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Species presumed extinct in NSW 

Bennetts seaweed 
Vanvoorstia bennettiana 
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Introduction 
Bennetts seaweed is a marine algal species that 
has only ever been collected from two localities 
in Port Jackson, Sydney Harbour. The species 
was first discovered in 1855 from Spectacle 
Island and was subsequently collected in large 
quantities from Shark Island in 1886. At that time 
the species was considered abundant.  

Bennetts seaweed has suffered a complete 
population decline. Extensive surveys of Port 
Jackson (particularly the two known collection 
areas) and the entire NSW coastline have failed 
to rediscover it since its last collection in 1886. 

Bennetts seaweed is currently listed as a 
species presumed extinct in NSW. 

Description 
Bennetts seaweed is a marine red algal species 
which consists of a flat, finely meshed blade. 
The species is distinguished from two other 
species in the genus Vanvoorstia (Vanvoorstia 
spectabilis and Vanvoorstia coccinea) by its 
smaller size (about the size of an outstretched 
hand) and by the shape of its reproductive parts.  

Why did Bennetts seaweed become extinct? 
• The species is likely to have disappeared as a 

result of human activities such as shipping 
traffic, dredging, and urban runoff, all of which 
cause heavy siltation. 

• The seaweed has a very fine net-like structure. 
Other similarly shaped red algae have shown 
that these nets are easily clogged with silt and 
sediments. This can choke the blade and block 
light needed for photosynthesis.  

Legal implications 
Although Bennetts seaweed is presumed extinct, 
there is a possibility that it may still exist in some 
areas. As with all threatened species in NSW, it 
is illegal to collect, buy, sell, possess or harm 
Bennetts seaweed without a specific permit, 
licence or other appropriate approval.  

There can also be significant penalties for 
causing damage to the habitat of a threatened 
species without approval. 

The impact of developments or activities that 
require consent or approval (in accordance with 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979) must be assessed and considered by 
consent or determining authorities. Where such 
actions are likely to result in a significant impact 
on a threatened species or its habitat, a detailed 
species impact statement must be prepared. 

 



 

How can you help? 
• Be on the lookout for the species in your local 

area. 

• If you think you may have found the species, 
report the sighting on the NSW DPI 24 hour 
automated message-taking service by calling 
(02) 4916 3877. If the seaweed is attached, 
leave it in place. If not, collect a sample, place it 
in a plastic bag and keep it refrigerated until 
collection can be arranged. 
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For further information  
Phone the Fisheries Information and Advisory 
Line: 1300 550 474 

Contact the NSW DPI Threatened Species 
Unit 
Port Stephens Fisheries Centre 
Locked Bag 1  
Nelson Bay NSW 2315 
Fax (02) 4916 3880 
Email fisheries.threatenedspecies@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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