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CENGINE 5G

The consoles war is hotting up! Looking like something out of a
science fiction movie, the PC Engine Super Grafx is released in
Japan at the end of this month. Just how good is this latest super
console? Julian Rignall has the story...

INSIDE THE BEAST

The PC Engine Super Grafx is a stun-
ning-lookng machine which resembles
a piece of high-tech military gadgetry
And beneath its rugged exterior beals
a mighty heart

The machine uses a similar proces-
sor 1o the normal Engine, but has the
addition of special video and blitter-
style chips to shift sprite data around
very quickly, allowing up to 128 sprites
10 appear on-screen simullanaously,
compared with the Engine's 64

The sound chip is the same as the
Engine, but since Super Grafx cartrid-
ges featura more memory than thair
PC Engine counterparis, there will be
much more room for sampled sounds : =
and speech. A The new console in all it's glory.
tures a full steering yoke, rather like
the controls on the Star Wars arcade
games, complate with lop-mounted fire
buttons, a gear stick/throttle, an LCD
clockftimer, an LED radar-type display,
a numeric keypad, and a plethora of
buttons and knobs! The Engine SG
slips neatly inside it, and once in-
stalled, you've got a control system
that a 747 pilot would be jealous of!

A Airborne blasting thrills! ¥ The Power Console - how's

THE GAMES

First and foremaost, the PC Engine S5G
15 compatible with all existing PC En-
gine titles, a feature that has become
increasingly imporiant in the desigm of
new consoles, as it gives the user an
instant games hibrary while newer titlas
arg developed

There are details of only three SG
games at the moment, a conversion of
Capcom's Ghouls 'n" Ghosts (which
looks as good as, if not better than the
Megadrive version), an amazing Ras-
lan-styla arcade adveniure, and a stun-
ning 3D flying game that looks similar
to Lock-On. The latter two have un
translatable Japanesa names,

Reports stale that there are ancther
gaven games currenily being de-
veloped

THE WHOPPER
ADD-ON

An incredible piece of hardware that is
being released simultaneously with the
Engine SG is the Power Console, a
control unit which makes the Konix

THAT for a joystick?

Multisystem look very ill indeed. It fea-



T e L T [e—re

o S ™ Yol " A bt ' S— —

ﬁEcHIUE.,

WHAT ABOUT THE
ENGINE?

The immediate thought is that PC En
gine software will dry up when the SG

lkon Engine users in Japan alone, the
American version of the Engine, the
TurboGrafx just released, and a Euro
pean version on the way (rumours cur
rently slate that itll be available by
autumn 1220), thera's going to loads
of new Engine games. What's more
than likaly 1o happen is thal games wil
appear on both 43-.1 ems, with tha SG
game being a very enhanced version
of the norma FG Engine title

IN CONCLUSION

The Engine SG is a brilliant new ma-
nne, especially when you take into
account the amazing Power Consaole

when compared with games on other
syslems - with i1s exira chips, SG
games should be simply stunning!

WHEN AND WHERE

The PC Engine is yet to be "'I: ally re
is a long way off appearing. The re-

lease date in Japan is later on this
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is released. Rubbish! With over 1.9 mil-

Pl E’-.'| ne titles already hold '"r-- SO0

lsased in Britain, so the PC En SG

able to !.tu-' mmaditad imported versions
2ary «n e new yaar for 'f“._: d £250
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'y Hdﬂa-nami'u hackin’ and slayin".

EF‘ EC PROCESSOR: HUDSON 6502 LS|+
RESOLUTION: 256x216

SPRITES: 128 ON-SCREEN SIMULTANEOUSLY
SOUND: 6-CHANNEL STEREO

RAM: 1EHH. WITH :'.-IEI"Z VIDEO RAM
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