
Why Neve Shalom/ Wahat ai-Salam 
Was Selected as the Recipient of 
the Niwano Peace Prize 
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The iwano Peace Foundation, acting on the 
recommendati on of the Niwano Peace Prize Screen­
ing Committee, has decided to award the tenth 

iwano Peace Prize to the community Neve Shalom/ 
Wahat a I-Salam, in Israel. Neve shalom means "oasis 
of peace" in Hebrew; waliat aI-salam means the same 
in Arabic. 

S ince its establishment in 1972 this community 
has aspired to rea li ze the idea l of peaceful coex istence 
between Jews and Palestinians in Israel, a land 
fraught with complex political and relig ious problems, 
and has pursued acti vities to that end independently of 
a ll relig ious and political organi zations. 

Educa tion at the community's day-care center 
and elementary school is conducted in both Hebrew 
and Arabic. The communi ty stri ves to create a basis 
for understanding between Jews and Palestinians at 
the earli est stage of education by teaching the history 
and traditi ons of both peoples. The School for Peace, 
a imed at Jewish and Palestinian youth, teaches young 
people to be "peace ambassadors" in their own loca les 
by ridding themselves of hostility toward each other 
and building fri endship in its place. The community is 
a lso a li ving example of interfa ith reconcili ati on, 
respecting the rites and traditions of Judaism, Islam, 
and Christianity. 

Through its work Neve Sha lom/ Wahat a I-Sa lam 
is imparting courage and hope to many people of 
relig ion and others, not only in Israel but throughout 
the Middle East. The N iwano Peace Founda tion 
awards eve Sha lom/ 'I\Tahat a I-Salam the tenth 

iwano Peace Pri ze both in honor of its long dedica­
ti on to justice and peace and its many accomplish­
ments and in the heartfe lt hope that its example will 
inspire many others to devote themselves simila rl y to 
the cause of peace. 
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