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twohundredandtwenty-four from Chicago, and forty from Springfiela,

Lou¢‘.
aﬂd is characterxzed 1ike the whole. of Macoupin Coua*y, of whicg it is -the
seat, by gent:y ‘undulating terrain, virtually devoid of prominent} [etions

in altitule be:nn limited .to the immediate proximity of watercourses,’ 1Hn
+own rite is reverallv level ‘except to the south and east where it :

fpeder of Mucounin®Creek. The fertility of the surroundiny
since tke gruater bortion was briginally tall-grass prairie
ith lesser arcas 6f timber. Coal underlies the Entire county
its major natﬂvel Tesources
i11ls Historic-District enchpasses most of ‘the central
cts of the =own. Beundaries were drawn dependant on visual
therefcre, rather irrecular. Generally, they clrcumgcvllp
nnt AT an h-omsganeous, arehitectural quhl1ty. though
added in order to incorporate
The notrthern boundary extends
rtiy.line ‘east cf Oak-alorg. +he interior property
: further east on First Norih to the third - ..

ncrf% én thig line to tne first propexty lire -
= -1ihe ta tha,in‘e:LQr prarerty line éast of
nterior réperty” lings north of First Nerth,
Q
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; l‘nee,ncr*h of “orgarn frem-the first property
on ity the property lines west of Orient, north
fen east rs the intericr property lines aas*
v raas-gouth from this.peint along: ‘the -
oA, ‘Lrt er $~uth a;orﬂ'bhe line of Or*ent
pei- 1inés north cf.Fairst North ard then along thé
line uaxt,cf.ce:fnr to tbﬂ second propecty line south of
‘seatheri boundary ‘frilevs the interier property lines north
fyem Center 4o the line of £ilison, the interior prcperty
Becond  Sagzh from Elliswm- to the first property line west
intersor prc;ert; ‘lines’ south ©f Second South ‘from the
tiayo to the interior groperty lines west of
alcng Yulberry to the. iberior p*opurt"
sarn boundary. truns worth from this point to-
th of Secornd South. west on these lines to
Gak and then norta a aleng thls line to fhé
wese Main,
rict is ov9?WﬂEIN1ngly re:idential east of
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Fal d frem that point west. Cormercial uses
square and West Mains relicious ard educational
Lra ‘ted: souzh Gf the squate, while govnrﬁﬂer;al -activity..
car‘ho se to the eist. Thete are no industrial sites
rict and the 0“1} Fedpra] prObnzty seens Lo be the post
South and East,
automobile is “the main source of transcortatlon, th:mf}"I
ntar ~gity cemmercial bus service. Traffic is con ceﬂ‘f”
torth .and. Scuth Broad, and West. Main. The streets
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B

] are laid outiin the rectangula
w4 ... Density within the distric
‘residential areas to-.relativel
=3 . public square. Residential str

r grid typical of I1llinois. towns and cities, -
t renges from low to moderate in the .=
¥y high in the tommeriial zone near the . . -
uctures. are generally single-famil

a2nd of ‘Bhe or two-story frame constrictio

n, with a Scattering of masonry -
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1 buildings of the same type..Commercial. structures, exclusively masonry, -
.4 db not'exceed three stories, except for the St.Genrge Hotel having three

stories.and a mansard. Th

e domirant structur

& 4 2y ! e is the courthouse; a veritable
"}- cathedral of justice rising over the town's otherwise nodest seale. . ., -
.. Stylistically,’the district is ruled by ‘simplified, vernacular = | i
i interpretaticns of architectural styles popular after the mid-19th century, - ¢

. most notably the Queen Ahne. There are, however, -individuval gtructures of
.prominent Federal, @Greek: Revival and;Italiarnte desigh. The éourthouse is .
. an outstanding ea:iy;ekaﬁplefof”ﬁeaux?hrts;ClassiciSn, while the St.George
v: . Hotel.is French Second Erpire. Styles: popular in the twentieth cerntu ry- .
are nét.r epresented-in any significant numbers, . | oD e L e T
LosooThesdistrict is marréd by few Obvious intrusicns, therd havifg béen
i--enlylimited new construction in Carlifiville in recent years., Theré are.
i some dbnversions of residential st#¥yctures and a rew bank at Main and High

= EYA ra

o .is oat;of place both as an unfortunate. eastwird extension ‘of the ‘commercial =
7 Gistrictoand-a suburban- facility in the cenpter ol town. Unsympathetic B
74 remodelling, howover; ~~ siding, removal of architectural .detail, porches .

o and additiuﬁs,‘Tmode:nizatiqnfwcf conmertial estainshmeats,‘careless..:: ;o
w#: Cieaning =+« and outright derclition of older structures c¢onstitute the '~ = !
- past and present danger to the integrity of the district. = By o L
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peri0D : AHEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECX AND JUSTIFY BELOW

_enpmiSTGMC  —ARCHEGLUGT-PREMISTORIC  __COVMUMITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __meusgign -
1400 1493 — ARCHEULCGY-HISTOAL -~ LCHSEAVATION ) —Law ! —SCIENCE

 1500.1599 _AGRICULTURE _ . ~ECONOMICS ' —UTERATYRE ' —_ scurrTune
160-1629 XARCHITECTLRE — EDUCATION  —AtuTARY _ — SOCIALUMARTARIAS
et 799 ___ART - —ENGINEERING ) _MUSIC . ’ —THEATER

% 1Ro0- 1899 —~COMMERCE © ~EFPLORATION/SFTTLEMENT Pyl OSOPMY ~—(RANSPORTATION

_ 1900 —COMMUNCATIONS —INDUSTRY , —POLITICS GOVERNVENT —OThER iSPECIEY,

o ~INVENTION ‘

. SEECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECY

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Carlinville is significant as a relative
Illinois town that reached maturity by 1900.
aithough roughly eguivalent to other towns of the area and tire, is
consistently above average and in a goocd state of preservation. More
imgortantly, the town still reflects the segregation of activities
characteristic of Lhe pericd: a compact, gap-free commercial area sur:onun:
the sguare, a governrental district, and a large residential sectiorn, all
vithin an easy walk frcm one another. The older vart of Carlinville, i.e,
the historic district, preserves an urban eavircnrent whose growth and

ly intact example of an
The architectural quality,

-szpeavance were determired by the horse and the pedestrian well kefore

+=a autcmobile began to makes its derands fels.

Beyvond this, -the district presents a notable sc*tinu for its central

feature, thne courthouse. Carlin¥ille and the iilustiricus Mecoupin County
Seurihevsa form an intagraczed whele, visually interacting a a manner
=t unlike that ¢f Chartres and its ccthedral. .
TIETCRY
The part of Illincis now :o:priginq Maceupin Counkty was sugcesiively
izcluded in Madison and Gresne countles, the presert county having teen
created v act of Legislature in 1829. The county was then prlmarlly .
inintakited wilderness, naver havipg attracted premanent se:glenezt eithet
. s * 3 - . M L - -y
v aboricines cr colconists. Five COTTIsS1ICRErs ware a,,cjnceu on‘lf Januar
P " : : . 1 - ' -y ~ n
1379 to "select a seat of justice” and LZ 1 June u§f§ Edﬁﬁqff-dig on 2
ract of land onn ths Scuthwest guarter o: Sect;cn}-:, ToOWnsSnin .
- - -— > - -~ ] £ ~ b i i -
<rih Rarge 7 West, the present site OO ha-lxnwzl_e1 vrrch 1028 by Ezekiel
The first land entries on the site were mada 11 Mircn 18ce oy E ni
- - - ~ - o dm : . . s - Yol he -~ dadelk
2024 ari April 1826 by Seth Hodges, these two clairs now lying wilthlin
3 and 23 April 1829 by Seth Hasges, 1 orisinal doration of lard
“te corporate limits c¢f larlinville. The artua oh,ﬁﬂni doration o
a2 tha A~ . 2k e rade bv Undlges, who also serwéd as ong O !
*3r the county seat was rade by Hocges, . . e vas laid out and
Bnzissicrers chargsed with the site selecticn. The town was : mv-y-.:n-
itveyed in A 190 by Josenh Boroucgh and named L0 N0OROr ©L LA0TRaS
TTyeyec In August 1829 by Josena suring passasz cf the creating act
“iriin, who bad kean ingtrumental in securing passage Lo 5
L Vo~ I - . ...
e ounin C . e ietan Eyom that
he o Souney. , nwe towr is hardly distirguishable tron to 2t
-he egarliest histery of the town 2 first death was that of williaw
- ttter, similar tcwns in the state. The l;;:thi”;; rot vntil Octoter
.-y a . S . : i L) r T ol - - . R
Z3a's first wife in 1229, while ecie £1rst BAIEL War 0 Tind tha first
B2, Tre f - ~vwriaqe was performed in April 1&
“t-v. The first Jlocal mavriage pe
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sermon had been delivered in 1831. The first store was not a local
enterprise, having been ownwed by ¥William E.Starr and a Major Witchester
of Eédwardsville. The grow*ﬁ of Carlinville, despite bcxng the ccunty sent,
was guite slow for a numbe r of years. By 1€53 the populatian was only .
70, but during the suc#aeﬂlﬁg derade or two populatlrn ¢.elled, reaching ;
rouchlv 5,000 by 187%. .

The firs+t courthcuse was erected in July 1830, but it is the present
etructure, built durirg 1867-70 that accounted for the rost memorable
ctapter in Carlinville’s history. Macoupin county was authcrized by the
State Legislature to exgend up to $50,C00 for a new courthouse in Fekruary
1§67. By the time work was relted in 187C, the total cost had amounted
to $1,342,208.312, the rost scandalous incident of over-spending in the
history of the state, County indehtedness was so great tha*t the final
deb+t pavnent was cause for a two-Zday jubilee, 20-21 CJuly 13210, complete
with fireworks, a public tond-burring, and a speech by the Goverror of
Illinois.

=

Ecsifes governmernt, Carlinville's steadiest major scurce of erployment
F2s besr cormerce, with most cf the business staklisrments ~.:::n..tlo ally
as now, lecat=3i along thc four sides of the peblic scuars. There have,
rowover, been & number cf significant industrlial ndertanings over the
rears, cozl mining pre-ghinent among them, The first mine in the region
cue the Weir Coadl Shafet, sunk in 1267, The shaft of ¥Walters, Cray and
Lorens was sunk in 1869, a3 was the Scuth Siaft ccal rmine. These mines --
and others -- have had a srofound effect on the town's growth pattern,
cericds ¢©f creat mining activity corresnondirg to increasing pepulation:
ca.5,000 in 1879, 2,815 in 1911, 5,673 1n 1970, A naw nin2 was opened
couth of towrn irn 1060, Osher industry has included several mills -- the
£ive= erected b Eenry Fishbock in 1845 -=- a browery ‘1833%), rachine
shoss, a foundry, and 2 fLricwyard, atl cf which had disarrearad by 1911.
2 pu—tar of ranufacturing plants have reapnsarsd in recent vears. The
Tirsr ralircas thronsh Carlinville was tixa Chicazo and Xlton, the Gulf,
viobile and Chio, which comulieted ifs track between alten and Springfie}ﬁ
im 17272, v 1844, trains wera operating to bast e+ . Louls, later extendirag
to Se_lepis itzalf, OiRher, smaller lines passad +hrouch carlinville durlrg
the ve:rs following, nene proving of prirary sigrnificance in the town'
nistory.

X creater import was the lecaticn of Elachburn Collece in the tewn.
C- 2% Sesmearker 1237, Dr.Gideon Blackbura placed lands ir trustfor the
car-gaa of estahlishing en institonion of higher toarniry. After much
lenzl erni political raneuvering, flazwburn ~reolcargzl Sominary was
crareired in 137 and functicned a3 a primary cctsnl until college courses
rewan in 1264, Dosignaticon as a univarsity was autkarizsd by the State
Lefislcture ip 1269. Thouzh srall, tn2 rcl:gicus-affillated literal arts
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scheoel has been a steady force in Carlinville. Most of its present buiidings,
however, are cf very recent date and it has, therEfore, not been includeq
in the gdistrict,

Carlinville was incorporated as a city in April 1865 ang civie
improvemerts begar. shortly thereafter with the installation of cas lighting
in Decermber 1869, 7he city's water company was franchised in 1888 and g
water svstem built the following vear. a sewerage systenwas begqun in
1891, wrile maicr streats were paved during the period 1892-19ig. By 1912,
electrification was vell under way, having been sonewhat retardeg by the
€23r accessibility of natural cas from nearby fieles,

Within the limits cefirel hy a fluctuating ropnlation, Cariinville
@5 presented a stalle picture over the bast decades. Comrerce, governmens,
ard hizher educiation have kect the tewr at a certain tasic econenmic riveas,
Lron whach it kag 2xpanded during rericls of Greater mining and manufacturing
actizity, Carlirville io experiencing just such an excansion at the
Lresant tiro,

e listed first for sites with nultiple import

Z2ilt Pefore 1873 . )
For many vears, this wag she hore of the Ibhetsen farily, prerinent
in tiwn affairs,

srohitecturzl Sicnificance

2. FT.oNULrE IPIZCOTAL CHURCH

213 E.Broad

2ullt In 1383-¢5
The consresation was foundag in 1849, The churech bell is from
“Yacousnin cé:nty's secend courthouse,

srethitectural Significance
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DR.J.B,.LESTON

RESIDENCE

236 N.Pigh '

Built before 1893
Tegether with Nos,4-5,
detailed small co;t go.
part of town. Until 194

Presbyterian church.
Architec 51 Significance

Loyaqge

this forms part oF a group of elegantly
rnear the northern limit of the oldest
2, this also served as the parsonage of the

LER W e
'

L.GAUCH EBESIDENCE
237 N.M3in )
Built ca~.1280 by L.Gauch

Mr.Gauch woas achtive in e nickle business. See alsc No.3.
Architecturel Sigrniflicancs
Regidence
204 N.Eigh
Puilt ca.iZf5

Ser No.3.
Architactural Significarce
WITLLIAY SURMAN RESIDENCE "
718 E.Main
Built in 1RED

¥m.Surman was a cloiring rerchant,
Frehitecturel Sigrnificarce
SILLIMAY REEIDENCE
70F B VMain
Puilt z2fter 13073

Yr.osillrzsn was a clothier,
ILrchitectiral Bigriiicancte
MACOQURIN COUNTY CCOURTH(LFE
E.M3in Sireot
Built i 158F67-70 by architeact E.F.Mvars

This is the cﬁi}d structure o sarve as county courthouse arnd by

far the most notehle zn0 sca*dilous. Fer details see HTSTORY.
Architectural end Histerical Sigrnificance
ST.NICUTLAS EOUSE
212 R RE '
Boi o 0

then a private res
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10. PPANKE RESIDEN
31) W.Main
Built by Mr.Pranke
Pranke was a miller. His descendants still occupy the house.
Architectural Significance

11, C.E.FOBERTSON FESIDENCE
265 N.Crient b
Built ca.l3%70
-H.RPecbertson.was a profecsor at Blackburn College ard a botanist
of interratienal rerpute,
Rrchitecturel and Historical Significance
12, LOOMIS HOUSE {§T,GEQPED HOTEL)
E.8ic¢e Public foauare
Built in 1867 for Thaddeus L.Leomis by architeck E.E.Myers
T.L.Leemis was county julce and haad of the Board cf Commissicners
when the county ccourthouse was built, Eis hotel is the deminant
structure con the Public Square,
Architectural Sicnificance
13. EILCON (WESIDLNCE)
40T S.West
Built ¢2.187¢C
The saleon and bkeer garden was adapted a5 a residence around 1900,
with little epparent chance in the original '
Architectural Sicnificance
14, Pesidence
ac2 E,.ls* Nor:th
Buile by Harvey Thelrs
Harvay Prhelps was a contracsteor-carsonter whe kuilt many homes in
Cerlinville during tho secon? Ralf of the zantury,
Architectural Sigrnificance
15, J.B.LISTON HOUSE
362 E.lst YNerth
ZTuilt in 1923 by Listnn
J.B.Liston was sheriff and 2 very woalthy citizen of Carlinville,
The nousze is still in the family,
rrohiteckural Significance
I, TIT> goUunTy JAIL
1lé E.l=t South
Juilt in 1659-8£7:s5uth addition ea.1370
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16

17.

18,

19.

2C.

21.

22.

Cont.

This jall was the 51te of a nctoriuvos lynching in 1860. After

construction of the 4th Jail (v.No.17), the third was used as a-

restavrant and thsn as a hotel.

Architectural and Historical Significance

MACQUPIN COUNTY JAIL
%,1st Scuth
Built in 1568-9

This, the fourth county jail, was erected as a part of the county

curthouse proiect,
Ar “1tectura1 Significance

BURCGDORTF RESIGENCE

511 E.lst South

Built in 1875 .
The RBurgdorff's ware a fa
The house has been a fur

Architectural ESizunificance

grnificance

onut?
60 by Teter Heifnz \

n by the fZamily.:
al Significance

CITY JATIL
ca,l15 X, Plum
Buils in 1699

inz was a cabinet maker
ial

armily of preminant clethiers in Carlinville.
-era’. home since 1940,

!

a .

ng the herme of T.C.Loshr, a preninent drugaist.
81

e also owred a furniture stcre

A very small muricical jail of a type rarcly encountered in Illinois.

Historical Signiricance
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23, RESIDENCE (JOEN M.PALMER ..SIDENCE)

305 S.East

Built ca.1850;greatly modified
gohn M.Palmer, who lived here for many. years, was one of the state's
most prominent public figures. He served succeesively as a State
Senator (1852-536), Governor of Illinois (1868-72), and U.S.S%epsator
(1891-96). Paimer rose to the rank of Major-General in tha Civil
War and acted as Milirary Covernor cof Kentucky in 1865-6. In 18356,

ST, T e el

P

ke was the candidate for U.S.President of the Gold Democrats, a fackior

.0% the Democratic Party cprposed to William Jdennings Brvan.
Fistorical SIgnificance :
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