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Careers
8 pages of ideas to give 
you something to live for

8 pages of ideas to give 
you something to work for

With a budget of just £200,000 
the cast will be largely made up of 
unknowns.

“It’s low budget but it’s easier to 
make films like this,” said Ali. “£200,000 
in film terms is a pittance. We need to 
raise more, so there are opportunities 
for investment. This story is deep with 
a lot of issues, but people should not 
shy away from telling it.”
Go to shongram.com.

A
first-time film-maker from 
east London is hoping his 
movie will shed new light 
on a bloody episode of Asian 

history.
Munsur Ali is about to start 

shooting his debut film Shongram set 
against the backdrop of the brutal 
Bangladeshi war of independence 
in 1971. Shongram, the Bengali word 
for “struggle”, is the tale of a British 
Bengali on his deathbed, reflecting on 
his youth, lost love and the war that 
shaped his future.

December marked the 40th 
anniversary of the end of a war 
between West Pakistan and East 
Pakistan, now Bangladesh. According 
to the Bangladeshi government 
around three million people, mostly 
innocent civilians, were massacred 
by the Pakistani army, while some 
10million people fled the country, 
many to Britain. It’s a war that still has 
resonance today.

Ali said: “The US State Department 
reported that one in every 50 people 
on the planet is a Bangladeshi. They 
are in all corners of the world now 
because of the massive emigration 
that happened. Despite that this is 
still a war that very few people know 
much about.

“My family came to the UK in 
1980 and the knock-on effect of 
that emigration was the poverty in 
Bangladesh that’s still there today. 

“The Pakistani government has 
never apologised for what happened. 
This is my attempt to do some justice 
to the era as a Bangladeshi film-maker, 
but my aim is for a mainstream cinema 
release to get the message to a wider 
audience.

“The film is a work of fiction 
based on fact. It’s set around a village 
occupied by the Pakistani army. 
It’s representative of the whole of 
Bangladesh, and what happens there 
reflects the experience of the whole 
country. There were terrible killing 
fields there.”

Ali, 33, is the founder of the 
Limelight Film Awards. He wrote the 
script and will direct the film in the 
UK and Bangladesh, where around 80 
per cent of shooting will take place.

MONTY Python meets The Fast 
Show in the latest production 
coming to the Greenwich 
Playhouse.

Michael Horspool’s The 
Sword And The Dope is a 
comedy re-telling the story of 
King Arthur. It’s making the 
move across the river after a 
successful stint at the King’s 
Head Theatre in Islington.

For writer Michael the 
project is all about revisiting 
the British comedy gold of 
yesteryear.

“I tend to write in two 
different styles,” he said. 
“Sometimes Pinteresque 
serious pieces but this one is 
inspired by all my favourites. 
Tommy Cooper, Morecambe 

and Wise, Monty Python and 
The Fast Show. 

“Typical British humour that 
speaks through all genera-
tions. There isn’t too much 
about these days which is a 
shame. There are re-runs but 
no modern Christmas specials 
of that kind. So I thought I 
would put this together.”

The production has received 
rave reviews from perform-
ances at the King’s Head. 

As well as writing the 
script, Michael also put 
together the lyrics and music 
despite admitting to being 
“a bad musician”. Computer 
programmes were used for the 
creation of 12 songs.

Bermondsey-born Michael 
has written a series of shows 
and recently The Greater 
Game – a story about a team 
of footballers during the First 
World War – has attracted 

Sport / P38-39

Shedding
light on 
a bloody
conflict

My tribute to golden 
age of the Britcom

War of independence 
has been largely 
forgotten despite its 
significant impact
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Munsur Ali wants to tell a story 
set against the Bangladeshi 
war of independence, top

Canary Coaching
Set your personal goals for 2012?
If so, a few coaching sessions could greatly
increase your chances of achieving them

If not, let us help you get started
Free initial life coaching session during

January
For fast, effective, professional help go to:

www.canarycoaching.com –
appointments in Canary Wharf

NEW DATES ON THE WEBSITE FOR 2012

citysailing.com

RYA Sailing Theory Courses
in Canary Wharf and the City
•RYA Day Skipper and Yachtmaster•RYA VHF, Sea Survival, Radar First Aid
Individual Courses and Group Discounts

Contact Paul Bew RYA Yachtmaster Examiner

07701
085645

Unfair Dismissal, Redundancy,
Discrimination. Wages Claim?
Tacticks offer practical employment law advice, HR services,
training and representation at Employment Tribunal’s to
both individuals and companies across the UK.
Call us now on 0844 478 1177 for free initial consultation
www.tacticks.co.uk enquiries@tacticks.co.uk
Twitter@Tacticks Facebook.com/tacticks


