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Brief Personal History of Hildegard Goss-Mayr 
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1930 
1953 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1962 

Born in Vienna, Austria 
Awarded a Ph,D, by the Uni vers ity of 
Vienna; na med traveli ng secretary of the 
In ternationa l Fell owship of Reconciliat ion 
(IFOR) 
Marries Jean Goss; work in Prague and 
Moscow, including organ izat ion of the firs t 
Eas t-West theo logical conference of the 
Catho lic , Protestant , a nd Orthodox 
churches on evangelical nonviolence 
"Vork in Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovaki a , 
and the United States 
Work in Rumania , Bulgari a, and Yugo
slav ia 
Work in Latin America; meets Archbishop 
He lder Pessoa Cama ra; coll abo rates in the 
presentat ion of proposa ls to the Second 
Vat ican Council concerning a lternati ves to 
violence, ex ploitation, and war based on 
the nonviolence of the Gospel 

1963 Work in Brita in , Ireland , Scandinavia, 
Portugal, and Spa in 

1964~65 Spends one yea r with her fami ly in Brazil; 
first nonviolent g roups in Lat in America 
fo unded 

1967 Attends the first coordinat ing conference 
of Latin American nonviolent movements 
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(Montevideo, Uruguay) and the first offi
cia l nati ona l seminar on revolutionary non
violence (Brazil) 

1968 Work in Czechoslovakia; attends the sec
ond East-West theo logical conference of 
the Catholic, Protestant, a nd Orthodox 
churches on evange lica l nonviolence (Vien
na) 

1970~7 1 Spends one year with her fami ly in Mexico; 
wor k in Colombi a, Venezuela, Chile, Ar
gent ina , the United States, and Portuga l 

1972 Work in Spa in , Portuga l, Scandinavia, and 
the Balka ns 

1973 'Nork in Angola , Mozambique, and South 
Africa 

1974 "Vork in Angola, Mozambique, and Por
tuga l; attends the second coordinating COI1-

ference of Latin American nonviolent 
movements (Medellfn, Colombi a); Servicio 
Paz y J usticia formed 

1 974~75 Work in Leba non 
1976 Work in Israel, South Africa , Rhodesia, 

and Tanzania 
1977 Attends a seminar for La tin American 

bishops, "Nonviolence: The Liberating 
Force of the Gospel" (Bogota , Colombia) , 
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a t which proposals are elaborated fo r pre
senta ti on a t the Continental Bishops ' Con
ference (Puebla, Mex ico) 

1979 Work in Salvador 
1980 Work in Lebanon 
1981 ~82 Work in Poland 
1982 Addresses the second United Nations Spe

cia l Session on Disarmament as vice
president of IFOR 

1984 Work in the Philippines 
1985~88 Work in Asia, especia lly Tha iland, Bangla

desh, and the Philippines 
1987 Work in Ecuador 
1988 

1989 

1990 

~rork in Hong Kong; named honorary 
president of IFOR (with Jean Goss); award-
ed an honora ry Doctor of Divinity degree 
by Kalamazoo, Michigan, USA 
Attends the European Ecumenical Assem
bly on Peace, Justice, and the Integrity of 
Creation (Basel, S\-vitzerland) as specia l 
counsel 
Work in Eastern Europe, Zaire, Hong 
Kong, and Ita ly 

Major Writings 
Die Macht del' Gewaltlosen (1968) 
Revolution a/me Gewalt: Christen ails Ost und West in 

Gesprach; coauthor with Jean Goss (1968) 
Del' Mensch V01' dem Unrecht: Spiritualitat und Praxis 

gewaltloser Befreiung (1976) 
Geschenll del' Annen an die Reichen: Zellgnisse aus 

dem gewalt/reien Kampf in Lateinamerilw (1979) 
Gerard Houver, Jean et Hildegard Goss: La non

violence, c'est la vie; a book-length conversation 
with Hildegard Goss-Mayr and Jean Goss (1982) 

Major Awards 
Luis Maria Xirinacs Award, Pax Christ i Spa in, with 

Jean Goss (1 976) 
Award fo r Commi tment to Human Rights Work , Dr. 

Bruno Kreisky Foundation, Austri a; with Jean 
Goss (1979) 

Pope Paul VI "T eacher for Peace" Award, Pax Chris
ti USA; with Jean Goss (1986) 

Nomina ted, with Jean Goss, for the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1979, 1981, and 1987 
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