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THE FAUBOURGS
FORM NG THE UPPER SECTION OF THE CI TY OF NEW ORLEANS
by
Mel oncy C. Soni at

| nt roduction

The Gty of New Ol eans was founded by Bienville in
February 1718, and was laid out into Streets and Squares by de
| a Tour, Engineer. The earliest plan on record is the one by de
Pauger, Engi neer, dated May 24, 1724. The boundaries of the City
of New Ol eans were fromthe River to Ranpart Street, and from
Common Street to Espl anade Avenue; these boundaries remaining
the same until February 17, 1805, when the City was incorporated
by Act of the Legislature of the Territory of Oleans. The
boundari es then extended on the River from Ludger Fortier’s
Plantation (Protection Levee) to the Canal des Pecheurs
(Fisherman’s Canal) below the U. S. Barracks and in the rear to
Lake Pontchartrain.

On Septenber 1, 1812, by act of the Legislature of the
State of Louisiana, the limts of the Gty were restricted so as
to extend from the lower line of the Nuns’ Plantation belonging
to the Ursuline Nuns, now Felicity Street, to the Canal des
Pecheurs. At that tinme the portion of the Gty of New Ol eans,
above Canal Street was conposed of Five Faubourgs, viz: St.

Mary, Delord, Saulet, Lacourse and Annunci ation. These Faubourgs
had originally consisted of two tracts of |and; one known as the
“Jesuits’ Plantation” which measured 32 arpents front on the

M ssi ssippi R ver, and the other which neasured 5 arpents

bel onging to the Livaudais Famly.

The Jesuits had acquired the | and conposing their
plantation at different times. They obtained 20 arpents from
Bienville on April 11, 1726, by act before André Chavre, Notary



at The Chatelet, Paris; 5 arpents by private act dated January
21, 1728, from M. de Noyan, Lieutenant in the service of the
King, Attorney-in-Fact for M. Bienville; and 7 arpents from M.
LeBreton on Decenber 2, 1743.

In the year 1763, the Jesuits were expelled from Loui si ana,
and their plantation, seized by the French Governnent, was
divided into six lots. Lot No. 1 adjoined the Cty Comobns, now
Common Street; it neasured 7 arpents front on the River. Lots
Nos. 2 to 6, inclusive, neasured each 5 arpents front on the
Ri ver. These Lots were sold on Novenber 24, 1763, to the
follow ng parties, viz: Lot No. 1 to M. Pradel, Lieutenant in
the Navy; Lot No. 2 to M. Larrivee, Merchant; Lot No. 3 to M.
Grenier, Merchant; Lot No. 4 to M. Bonrepos, Ex-Infantry
Oficer; Lot No. 5to M. Saulet, G tizen; and Lot No. 6 to
Messrs. Durand freres, Merchants.

Havi ng established the original ownership of the |and of
t hese Faubourgs, | will endeavor to give a brief history of
their establishnent and devel opnent.

FAUBOURG Ste. MARIE OR ST. MARY

On April 1, 1778, Bertrand G avier, husband of Marie J.
Del honde, owner of a plantation inmediately above the Cty of
New Ol eans, had Laveau Trudeau, Surveyor General of Louisiana,
make a plan of part of his plantation, which part neasured 17
arpents front on the River, dividing it into Lots and Squares
and calling it “Faubourg Sainte Marie”. This Faubourg extended
fromthe Chapitoulas Road to St. Charles Street. On May 14,
1796, M. Gavier caused a new plan to be nade by Trudeau, by
whi ch he enl arged said Faubourg extending it to Phillipa, now
Dryades [became 0O’'Keefe], Street.

At the death of Bertrand G avier which took place in 1797,
his brother, Jean Gravier, becane the owner of the above
pl antati on. He subsequently extended the Faubourg to Circus
Street, now Ranpart Street, and finally extended the Faubourg
ei ght squares further back.

At the tine that Jean G avier extended this Faubourg he
reserved a strip of land 40 feet wide in the center of Poydras
Street, for a Canal. This Canal was to connect with a branch of
Bayou St. John which flowed in the nei ghborhood of Poydras
Street on Hagan Avenue [Jefferson Davis]. He also reserved a
space for a Basin of 180 feet square; adjoining this Basin
towards Canal Street was a vacant portion of ground reserved for
the public, and named “Place Gravier”.



The Canal, Basin and “Place Gravier” were the cause of much
litigation between Municipality No. Two (City of New Ol eans)
and the New Ol eans and Carrollton Railroad Conpany, which had
acqui red the Canal and Basin, and claimed a portion of “Place
Gravier.” The Supreme Court of the State of Louisiana in 1841,
deci ded that the Canal and Basin bel onged to the Railroad
Company, but that the “Place Gravier” belonged to the City as a
Publ i c Pl ace.

“Place Gravier” was afterwards used by the City of New
Ol eans for commercial purposes; the City |leasing the sane and
all owi ng buildings to be erected thereon. Baronne Street was
opened through “Place Gravier” and the Basin.

In 1876, a creditor of the City named John Klein obtained a
j udgnment against the Gty of New Oleans in the United States
Circuit Court. By reason of this judgnent John Klein becane the
owner of the property fronting on Perdido Street between Baronne
and Carroll Streets bounded by Poydras Street. This property was
a part of “Place Gravier”; its title finally passed to Philip
Werliein. The Gty of New Oleans in 1897 sued Philip Wrlien
for possession of said property according to the decision of the
Suprene Court rendered in 1841, which had decided that “Place
Gravier” was public property. The City won in the Lower and
Suprene Courts of the State of Louisiana. M. Wrlein took the
case to the Suprenme Court of the United States which decided in
his favor, stating that the Gty of New Oleans had lost its
rights to “Place Gravier” as a Public Place and maintained Mr.
Werlein in the possession of the property. The Hotel de Soto now
occupies this site.

Can we realize that when this Faubourg was established in
1778, vessels and flatboats noored within fifteen feet fromthe
Levee built along Tchoupitoulas Street, at that tinme called
Chapi toul as Road? In the early days of the settlenent of New
Oleans this Road followed the course of the River leading to
the Indian Village of that name situated at about twelve mles
above the City.

The space whi ch now separates Tchoupitoulas Street fromthe
River was at one time called the “Batture” and was formed from
river deposits after the establishnment of Faubourg Sainte Mrie.
The “Batture” was the cause of long litigation between the City
of New Ol eans and the owners of the land; the latter clained
the land as riparian owners. This litigation began in the year
1805 in the matter of the suit of Jean Gravier against the



Mayor, Al dernmen and inhabitants of the City of New Ol eans.
Judgnent was rendered in the Supreme Court of the Territory of
Oleans on May 23, 1805, in favor of Jean Gravier, who
afterwards sold part of this batture to Edward Livingston and
others. The litigation continued for many years when it was
finally conprom sed by act passed before H B. Cenas, Notary
Public, on June 30, 1857.

Faubourg St. Mary began at Common Street and extended to
the line of the property of Madane Del ord Sarpy: her property
ran in an oblique |ine between Del ord, now Howard Street, and
St. Joseph Street at Tchoupitoul as Street.

W still have Gravier Street to commenorate the nane of the
founder of this Faubourg.

FAUBOURG DELCRD

Mar guerite Foucher, w dow of Silvestre Delord Sarpy, owner
of a plantation neasuring seven arpents front on the R ver and
situated i medi ately above Faubourg St. Mary, had Bart hel eny
Laf on, Surveyor Ceneral, make a plan of part of her plantation
on February 6, 1806, subdividing the sanme into squares and |ots.
Thi s subdivision was called “Faubourg Delord” and was to be a
continuation of Faubourg St. Mary.

Ms. Delord Sarpy on June 6, 1807, sold her plantation to
Armand Dupl antier; he caused a new plan to be nade by Bart hel eny
Lafon on July 18, 1807; the Faubourg was enl arged and was cal |l ed
Faubour g Dupl anti er.

Armand Dupl anti er becane insolvent in 1814; and the Syndic
made a retrocession of the plantation to Madane Del ord Sarpy and
the original nanme of Faubourg Del ord was retained.

The ownership of the Batture in front of this Faubourg and
t hat of Faubourg Saul et was the cause of prolonged litigations
between the Gty of New Ol eans and the riparian owners; the
principal suit was Municipality No. Two vs. Ol eans Cotton
Press, in which the Supreme Court in 1841 decided in favor of
the riparian owners.

Lee Circle, formerly called Tivoli Crcle, naned after a
town in Italy not far from Rome, was al so the cause of
litigation between the heirs of Madane Del ord Sarpy and
Municipality No. Two. The Municipality claimed the Crcle as
Public property. In the suit of Louise Delord Sarpy, w fe of D.



F. Burthe, vs. Municipality No. Two, reported in the Ninth
Annual Reports (1854), the Suprenme Court decided that Lee Circle
was a public place. At that tinme the New Ol eans and Carrollton
Rai | road Conpany ran its steam cars on Nayades Street, now St
Charl es Avenue, fromTivoli Crcle to Carrollton

Faubourg Del ord began at Faubourg St. Mary and extended to
the lower line of the plantation of Thonmas Saul et.

FAUBOURG SAULET

Thomas Saul et owner of a plantation measuring Five arpents
front on the M ssissippi R ver, and situated above that of
Madane Del ord Sarpy, caused a plan to be nmade by Bart hel eny
Laf on, Surveyor GCeneral, on Septenber 12, 1810, subdividing the
pl antati on. The subdivision was named “Faubourg Saulet.” It was
a continuation of Faubourg St. Mary and Faubourg Delord. It
began on a line running in an oblique direction through the
square between Erato and Tahlia Streets and extended to the |ine
of Faubourg Lacourse said |line running between Terpsichore and
Robi n streets.

M. Saul et had acquired the property at the seizure and
sale of the Jesuits’ plantation in 1763.

The ol d Col onial hone of the Saulet Famly, built over a
hundred years ago, on Annunci ation Street between Ml ponene and
Thalia streets is still in existence. Strange to say, in 1923
Ms. Leona Saul et (w dow of Leonce M Soniat) a great-
gr anddaught er of Thomas Saul et acquired the old honme and donated
it to the Roman Catholic Sisters of Mercy for a Hospital in
Menory of her deceased husband.

FAUBOURG LACOURSE AND ANNUNCI ATI ON

Jacques Francoi s Enoul Livaudais owner of a plantation
measuri ng about ten arpents on the M ssissippi R ver, situated
above that of Thomas Saul et, sold on May 12, 1807, to Robin
Del ogny that half of his property which adjoined the plantation
of Thomas Saulet. In the sane year Messrs. Del ogny and Livaudais
had Bart hel eny Lafon, Surveyor General, lay out their
plantations into | ots and squares. M. Delogny called his
subdi vi sion “Faubourg Lacourse” and Mr. Livaudais called his,
“Faubourg Annunciation”. The former began on an oblique line
runni ng through the Square between Terpsichore and Robin streets
and extended to a line running through the Square between O ange
and Richard streets. The | atter extended from Faubourg Lacourse



to the lower line of Faubourg Nuns, or Felicity Street.

Tradition has it that M. Livaudais, Attorney-in-fact of
the Ursuline Nuns, owners of the plantation i medi ately above
his, being of a religious disposition naned his Faubourg
“Annunciation”, while Robin Delogny who was fond of the races
named his Faubourg “Lacourse” (Race). Robin Street, no doubt, is
named after Robi n Del ogny.

When the original plan of these Faubourgs was drawn up,
there was a Square designated on same as “Place de
1’Annunciation” (Annunciation Square), in the center of which
was an “Islet” or Square showing the ground plan of a building
of vast dimensions, marked “Eglise de 1’Annunciation.” The line
di vidi ng these Faubourgs ran diagonally through the square and
i slet.

The heirs of Delogny and Livaudais attenpted to reclaimand
sell the Islet in the center of Place de 1’Annunciation. The
owners of the property facing the Square instituted suit to
prevent the sale of sanme, claimng it to be public property for
the reason that it had been |l eft open and used by the public for
nore than forty years. Neverthel ess, the Supreme Court of
Loui siana in 1852 decided in favor of the heirs of Del ogny and
Li vaudai s. A plan of Place de 1’Annunciation and of the Islet is
to be found at page 500 of the Seventh Louisiana Annuals. By
judgment of the Fourth District Court rendered June 1, 1853, the
City of New Ol eans was authorized to take the aforesaid portion
of Annunci ati on Square and to appropriate the sane to Public
use; this portion of ground was appraised at $25, 000.

The City of New Ol eans purchased fromthe heirs of
Li vaudai s and Del ogny that portion form ng the center of
Annunci ati on Square, as per act of sale executed before WIIliam
Monaghan, Notary Public, on April 6, 1854; registered in
Conveyance O fice Book 66, Folio 65, thereby carrying out the
mandate of the Fourth District Court.

Havi ng given a brief history of these Faubourgs, | wll
revert to the Gty of New Ol eans.

On March 6, 1818, by Act of the Legislature, the upper
boundary of the City of New Ol eans was extended to the | ower
limit of Miss Jeanne Macarty’s plantation which ran between
Foucher and Antoinine streets. The | ower boundary, Canal des
Pecheurs, remained intact.



By an act of the Legislature dated April 1, 1833, the
Faubourgs “Nuns”, “Lafayette” and “Livaudais” were separated
fromthe Gty of New Ol eans and fornmed into a distinct
corporation called the “CITY of LAFAYETTE”, thereby narrow ng
the limts of New Orleans. Felicity Street was nade the upper,
and Canal des Pecheurs the | ower boundary.

On March 8, 1836, the Legislature passed an Act anendi ng
the Act of Incorporation of the City of New Ol eans of February
17, 1805, and dividing the City into three Municipalities. The
first Municipality extended from Canal to Espl anade Avenue; the
second from Canal to Felicity Street; and the third from
Espl anade Avenue to Canal des Pecheurs. Each nunicipality
possessed distinct rmnunicipal powers and was a separate
corporation. This plan of governnent continued until February
23, 1852, when by Act of the Legislature the City was again
consolidated i nto one governnent, the boundaries remaining the
sane.

CITY OF LAFAYETTE

The “City of Lafayette” was incorporated by act of the
Legislature on April 1, 1833; it was bounded above by Harnony
Street, below by Felicity Street and was conposed of three
Faubourgs, viz: Nuns, Lafayette and Livaudais.

On March 18, 1835, the Legislature passed a suppl enentary
act by which it extended the Charter of the City of Lafayette to
January 1, 1840. On February 13, 1840, the Legi sl ature passed
anot her act by which the City of Lafayette was to have perpetual
successi on.

Faubour g Del assi ze, situated in the Parish of Jefferson,
was annexed to the Cty of Lafayette by act of the Legislature
on March 21, 1844.

By Act of the Legislature dated April 29, 1846, the Cty of
Laf ayette was re-incorporated so as to include Faubourgs Nuns,
Laf ayette, Livaudais and Del assize. The Gty was bounded above
by the Parish of Jefferson, Toledano Street, and bel ow by the
City of New Orleans, Felicity Street.

| will give a brief history of the Faubourgs of the Cty of
Laf ayette.

FAUBOURG NUNS



The religious order of the “Dames des Ursulines”, owners of
a plantation above Faubourg Annunci ation, caused a plan to be
made by Bart hel eny Lafon, Surveyor, on Septenber 18, 1810,
subdividing their plantation into | ots and squares. The
subdivision was called “Faubourg Religieuses” (Faubourg Nuns).
It was bounded above by St. Andrew Street and Bel ow by Felicity
Street.

The Ursuline Nuns, owners of this plantation, canme to
Louisiana in 1727. At first they occupied Bienville’s house in
New Ol eans. Tradition has it that as soon as proper buil di ngs
were erected on their plantation, the Nuns occupied themuntil
the year 1734 when their Convent on Chartres Street, between
Ursuline and Hospital [now Gov. Ni chols] streets, was conpl et ed.

This old building is still in existence. The Nuns continued to
make use of the plantation as a farmuntil its subdivision in
1810.

In connection with the title of this property, | my

mention the decision of our Supreme Court in 1812, noted in
Martin’s Reports, Vol. 2, page 269, whereby the heirs of Jacob
sued the Nuns for a part of their plantation neasuring two
arpents front. The plaintiffs averred that their father, a free
man of color, acted as overseer on the Nun’s plantation from
1796 until his death in 1811; that in 1801, the Superioress of
t he Convent nmade a donation to himof said two arpents for his
services; that the Nuns afterwards sold said property and that
t he purchaser had driven himoff. This donation was decl ared by
the Court, of no effect, not having been nade in accordance with
the rules and regul ations of the Order. A donation to be valid
requi red the sanction of the Superioress, or of an Ordinary or
Bishop. Moreover, Article 13 of the Order read: “The superior
nun shall not give by her sole authority nore than 20 sous in
alms or gifts, neither shall she do this often.”

FAUBOURG LAFAYETTE

John Poul tney acquired from Madane Rousseau on May 2, 1818,
by act before M de Armas, Notary, a plantation measuring Ten
Arpents front on the M ssissippi River, bounded above by the
| ower line of the property of Jacques Francois Enoul de
Li vaudai s, and runni ng through the squares between Soraparu and
First streets at Tchoupitoul as street; the property was bounded
bel ow by St. Andrew street.

John Poul tney caused a plan to be nmade by Joseph Pilie,
Surveyor, dated March 2, 1824, by which he subdivided his



plantation into |l ots and squares. The subdivision was called
“Faubourg Lafayette.”

Faubour g Li vaudai s

Marie Cel este Marigny, wfe of Jacques Francois Enoul de
Li vaudai s, sold her plantation nmeasuring Sixteen Arpents front
on the River, to Matthew Mrgan, Sanuel Jarvis Peters, Levi
Pierce and WIlIliam Henry Chase, by act passed before Louis T.
Caire, Notary, on February 24, 1832. The purchasers on March 5,
1832, had Benj am n Bui sson, Surveyor of Jefferson Pari sh,
subdivide the property; they then called it “Faubourg
Livaudais.” It was bounded above by Harmony Street and below by
Faubour g Laf ayette.

Faubour g Del assi ze

The heirs of Valery Del assize sold to Sanuel Herman a smal |l
pl antati on nmeasuring Three arpents front on the R ver, by act
passed before Felix Gim, Notary, on March 16, 1836. Sanuel
Her man caused a plan to be nade by Benjam n Bui sson, Surveyor of
Jefferson Parish, on April 26, 1836, by which his plantation was
subdi vi ded; the subdivision was called “Faubourg Delassize.” It
was bounded above by Faubourg Pl ai sance (Tol edano Street) and
bel ow by Faubourg Livaudais (Harnony Street).

The Gty of New Ol eans, wishing to enlarge itself,
absorbed the City of Lafayette. This was done by Act of the
Legi sl ature dated February 23, 1852, and this addition becane
the Fourth District.

The upper boundary of the Gty of New Ol eans was Tol edano
Street and the lower, Fishermen’s Canal.

| will now say a few words about a forgotten town, which
was established in the year 1846 above the Cty of Lafayette; it
was named “Borough of Free Port” and afterwards became the City
of Jefferson.

BOROUGH OF FREE PORT

The “Borough of Free Port” was incorporated by act of the
Legi slature on May 27, 1846; it was bounded bel ow by the City of
Laf ayette, Tol edano Street, and above by the upper limt of
Bl oom ndal e, running through the squares between State and
Webster Streets.



The Borough was divided into two wards: Ward No. 1 enbraced
all the territory within the I ower line of Faubourg Pl ai sance
(Tol edano Street) and the | ower |ine of Faubourg Bouligny
(CGeneral Taylor Street); Ward No. 2 enbraced all the territory
lying between the lower Iimt of Faubourg Bouligny and the upper
limt of Bl oom ngdale.

By act of the Legislature dated May 1, 1847, the limts of
t he Borough of Free Port were changed, making the City of
Laf ayette the | ower boundary and the lower Iimt of Hurstville
(Joseph Street) the upper boundary. The nunmber of wards was
increased to four. Ward No. 1 enbraced all the territory between
the lower |ine of Faubourg Pl ai sance and the |ower line of the
pl antati on of Madane Del achai se; Ward No. 2 was bounded by the
pl antati on of Madane Del achai se and a |ine running through the
m ddl e of Napol eon Avenue; Ward No. 3 was bounded by Napol eon
Avenue and the lower Iimt of the plantation of Wdow Robert
Avart; and Ward No. 4 was bounded by the | ower line of the
pl antati on of Wdow Robert Avart and the |ower |ine of
Hurstville. The reason | give the limts of these wards, is that
it mght be of interest to recall the nanes of sone of the
owners of the different plantations and Faubourgs which were
included in the limts of the Borough of Free Port.

On March 16, 1850, the Legislature repeal ed the act of
i ncorporation and the anendi ng act of the Borough of Free Port;
this was done after the Gty of Jefferson had been incorporated,
March 9, 1850.

Cty of Jefferson

Two years before the consolidation of the Gty of New
Orleans with the City of Lafayette, the “City of Jefferson” was
i ncorporated by act of the Legislature on March 9, 1850. The
City of Jefferson was bounded below by the City of Lafayette
(Tol edano Street) and above by the upper line of Rickerville
(Joseph Street); it was conposed of the follow ng Faubourgs,
vi z: Pl ai sance, Del achaise, St. Joseph, East and West Boul i gny,
Avart and Rickerville. A few words relative to these Faubourgs
may be of interest.

Faubour g Pl ai sance
Joseph Wltz, owner of a plantation, neasuring about four

arpents front on the M ssissippi, which he had acquired by act
before P. Pedescl aux, Notary, on COctober 18, 1800, had H



Lacl otte, Surveyor, on June 22, 1807, make a plan of part of his
pl antati on subdividing the sane into forty-two lots, in the
center of which was a Street named “Grande Course Wiltz” (now
Louisiana Avenue). The owner named his subdivision “Faubourg
Plaisance.”

At the time M. WItz sold these |lots, he abandoned in
perpetuity in favor of the various purchasers of said lots, the
space between the front |lots and the Public Road, the pasture
and the cypress swanp in the rear which were to be enjoyed by
themin conmon with the sole condition that the purchasers
shoul d send in the comon pasture only three head of animals for
each | ot and should cut wood in the swanps for their private use
and not for sale.

On January 30, 1838, by act before Francois Joseph Enou
Dugue Livaudais, Judge and ex-officio Notary of Jefferson
Parish, the proprietors of these |lots made a partition of the
front, batture and rear of the tract.

The heirs of Joseph WIltz sued the owners of the lots, and
claimed the front, batture and rear. The suprenme Court in the
case of Arnauld vs. Del achaise (rendered in 1849) deci ded that
the property belonged to the owners of the lots for the reason
that Joseph WItz at the time that he had sold the sanme had
abandoned in perpetuity to the purchasers of said lots, the
front, the batture and the rear.

Faubourg Pl ai sance was bounded bel ow by the Pl antati on of
Jacques Francoi s Enoul de Livaudais (which boundary is now
Tol edano Street) and above by the Plantation of Philippe Pierre
August Del achai se (now Del achai se Street).

FAUBOURG DELACHAI SE

The heirs of Philippe Pierre August Del achaise in 1855,
subdi vided their plantation, which neasured seven and a half
arpents front on the River into |lots and Squares, and called it
“Faubourg Delachaise.” This plantation had been acquired by
Phi i ppe Pierre August Del achai se as foll ows:

1. An undivided half of 2 arpents and 30 feet from Walter Byrnes
by act before M de Armas, Notary Public, on July 22, 1820; the
ot her undivided half from Francois Xavier Martin by act passed
before G H. Stringer, Notary Public, on May 18, 1822.



2. Two arpents and thirty feet fromthe Syndic of Joseph Laurent
WIltz, by act before M Lafitte, Notary Public, on Cctober 6,
1823.

3. Two and a half arpents from Jean Baptist Francois Le Breton
by act before C. Pollock, Notary Public, on February 14, 1831.
This property at one tine had been owned by M ss Jeanne Mcarty,
and in 1818, its lower |limt forned the upper boundary of the
City of New Ol eans.

We have Del achai se Street to comenorate the nanme of the
founders of this Faubourg; Aline Street, naned after Aline
Del achai se, wife of Francois Enoul Dugue de Livaudais; Foucher
Street, naned in honor of the Foucher famly; and Antonine
Street, naned after Marie Antoni ne Foucher, w fe of Philippe
August Del achai se.

Faubourg St. Joseph

Cl aude Augusti ne Eugeni e Del achai se, wi dow of Louis Robert
Avart, owner of a small plantation nmeasuring three arpents front
on the River, above the one owned by Philippe Pierre August
Del achai se, caused the property to be subdivided in6to |ots and
squares as per plan nmade by Benjam n Bui sson, Surveyor, dated
March 1, 1849. Mrs Avart called this subdivision “Faubourg St.
Joseph.” It was bounded below by Amelia Street and above by
Ceneral Tayl or Street.

Ms. Avart had adopted Anelia Duplantier, who married Dr.
Thomas Peni ston. This explains the reason why we have Anelia
Street, naned after the adopted daughter, and Peniston Street,
named after Dr. Peniston.

East and West Boul i gny

Loui s Boul i gny, husband of Virginie Dautrive, owner of a
plantation called “Cottage” measuring twenty-three and a half
arpents front on the River, situated above that of Wdow Louis
Robert Avart, had acquired his property from Wade Hanpton as per
act of sale passed before H de Armas, Notary Public, on Mrch
16, 1816. M. Bouligny sold the |lower part of said plantation to
Sanmuel Kohn and Laurent M| audon by act passed before Louis T.
Caire, Notary Public, on April 19, 1831. The purchasers and
Louis Bouligny on April 18, 1834, had Charles Zi nple, Surveyor,
draw up a plan subdividing the plantation. The subdivision was
named “Faubourg Bouligny;” it was divided into two parts, East
and West Boul i gny, the two bei ng separated by Napol eon Avenue.



Faubour g Boul i gny was bounded bel ow by General Taylor Street,
and above by the plantation of Francois Robert Avart, Upperline
Street.

FAUBOURG AVART

Francoi s Robert Avart, husband of Anelie Del assize, owner
of a plantation situated above Faubourg Boul i gny and neasuri ng
ei ght arpents front on the River, had acquired the property from
his nother, Julie Allain, widow of Valentin Robert Avart, by act
before M de Armas, Notary Public, on March 15, 1815. M. Avart
had a pl an made by H. Maul hauser, Surveyor, dated October 26
8141, whereby he subdivided his plantation and called it
“Faubourg Avart.” Its boundaries were Upperline Street on the
| oner side and Val nont Street on the upper.

Val entin Robert Avart, father of Francois Robert Avart, who
died in 1805, was at that tine the owner of a very large
pl antati on neasuring 38 arpents front on the River by 40 arpents
in depth. It began at Val nont Street and extended to a |line
runni ng between Antoni ne and Foucher streets.

Val nront Soni at de Fossat, who had married Al mais Avart,
daught er of Francois Robert Avart, nust have had great influence
with his father-in-law, for when the Faubourg was |aid out,
nearly all of the streets were naned after him wth the
exception of the first, Robert, naned after Robert Avart; then
came, Soni at, Dufossat, Belcastel (nanmed after a branch of the
Soniat famly in France) and Val nont streets.

Rl CKERVI LLE

The Gty Bank of New Ol eans, owner of 5/10; Christian
Roselius, WIlliam C M cou and John M Bach, owners of 1/10;
Sanmuel Eliza Cenence Octavia Ricker, owners of 1/10; and the
m nor, Sanuel Ricker, owner of 1/10 of a tract of |and above
Faubourg Avart, neasuring eight arpents front on the River,
caused the sanme to be divided into |lots and squares by Benjamn
Bui sson and W T. Thonpson, Surveyors, on March 23, 1849, and
called the same “Rickerville,” after Samuel Ricker, one of the
part owners.

This tract of |and was bounded on the | ower side by Val nont
Street and on the upper side by Joseph Street..

Leonti ne and Cctavia streets were naned, no doubt, after
Leonti ne and Cctavi a Ri cker.



Having given a brief history of the Faubourgs that conposed
the Gty of Jefferson, I will proceed with those above said
City, which were afterward annexed to the City of New Ol eans.

HURSTVI LLE

Cornel i us Hurst, husband of El eonore Smth, owner of a
pl antation situated above Ri ckerville and neasuring about seven
arpents front on the M ssissippi R ver, which he had acquired
fromJulie Avart by act of partition passed before C. Poll ock,
Not ary Public, on February 8, 1832, caused a plan of the
property to be made by Benjam n Bui sson, Surveyor, on March 17,
1837, whereby the owner subdivided his estate into |ots and
squares and called it “Hurstville.” It was bounded below by
Joseph Street and above by the line of Bl oom ngdale, running
t hrough the squares between El eonore and State streets. Hurst
Street was naned after Cornelius Hurst; Eleonore Street was
named after his wife, Eleonore Smth; Arabella Street after
t heir daughter; and Joseph Street after their son.

At the tine this Faubourg was laid out, Cornelius Hurst, in
order to give greater value to his estate, endeavored to have
the New Ol eans and Nashville Railroad Conpany, which had been
incorporated in 1835, locate in said Faubourg. The plan, when
the property was offered for sale, showed the projected railroad
runni ng through Nashville Avenue and two car houses in the
m ddl e of said Avenue; one |ocated between Patton and Constance
streets and the other, between Saratoga and Franklin streets.
Thi s expl ains the reason why Nashville Avenue is wder at said
two localities. The Railroad failed and the project was never
carried out. Nashville Avenue was so named on account of the
proposed railroad running through said Street.

BLOOM NGDALE

John Green, on May 4, 1834, acquired fromJulie Avart as
per act passed before Felix de Armas, Notary Public, a property,
situated above that of Cornelius Hurst, neasuring about three
arpents front on the River. The new owner, had a plan made by
Benj am n Bui sson, Surveyor, dated Novenber 12, 1836, subdi viding
the plantation. The subdivision was named “Bloomingdale.” It was
bounded bel ow by the line of Hurstville, running through the
squares between El eonore and State streets, and above by the
line of Burthville, running through the Squares between State
and Webster streets.

BURTHEVI LLE



Dom ni que Francois Burthe, owner of the plantation situated
above that of Julie Robert Avart and neasuring eight arpents
front on the River, had acquired his estate from Bernard Marigny
by act passed before Felix de Armas, Notary Public, on June 3,
1831. M. Burthe had a plan made by Numegger, Surveyor, on
January 24, 1854, subdividing his property. The subdi vi si on was
called “Burtheville.” It was bounded below by the line of the
property of Julie Robert Avart which ran through the squares
bet ween State and Webster streets, and above by the property of
Loui s Frederick Foucher, Marquis de Circe, now Audubon Park.

The | and of which Hurstville, Bloom ngdale and Burthville
wer e conposed, fornmed the greater portion of the plantation
formerly owned by Jean Etienne de Boré. M. de Boré was the
first person profitably to make sugar in Louisiana from sugar
cane, and this was done, no doubt, on his plantation.

The property at the corner of Henry C ay Avenue and
Tchoupitoul as Street, where the Marie Hospital is |ocated, was
at one time owned by Pol ycarpe Fortier, father of ny wfe,
Exilee Fortier. M. Fortier established a brick-yard on his
estate and operated the sanme until the Federal Troops took
possession of his property, during the Gvil War. M. Fortier
had acquired the property fromthe heirs of Dom ni que Francois
Burthe by act of sale before Selim Magner, Notary, on June 1
1857, with the exclusive use of a space of twenty-five feet w de
in the mddle of Henry Cay Avenue. A branch railroad was
constructed on this tract of land to connect the brick-yard with
the Carrollton Railroad. The old hone of the Fortiers is still
in existence and i s now occupi ed by one of the surgeons of the
Mari ne Hospital

AUDUBON PARK

Audubon Park neasures 12 1/2 arpents front on the
M ssissippi River; it is conposed of two portions of ground
whi ch Pierre Foucher and his wife, Francoise Elizabeth de Boré,
had acquired as follows: The upper ten and a half arpents from
Jacques Fontenet on Novenber 18, 1792, by act passed before
Pi erre Pedescl aux, Notary Public; and the |ower two arpents from
Charles E. Gayarré on April 23, 1825, by act passed before
Hugues Lavergne, Notary Public.

Pi erre Foucher died on Septenber 13, 1832, and left the
above nentioned property to Louis Frederick Foucher and Antonine
Foucher, wife of Philippe Del achai se. Louis Frederick Foucher,



Marquis de Circe, becane the owner of the entire property by act
of partition passed before Theodore Seghers, Notary Public, on
April 2, 1834.

The front part of the Foucher property between the River
and St. Charles Avenue finally passed to the City of New Ol eans
as per act passed before M L. Ainsworth, Notary Public, on
August 15, 1871. The City of New Ol eans purchased this property
for the purpose of establishing a park, which was at first
called “City Park”, but the name was later changed to “Audubon
Park.”

The rear part of the Foucher property, from St. Charles
Avenue back, is now occupi ed by Loyola University, Tul ane
Uni versity and Audubon Pl ace.

It is contended by nany that the site as now occupi ed by
Audubon Park was the plantation of Jean Etienne de Boré. This is
erroneous because in examning the title of Audubon Park we find
that the upper 10 1/2 arpents fornmed the | ower portion of the
pl antation which originally nmeasured 18 arpents and bel onged to
Jacques Bellaire. (The remaining eight arpents of the Bellaire
pl antation now formthat part of New Ol eans which |ies between
the Park and Lowerline Street.) W also find that the two
arpents constituting the | ower part of Audubon Park, forned the
upper portion of the plantation which originally bel onged to
Jean Etienne de Boré and which nmeasured 20 arpents on the R ver.
The remai ni ng ei ghteen arpents of the Boré plantation now
conprise the section between Audubon Park and Joseph Street.

GREENVI LLE AND FRI EBURG

On the 27th of February, 1836, Janmes Qgilvie, Oiver A ken
and John Green entered into an agreenent, by private act, in
which it was set forth that Janes Qgilvie had that day purchased
a plantation fromLouis Frederick Foucher and Marguerite Felicie
Burthe, his wife, by act passed before Theodore Seghers, Notary
Public. The title of the plantation had been placed in Ogilvie’s
name as a matter of convenience. It was also set forth that the
profits to be derived fromthe sale of the plantation were to be
di vi ded anong the parties to the said agreenent. James Qgilvie
caused a plan of the front part of the plantation to be nade by
Benj am n Bui sson, Surveyor, dated April 16, 1836, whereby the
estate was subdivided. The subdivision was called “Greenville”,
no doubt, after John Green, one of the partners. It was bounded
bel ow by the property of M. Foucher, now Audubon Park, and
above by Carrollton, Lowerline Street, in front by the R ver and



in the rear by Third, now El m Street.

The rear of the plantation beyond Third Street was at a
|ater date laid out into |lots and squares and was cal |l ed
“Frieburg.”

Having given a brief history of the Faubourgs that conposed
the Gty of Jefferson and of those immedi ately above, | wll
revert to the Gty of New Ol eans.

In the year 1870, the Gty of New Ol eans wi shing again to
extend its limts, had the | egislature pass an act on March 16,
1870, whereby the Gty of New Oleans and the City of Jefferson
were consolidated, and all the territory between the Gty of
Jefferson and the City of Carrollton was al so annexed to the
City of New Orleans. The part so annexed was called the “Sixth
District.”

Again, in the year 1874, the Gty of New Ol eans, w shing
to expand itself had the Legislature pass an act on March 23,
1874, whereby a portion of the City of Carrollton was annexed to
the Gty of New Ol eans; and the portion so annexed was call ed
the “Seventh District.” The limits of the City of New Orleans
were then: below, Fishermen’s Canal, and above, Upperline
Street, or Protection Levee, and the Iine of the old Carrollton
Rai | road running to Lake Pontchartrain.

CTY OF CARROLLTON

The “City of Carrollton” occupied the site of the
pl ant ati on whi ch had been acquired by Barthel eny Macarty from
Louis Cesaire LeBreton on January 21, 1781; it measured 32
arpents front on the M ssissippi R ver.

The New Ol eans Canal and Banki ng Conpany had acquired the
undivided half of said Macarty’s plantation from Mrs. Eleonore
Macarty, w fe of Charles Barthel eny Lanusee, by act passed
before Greensbury R Stringer, Notary Public, on Decenber 19,
1831; Laurent M Il audon had acquired the 4/20 and John Sli del
the 1/20 from Bernard Marigny as per act passed before Louis T.
Caire, Notary Public, on Septenber 2, 1831; and Samuel Kohn had
acquired the 1/4 from Benjanin Macarty as per act passed before
Louis T. Caire, Notary, on April 30, 1831.

In the year 1833, the New O| eans Canal and Banki ng
Conpany, Laurent M|l audon, John Slidell and Sanmuel Kuhn caused
a plan of said plantation to be nmade by Charl es Zi npel,
Surveyor, on April 16, 1833, by which they divided the property



into lots and squares and called it “Carrollton”, after William
Carroll. The latter, a general under Andrew Jackson, took part
in the Battle of New Ol eans on January 8, 1815; he was
afterwards el ected Governor of Tennessee.

The town of Carrollton was given | egal existence when it
was i ncorporated by act of the Legislature on March 10, 1845. It
became the City of Carrollton by act of Incorporation passed by
the Legislature on March 17, 1859. Its limts were: on the |ower
side, Lowerline Street, and on the upper side, Upperline Street,
or Protection Levee; the whole as shown on the original plan of
Carrollton made by C. F. Zi npel, Surveyor, dated April 16, 1833,
deposited in the office of G R Stringer, Notary Public.

By act of the Legislature dated February 12, 1872, the City
of Carrollton was expanded so as to begin at the upper limt of
the Gty of New Ol eans, Lowerline Street, and to extend to
Labarre Road in Jefferson Parish. Not many are aware of the fact
that at one tinme all the territory between Protection Levee and
Labarre Road fornmed part of the City of Carrollton.

The Gty of Carrollton during the height of its glory
before the Cvil War, boasted of its fine hotel and garden which
were situated on the river side of the New Ol eans and
Carrollton Railroad Company’s station; and which were bounded by
St. Charles and Carrollton avenues, Madi son and Levee streets.
The depot surpassed any of those in the Gty of New Ol eans. The
Hot el and Garden were considered as a sumrer resort by the
peopl e of New Ol eans, who would go there and spend the
af ternoon and who, while enjoying the nusic which was furnished
by sonme of the nost cel ebrated bands of those days, would either
sipamnt julep or drink a glass of cold beer. This was during
t he good ol d days before prohibition. O, perhaps, they would
stroll through the garden and admre the rare plants and fl owers
for which the place was noted. This Hotel and garden existed
even after the annexation of Carrollton to the City of New
Ol eans. The Hotel, depot and garden have | ong since di sappeared
owi ng to the encroachnents of the River and the Public Belt
Rai | r oad.

Among other things that the Cty of Carrollton was proud
of, was the steamrailroad called the “New Orleans and
Carrollton Railroad Company” which connected the City of New
Oleans with Carrollton. It was chartered by act of the
Legi sl ature on February 9, 1833. The railroad began at Lee
Circle, then called Tivoli Crcle, and ran through Nayades
Street (St. Charles Avenue) to the termination of said Street in



Faubour g Livaudais, and fromthere through the several

pl ant ati ons, which had not as yet been opened up to

subdi visions, to First Street (St. Charles Avenue) in
Carrollton, which had just been laid out as a suburb. At the

di fferent Faubourgs were small railway stations. The inportant
ones were: Geenville at Broadway, Burthville at Henry C ay
Avenue, Bouligny at Napol eon Avenue, Jefferson Cty at Louisiana
Avenue and City of Lafayette at Jackson Avenue.

On April 6, 1853, by an act of the Legislature, the
Rai | road Conpany was authorized to run its trains up to the
corner of Baronne and Poydras streets; fromthere horse cars
woul d continue the journey to Canal Street. The Act provided
that within the limts of the City of New Ol eans neither the
steam cars nor the horse cars should run at a higher rate than
four mles per hour. One could wal k al nost as fast, and can we
i magi ne either riding or driving at the rate of four mles an
hour within the limts of the Gty of New Ol eans at the present
time of rapid transit, when 25 mles an hour is considered sl ow?

The Gty of Carrollton al so boasted of another railroad
called the “Jefferson and Lake Pontchartrain Railroad Company”
whi ch was incorporated in 1840, by act of the Legislature. This
Rai | road was operated only in Jefferson Parish fromCarrollton
to Lake Pontchartrain; it ran its cars along Levee Street to
Protection Levee, thence to Lake Pontchartrain in the
nei ghbor hood of Buck Town, where the Conpany had its wharves.
There the Steanmers from across the Lake and even those from
Mobi | e woul d cone and dock. This road was finally absorbed by
the Carrollton Railroad.

From the foregoing account we see that part of the Gty of
New Ol eans, which is above Canal Street, was fornmed of three
Cities, nanely: City of Lafayette, Cty of Jefferson and Cty of
Carrollton; and these Cities were conposed of twenty-one
Faubour gs, nanely:

1. St. Mary. . . . . . . .Established April 1, 1778
2. Delord. . . . . . . . .. » February 6, 1806
3. Saulet. . . . . . . . . . » Septenber 12, 1810
4. Lacourse. . . . . . .« . . W 1807
5. Annunciation. . . . . . . w 1807
6. Nuns. . . . . . . . . . . » Sept enber 18 1810
7. Lafayette . . . . . . . . » March 2, 1818
8. Livaudais . . . . . . . . W March 5, 1832
9. Delassize . . . . . . . . w March 16, 1836
10. Plaisance . . . . . . . . W June 22, 1807
11. Delachaise. . . . . . . . w 1855



12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

St. Joseph. . . . .
East & West Boulign
Avart .
Rickerville
Hurstville.
Bloomingdale.
Burtheville

Audubon Park.
Greenville.

Fri eburg.

A\Y

A)Y

A)Y

A\Y

A)Y

A\Y

A\Y

A)Y

A\Y

A\Y

March 1,
April 18,
Cct ober 26,
March 23,
March 17,
Novenber 12,
January 24,
August 15,

April 15,

1849
1834
1841
1849
1837
1836
1854
1871
1871



