
   

POLL ON SCOTTISH INDEPENDENCE 
Published 16th April 2014 

 
As the leading supplier of opinion polls within Scotland for over 30 years, TNS will be 

publishing regular polling in the run-up to the Scottish Independence referendum on 18th 

September 2014, using the exact wording which will feature on the ballot paper for the 

referendum vote.   

 

This is the latest poll in this monthly series, which was published on 16th April 2014. 

 

TNS is a member of the British Polling Council (BPC) and abides by its rules.  We also operate 

within the Code of Conduct of the Market Research Society (MRS).  In accordance with these 

rules the following information is provided: 

 

Sample size 988 

Sampling points 71 Scottish parliament constituencies 

Fieldwork dates 21st March – 2nd April 2014 

Interview method Face-to-face, in-home CAPI 

Population sampled All adults aged 16+ in Scotland 

Sampling method The poll was conducted through our Omnibus, Scottish Opinion 
Survey. For this survey, sampling points are selected to be 
representative of Scotland demographically and geographically. Within 
each sampling point, a quota sampling method is used for respondent 
selection. 

Data weighting Data is weighted to the profile of all adults aged 16+ in Scotland, 
based on population profile estimates from the BARB (Broadcasters’ 
Audience Research Board) Establishment Report 2011, Mid year 
population estimates 2011 and the 2001 Census. Weighting is carried 
out in relation to working status within gender, age, social grade and 
electoral region.   
Data is also weighted by recalled vote to match turnout and share of 
constituency vote from the 2011 Holyrood election, as recorded in 
SPICe Briefing 11-29 2011 Scottish Parliament Election Results. 
Unweighted and weighted bases are shown at the top of each data 
table. 

Questions The data tables show the question wording in full 

Further enquiries Alastair.graham@tnsglobal.com 



SEGSEGAGESEX
C2DEABC1DEC2C1AB55+35-5416-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3416-24FemaleMaleTotal

536452320216294158462279247320142145134134113534454988Unweighted base
495493295200281212353338297203150177161155142514474988Weighted base

1601251006075507811393364272425142127157284Yes
32%25%34%30%27%24%22%34%31%18%28%41%26%33%29%25%33%29%

1682398781129111188123961157370544749213195407No
34%49%30%40%46%52%53%37%32%57%49%39%33%31%34%41%41%41%

16712910859775286101109513535665752174122296Don't know
34%26%37%29%28%24%24%30%37%25%23%20%41%37%37%34%26%30%
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Table 1
Q1. There will be a referendum on Scottish Independence on the 18th of September 2014.

How do you intend to vote in response to the question:
Should Scotland be an independent country?

BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 21st March - 2nd April 2014



REFERENDUM VOTING
INTENTIONAREAAREA

Don'tMid &NorthEast/
knowNoYesSouthWestGlasgowCentralLothiansFifeEastH&INorthSouthWestTotal

2834242811701219692135105152117280362346988Unweighted base
29640728412812812813812812812879230362395988Weighted base

--28440413736313540266993122284Yes
--100%31%32%29%26%24%27%31%33%30%26%31%29%

-407-515848606050473389160159407No
-100%-40%45%37%44%47%39%36%42%39%44%40%41%

296--383044423743422072109114296Don't know
100%--29%23%34%31%29%34%33%25%31%30%29%30%
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Table 1
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Prepared by TNS
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Decision MakingVOTE IN 2011LIKELIHOOD OF VOTING
Not

certai
Do notNotDefinin /NotCertaiCertai
intendmadeHaveAlmosttelyDidCan'tverycertain notNotn/very

todecisiandecideDecidenotremembLibConserlikelyntoveryQuiteVeryCertailikely
voteonideaddvoteerOtherSNPDemLabourvative(Net)(Net)votelikelylikelylikelyn(Net)Total

4214313912853625112316254582236312622528366299763862988Unweighted base
5214914313251332916162263915869143257383867114731845988Weighted base

4316532089425312592452045461026239265284Yes
9%2%11%40%41%28%16%47%55%22%15%7%14%18%9%15%16%22%33%31%29%

15340542951246924124915734718111537336373407No
29%2%28%41%57%38%43%38%18%60%58%82%24%28%22%29%22%32%46%44%41%

321438625101116716074388914126224252155207296Don't know
62%96%61%19%2%34%41%15%27%18%27%11%62%55%68%57%62%45%21%24%30%
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Table 1
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BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
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SEGSEGAGESEX
C2DEABC1DEC2C1AB55+35-5416-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3416-24FemaleMaleTotal

536452320216294158462279247320142145134134113534454988Unweighted base
495493295200281212353338297203150177161155142514474988Weighted base

2372761429514413223017410913298108666148249264513I have definitely decided
48%56%48%48%51%62%65%51%37%65%65%61%41%39%34%48%56%52%how I will vote and will

not change my mind
7359373631282850531712302022316270132I have almost decided how
15%12%12%18%11%13%8%15%18%8%8%17%12%14%22%12%15%13%I will vote, but I may

still change my mind
7667453048193856492513213533178062143I have an idea of how I
15%14%15%15%17%9%11%17%17%12%8%12%21%21%12%16%13%14%will vote, but I have not

yet made a final decision
8564543036284650532422153429249455149I have not made any
17%13%18%15%13%13%13%15%18%12%15%9%21%18%17%18%12%15%decisions about how I

will vote
25271782251093346261122282352I do not intend to vote
5%5%6%4%8%2%3%3%11%2%4%1%4%7%16%6%5%5%
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Table 2
Q2. Which of the following statements best applies to you and how you intend to vote

in the referendum on Scottish independence?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 21st March - 2nd April 2014



REFERENDUM VOTING
INTENTIONAREAAREA

Don'tMid &NorthEast/
knowNoYesSouthWestGlasgowCentralLothiansFifeEastH&INorthSouthWestTotal

2834242811701219692135105152117280362346988Unweighted base
29640728412812812813812812812879230362395988Weighted base

102952087182537158686842120184209513I have definitely decided
3%72%73%55%64%41%51%45%53%53%54%52%51%53%52%how I will vote and will

not change my mind
2554531915171821121811325347132I have almost decided how
8%13%19%15%12%14%13%16%10%14%14%14%15%12%13%I will vote, but I may

still change my mind
8640161712262017201811344861143I have an idea of how I
29%10%6%13%10%21%15%13%15%14%14%15%13%15%14%will vote, but I have not

yet made a final decision
143331219201924242011375656149I have not made any
48%1%1%10%14%16%14%18%18%16%14%16%16%14%15%decisions about how I

will vote
321549-121095438212352I do not intend to vote
11%4%2%7%-9%7%7%4%3%4%3%6%6%5%
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Decision MakingVOTE IN 2011LIKELIHOOD OF VOTING
Not

certai
Do notNotDefinin /NotCertaiCertai
intendmadeHaveAlmosttelyDidCan'tverycertain notNotn/very

todecisiandecideDecidenotremembLibConserlikelyntoveryQuiteVeryCertailikely
voteonideaddvoteerOtherSNPDemLabourvative(Net)(Net)votelikelylikelylikelyn(Net)Total

4214313912853625112316254582236312622528366299763862988Unweighted base
5214914313251332916162263915869143257383867114731845988Weighted base

----5131357031382682591237-4824476501513I have definitely decided
----100%41%44%48%61%65%52%85%9%14%-12%12%21%65%59%52%how I will vote and will

not change my mind
---132-502412682311240-382892120132I have almost decided how
---100%-15%15%15%12%19%15%1%8%15%-9%13%24%13%14%13%I will vote, but I may

still change my mind
--143--452722823272358-2213585120143I have an idea of how I
--100%--14%17%28%12%5%20%10%16%22%-5%32%30%12%14%14%will vote, but I have not

yet made a final decision
-149---563413541814472-15292777104149I have not made any
-100%---17%21%9%15%10%11%2%31%28%-39%44%24%11%12%15%decisions about how I

will vote
52----436---3152523814----52I do not intend to vote

100%----13%3%---2%1%36%20%100%36%----5%
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SEGSEGAGESEX
C2DEABC1DEC2C1AB55+35-5416-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3416-24FemaleMaleTotal

536452320216294158462279247320142145134134113534454988Unweighted base
495493295200281212353338297203150177161155142514474988Weighted base

41143423917223420032131121318713417213912093429416845Any certain / very likely
83%88%81%86%84%94%91%92%72%92%89%97%86%77%65%83%88%86%(Net)

3463852031431991862932691691701231581119673373358731Certain to vote
70%78%69%72%71%87%83%80%57%84%82%90%69%62%51%73%75%74%

6549362935142842441711142824205658114Very likely to vote
13%10%12%14%13%7%8%12%15%9%7%8%18%15%14%11%12%12%

42252616178161337891121720412667Quite likely to vote
8%5%9%8%6%4%5%4%13%4%6%1%8%11%14%8%5%7%

3092099-882253271012221638Not very likely to vote
6%2%7%5%3%-2%2%7%3%2%1%4%6%8%4%3%4%

132510320576252523817221638Certain not to vote
3%5%3%1%7%2%2%2%8%1%3%1%2%5%12%4%3%4%
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Table 3
Q3. How likely do you think you are to vote in the referendum on Scottish Independence on the 18th of September 2014?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 21st March - 2nd April 2014



REFERENDUM VOTING
INTENTIONAREAAREA

Don'tMid &NorthEast/
knowNoYesSouthWestGlasgowCentralLothiansFifeEastH&INorthSouthWestTotal

2834242811701219692135105152117280362346988Unweighted base
29640728412812812813812812812879230362395988Weighted base

20737326510911810811510411510670198304343845Any certain / very likely
70%92%93%85%92%84%83%81%89%83%88%86%84%87%86%(Net)

155336239931038610192979466177260294731Certain to vote
52%83%84%72%80%67%73%72%75%73%83%77%72%74%74%

523726161522141218124214349114Very likely to vote
17%9%9%13%12%17%10%10%14%10%5%9%12%12%12%

4215106841113612719272167Quite likely to vote
14%4%4%5%6%3%8%10%4%9%9%8%7%5%7%

221161125454528151538Not very likely to vote
7%3%2%8%2%4%3%4%3%4%2%4%4%4%4%

26843-11864415161738Certain not to vote
9%2%1%2%-9%6%5%3%3%1%2%4%4%4%
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Table 3
Q3. How likely do you think you are to vote in the referendum on Scottish Independence on the 18th of September 2014?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 21st March - 2nd April 2014



Decision MakingVOTE IN 2011LIKELIHOOD OF VOTING
Not

certai
Do notNotDefinin /NotCertaiCertai
intendmadeHaveAlmosttelyDidCan'tverycertain notNotn/very

todecisiandecideDecidenotremembLibConserlikelyntoveryQuiteVeryCertailikely
voteonideaddvoteerOtherSNPDemLabourvative(Net)(Net)votelikelylikelylikelyn(Net)Total

4214313912853625112316254582236312622528366299763862988Unweighted base
5214914313251332916162263915869143257383867114731845988Weighted base

-10412012050123213462193714968-114---114731845845Any certain / very likely
-70%84%91%98%71%84%100%97%93%94%98%-44%---100%100%100%86%(Net)
-77859247617711152123412862------731731731Certain to vote
-52%60%70%93%54%69%91%94%87%81%90%------100%87%74%

-273528245523172205-114---114-114114Very likely to vote
-18%24%21%5%17%14%9%3%6%13%8%-44%---100%-13%12%

-2921883518-63416767--67---67Quite likely to vote
-20%15%6%2%11%11%-3%7%3%1%47%26%--100%---7%

1415234314-**3-3838-38----38Not very likely to vote
26%10%1%3%1%9%2%-*1%2%-27%15%-100%----4%

38----304---21383838-----38Certain not to vote
74%----9%3%---1%1%27%15%100%-----4%
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SEGSEGAGESEX
C2DEABC1DEC2C1AB55+35-5416-3465+55-6445-5435-4425-3416-24FemaleMaleTotal

536452320216294158462279247320142145134134113534454988Unweighted base
495493295200281212353338297203150177161155142514474988Weighted base

18214711865101455399177242943568197180149329Did not vote
37%30%40%32%36%21%15%29%60%12%19%24%35%52%68%35%31%33%

21481110163246195311514423343569Conservative
4%10%4%5%6%15%13%6%2%15%10%8%3%1%2%7%7%7%

9761593938226657344621372123127781158Labour
20%12%20%19%14%10%19%17%12%23%14%21%13%15%8%15%17%16%

112965920171012995566202039Liberal Democrat
2%6%2%3%3%9%5%3%4%4%6%3%3%4%4%4%4%4%

1011255347646199992851485148217101125226S.N.P.
20%25%18%24%23%29%28%29%9%25%32%29%30%13%5%20%26%23%

23113123111211*336Other candidate or party
1%1%*1%1%*1%1%**1%1%1%**1%1%1%

8080483248326951414128242723189962161Can't remember
16%16%16%16%17%15%20%15%14%20%18%14%16%15%12%19%13%16%
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Table 4
Q4. The last Scottish Parliament election was held in May 2011. For which party did you vote for your constituency MSP in that election?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 21st March - 2nd April 2014



REFERENDUM VOTING
INTENTIONAREAAREA

Don'tMid &NorthEast/
knowNoYesSouthWestGlasgowCentralLothiansFifeEastH&INorthSouthWestTotal

2834242811701219692135105152117280362346988Unweighted base
29640728412812812813812812812879230362395988Weighted base

11112494453745395640372873131125329Did not vote
38%30%33%35%29%35%28%44%31%29%36%32%36%32%33%

85751187741117327232069Conservative
3%14%2%8%6%6%5%3%9%13%4%12%6%5%7%

439124172230302221106156281158Labour
14%22%8%13%17%24%22%17%16%8%8%7%17%20%16%

7249562-68651318939Liberal Democrat
2%6%3%4%5%1%-5%7%5%7%6%5%2%4%

60411252531193222294127726787226S.N.P.
20%10%44%20%24%15%23%17%22%32%35%31%19%22%23%

123*1-1121*2126Other candidate or party
*1%1%*1%-1%1%1%*1%1%*1%1%

676925242325291617178296072161Can't remember
22%17%9%19%18%19%21%13%14%14%11%13%17%18%16%
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Table 4
Q4. The last Scottish Parliament election was held in May 2011. For which party did you vote for your constituency MSP in that election?
BASE: All adults aged 16+ in Scotland

Prepared by TNS
Fieldwork : 21st March - 2nd April 2014



Decision MakingVOTE IN 2011LIKELIHOOD OF VOTING
Not

certai
Do notNotDefinin /NotCertaiCertai
intendmadeHaveAlmosttelyDidCan'tverycertain notNotn/very

todecisiandecideDecidenotremembLibConserlikelyntoveryQuiteVeryCertailikely
voteonideaddvoteerOtherSNPDemLabourvative(Net)(Net)votelikelylikelylikelyn(Net)Total

4214313912853625112316254582236312622528366299763862988Unweighted base
5214914313251332916162263915869143257383867114731845988Weighted base

43564550135329------9715230313555177232329Did not vote
82%38%32%38%26%100%------67%59%80%80%53%49%24%28%33%

117159------69171-15626869Conservative
2%1%5%1%12%------100%1%3%2%-1%5%9%8%7%

318322382-----158-93023420128149158Labour
6%12%22%18%16%-----100%-7%11%6%8%6%18%18%18%16%

-42826----39--35-*32343739Liberal Democrat
-3%1%6%5%----100%--2%2%-1%4%2%5%4%4%

-352826138---226---714-*67212219226S.N.P.
-23%19%20%27%---100%---5%6%-1%9%7%29%26%23%

-1213--6-----1---1566Other candidate or party
-*1%1%1%--100%-----*---*1%1%1%

634272470-161-----2649441823111134161Can't remember
11%23%19%18%14%-100%-----18%19%12%10%27%20%15%16%16%
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