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Pauline Yu’s Reading of Imagery in the
Chinese and Western Poetic Tradition*

*

Wang Wan-Hsiang*

Abstract

Pauline Yu (1949- ) is an eminent Chinese-American Sinologist who has
chaired The American Council of Learned Societies since 2003. Professor
Yu’s scholarly specialization is the study of classical Chinese poetry,
especially that of the High-T ang period. She is particularly well known for
two volumes on classical Chinese poetry: The Poetry of Wang Wei: New
Translations and Commentary (1980) and The Reading of Imagery in the
Chinese Poetic Tradition (1987). In recent years, She has edited or co-edited
and contributed several essays to three books on Chinese literature, history
and culture: Voices of the Song Lyric in China (1994), Culture and State in
Chinese History: Conventions, Accommodations, and Critiques (1997) and
Ways with Words: Writing about Texts from Early China (2000). Lately, she
has also joined the editorship of Longman Anthology of World Literature
Volume 1&I1 (2004) and strived to promote a better understanding of Chinese
literature in the world stage.

This paper aims to fuse the horizon of Chinese-Western poetics, paying
attention to Pauline Yu’s reading of imagery in the cross-cultural context, and
the methodology of comparative literature. In the first part of this study, I
will make a survey of the theory of poetic image. The discussion of poetic
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image in the Chinese and Western tradition is my concentration in the ensuing
two parts of paper. Thereafter, | will continue to examine Pauline Yu’s study
on Chinese poetic imagery, and focus on the responses and challenges of the
book in Western Sinological circle. Finally, I will demonstrate how Pauline
Yu’s interpretation of Chinese- Western poetics appropriate and successful is,
when she adopts western theories to analyze classical Chinese poetry.
Above all, Pauline Yu has attempted to seek common poetics and preserve the
cultural differences, and | believe this is what she could ever have offered a
heterogeneous dialogue and a broader view to the study of comparative
literature.

Keywords : Comparative poetics, Imagery, Metaphor, Poetic image, Simile,
Symbol
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BEBELSERLEY  ANBY THFIE—S R, LigBRF
BlILIKFNERZT , AREBAHERBERNRE , KRAUBHESD
BIFRERNHAR. KERFI TR (F) 2ERAL , F2ERER
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R FAFENRAESR  YEAATEERRFENMBEHFERE
FE A MEBGTEFZRALXRZBERS K EESE[HN , TRHE-
BEERNLBFEHRE.

=, PAFEERWBLR

ESHEZAHN "ERNERNEAR , FESAAKRER—Z,
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BERZBER  BRBXERIAMCHERREX , TR EERBHHRE LMD
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* Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese Poetic Tradition. (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1987), p.ix-xi.
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Macmillan Publishing Company, 1986), p. 248.
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KREMABFAFEHENRE ?BAREBERE , SRR (HBFREE

Y RERRE, HEEE  (PEFR), (Bt : £, 1977 &) , H 151-213,
 Ibid. , B 152,
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imagery in T’ang poetry) BREKRR : T# (FHE) WERHESB , BRER
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Y 2EBE HARE, (CHEBFWARD  (FETARRRE), (AL ¥t ,
1978 %) , E 339%

YV B RE : Kao Yu-kung & Mei Tsu-lin, “Syntax, Diction, and Imagery in T’ang
Poetry,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 31.2 (September 1971): 49-136; Kao
Yu-kung & Mei Tsu-lin, “Meaning, Metaphor, and Allusion in T’ang Poetry,” Harvard
Journal of Asiatic Studies 38.2 (December 1978): 281-355, X EI:=Z:52 B ME1E B,
BRIRE, EE#HF , (WMEFNEEZ. AFEHER (PHAXR) K F-BF
10 & 11 & 12 HA (1973 £F) , H 30-63 & 100-114 & 152-169 ; M5HE. SR IFEE.
BEEHE  (BERNFEEMR) (PDEHEFEZH) , (Adt : BEHRLQA , 1976
%), H 133-215,

©EERE  (BERRANWEMN) , (L¥F  BMERYE , 2001 F) , 73-156 H.

9 Burton Watson, Chinese Lyricism: Shih Poetry from the Second to the Twelfth Century,
with Translations, (New York: Columbia University Press), p.122.
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RER  MEZFEMEEEZEH , IURBIERER , EAE,
ELFNERTFREERNENLR  HEEHFREERBESNER  BEAR
WMERESNEGRZTME,

REA, BER—BALIIRMRE , EARPEHTAXEEREGTHH
2, BFRRE N image WBIFRFEME , EFREEZERFRNEY ,
CRHERGR XM, FE. AFE. SEXENREZY , BRRAIER
ENEEN—BNA. PEHZAMEANERERARZ  HERREN
BASRAKHNREMHER ? ER—BEESKMEAZNHEE, ETRMEE
Ef, ER—FARET—ENER , fINBRAYRTEEEERES

BROBEE, HRX , EAAASZRKERBULUIASR , EEEREAR
BUAEANBERE  BREEK , BRANZEREERIVREENY
Rk, BR, ARKRENENER—F , REMESVRSHNEER
B ORETHE "B, ERAAN-—EETEDZ "Rai. TEE B
KARMEZR  BERRNFNENRRE  SINFE "BRFERL , B
WENER, BB, SXARTHEREHEZ SR, HARDERER
FEMRZH—B,

B —WREELHNEXRE L TEEFZR, ZAR, 2

2 bid., p.133-134.
2EH, (BB TER, BAIER)  CEEXBHEE), H411,
% Ibid., , & 403-439,
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PREFSZRTIA "REZR,, ENRARKREEZEHMRESHRE
R, BERRNEBEMBERZRN 'EXER, F—&K. EREPH
BEXERNROEE  RERRHREENFZES, Hlm "HLE, "5
Fo. "L TREL THEL AR TER, SHEMEERL. MBK
ERHNEAREZERAUR "5, 8 "R, , EMEARRRASYERNEE
BRNEN , AREEXBMOYE— , TRERTENFHRIIR., £
KERNBRL  (BA%) REFRE "8 B2 "R, W=, XABE
TEREROHER , P A TEYIR,, M TURNAEE, MEGE
RAREE, "HYDR, HA (ZEH) PHWMERE  "THERBRZE
AT, MABKRAX , MRAEERE, BRBEbCH , T
&, BEHFEY  RERBENR. ... EABURRTZE , mEHEEE
A, RHEYE  BREEZR. o "l (BR) WE—BEEHR "I RN
8|5, BFRA "Ry YR "EE,, TRy ARKEBRE M "B,
FREWE. (BB LE) = :"FH TEFEE , STER. RAE
AZE  HEFRARF? 7R TEAVRUEE , RIUSHER , B@s
LUEHE K B8MEZUER , FeB2URW. .0 "ERANFEER
Bt MESTHEZTERELBE  ARERITNMEBERRESR | B
R, HEYNWTERERBBEKENES XFRANBRE.
ERBANBSHEREESREACE  HFPKREUERBRESR
BER,EEER (E@) WELREEEERERHBSERNEL, &
BESERWENRE "RENE,, IEREER , EREIRH (R
RERBERE  RRUBRKTERRECE K MERN (BE) E=#H
RHWRHERNEARE  "HFERE  BHRERS. T8, £BHES.
REIEE  FEETS, RERKR L HHEHTES. ERAK , BRES,
BEME K XEMY. fera , §EAEe. BBEHE , BnAB5. |

B (ERERL) TSOMENESEE TR, , (L EBARBRY).
2 (FS-BET), 'CHMNESEETR,, (L8 LBEARERY).
5 (ASBEL) TXHMMUESEETR,, (L8 LBEARERY).
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REZIFBIERER  RERIAPXLINE. B, |2, BE
BIEANEESRR  AHLERAEMABTEENZRMARER. BRA
8, 2188 (465-520) £ (U EERE) (HR) REZRI "ER., Bt
RAREETE  RETHK 'BER, WREER , MERmERNEZXR—
BERERKRTH "R TEAE—REEREIEAFINEEN B
BALFERZE  FZEMRS  EREFET  FECHEK "HA
oL, BRBRFERR  BHERBERESXF

AR TREIBZL , OFBBZT, o #EZEE, X228
B, HER, HRARE A BETH ; H50%8 , REEE

BikeE , ik ECE ; BiEcH , EFRAEcE HREZ
BT HEBEAY , wRYME. #ETR  MSKRREER ;¥
MER  METEHER. BB, IYERSR  BRESE

AeEREL, BRUAMBNE K BEEEF BRILRE , RERHE.

BBLURE K RNEUES  WIRUER , BIRUER. RREX
ek SBEMES , BRZE K AEfRMEF., EAXZ
BT, Rz KiK. 7

REE K BRREAMSER , BARCFLESE , ELESHL
EBAEKIN A HMEFBEETHBEIRNR , tRERRZEKESEN
MR, MEAIEHAEN (FR)  TEBRE—FE , R

BEFEHZIRL , BORE , RERSG , ERE L  REAZ
TRER , 8B, X=: FHEE= , BRXRR , DARE ,
wERry , BOmE , BRE. AABE  A2EBER, HEEE,
R MBERE  BATLE  BER, EKHS , WAL
BM4ER  ERE, ®

O RGAEMEE (BB, (B K%, 1995 F) , H 230,

7 BgEE  BIREEE, CUUMBEEE) |, (Adt: EEHRAT , 1993 F), B
338-340,

2 MBEXHRE , (FPEBRMGHE) , (L BBHEHMRY , 2001 F) , E 89,



REMHFEFEERH 07

WEEE&EN "ARABRE , REER,, HAZ=E (837-908) FR :
TREEN , FTH, ERARE , ELEFL ® K MENZERRTE—
W, RHEAEBEBERDEIRERMBINER , tRTALVEREMN
BENZIRR, HiEE , TEHRPEEBFRNAER  RBENEEINE
BERE  HEBERISAEFANBENLER, MBTEIURAIE LM
AEEAER  XRBENYRPEETR , ‘MAEHBEREN
HER, RERK , REMRNFIRERBSER. BY% (EFHEE
%) = THRER TEH UL FTREER. o FTEEFHL, ST
BNABRRES SXNHEHE K FBREAKE K BERKE, NIEZHEE
Eit, . "HEFERRTHENEREABBSETER , IXSREEN
DER—HEMN, B8N TER, —§ , RRENRECANFHERERMN
HREMER  HETCHZBHEZERUEHEREN, HERHNER
WABAEFERABLERR , "BER, —BHHEEEAAFA , ERRGFE
TEREMITNRES , FOFARMITIREZIZER , cHBER
BERNBE , RREBCHFTNEXZER, IBEE (FREHE) (B
+—) B8R "HEEERZER , BETHEEZREY , XHERES., B2
BAMERTNEERXANRR , EETEREHNBE —HNEEN
ROEERAR "EENEEWRERSZE WEHEY. BATEM
(1474-1544) 7 (EFNMRBLWMFE) —XE , HRAZR (ER) B
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RBHEE K REEBCH, B2 (BRKRE) BUS  "HEWE ,
SMETE. REF% , HEINE. ESFERN , FRABK , TEHH
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David McCraw, “Review of Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese
Poetic Tradition,” Chinese Literature: Essays, Articles, Reviews 9 (1987): 129-139;
Donald Holzman , Review of Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese Poetic
Tradition,” The Journal of Asian Studies 47.2 (1988): 365-367 ; Charles Hartman,
“Images of Allegory: A Review Article.” Early China 14 (1989): 183-200;W. L.
Idema , “Review of Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese Poetic
Tradition,” Toung Pao LXXV (1989): 289-293; Michelle Yeh, “Review of Pauline Yu,
The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese Poetic Tradition,” Comparative Literature 42.3
(1990): 285-287; Ronald C. Miao, “Review of Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in
the Chinese Poetic Tradition”, Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 51.2 (1991): 726-756;
Haun Saussy, The Problem of A Chinese Aesthetic. (Stanford: Stanford University Press,
1993), p.13, 16, 24-35, 45, 50, 60, 193, 195.
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BHNER, RERMEFRT (GFTAE). BE BE HEE EH,
wK, B, AMEA  EREBPNFRERIRAFD : R7E. TH#.
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2 David McCraw, “Review of Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese
Poetic Tradition,” Chinese Literature: Essays, Articles, Reviews 9 (1987): 129.
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Tradition,” The Journal of Asian Studies 47.2 (1988): 365-367.

™ Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese Poetic Tradition, (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1987), p.ix.

> Charles Hartman, “Images of Allegory: A Review Article.” Early China 14 (1989):
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" W. L. Idema, “Review of Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese Poetic
Tradition,” Toung Pao LXXV (1989): 289-293.
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" Michelle Yeh, “Review of Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese Poetic
Tradition,”” Comparative Literature 42.3 (1990): 285-287.

® Ronald C. Miao, “Review of Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese Poetic
Tradition”, Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 51.2 (1991): 726.
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8 Ronald C. Miao, “Review of Pauline Yu, The Reading of Imagery in the Chinese Poetic
Tradition”, Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 51.2 (1991): 726-756.

8 gtevenson, Frank W. “The Antelope that Leaves no Trace: Chinese Models of
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% Ibid., 237-238.

8 «Alienation Effects: Comparative Literature and the Chinese Poetic Tradition,” The
Comparative Perspective on Literature, ed. C. Koelb and S. Noakes (Cornell, 1988),
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RE , HAFREMARNCFEER LAEFRAE , ENRERE KNP
BXBcFHEER, SINFXRAR, HRENREMN=HTRNEE,
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