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HHA Restoration -
Historical Committee 
meeting at 1218 Heights Blvd., 

Thursday, September 25th

The next Houston Heights Associa-
tion Restoration/Historical Com-
mittee meeting will be held at 1218 
Heights Blvd. on Thursday, Sep-
tember 25th from 7:30 to 9:30 PM. 
This meeting will be at the recently 
restored prestigious Heights Blvd. 
bungalow home and studio of 
contemporary artist, John Palmer. 
John’s concept was to renovate the 
existing bungalow and add another 
3,000 square feet rather than tear 
down and totally rebuild in this his-
toric neighborhood. By keeping the 
bungalow, his new residence has 
kept several very artistic elements 

August General Meet-
ing Highlights Bakery

By Nikkie Eliason, Assistant to the 
chef
Kraftsmen Baking has found a new 
home in the Heights’ Old Oriental 
Textile Mill building.  Kraftsmen 
Baking is owned by Chef Scott Ty-
cer, a native Houstonian, whose cu-
linary accolades reach far and wide.  
He is co-owner of Gravitas restau-
rant at 807 Taft Street, also housed 
in an older building refurbished 
with contemporary aspects in addi-
tion to keeping with the buildings 
historic originality.  Tycer’s vision 
of transforming the mill space into 
a modern bakery and offices with 
historic flare has flourished into a 
10,000+ square foot space that will 

HHA Board Opposes 
Hi-Rise on White Oak

The following position statement 
was adopted by unanimous vote of 
the HHA Board of Directors at its 
July 21, 2008 meeting.  

In furtherance of its mission to 
preserve and enhance the historic 
character of Houston Heights, the 
Houston Heights Association can-
not support the construction of a 
high-rise commercial building (9-13 
stories with three lower floors of 
parking garage) currently proposed 
for the corner of White Oak (6th 
street) and Oxford. 

The scale and form of the proposed 
building is not in character with

Importand Board Election Information on Page 9
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Bicycle Rally Needs 
Prizes and Volunteers

The Heights Bicycle Rally Com-
mittee is near accomplishing its 
goal of having a prize for every 
child that completes the rally. 
But they are very short of prizes 
for adults. They are looking for 
merchandise or gift certificates 
for services and entertainment.
The bike rally also needs vol-
unteers. There are two check 
point/water stations on the rally 
route. Volunteers are needed to 
work an hour & 45 minute shift. 
The check points are located 
at Braeswood Park (Kelving & 
Morningside) and Root Memo-
rial Square on Austin St. near 
the Toyota Center. It is possible 
to work a shift and also ride the 
rally. Every volunteer receives a 
Heights Bicycle Rally T-shirt.

If you can volunteer or can con-
tribute a prize, e-mail Rally Chair, 
Paul Carr at torturet@aol.com or 
call 713-869-0505.

Contract Let On 
Heights Bike Trail

On July 7th TxDot (Texas De-
partment of Transportation) 
issued a contract to South Coast 
Construction, Inc. to build the 
Heights Bicycle Trail on the old 
MKT rail right-of-way. Construc-
tion is scheduled to start in 
September. The contract calls for 
the project to be completed in 
195 working days. Next Spring 
Heights bicycle riders will be able 
to ride from 19th street to down-
town Houston on the trail.
Representatives of South Coast 
Construction will be on the 
program of the HHA general 
meeting on September 8th. The 
September meeting will focus on 
bicycling in the Heights and this 
year’s Heights Bicycle Rally. For 
information and registration for 
the rally, go to houstonheights.
org.

City of Houston 
Reconsidering Value of 

Recycling

The city of Houston is studying the 
efficiency of its recycling program, 
due to the low number of partici-
pants in certain neighborhoods. 
They claim 43 neighborhoods, 
involving 23,000 homes have 
less than a 10% rate of curbside 
recycling, with their truck driving 
through with only a few bins.  The 
national average is 25%.  
With the price of fuel, equipment 
and staffing, such collection rates 
are not cost effective.

The city estimates the Heights 
area recycling rate at about 21% 
of homes.  The more compliant 
neighborhoods performing at 70% 
plus rates.  

Though there are those who refute 
the value of recycling, most do not.  
In an effort to save even a small 
portion of our land fills, re-commit 
yourself to separating recyclables.  
Talk with your neighbors and 
friends. This is a no-brainer.

mailto:editor@houstonheights.org
mailto:torturet@aol.com
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Notification of 
Capital Improvement 
Program Construction 

Project in your area

In order to keep pace with the 
growing needs of the community, 
the City of Houston through the 
Department of Public Works and 
Engineering will be improving 
the wastewater lines, water lines, 
storm sewers and new streets in 
the area described below. The 
contractor for this project is 
Pace Services, L.P. and work will 
start on August 18, 2008 and is 
scheduled to end on September 
12, 2009  You may not see any 
activity by the contractor for 
several weeks after the construc-
tion time has begun. This is due 
to the contractor getting prepared 
to perform work which includes 
procurement of materials and 
equipment, setting up staging 
areas or working in other areas in 
the project

A detailed description and con-
tact information is listed below.
The project consists of the 
complete reconstruction of nine 
neighborhood streets.  The pro-
posed construction will consist 
of concrete roadways with curbs, 
sidewalks and underground utili-
ties.

WBS No.                     N-000395-0001-4
Project Description:    Neighborhood Street Reconstruction Project 
463
Construction Cost:      $7,131,447.60

Streets involved in construction:

Street Name                   To                             From
Beauchamp Street          Redan Street             North  Main Street
Cortlandt  Street            White Oak Blvd       11th Street
Cortlandt Street             12th Street                14th Street
Cortlandt Street             18th Street                22nd Street
Cortlandt Street             23rd Street                Aurora Street
Nest Lane                        Marable Drive          Feamster Drive
White  Oak Blvd             Heights Blvd            Cortlandt Street

Construction Firm:              Pace Services, L.P.
Construction Firm Project Manager:  :Brody Maedgen: 
                Ph.- (281) 256-2201
City of Houston Project Manager: :     Dotun Ogundare:-  
e-mail:Dotun.ogundare@cityofhouston.net  Ph.- 713-837-7027
City of Houston Managing Engineer: :  Aldo Ranzani, P.E.:
e-mail:- aldo.ranzani@cityofhouston.net  Ph:- 713-837-7047
                                                                       
The contractor is required to provide residents written notification, 
via door hangers, 72 hours prior to construction beginning on your 
street. Periodic updates of the construction schedule will be sent out 
using CitizensNet.

If you have questions about the construction phase please contact 
the City of Houston Project Manager listed above. If the issue is not 
resolved to your satisfaction please contact the City of Houston Man-
aging Engineer listed above or Tim Lincoln, Senior Assistant Direc-
tor, Construction Branch at (713) 837-7074 or e-mail at tim.lincoln@
cityofhouston.net

Register for CitizensNet or go to www.houstontx.gov and scroll down 
to CitizensNet logo.

file:///Users/mark/Documents/HHA/newsletter%20work/August%202008%20HHA%20NL%20Folder/www.houstontx.gov
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Reagan Opens Track 
& Field Complex to 
Heights Community

Six years ago, the planning com-
mittee for Reagan High School’s 
multi-million dollar renovation 
envisioned a modern-day school 
and athletic facility that would 
become the center of the Heights 
community. With the formal 
dedication of the “New” Reagan 
High School in May school ad-
ministrators are ready to open the 
first-class track and field as well as 
the tennis courts to the Heights 
Community. 

During the summer months, the 
custodial staff worked Monday 
through Fridays and opened both 
14th and 13th Street gates to the 
track and field from 7 a.m. until 
dusk, or approximately 8:30 p.m. 
On holidays, weekends and dur-
ing staff vacation periods, volun-
teers from the community assist-
ed the Reagan staff by unlocking 
the gates twice a day from 7-10 
a.m. and again from 5:30-dusk.

Head Athletic Coach Harry Co-
lon reported the lawn was ready 
to withstand daily use in early 
July. “We had an incident with 
the sprinkler’s electrical system 
last month but that was repaired. 
With the arrival of our new lawn 
equipment, the athletic 
staff worked hard this 
summer to ensure that the 
field will be ready in time 
for the beginning of foot-
ball training in August.”

Coach Colon asks that the 

community observe a few rules 
while using the Reagan facilities. 
“Please keep all equipment with 
wheels off of the synthetic track 
surface including bicycles, skate-
boards, roller blades and jogging 
strollers. Also, no pets are allowed 
or any activities that will cause 
any damage. We are extremely 
proud of our new sports complex 
and look forward to another suc-
cessful Bulldog football season.” 

All final items on the construc-
tion “punch list” are scheduled 
for completion by August 1 in 
time for the new school year. 
While not an official School 
PARK (SPARK), the school staff 
anticipates that, with everyone’s 
cooperation, the Reagan athletic 
facilities will be one of the most 
popular Heights gathering spots 
for years to come.  
For more information, please 
contact Coach Colon (hcolon@
houstonisd.org) or the Reagan 
HS Athletic Department office, 
713-865-4400 during school 
hours. During non-school hours, 
residents may contact the HISD 
Police at 713-892-7777 to report 
any problems or concerns.

HHA Crime and Public 
Safety Committee 
meeting at Fire Station, 
Tuesday, August 26th

The next Houston Heights Asso-
ciation - Crime and Public Safety 
Committee meeting will be held 
at the Fire Station on Tuesday, 
August 26th from 6:30pm to 
8:00pm. Come learn the latest 
information regarding Gangs. 
You will not want to miss this 
critical information. Also, we will 
be discussing upcoming efforts 
for National Night Out. Because 
of Texas’ summer heat, the Na-
tional Association of Town Watch 
(NATW) has approved the date 
of October 7, 2008, for National 
Night Out this year.

 The Houston Heights Associa-
tion - Crime and Public Safety 
Committee meetings are open 
to the public and take place the 
4th Tuesday of the month. The 
meetings serve as an excellent 
forum to learn more about crime 
issues in our community. Please 
let Committee Chairman, Ed 
Gonzalez know of any specific 
topics you would like to discuss 
at future meetings. Contact Ed at 
edward.gonzalez@yahoo.com or 
telephone him at (713)498-6969.

mailto:hcolon@houstonisd.org
mailto:hcolon@houstonisd.org
mailto:edward.gonzalez@yahoo.com
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Houston Heights Association Membership Application
Please indicate Membership Category on reverse.

Name(s)

Address

City State ZIP

Phone Number(s)

Email Address(es)

Mail this form with a check made to Houston Heights Association or HHA to: 
Houston Heights Association — Membership
P.O. Box 70735
Houston, TX  77270-0735

There are many opportunities 
for volunteer service. Please 
indicate your interests on the 
reverse of this form.

HHA members: Please pass this membership form along to a friend or neighbor who is not a member.  You can also use 
it to update your email or postal address should either have changed.

cont’d from pg 1  HiRise. . .

adjacent commercial and residen-
tial architecture or with the neigh-
borhood as a whole, which is 
largely composed of one and two 
story buildings. Such an intensive 
use of the site would result in a 
building that would tower over 
and impose itself on the views 
of historic residences and their 
gardens. It would also create a 
significant increase in vehicular 
traffic at the intersection of 6th 
and Oxford. 

The HHA understands that 
change is inevitable, and actively 
encourages the construction of 
new buildings (on non-historic 
sites) that are compatible with the 
form, scale and character of the 
Houston Heights.  The construc-
tion of this office tower would 
create a precedent for the future 
development of large scale multi-
story commercial and residential 
buildings that would be in direct 
conflict with the unique small- 
town character of one of Hous-
ton’s special neighborhoods.  

New 20 Mile Route for 
Heights Bicycle Rally

This year’s Heights Bicycle Rally, 
scheduled for Sunday October 5th 
will travel a new 20 mile route. The 
new route will take riders on city 
bike trails through the Heights, 
Montrose, South Hampton, Morn-
ingside, Braeswood, Texas Medical 
Center, Herman Park, Midtown, 
Downtown and Norhill. Unlike 
last year when there were 16 and 24 
mile routes, there will only be one 
route this year.

Mystery sites for the scavenger hunt 
will be located along the entire 
route. This years rally maps will 
also include food and drink op-
tions along the route.
The September General Meeting 
of the Houston Heights Associa-
tion will be dedicated to bicycling. 
There will be presentations on bi-
cycle trails, types of bicycles, bicycle 
maintenance and the Heights Fly-
ers Bicycle Club. For details on the 
Bicycle Rally go to www.houston-
heights.org or contact Rally Chair-
man, Paul Carr at 713-869-0505.



6

Houston Heights Association Membership Application
Membership Categories
_ Individual ($20)
_ Household ($25)
_ Nonprofit/Church ($50)
_ Small Business ($65)
_ Standard Business ($150)

_ New membership
_ Change of name or address
_ Change of email address

Volunteer Opportunities

Events
_ Spring Home Tour
_ Heights Fun Run
_ Heights Bike Rally
_ Holiday Home Tour

Committees
_ Boulevard Beautification & Flower Gardens
_ Business Community
_ Crime & Security
_ Education
_ Friends of the Parks
_ Historical Preservation
_ Land Use
_ Membership
_ Newsletter

Community Calendar
Events planned by other community 
organizations.

Every Wednesday and 
Saturday, 10:00 AM to 4:00 
PM, Historic Houston’s salvage 
warehouse is open. Call 713-522-
0542 or visit their web site www.
historichouston.org.

Calling all Chefs!
The Houston Food Bank’s 
Operation Frontline program is 
hosting a cocktail mixer at M2 
Gallery, 325 West 19th in the 
Heights, on Tuesday, August 5 at 
6 p.m.  Operation Frontline is in 
need of chef volunteers to teach 
cooking classes to low income 
kids and adults to prepare/pro-
vide nutritious and filling foods 
for their family even with a limit-
ed budget.  Please join us to learn 
more about how you may Share 
your Strength with Houston’s low 
income population. 
For more information on this 
important program, visit http://
www.houstonfoodbank.org/op-
erationfrontline.aspx
Please RSVP to Kristen House, 
khouse@houstonfoodbank.org, 
or call 713-547-8643 for more 
information.

New Members
Daniel & Kelly Booth
Denise Butler
Irma Carvajal
Casa Milagro, Leyla Wydler
Karen Conticello
Gallery M2, Max Harrison
Andrew Groves
Healthy Solutions Wellness, 
    Nicole Thomas
Carole Johnston
Terri Arden Moleski
Casey Myers
Vossler & Renken, Dawn Renken
Cynthia Rogers

Donations
Jackie & Robert Witt--Parks

Holiday Home Tour 
2008

Friday, December 5, 6 – 9 p.m
Saturday, December 6, 3 – 9 p.m.

Docents will be available to point 
out the rich history, architecture 
and unique holiday 
decorations of each home. And, 
volunteers are welcome (and 
wanted) for the docent 
positions (and you get a free 
ticket for the home tour for being 
a docent).  
Advance tickets will be available 
online at www.houstonheights.
org and at various 
Houston Heights locations at a 
later date.  Tickets will also be 
available on tour days.
It is important to note there will 
be no tour on Sunday this year.  
This is in consideration of our 
gracious homeowners (hand-
picked by Santa himself) and of 
the many obligations we all seem 
to have this time of year.  Plan 
accordingly!

cont’d from pg 1  Gen. Meeting . . .

Grenader Properties, is the 9th 
oldest building in Houston and 
with new interest and incom-
ing business is sure to withstand 
certain tests of time.  Bakery 
production began in the new 
space the last week of May.  Visi-
tors are welcome to schedule a 
time to tour the bakery, to do so, 
please contact Nikki Eliason at 
(832)209-7174.”

file:///Users/mark/Documents/HHA/newsletter%20work/August%202008%20HHA%20NL%20Folder/www.historichouston.org
file:///Users/mark/Documents/HHA/newsletter%20work/August%202008%20HHA%20NL%20Folder/www.historichouston.org
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/operationfrontline.aspx
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/operationfrontline.aspx
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/operationfrontline.aspx
mailto:khouse@houstonfoodbank.org
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Calendar (continued from back cover)
Calendar of Events for September 2008
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Labor Day 2 recycling 3 4 5 6
Heights 1st Sat

7 8
HHA General 
Meeting “Bi-
cycling,” Fire 
Station, 7pm

9
Bike Rally Meet-
ing 6:30 Fire 
Station

10 11 12 13

14 15 recycling
HHA Board 
Meeting Fire 
Station 6:30pm

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23
Crime and Secu-
rity Meeting 
6:30 Fire Station

24
PIP Meeting 
7:00 pm, 1600 
State Street

25
Deadline for 
next newsletter

26 27

28 29 recycling 30
Bike Rally Meet-
ing 6:30 Fire 
Station

  

Future History

October 5, Bicycle Rally
December 5-6, Holiday Home Tour
February 22, 2009, Awards Dinner
April 3-5, 2009, Spring Home Tour
April 18, 2009. HHA Camp-Out
     & Music Fest
June 6,2009, Heights Fun Run

Kroger Shoppers 
Can Donate To 
HHA Projects

HHA members can have a dona-
tion made to Heights Association 
Boulevard and Parks Projects 
when they shop at Kroger Super 
Markets. The next time you shop 
at Kroger’s, after the clerk scans 
your Kroger Plus card, have them 
scan the bar code below. For the 
next year, every time you shop at 
Kroger’s and show your Kroger 
Plus card, the store will make a 
donation to HHA’s Boulevard 

and Parks Projects. Also ask your 
friends and neighbors to use the 
bar code. There is no additional 
cost to the member.  Just cut out 
and present the  barcode below to 
your cashier.



2008 HOLIDAY HOME TOUR “ENCHANTMENT” 
 VOLUNTEER DOCENT

Name:  ______________________  
Contact information: 
Phone: _____________________; Email: ____________________________________
If you know the general time you would like to volunteer, please indicate your availability: 
Fri., December 5: ____; Sat. afternoon, December 6: ____; Sat. evening, December 6: ____. 

Other comments: _____________________________________________________
Please return this form to: Eleanor Lane, 609 E. 10th Street, Houston, TX 77008.
Thanks so much for your interest!

Six fabulous Houston Heights' 
homes will be part of this year’s 
tour.  Docents are needed to 
share homeowner-provided infor-
mation on the homes’ history, 
architecture, and unique holiday 
decorations with the tour guests.  

People to take tickets and do 
other tasks are also needed.

Consider being part of the fun 
and volunteer for a shift during 
the tour which will be held Friday 
evening, December 5, 6:00-9:00 

p.m., and Saturday, December 
6, 3:00-9:00 p.m. The form is 
provided below.
For more information or to sign 
up, contact Eleanor Lane at 832-
922-9668 or 
elane@northstarlane.com.

ADD FUN TO YOUR WINTER HOLIDAYS
VOLUNTEER TO BE A DOCENT FOR THE 2008 HISTORIC 

HOUSTON HEIGHTS HOLIDAY HOME TOUR “ENCHANTMENT.”

including the original wood ceil-
ings and glass French doors. The 
Height’s community has played 
a vital role in supporting John’s 
ever-growing artistic career, thus he 
strongly felt the Houston Heights 
should be his home. 
Mr. Palmer’s career began 10 years 
ago. After studying in Florence, 
Italy at the Santa Reparata Inter-
national School of Art, his travels 
and studies took him to Greece, 
Mexico, Canada, France and To-
kyo.  He describes his work in more 
emotional than technical terms.  
His art, and his path, are free, full 
of light and alive with energy and 
movement.  Current works are 
displayed at fine art galleries across 
the country including New York, 
Scottsdale, Seattle, New Orleans 
and Boston.  John has upcoming 
exhibits at Neiman Marcus in the 

Houston Galleria, London and 
Paris.

John and his architect, Sam 
Gianukos with Creole Designs, 
strongly felt that restoring one of 
the diminishing number of well 
built, beautiful Heights bungalows 
saves the environment by not recy-
cling the tear-down construction 
materials to a dump site and overall 
restoration contributes to neighbor-
hood historic preservation. John 
also used the construction magic of 
Terri Robinson’s Construction by 
Design company for make the total 
project come together.

This meeting will highlight an ex-
ample of recycling a historic Hous-
ton Heights property from days 
past with discussion of updates for 
current use. Overall the original 
exterior beauty and character of 

this historic property has been kept 
intact. For those interested in his-
tory or how a historic property can 
be modified, this meeting will be 
a must. Also, for those wanting to 
meet some neighbors and have an 
enjoyable evening, do attend. 

The Houston Heights Restoration/
Historical Committee meetings 
are open to the public quarterly to 
learn about history and restoration 
in keeping with the appreciation 
of the historic nature of the Hous-
ton Heights. Please let Committee 
Chairman, Dean Swanson, know if 
you have a restoration project, his-
torical structure under restoration 
or historical information or photos 
pertaining to the Heights to share 
at future meetings. Contact Dean 
at restoration@houstonheights.org 
or telephone him at (713) 880-
2832.

cont’d from pg 1 Restoration...
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mailto:elane@northstarlane.com
mailto:restoration@houstonheights.org
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Director Election 
Schedule

Seven of the fifteen positions on 
the HHA Board of Directors will 
be filled by election over the next 
few months.  Five positions are 
opening due to normal expiration 
of terms; members elected to these 
five positions will have three-year 
terms.  Two positions are for the 
remaining last year of terms ended 
by resignations.

The five nominees receiving the 
highest numbers of votes will fill 
the three-year terms; the nominees 
receiving the sixth and seventh-
highest vote counts will fill the 
one-year vacancies.  See the right 
column for a list of current Direc-
tors.

The schedule for the election of 
Directors to serve terms start-
ing in 2009 will be as follows, in 
accordance with the By-Laws and 
Policies of the Association:
• September 8, Nominations for 
Board of Directors will be held at 
the General Meeting. Nominators 
and nominees must be current 
members of the Association. Nomi-
nators may speak for two minutes, 
seconders for one. Please be sure 
before you nominate someone that 
your nominee is willing to commit 
to serve. Nominees will not be al-
lowed to speak on their own behalf 
during the September meeting.

• By September 10, the Election 
Committee will distribute to nomi-
nees election packets containing 
bylaws, policies, articles of incor-
poration, committee responsibility 

list, detailed election schedule, and 
a statement confirming that the 
nominee has read the bylaws and 
policies and agrees to serve in ac-
cordance with them if elected.

• By September 13, signed state-
ments from nominees are due, as 
well as a 50-word statement from 
each nominee for publication in 
the October newsletter.

• October 13, nominees or their 
representatives may speak on their 
qualifications at the General Meet-
ing for 3 minutes. They will also 
draw for ballot positions.

• On or before October 20, the 
Election Committee will mail a bal-
lot with a control number to each 
member whose dues are current as 
of October 1.

• By November 8 at the close of 
the post office, ballots returned by 
mail must be received with control 
numbers intact.

• November 10, polls will be open 
for secret balloting in person from 
6:00 PM to 7:00 PM before the 
General Meeting.  The Election 
Committee will tabulate ballots 
and announce the results during 
the meeting.  The results will also 
be published in the December 
newsletter.

Houston Heights 
Association 2008 

Board of Directors

The following members are cur-
rently serving on the Board of 
Directors of the Houston Heights 
Association.  The number in pa-
rentheses after the name is the last 
year of that person's current term 
as Director.

Paul Carr (2010) 
Angela DeWree (2010) 
Mike Easley (2010) 
Chris Silkwood (2010) 
                   President-Elect
Lanna von Baden (2010)
Bill Baldwin (2009) 
Janice Evans-Davis (2009) 
Mark Williamson (2009)
Jim DePitts (2008)  
Mary Ellis (2008)
Denise Martin (2008) 
Genie Mims (2008) 
Martin Piké (2008) 
Jim Potter (2008) 
Kelly Simmons (2008) 
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Calendar of Events for August 2008
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Heights 1st Sat

3 4 recycling
Land Use Meet-
ing, Fire Station
Plans re:1101 
Heights Blvd.

5 6 7 8 9

10 11   
HHA Gen-
eral Meeting 
“Bread,” 7:00 
PM, Fire Station

12
Bike Rally Meet-
ing 6:30 Fire 
Station

13 14 15 16

17 18 recycling
HHA Board 
Meeting, 6:30 
PM, Fire Station

19 20 21
Deadline for 
next newsletter

22 23

24 25 26 
Crime and Secu-
rity Meeting 
6:30 Fire Station

27
PIP Meeting 
7:00 pm, 1600 
State Street

28 29 30

31


