
in an NES game, coupled with excellent
backdrops.
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A nice selection of effects and a suilably
inane thame une.

The puzzling aspect is superbly presented
and ingtantly addictive.

-

A huge map lo explore and loads of
treasures (o collect make this one that'll
have you puzzling for ages.

A superbly execuled, very original, fun
arcade adveniure thal demands a place
in your NES collection.



