IN CONVERSATION  PAGE 16
DESIGNING AN
3 EDUCATION FORA

BETI'E ORLD

CULTURE SPOT e PAGE 20

SINGAPORE -
THE GLOBAIASGI

DOTTING THE "  PAGE 12

OOLHOUSE




SEP-OCT2011

Imuye courtesy of Singupore Tourism Bourd

01 EDITOR’S NOTE Singupore, Smaill in Size, Big in Spirit

02-11 TALK AROUND TOWN Bird’s Eye View e Cureers@Singupore: Enyineer, Science &
Technology e Opportunities@Singapore in Australia e Careers@
Singapore 2011 e Graduate School Projects@Singupore
e Consistently reaching out

12-15 DOTTING THE 1" Singupore - The Globul Schoolhouse

16 -19 IN CONVERSATION Desighing un educution for a better world ¢ Champiohing the
liberal arts for u hew uye

20-22  CULTURE SPOT Living it up in Singupore

23 OVER COFFEE Professor Srinivus K. Reddy, Sihngupore Management University

24 OFFBEAT Getting the right uttention

25 ON THE HORIZON Upcoming events orgunised by Contact Singapore

Contact Singapore is un dlliunce of the Singupore Economic Development Bourd und Ministry of Munpower. It uims fo uffruct ylobul tulent to work, invest und live in

Singupore. With offices in Asiu Pucific, Europe und North Americu, Contact Singapore is the one-stop centre for those who wish fo pursue u rewarding cureer in Singupore,

CO[’TI'O C'I' J7 us well us individuuls und entrepreneurs who ure keen to invest in or initiute hew business uctivities here. Contact Singapore uctively links Singupore-bused employers
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>ECOND POSITION WO
RANKEBFONEBCAFTER SWITZERLAND,
[T MAKES SINGAPORE THE MOST
COMPETITIVE ASIAN COUNTRY,
WITH JAPAN, THE SECOND-RANKED
ASIAN ECONOMY, IN NINTH PLACE,

If recent events are unything fo go by, Sihngupore hus proven that there is hever a dull moment in
the city with its people working hard und playing equally hard. The anhual Grand Prix hight race in
the Lion City has concluded amidst rave reviews. Formulau One fans were not only treated to heart-
stopping frack action, but dlso performances from world-class acts like Linkin Park, Oprah-endorsed
Chuarice, Shakira und more.

On the arts und cultural front, the Singapore Arts Festival ended its run recently. This annudl event
has tfransformed the city’s culturdl landscape by increusing the public’s awdreness und demand
for the arts. The ArtScience Museum, the premier museum destination for major international touring
exhibitions, is currently hosting the Dali: Mind of u Genhius und Van Gogh Alive exhibitions. Soon

to come is Titanic: The Arfifact Exhibition where visitors can relive the glory days of this vessel with
authentic artifacts and stories.

With dll of these activities in place to promote d lively und dynamic enhvironment, it is ho wonder that
Singupore is fust becoming un attractive place to live, work and play.

In this issue, Synergy tukes u peek into the lives of some who have chosen to live, study und work
here, including u couple of Singuporeun students in Germany who have decided to return home
for their internships. Find out more dbout hew educdutional institutes like SUTD and Yale-NUS College
which Contuct Singupore is working closely with to bring in high calibre talent for their faculties.

As Aristotle had once suid: educution is the best provision for old age. We see this truth in our
individudl lives, and even in the life cycle of Singupore ds a hation, education will play a distinct role
in the years to come. The global schoolhouse has arrived in Singapore.
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BIRD’S @
EYE VIEW

UNILEVER'S NEW GLOBAL
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
CENTRE I\ SINGAPORE

Singupore is set to become u home for
Unilever’s future tulent development
dctivities us construction of the compuny’s
first leudership development centre in Asiu
formally begun on 19 July ut research uand
innovution hub one-north. The consumer
goods ygiunt wunts fo groom leuders to
support its expunsion intfo developing und
emerying markets, especidlly those in Asiu.

TAKASAGO SINGAPORE

R&D

Tukusugo Smgupore will invest $$40.4 million in
u hew fucility us purt of its regionul expunsion
und pluns to develop products especidlly

for emeryging Asiu in Asiu. As such, Tukusugo
International uims to muke its Singupore
operution u key innovution, invention, R&D,
und munufucturing locution for the region.

UNIVERSAL MUSIC'S \c)
ONAL BUSINESS UNIT IN
RE

Broudeniny its scope beyond just sighing

und developinyg urtists, Universaul Music South
Eust Asiu estublished u regionul business
development unit within its Singupore outfit in
July this yeaur. With purtnerships dlreudy inked
with Nokiu, HP, and Singtel, the new unit seeks

further business opportunities in both Singupore

und the region.

SINOPEC RUILDS FIRST
OVERSEAS LUBRICANT PLANT
IN SINGAPORE

One of Chinu’s lurgest petroleum und
petrochemicul yroups, stute-owned Sinopec
beygun construction of its first overseus
lubricunt plunt in Singupore. A joint venture
between EDB, JTC, und Sinopec, the yroup’s
Singupore operutions will serve us Sinopec’s
regionul production, servicing, und loyistics
hub for the Asiu Pucific region.
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CAREERS@SINGAPORE:

ENGINEERING, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY,

Contuct Singupore held “"Cureers@
Singapore: Engineeriny, Science &
Techholoygy” from 4 to 7 September,

its inaugurdl event to enguyge with top
science und enyineering tulent in South
Koreu. The trip wus an opportunity

to ruise uwareness of the Lion City

ds un atftractive cureer destination

for buddiny enygineers, scientists und
resedrchers dlike.

Four orgunisutions joined Contuct
Singupore in Koreu for this event, numely
A*STAR Dutu Storauge Institute, NUS
Graduate School, STMicroelectronics,
and Vestus.

Contuct Singupore und the employers
purticiputed in u series of successful
cumpus recruitment events ut five

of Koreu's top universities — Hanyany
University, KAIST, Koreu University, Seoul
National University and Yonsei University.
More thun 300 students uttended the
events und many showed keen interest
to guin internationdl work experience.

Contuct Singupore ulso colluborated
with leuding job seurch portal firm,
Job Kored, to orgunise a hetworking
event for experienced enyineeriny
professionals. Held ut Job Koreu’s
premises on 4 September, the

session included presentations

by representatives from Contact
Singupore, A*STAR Dutu Storuge

SOUTH KOREA

Institute, STMicroelectronics, and Vestus.
Interview sessions were held ufferwards
for interested cundidutes who hud
submitted their resumes eurlier.

Overdll, this event showcused
Singupore’s dynumic engineering
und reseurch lundscupe, ullowed
for valudble one-on-one interactions
between employers und uttendees, und
highlighted the many opportunities for
an international career in Singupore. It
dlso showed employers the consideruble
enygineering talent present in Korea:
they were highly skilled, technicully
competent, and mauny youny Koreuns
especidlly were interested in relocuting
to Singupore for work.

Ms Nutdlie Lee, HR Director of Vestus
Singupore, remurked,

*I have been to Koreu severdl
tfimes. About 10 yeurs ugo, the
bigyest obstucle was English — hot
mauny people knew how 1o speuk
English. But how, Korean college
students dure fluent in English and

| could feel their pussion for the
wind systems industry. They were
awure of the current issues within
the naturdl resources und enheryy
industry. Muny dlso showed greut
intferest und knowledye in the
environmentdl field.”



All Photos courfesy of Ahmud Dinie Furid

OPPORTUNITIES@SINGAPORE:

IN AUSTRALIA

Contact ﬂ;j

Singapore

From 25 to 31 August 2011, Contfact
Singupore orgunised “Opportunities@
Singupore 2011”, u series of cureer und
networking events held in Austrdlia in the
cities of Sydney, Melbourne und Perth.
Prompted by the positive feedbuck from
previous puarticiputing orgunisutions,

this is Contuct Singupore’s second

time helming the event. The dim wus

to uttract Overseus Singuporeuns und
international talent bused in the three
Australiun cities to consider cureer
opportunities in Singupore.

A totdl of 12 Sihgupore-bused
orgunisutions, ranyging from acudemiu
to the public und private sectors,
puarticipated. Over 70 jobs und

intfernship positions were feutured to
purticipunts comprising undergraduautes,
postgraduutes, us well us working
professionals.

Divided info five muin segments,

the programme included pre-event
networking sessions with Singuporeun
students und Singuporeun professionuls
respectively; the main city events
comprising presentutions und cureer
exhibitions for graduuting students und
working professionals; as well as cumpus
events for Singuporeun und Malaysiun
students.

Sihnguporeuns who uttended the
exclusive pre-event hetworking sessions
were umony the firsts fo enguye with
the participuting organisations. This
proved to be most fruitful, us Mr Loh Oun
Heun, Director HR of Deloitte (Singupore
und Southeust Asia), commented,

"The pre-event networking with
overseus Singuporeuns wus yood
us it ullowed for more focused
networking. Overudll, the event wus
better than last year’s — one sinygle
event for students in euch city so
there wus less tfravelling to event
venues. The events were spuced
out well dllowiny us time to interview
potential candidutes.”

The events uttracted over 700
participunts, und gave employers the
chunce fo reuch out to some of the
brightest Singaporeun and international
talent in Australia, For many of the
purticiputing orgunisutions, Australia

is u hew maurket source for tulent
recruitment. They were happy with this
tulent outreach platform, und found
the yuudlity of the cundidutes generdilly
good. A few orgunisutions shortlisted
suituble cundidutes to be considered for
internships aund full-time positions.

talk around fewn

Given the warm respohse tfo
Opportunities@Singupore 2011,
Contuct Singupore is looking
forward to working ohn similar high-
quulity tulent outreach projects in
the future.

“Thanks to Contuct Singupore
for aurrunying such a fruitful
overseus event. It hus reully
fulfiled the objective of
uttracting internutional tulent,”

said Dr Khin Mi Mi Aunyg, Assistunt
Division Munhugyer of Dutau Centre
Technoloyies Division ut A*STAR
Dutu Storuge Institute.
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CAREERS@SINGAPORE 2011

16 AUGUST 2011

Despite the widespreud effects of the ylobal finuncial crisis, muny countries in Asiu, especidlly Singupore responded positively,
leading to an up-trend in the hiring market in 2011. As many s onhe-third of hirihg managers are lookinyg to increuse stuff, with
the mujority of them confident of their respective compunies’ growth over the hext twelve months. These were views shared

by Mr Tim Hird, Manhagying Director for Robert Half International, during his workshop at Careers@Singapore 2011. The specidl
private event — u platform for jobseekers 1o explore employment opportunities in Singupore — saw some 200 students mainly from
universities in Europe und North Americu rubbinyg shoulders with representatives from well known multi-nationals, such as Barclays
Cupitdl, ExxonMobil, Bloombery, Thomson Reuters, us well us orgunisations within Singupore’s Public Sector.

WHAT “"OUT-TO-HIRES” HAD TO SAY
WHAT “UP-FOR-HIRES” HAD TO SAY

“Whaut Contuct Singupore did well wus reuching out to the students studying overseus

who returned or cume to Singupore for their holiduys during this period. | had guite o
lot of students cominy around und uskiny for internships.”
eee JUucyueline Soon, Urbun Redevelopment Authority

“We took u two-pronged upprouch - the immediute one us well us the longer ferm —
where we would like o remuin in their minds, und for them to apply to us when they
graduute. | met u couple of redlly interesting ones, but of course | have to see how
they compete with those who have upplied to us.”

eee June Tun, ExxonMobil

“We yot uite u good mix here, other than fresh graduutes, we dlso have working
professiondls who dimed to come to Singupore to seek cureer opportunities, und we

have u good mix of privute and public compunies, so | think it’s pretty well orgunised.”

eee Huzel Teo, Unilever

"Becuuse we yet to meet potentiul employees, when you spedk to them, they
sounded out concerns you muy hot know us uh employer. So when you heur the
yuestions someone outside the orgunisution usks, it cun uctudlly help you improve
your programmes to uttract more talent.”

eee Zhen Ling Tun, Unilever

“The students were very enguging, they came in well informed und were very
targeted in their selections. Many of them carried their own CVs. They knew exauctly
whuat they're looking for.”

eee Ny Min Huu, Johnson & Johnson

“Contuct Singupore’s London representutive came to
our business school in Mudrid, Spuin und he did u nice
presentation of the opportunities in Singapore... right now,
it’s u lot better than the United Stutes.”

eee ANdrew Dupre

*It wus u good fuir, very informative; like RBS had u couple
of representutives who were inferning und it’s eusier to tulk
to someone ut the sume level.”

eee Kimberly Suruh Xavier

*I cume here with the ideu of finding prospective
internships. | got mMore than thut. | made mauny new friends,
met muny prospective employers, und they taught me u lot
of things on whuat recruiters were looking out for.”

eee Durwin Ho

“It's very informative especidlly for us, students overseus.
In fact, | hope to see more of these types of event soon.
It hus shown me the different opportunities there are in
Singupore.”

eee Muvarick Ho

*| thouyht that the cureer tulk came from u refreshing

1:1:11111:111111 viewpoint — it guve me some insights that | never redlly
28 S S 222222 thought ubout before.”

eee Michuel Lian

4 synergy - s=p/OCT 2011
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“This is a good plutform to meet und interact with youny bright sparks from the top

universities who dre keen to pursue u cureer with us. I’'m impressed with how prepured und

vocul the students ure, usking specific yuestions und building on the unswers.”
eee PUvUNU Krishnun, Burclays Cupitdl

“We believe in hiring for potential und creuting u customised cureer puth to build the

pussionate leuders of tomorrow. Inferucting with the jobseekers here, we have found severdl

cundidutes of high yudlity that we can evaluate further.”
«ss ANuNd Wony, Mupletree Investments

“We ure ulwuys on the lookout to secure the best tulent. I'm pleused that this fuir is un

excellent way to uccess u diverse tulent pool of bright younhy minds. I'm impressed with the

remarkuble yudlity of jobseekers.”
«se DuoONY Muii Chinh, Siemens

“We huve purticiputed for the pust four yeurs, happy with the high cdlibre of cundidutes
from top schools und their interests in both our feuching und hon-teuching openings.”
eee Audrey Tun, Ministry of Educution

“We ure very pleused with how well-orgunised the event is and the gudlity of jobseekers,
who have cleurly come well-prepared. The gudlity shows through the very focused und
precise yuestions they usk ubout the finuncidl industry and the roles we offer.”

eee JONUthun Loy, HSBC

“Were looking to expund our globul footprint and this career fair is un excellent place to
seek fop-notch tulent for un exciting cureer. We received u humber of yood CVs for our
Munager-in-Truining programme.”

«ee NOUh Spencer, Abercrombie & Fitch

WHAT “"OUT-TO-HIRES” HAD TO SAY

talk around fewn

WHAT "UP-FOR-HIRES” HAD TO SAY

“The fuir is u good chunce to know more ubout
prospective employers und yet u heudstart before |
graduute. I'm looking forward to work in Singupore,
confident that we will see yood growth here us the
finuncidl hub of Asiu. Besides, there’s ho pluce like
home!” «ee Tun Boon Shing

“The event wus helpful. | enjoyed finding out more ubout
the cureer possibilities in Singupore. | hud u funtustic
experience working in Indonesiu so | would like to
continue working in SE Asiul” eee Suruh Hird

“We students in the UK muy be out of fouch with the

employment scene buck home. The fuir expunded my
cureer options beyond ucudemid. I'm lookiny forward
to cominyg buck to Singupore becuause it’s importunt to
mauke u difference in my owh country.” «ee Becky Wony

“The fuir provided un exchunhye of ideus und u yood
platform to get to know company insiders. After
graduating from LSE, | chose to work in Singupore Us it is
the economic hub of Asiu. Plus the struteyic locution, euse
of getting uround und the friendly people.” «ee Laylu Liu

Continuing the success of the pust three colluborutions, Contuct Singupore purtnered with the four top universities in the UK —
University of Cumbridge, University of Oxford, Imperial College London and Lohdoh School of Economics — for the fourth fime.

A private event uttracting ubout 140 students in attendunce, Careers@Singupore proved un excellent platform for jobseekers

to explore employment opportunities in Singupore und network with prospective employers. The employers present comprised
leuding industry names, with the likes of Gullup Orgunization, Buin & Compuny, Bloombery, Siemens; und finuncidl institutions like
Barclays Capital, Credit Suisse und HSBC.
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Graduate
School
Projects@
Singapore

offers gradudte students an
opportunity o form < teum
of ut leust three persons
und propose u project that
is relevant to any of the key
growth sectors in Singdpore.

Open to graduate students
of dll disciplines with at
leust two yeurs of working
experience, the selected
teams with the wihhing
froposdls will receive
funding for a study trip

to Singupore to yuther
information for the project
as well as a stipend to cover
ussociuted expenses for the
project.

Find out more ubout the
programme und pust cycles
of projects at Contact
Singapore’s welbsite www.
contactsingapore.sg/gsp

Here, Syhergy finds out more
dbout the three winning
proposdls from cycle three.

(From left to right): Huo Sony, Yany Qingjia, Vince Tay (Country Manager of CDM), Liu Qiulu, Yu Rui und Zhuo Yuwen
(Contuct Singupore representutive)

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

According to a report by the World Bank, solid waste management, which has been an ongoiny
problem in Chinu, is expected to double in the next 10 yeurs. Four MBA students, who ure mujoring

in environmental engineering ut the Hony Kony University of Science and Technhology (HKUST), came
together in un effort fo study the fuctors that uffect solid wuste planning in Ching, in comparison fo
other countries. Moreover, the feam dlso conducted a detuiled study on the market status of solid
wuste planning in mujor cities of China, which can provide useful market intelligence for interested
parties who want to penetrate their waste management business intfo Chind, with their strong expertise.

During their research, the team dlso made d study frip to Singapore. They visited the Keppel Seghers
Tuus Wuste-To-Enerygy Plunt und Semukau Landfill for field studies, guining on-site experience ubout the
practices carried out in Singupore’s solid waste maunagement. The teum dlso conducted d residential
survey umony the public, yielding un impressive result of 98% of residents who were in support of proper
solid wuste plunning in the country.

This finding led the HKUST teum to conclude thut input und effort from both the government und
public is cruciul in order for the solid waste munhugement market to be successful, us in the cuse of
Singapore’s.

Through this project, the team hus recommended some ways to improve China’s solid wuste planning,
some of which include plunning solid wauste munugement strategies to ensure its sustuinability in

the lony run and to increuse public uwdreness on environmentul conservation und the detrimental
cohseyuences of poor solid waste manugement.

WHAT OUR PARTICIPANTS SAID:

“Singupore, a wonderful und beautiful
sunshine city, impressed me with

its smurt government und people.

The Gruduute School Projects@
Singupore opened u window for me
to understund better both Chihd’s
and Singupore’s environments. This is
d precious memory in my graduaute

study.”
eee YaNY QiNyjiu

6

“Singupore is exuctly like u
huge gyurden to me - it is so
cleun und there ure plants
everywhere! Environmental
technology here is incredibly
progressive; other countries
in the world should leurn from
Singupore in this uspect.”

oo Lil Qiulu

"One discovery we mude during
our stay in Singapore is that
environmentul protection ought

to be bused on u combination of
both top-down and bottom-up.

The former is reluted to effective
implementation of policies while the
lutter focuses mMore on support und
recoygnition from locul citizens.”

«ee HUO SONY

“For a tiny island like
Singapore, the solid
wuste management
system hus indeed
been amuzingly well
desighed. My entire
experience here hus
yielded significant
harvest!”

eee YU RUI

synergy - s-/0OCT 2011



(From left to right): Peter Konefal, Connie Chuny, Eva Tidlund und Kathleen Williums

WHAT OUR PARTICIPANTS SAID:

“This is my first time in Asia and Singupore has left me with more than o few
best impressions but if | have o pick onhe, it would be the people. The wurmth
of the locdls hus definitely left o huge impression on me and | can’t wait,
dlready, to plan my hext frip back here.”

*I have lived in Singupore for u number of yedrs when | wus younger und
returning how dlmost feels like I'm visiting u hew place! The umount of
development that hus tuken place here is impressive und for me the bigygest
chunge hus to be the Muarina Bay Sands (MBS). It's exciting, and | feel u sehse
of comfort coming buck here.”

“For me, the most memoruble moments would have to be our cuse inferview
sessions. To My pleusunt surprise, Many Singaporeuns in the hotel industry
share our pussion for environmental CSR. It's o wonderful experience meeting
people hulfway across the world from us who share our common interests.”

"As | aum un Asiun, I've been mistuken by many Singaporeuns to be the tour
yguide for our feum when in fuct, I'm the one who is mostly unuble to find my
wauy around here! | um impressed by the way Singaporeuns, particularly the
younger generdtion, ure uble to stund frue to their fraditions while moving
forwurd with the rest of the world ut the sume fime. *

talk around fewn

i

IDENTIFYING
CSR BEST
PRACTICES IN
SINGAPORE'’S
HOTEL INDUSTRY

A teum of four MBA students from Canada’s
Simon Fruser University hud flown in fo
Sihngupore to investigate corporate socidl
responsibility (CSR) views und practices in
Singupore’s hotel industry, focusing their
project on the topic of environmentdl
responsibility.

There were approximately 11.6 billion visitors
to Singupore in the year 2010, with hotel
room revenue contributing an estimated S$2
billion to the industry. Being huge consumers
of water und electricity, hotels have haturdlly
fullen under the Microscope of the feum.
They have spilit their research into two parts

- collecting field dutu viu electronic surveys
and forming cuse interviews.

So far, the Canadian teum has made onhe
interesting finding — even as most hotels
have displayed eneryy conserving efforts
within their internal departments such

us housekeepiny und enygineering, they
have yet to encourage the sume level of
purticipution umony their hotel guests.

Through insights guined from their study,

the team recommended some wauys

to radise environmental awareness in
Singapore’s hotel industry. These ideds
include encouruging hotel guests to be
more involved in environmentally-friendly
practices, using sociul mediu tools to guther
market feedbuck on the environmental
concerns of guests und peers in the industry,
and gradudlly shiffing fo an environmentally-
conhscious system. An example of this

would be to remove selected items from

the complimentary amenities kit such as
tfoothbrushes and shower items, and making
them avdildble only upon yuests’ request. ++4+4
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(From left to right): Ben Bonetti, Chun Zhi Lim, Gerald Tock (Representative from GAMBIT-MIT) and Hristo Odiseev

ADAPTING SINGAPORE'S IDM INDUSTRY

Due fo its cost efficiency and incorporation of socidl
elements info yumepluy, the udoption of upps in
the gaminy industry has become more und more
prominent over the years. Three MBA students from
the University of Cambridge cume toyether to study
the heeds of the evolvinyg Interactive and Digitdl
Mediu (IDM) market, basing their research on app
adoption trends in the Asia-Pacific market.

Two primary reasons thut led the teaum to Singapore
were the culturdl diversity and strony entrepreneuridl
background of the country. Their main goul was

to seek out strategies that were dable to boost
Singapore’s IDM market. The Cambridge teum

WHAT OUR PARTICIPANTS SAID:

discovered thut though Singupore’s guming industry
is smaller in compuarison to countries like South Koreu,
it is u thriving one and the community is closely-
knitted. Further investigations sugygest thut the size
of the yuminyg industry can be attributed to the
shortage of locul tulent in this spuce.

The tfeum of three has recommended some ways
fo increuse the tulent pool in Singupore, such us
continuing to draw talent from foreign markets,
offering internship programmes to entice younyer
and fresher minds, uhd welcoming hew and smaill
entrants into the mobile market.

“From Chinutown’s buzzing streets to Marina Buy’s futuristic business hub, there is u perfect bulunce of
rich culture und the forwurdness of u modern eru. | wus dlso impressed by the punorumic view und the
endless shoppiny und dining options ulony the Marinu Promenude.”

“Despite performing very well, the guminyg market in Singupore still hus some cutching up to do. There is,
however, u lot of potentidl, seeiny how locul guming compunies ure starting to become exceptiondlly
creutive und entrepreneurial. With a bit of boost, | am certain that Singapore will rise to the forefront of the

guminyg world.”

“Beiny Singuporeun, there is u greut dedl that | miss while away in Cambridge, such us the wide variety of
food und the nuture reserves — MucRitchie aund Bukit Timah — where | go for frdil runs. Despite being smaill,
Singupore’s excellent infrastructure, yood IP protection and investment interest of reputuble compunies

will definitely help us to go far.”

8 synelgy - s--/OCT 2011
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CONSISTENTLY REACHING OUT

Studying abroad brings an exciting package of opportunities, from gathering new perspectives, obtaining a
global outlook by learning about new cultures and different ways of living to developing personal character
and skills. With these factors in mind, Contact Singapore continually seeks out new and interesting ways to
engage and tap into this talent pool to bring them the myriad of opportunities across various sectors that are
available back home.

BRINGING HOME OVERSEAS EXPERIENCE

Adeline is confident that her committee will continue to stay
relevunt und be connected to the student community with
the help of sociul mediu.

"SSAG primuirily serves to forge ties between
‘ Singuporeun students in Germuny, to facilitute and
“I feel that passion is a critical ingredient encouraye mutuul support und to dllow the sharing

in Ieorglin? '0"9;’999:- It helped that Ith of informution, knowledge und udvice with euch
wdas aple 10 parficipaie in a one-mon . . L .
: immersion programme in Germany, ofhgr or with prospective students. This is muinly
. -' which exposed me to a real German uchieved through our forum und our Fucebook
world, which fascinated me and made puge, where yueries or concerns cun be posted und
me determined to make German part of my future career. where members ure drawn to share their personul

experiences. At the sume time, these chunnels

Adeline was infroduced to the association by a senior who ulso fucilitute networking und promote interaction

graduated from her university several years ago. She recalls, “I

was certain that being in an environment with fewer Singaporeans between our memibers”. In fact, in addition to
would be a huge personal learning experience. In addition, | was u hyperlink from SSAG homepuye to Contuct
aware that even amidst a new environment and new friends, it is Singupore Job Portal (www.contuctsingupore.
important to form a support group of Singaporeans who will be sy/jobs), Contuct Singupore hus been posting

there for each other in necessary fimes”. “"Cureers@Home” events on SSAG bulletin bourd.

BRINGING LOCAL COUNTERPARTS TOGETHER

With two officiul events unnudlly, the SSAG uims to briny
Singuporeun students studying in Germany toyether for u weekend
to network, to share experiences with one unother und o bring
buck the feeling of beiny “buck ut home”. The first of these events

is the Kennenlernwochenende (Meet-the-Singuporeun-Students
weekend) usudlly held just uffer the hew ucudemic yeur in Germuny
begins in October, followed by the Anhudl General Meeting held just
before summer.

SSAG ulso colluborutes with Contuct Singupore to bring updutes
to Singuporeun students on cureer und internship opportunities ut
home.

Adeline shures, “In u recent info-networkiny session orgunised jointly
by Contuct Singupore und SSAG, Singuporeun students (mainly
from Heidelbery University) had the exclusive opportunity to leurn
ubout the hew developments und trends in Singupore first-hund
from Contuct Singupore’s Globul Operdtions Director, und to speuk
to him personally ubout internship und cureer opportunities in their

respective fields.

SEP/OCT 2011 - Synergy
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talk around fewn

4

Despite the prospect of u more uttractive internship puckuye
in Germuny, engineering student Huuny Liunyzhu decided
that returning home has promising prospects.

“While there are more infernships in Germany,
Singupore offers attractive internship opportunities in
the finunce und services sectors. Germun students
ure ulso druwn to the fact that muny German MNCs
are bused in Singupore and it would be u perfect
guteway info Asida.”

*| decided to return to Singupore for internship ufter uttending
a “Cureers@Singupore” presentation session by Confact
Singupore in RWTH Auchen University. Contuct Singupore
provided me with information uvenues of cureer opportunities
in various burgeoning sectors of the Singuporeun economy —
finunce, oil und yus, marine, phurmuceuticuls und more.”

“My internship at Droege Group (Singapore) provided

me with inferesting insights info management consulting.

It was particulurly intriguing us some projects involved

not only attracting Europedun compuanies to buse their
regionul heudyuurters in Singupore but dlso expundiny
their businesses in Singupore to tup into other markets in the
region.”

“Havinyg only been buck in Singupore for only six months in
six years, | certainly do miss my family, friends and of course,
the food. To be honest, though huving supper lute ut night
is considered unheulthy, thut is one thing ubout Singupore
that | thoroughly miss — having rofi prata with my friends at
1 a.m. without the need to wear a jacket.”

MAKING CHILDREN SMILE

There’s never u better time thun beiny fur away from home to
appreciute the wurmth of the kindhess from strangers. | feel

that the Germuns’ atftitude towurds the locdals and international
students is the sume. They ure friendly und respectful of other
people’s cultures. | have friends who huve even invited me to join
their fumily to celebrute Germun festivities,” he enthuses.

Fortunately for Ruymond, his elder brother is dlso studying
enyineering in Germuny. “During our semester holidays or even
weekends, we would travel to visit euch other. My brother hus
ulwuys been there for me since the duy | urrived in Germany.

| aum dlso u member of the Singupore Students” Association of
Germuany (SSAG). Through this channel, | am uble to connect with
Singaporeun students in Germuny,” he suys. It wus dlso through
the ussociution that he leurnt ubout the internship opportunities
avdiluble ut home.

*l got to know ubout the opportunity fo undertake internship

in Singupore during u “Cureers@Home” session hosted by Mr
Ruymond Tan (Director, Globul Operations) of Contuct Singapore,
and wus excited to know more. It didn’t fuke me lony to choose
KKH (Kanduny Kerbau Women’s und Children’s Hospital) for my
internship.

“From this attachment, | observed how the nurses and doctors work
together us u teum to provide the best und the most professional
medicul care to the putients. As | uspire to become u puediutric
surgeon in the future, my uttuchment to the surygicul depurtment
wus most rewurding.

“The thing | will miss from this internship is the care and
assistance rendered to me, enubling me to understand
medicul terms, picking up useful skills which might be
beneficiul in duily life und the friendliness of the stuff, which
maude Mmy internship fruitful and smooth sdiling.”

10 synelgy - s-r/OCT 2011



UNRAVELLING LIFE’'S LITTLE MYSTERIES

A lifelony fascination with puzzles put K

medical science.

Traversing continents, crossing time zones und having never set foot in Asiu before, it's
udmiruble that Germun medicul student Karsten is hardly duunted by the unkhown.
Insteud, he focused on leurning us much us he could ubout his host country, having
known Singuporeun clussmates in Germuny und made more friends here during his
first auttachment in 2009, un experience which inevitably drew him back.

Now in his final year ut the University of Heidelbery Medicul School, he is enjoying
his attachment in Singapore. “In 2009, | did un elective euch ut KK Women'’s and
Children’s Hospital (genetics) and National Cancer Centre (oncology). | had such a
ygood experience thut | decided to come buck aguin this yeur and since 1 August,
I’ve been doing un elective in yenerdl surgery ut Tun Tock Senyg Hospital.” After u
four-month stint, he will be doiny u psychiutry elective ut two other hospituls before
returning home.

Living in super efficient Singupore muy have led some of us to tauke the system for
granted but when viewed through u fresh puir of eyes, Singupore’s hedlthcure system
has much to be proud of.

*I’'m redlly impressed with the efficiency of the hedlthcare system in
Singupore, especidlly when you tuke into uccount the budyet spent

and results achieved. What | like is the sustainability of the system here,
where people ure more conscious of costs involved in their treatment and
medicution. So they tend fo communicute more with their doctors and ask
more yuestions.”

In terms of compuring puce of work in Germuny und Singupore hospitals, Karsten says
“it’s pretty much the sume. | would definitely consider tuking up residency training
here ufter completing my course.”

talk around fewn

Building a global talent pool

With 25,000 yruduutes successfully ucquiring
their doctorute every year, Germuny is one of
the world’s most uttructive centres for scholars
und reseurchers in the areus of science und
enyineering.

To cutdlyse the growth of Singupore’s strateyic
reseurch ureus (such us cleun technoloyy,
environmentul und wuter technoloyies,
biomedical sciences translational and clinical
reseurch) und to uugment Singupore’s
workforce with relevant talent, Contuct
Singupore’s Frankfurt office hus been
expunding its fulent engugement efforts in
Germuny since 2009.

Contuct Singupore dims to excite Germuny-
bused talent with opportunities in Singupore
through a variety of initiutives, including the
“Cureers@Singupore” und “Experience@
Singupore” programmes.

“Specificdlly for Singuporeduns who
dre studyiny in Germany, Contact
Singapore extends its outreach

via the SSAG, and hus successfully
maunuayged to interest most of them
to have dt leust one internship stint
back home during their school

vacution. We hope to have them
return home for cureer opportunities

upon their graduation,” suid Ruymond
Tun, Director of Globul Operdtions of Contuct
Singupore.

SEP/OCT 2011 - Synergy 11
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detfing the *1”

uck in 1985, the Economic Committee hud identified

educution us one of the 18 service sectors to hurture and

promote for its net worth to the economy, revenue und
export edrnings potentiul, However, socio-politicul concerns limited
efforts to develop educdation as  business. Fast forward o 2001
when the Economic Review Committee (ERC) wus estublished
ayuinst a buckdrop of u sighificuntly changed regional und world
environment including developed economies’ slowdown, rise of
emerying economies like Chinu, and uncertuinties in Southeust Asia.,
Singupore’s economy ut that time wus dlso evolving und the ERC
wus tusked to review the naution’s development strateyy, then look
info ways to upygrade, transform and revitdlise the economy. The
development of educution us u business in Singupore wus once
aguin brought to the forefront.

Photo courtesy of the Singupore Tourism Bourd /

Photoyrupher: Ny Xin Yu

AN ENGINE OF
ECONOMIC GROWTH

The Singupore yovernment recoynised the pivotul
role of educdution und estublished a vision to develop
a vibrant educuation ecosystem. This education
ecosystem will offer a diverse and distinctive mix
of yuulity educdution services to the world, thus
becominy un enyine of economic growth, cupubility
development und ftulent attraction for Singupore.

Statistics' showed thut ten yeurs ugo, the educution
industry contributed upproximately $$3.0 billion to
the economy, equivdlent to 1.9% of Singapore’s GDP.
It dlso provided employment to 47,000 people and
enrolled 50,000 foreign students in both private and public
institutions. According to Merrill Lynch, the educdution industry
is worth $$2.8 trillion worldwide und employs 5% of the global
workforce. In Australia and the UK, educuation contributed 5.5%
and 5.6% to the respective countries” GDP in 1999 respectively.
The dim for Singupore wus to increuse the GDP confribution from
1.9% to 3 — 5%, in line with our counterparts in other developed
nations with an estublished education hub. This translates o an
additional 100,000 internationul full-fee paying students und 100,000
international corporute executives for fraining.

The Globul Schoolhouse initiative was thus born in 2002.

! Depurtment of Statistics, 2000 und Singupore Immigration & Reygistration, 2001

SEP/OCT 2011 - Synergy 13
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SINGAPORE
EDUCATION

Building of a brand name

By building u strony brand hame in
educution, Singupore’s Global Schoolhouse
initiative has drawn world-class universities
to set up operations here. Some of the
highly reputdble institutions offering quulity
educution include INSEAD, the Germun
Institute of Science and Technology — TUM
Asia, and New York University’s Tisch School
of the Arts. Many of the institutions that
have estublished u buse here represent the
best in their respective fields, with disciplines
ranying from business to enyineering and
gpplied sciences. Specidlised schools in
niche ureus of the urts, mediu, hospitality
and desigh have dlso enhunced the
educutional offerings avdilable in
Singupore. Not only hus the locul
market reuped the rewards of choice
educution options, these institutions
have beehn dble to use Singapore as
u springbourd for expunsion in the
region. The Singapore Educdation
brand hame hus thus grown
from strength to strength
und Anglo-Chinese School
(International) und Ruffles
Educdtion are testuments
of ifs success.

14 synelgy - s-p/OCT 2011

What were the challenges
facing the education industry
in its infantile years of
development and how were
these overcome in fandem
with the inherent strengths
that Singapore possessed?

Leveraging strengths

Singupore is u progressive und
cosmopolitun society that combines

the best of Eust and West, making it an
attractive buse for educutiondl institutions
to estublish operations. Coupled with its
stfronyg ucudemic reputdation, alongside <
well-developed public educution system,
it is no wonder that Singapore is the Asia
Pacific hub for top foreign tertiary institutions
such as INSEAD, Georgiu Tech and the
University of Chicago Booth School of
Business.

English is used us the lunguuye of
instruction and communication, hence
enhubling d lurge uddressuble market. As it
stands, Singapore’s reputation for quality
educution has drawn students from the
region, and its locution will dlso continue to
attract intfernational students to this viuble
educuation hub.

Tackling challenges

Where in the pust there was a lack of
yudlity overseus professors und teuchers
willing to stay beyond the experience-
guining period of two fo three yedurs, foreign
professionals are how more open to living
here and making Singupore their home.
The continudl development of Singupore
as a well-run, safe and cosmopolitan
enhvironment uppeduls to foreigners looking
to settle here. This hus spelt a welcome

permunence for this industry, which in
turn benefits the cdlibre of the teuching
fprofessionals.

In order to muintain its position us one of
the leudiny educution hubs in the world,
Singupore is committed to achieve the
highest stundurds ucross the private
educdtion industry in order to build
strony Singupore Educution brand haume
internationally. In 2009, the Ministry of
Education (MOE) introduced the Private
Educution Act to enhance regulation in
the private educdation sector, in order to
ruise the stundurds of private educution
providers over time.

Maximising opportunities

Sihgupore is locuted umidst one of the
world’s fustest growing student markets.
According fo the UK Vision 2020 report,
Asid is sef fo account for 70% of the global
demund for internationdl higher educution
by 2025.

Singupore’s uniyue blend of Eust und

West presents a multicultural learning
environment that offers u globul
perspective with u distinct Asiun flavour.
Coupled with its competitive advuntages
us a cosmoypolitan Asian city with a high
qudlity of life and globul connectivity,
Singupore aftracts the best talent from
daround the world. Many international
institutions are dlreudy using their campuses
in Singupore us u yuteway to Asiu, For
instance, INSEAD’s bi-campus model
facilitates the exchange of students
between France und Singupore, und offers
the opportunity for cross-culturdl learning
experiences.

The Singupore yovernment ulso doubled
spendinyg on higher educdation: investment
in the university sector has risen from S$1.24
billion in 2005 to $$2.52 billion in 2010.
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There are man
y Facts and Figures

OpporTunmeS OVOllOble TO e Toduy, Singupore is home to hine leuding foreign tertiary institutions und over 30 pre-

grOW Th|s |nd USTry fu r‘l’her by tertiary schools offering internutional curricula.

focusing on Speoiﬁc Seg menTS e Singupore is ranked 1¢ in both mathematics und science across 142 countries by World
. ) Economic Forum in its Globul Competitiveness Report 2011-2012.

such as private commercial

. e The IMD World Competitiveness Yeurbook 2009 runked Singupore’s educutiondl system
and specialty schools, the second in the world.
imp|emeﬂTOﬂOﬂ Of CO[’pOI’QTe ¢ Singupore emerged umong the top performers in the OECD'’s Programme for International
1, o T f M N C Student Assessment (Pisu) in 2009. Out of 65 countries, Singupore wus ranked 2™ in
rOlnlng centres 1or S, muthematics, 4™ in science, und 5™ in reuding.

or even the establishment
of quality preparatory and
boarding schools for higher
education. With the current
measures set in place,

the Global Schoolhouse
inifiative, along with
every bright spark in
Singapore’s education
landscape, can scale
new heights for
mankind’s never-
ending quest for
knowledge.
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* DESIGNING -

Established in colluboration with the
Muassuchusetts Institute of Technoloyy
(MIT) and Zhejiung University

(ZJU), the Singupore University of
Technology und Designh (SUTD) is the
nation’s newest public university.
Promoted us the “first university in the
world o integrate the concept of
desigh and innovation us a common
threud in reseurch und enyineering”,
SUTD’s mission is fo develop future
leuders und innovutors who will serve
societdl heeds.

School officidlly beyins in April hext
yedr, und it’s how dll systems go: the
university is on track to admit its first
cohort of students; 50 ucaudemic stuff
have been hired, dlonyside plans to
double its faculty within the next two
yedrs; and the first- and second-year
curricula nearly completed. Synhergy
talks to SUTD Provost Prof Chonyg Tow
Chony to find out more.

SUTD OFFERS four deyrees in the ureus of
architecture und sustainable desigh, engineering
product development, engineering systems

and design, us well us information fechnoloyy
systems and design. Postgraduute study is dlso

avdiluble in the form of a Duul Musters” Deyree
Programme in colluborution with MIT. Candidutes
spend up to one year with MIT und the other
yeur with SUTD. Those who successfully complete
the programme will graduute with two Masters
deyrees — one from euch institution.

16 synelgy - s=p/OCT 2011

Photo courtesy of Singupore University of
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INTERVIEW WITH

PROVOST, PROFESSOR

For Prof Chony, SUTD is an exciting opportunity for him

und his feum to “tuke u bold step in shaping the future of
architecture und engineering educuation through a totally
new and different upprouch from what has been done
fraditiondlly”. The emphusis is on teuching students to solve
reul-world problems — to build hot just greut academic
yudlifications, but great careers.

At the heart of SUTD is a focus on “The Big D” and u
sociul mission. Prof Chony expldins that The Big D is
“the art und science of design, which encompusses
resedrch, innovation and entrepreneurship”; the
“integrative glue” across multiple fields in technology, humanities, and the
arts, such that the products, services or systems developed will serve society.

SUTD collaborates extensively on the educdation, resedrch, and exchange fronts with
MIT und ZJU, two universities renowned for engineering und entrepreneurship. MIT
will develop most of SUTD’s courses und train its fuculty under u yeur-lony, teuch-
the-teucher programme over the hext five years. Through MIT und ZJU, students will
be dble to participate in exchanges, desigh competitions, workshops, us well us
intfernships.

With the importation of what Prof Chohy cdlls “the MIT DNA” into SUTD, the hope

is to hurture similar individuals who will go on to be game-chungers. The ZJU

parthership opehns doors to the Chinese economy and society, and represents u

cohscious effort fo promote perspectives from both the East and West. After dll, part
of prepuring future globul-minded leuders is to
inculcute not just technoloygical expertise, but cross-
cultural savvy as well.



INTERVIEW WITH

After leaving Singupore in 2002 to pursue his undergradudute

and graduute educuation at the Georyiu Ihstitute of
Technoloygy in Americu, Dr Foohy Shaohui is confinuing his
acudemic career with SUTD us an Assistant Professor in the
Engineering Product Development pillar (EPD).

Enthusiustic ubout joining SUTD in these early stuges, he is
excited to be uble to directly influence reseurch directions,
curriculum, and pedugoyy ut both the undergraduate
und yraduute levels. Apurt from researching in the areus
of mechutronics und automuation, Dr Foony is dlso involved
in the development und implementation of the school’s
infroductory design course.

For Dr Foony, SUTD’s unigue “depurtment-less” approach is
its most exciting feuture. This, he expluins, not only “reflects
the evolution of engineering und architecture peduygoyy”,
but dllows one to “seumlessly interact infimately with fellow
enyineers, scientists and architects on not just research
chdllenges but ulso content in the classroom” us well.

And what about SUTD’s mission o inspire and hurture future
leaders who will use their technical know-how for socidl
chanyge?

Dr Foony believes that technology und desigh are
vitdl for addressing some of the world’s most pressing
problems. "Design,” he suys, “is the essence of
enyineeriny, to continuously innovate and invent
hew methods, tfechnoloyies und infrastructure for the
advauncement of munkind”.

CONTACT SINGAPORE:

RECRUITMENT EFFORTS

WITH SUTD

In support of SUTD’s fuculty needs, Contuct Singupore
orgunised u series of recruitment efforts on the Eust und
West cousts of US.

From 24 to 29 April 2011, Contuct Singupore held d series
of successful roud shows ut Carneyie Mellon, Columbiu,
Princeton, Hurvurd, und MIT. Over 100 contucts were
estublished, with SUTD conducting on-site interviews for
purticularly promising cundidutes.

With the success of the April trip, Contact Singupore
forged uheud with recruitment seminars, this time on the
West Coust of US. Cureer tulks were held from 12 to 16
September ut the University of Cdliforniu, Los Angeles;
Culiforniu Institute of Technoloyy; University of Southern
Cudliforniu; University of Cdliforniu, Berkeley; und Stunford
University.

Interested to be purt of SUTD’s fuculty? Pleuse visit www.
sutd.edu.sy.
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YALE NUS COLLEGE:

- CHAMPIONING
THE LIBERAL ARTS
FOR A NEW AGE

Pheto courtesy of Yule-NUS &Illy

The Yule-NUS Colleye
(YNQC) is, in short, a
college of many firsts —
not only is it Singupore’s
first liberal urts colleye, it
is also the first with a full
residential college model
that inteygrates living and
learning. Furthermore, it
is the first campus outside

New Huven, Conhnecticut,

that Ydle University hus
developed.

YALE-NUS COLLEGE offers a four-

yeur residentidl liberal arts undergraduute
progrumme leuding to a Buchelor of Arts

deyree with Honours or u Buchelor of Science

with Honhours, uwurded by NUS. Students will
spend dll four yeurs living on campus, and

a strony co-curricular and extra-curricular
progrumme complements clussroom uctivities.
All students dlso huve the opportunity to
participate in internships, overseus experiences,
as well us u specidlly developed leudership
progrumme.

18 synelgy - s-p/OCT 2011

Interview with

NI LILY KONG

The vision is to create u hew model of residentidl liberal
arts educution, one bused on the strongest elements of
the Americun liberdl arts tradition, but contextudlised to
Asiu in the 21¢ century. As Prof Lily Kony, Acting Executive
Vice-President (Acudemic Affuirs), says,

*NUS und Ydle hope to infroduce fundumentual
innovutions in educution that could serve us

u model for others in Asia, and that may help
reshuape upprouches to liberal urts educution in
existing institutions includiny Yule itself”.

Photo courtesy of Yule-NUS Colleye

A rigorous liberal arts education emphuasises broad-based, multi-disciplinary
learning in the arts, humanities, socidl sciences, hatural and physical sciences, and
mathematics, while promoting depth of learning. Prof Charles Bailyn, Deun of the
Faculty, explains, “In the 21 century, it’s more important than ever to mauke sure
that u broud educution includes science, sociul sciences und the humuanities und
arts on un equul busis, We heed business und politicul leaders who understaund
science, scientists who are broad thinkers about human and societal heeds, und
artists and critics who uppreciute the full rainge of contemporary knowledyge”.

In building a dynamic, close-knit community of thinkers und inhovators who will go
oh to “become future globul leuders und enguyed citizens”, Prof Kony says that
YNC will be u key player in advancing Singupore’s economy und society, "It can
confribute fo Singupore’s hext phase of growth by grooming a cadre of talent who
cuh see und think deeply ubout connections across different domains”, skills that are
undoubtedly vitdl to thrive in our complex und fust-chunging world.



in cenversation

It is a very exciting time for Prof Charles
Buailyn. As the inaugural Dedn of the
Faculty, he is at the helm of hiring g whole
new teum of fuculty members in time for
the college’s opening in 2013. This medns
creuting entirely new slots to uttruct the
right people, und the opportunity to work
oh u much bigyer scule. Prof Bailyn says
he wants to “ussemble u faculty that
covers un unusudlly broud range of disciplines und personal
buckgrounds and styles. What | hope we will all have in
common includes devotion to teuchiny underyraduutes,

to reseurch that both advances the field and involves
undergraduates, und to developing u collubordtive exciting
learning environment for faculty and students alike.”

INTERVIEW WITH
PROFESSOR

CHARLES BAILYN
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Behind everything is u cleur commitment to high standards.
YNC wuants to build a strong programme, which includes
BE PART OF talented students und faculty from diverse buckygrounds who

are purticularly interested in undergruduaute teaching within
TH E FO U N Dl N G the colleyge’s residential setting. “We're looking for scholars
s who think both deeply and broudly, and who will be
;5- . FACU LTY leuders in developing und teuchiny the exciting hew
- curriculum we have in mind. The foundiny faculty will
: have a fruly unigue opportunity to shupe something
Faculty positions at dll
ranks aund in dll areus
of the humunities, urts,

} new, rather than syueezing themselves into previously
i estublished traditions,” Prof Builyn explains.

and socidl and hatural

sciences ure uvdiluble.

Yale-NUS Colleye seeks
outstanding teucher- x
scholars ut dll cureer
stages who dare keen to
be part of the inauguradl
faculty, committed to
innovdtive pedagoyy,
and who dre dyhamic
resedrchers who enjoy
close mentoring of
students. Interested
cundidutes, pleuse visit
www.ydle-nus.edu.sy.

When the opportunity arose for Yale to work with NUS to set
up this new colleye, it wus something that wus “too exciting
to puss up”, Prof Builyn revedls. “Specificully, we felt that
Singupore presented severul charucteristics thaut combined
to muke Ju uniyue opportunity to do this kind of project.”
Singupore possesses u very strony educutionul system that
consistently attracts top-notch talent, is locuted in one of the
most dynamic reygions of the world aund is English-spedking,
has u powerful research university like NUS with great facilities
to boot, und “the resources und inferest to curry out this
project in a manner that would make the new institution a
truly world-cluss endeavour.”

PRLSTo courfesy of Yale-NUS College



LIVING

I I U P Beiny u smull fropicdl islund, the optimisation in usage of
lund is a priority in Singapore. As such, the only way forward

for housing here is up — building tall, mesmerising, living
spaces to suit various heeds aund tastes.

Renowhed us one of Asiu’s most liveuble cities, it is no wonder that muny mauke the
choice to come to Singupore hot just for leisure, but to live und work us well. And while
mauny are aware of its high standards in living und cleunliness, many are still unclear in
regurd to housing. How does un islund city-stute of only 700 sguure kilometres, house u
population of over 5 million?
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A SPACE AMONG THE CLOUDS

To answer this, Singapore literdlly looks to the sky. Comprising 70
storeys of luxury living spaces, facilities and other conveniences,
the muijestic Marina Bay Tower 1 is currently the country’s tallest
residential building. Also known us The Sdil @ Marina Bay, the
development is a bench murker in the concept of u “Live, Work
and Pluy” enclave that diso bousts unpurdlleled views of the city.

The Sdiil is just one of muny examples of how Singupore auddresses
the issue of lund scurcity. Redlising eurly on that careful und
thorough plunning wus required to muximise the use of lund, the
government took decisive steps to dlign this with the country’s
growing heeds.

A ROOF OVER EVERYONE'S HEADS

Public housing in Singapore is manuged by the Housing and
Development Bourd (HDB). The mujority of the residential

housiny developments in Singupore are publicly yoverned und
developed, with dbout 85% of Singuporedns living in such houses.
These fluts ure locuted in housing estutes - self-contuined sutellite
towns - with convenient umenities and facilities. These include
schools, supermarkets, clinics, hawker centres, und in some dreus,
even sports und recreutional fucilities. To cuter to different housing
budyets, u lurge variety of flut types and layouts ure offered.

While HDB fluts are built to provide uffordable housing for the
masses and their purchase can be financidlly-cided by the
Central Provident Fund, public housing in Singupore is not
cohsidered us u sigh of poverty or lower standards of living us
compured fo public housing in some other countries. Despite
beiny generdlly cheuper than privately-built homes, HDB flats
are built in a variety of gudlity and finishes to cater to middle aund
upper middle income groups.

Photo courtesy of the Singupore Tourism Bourd

culture spet

As Singupore developed economicully, chunyging demunds
hus seen more up-murket public housing developments
cutering to those with higher incomes. An exumple of this is The
Pinhucle @ Duxton, u 2.5 hecture residentiul complex locuted
at 1 Cuntonment Roud, Singupore. Cominyg in ut an impressive
50 storeys, it is currently the world'’s tullest public housing
development. It ulso bousts severul udded feutures such us:

o A link between towers ut the 26™ und 50™ floors by sky
bridyes forminy u joyyinyg truck und sky gyurden, u feuture
that is uniyue for public housing in Singupore.

o Fucilities such us u food centre, duycure centre,
unhderground curpurk und other sports und recreutionul
facilities.

e Buyers were uble to choose their flut’s luyout from
combinutions of bulconies, plunter boxes und/or buy
windows. Interndl lightweight concrete wdlls in units cun be
eusily removed und reconfigured by owners.
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BUDGET

To be on the sufe side, ulwuays
give your budyget u bit of
margin, e.y. if your budget is
$$5,000, udd w S$500 buffer to
play with. Rents vary dependiny
oh severdl factors such as

the type of uccommodution,
locdtion, whether it’s partidlly/
fully furnished, totdl floor size,
froximity to amenities, duration
of the leuse, etc. For instance,

u bungulow can cost anything
between 559,000 to $$26,000 u
month to rent, depending on

its size and facilities, whereus a
room cun range between $$450
in & HDB unit and up to $$1,900

I in ¢ full fucility condominium.

The ranges und varieties are
manifold.

TYPES OF HOUSING FOR RENT

High-rise apartments & condominiums

Most expuats in Singapore opt for private
apurtments, such us condominiums. The
reusons for this are their generdlly favouruble
location, their luxurious character, their
numerous und typicully upmarket umenities/
fucilities und their accessibility to other
foreigners.

Landed or detached houses

Bunyulows und coloniul “bluck und white”
mansions tend fo be a fuir amount costlier
to rent than most regular condos, becuuse
they offer serene surroundinys, come with
their own putch of lund/gaurden und there’s
no sharing any of the building structures with
neighbours.

Other types of lunded property ure semi-
detuched houses und terraced houses, such
as the 19" century Peranakan shophouses
that have been refurbished but still retain
their old world culturul charm.

Housing & Development Board (HDB) flats
These ure essentidlly public fluts that

are mostly confined to New Townships
developed in specific districts. Recently more
and more exputs have tuken to HDB units,
not only becuuse the rules yoverning HDB
rentdl to foreigners huve been reluxed, but
dlso becuuse HDB living is uite ufforduble.
Furthermore, HDB fluts tend fo be locuted
near public fransport hubs, supermarkets und
shoppiny mulls. Lustly, the other reuson we
heur more often these duys is thut only by
living in un HDB do you fruly experience the
redl Singupore.
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RENTING IN SINGAPORE

When renting, there ure severdl criteria to consider when

looking for your dream home in Singapore. Locuting the

ideul home boils dowh to finding a happy medium between ﬂb F

the pros and cons, a comfortable Middle ground between — —_—
what you want und what you need. I

LOCATION

Mdaps are your friends. Maps help you get a better feel
in which areu of Singupore the various houses of your
choice are locuted und where your heeds unhd wunts
are in reldtfion to it. Crucial here is the distance you heed
to travel between home and work/school. In other
words, it is advisable that you actudlly familiarise yourself
with the property and its surroundings if you are dble to.

ROOMS

There ure severdl variations

avdilable and you might be

overwhelmed dt first. Therefore, FAC ILITI ES & AMENITI ES

it is importunt thut you identify The following might be important enough
first-hand what your heeds are. Are for you to tuke info uccount - gym, pool/
you looking to renf u room or un jacuzzi, fennis/squash/basketball courts, spay/
entire unit? sauna, playground, BBQ pits, jogyging track, |
Do you want public housing within concierge und security services, reading/

a built areu or private (normally function room, deli/supermarket. But be

u condominium) housing with prepured to puy for these. Other fuctors
facilities such us d pool, gym und which muay dlso huve sufficient weight to
tennis courts? These are important influence your decision ure umenities such
questions to lock-down and are us bunks, shoppiny centres, hospitals/clinics,
also directly tied o your budget. public transport, recreutional ureus und
There ure even options avdiluble purking spuces.

for those in between who would

like to rent ¢ nicer room even with

budyet constraints, but do not like

the ideu of living within a HDB unit.

In generdl, housing in Singupore is ubove the uveruge
mark. Whether renting or buying, one cun be rest assured
of a high standard of qudlity and living. If buying is an
option or you wish o invest in a property in Singapore, it is
important that you do in-depth research first as Singapore
has recently infroduced hew laws imposing restrictions on
property ownership, in particular to foreighers. Unless you
are certuin that you will be here for un extended period
of time, it is better fo simply rent und avoid the lengthy
administrative and finuncial procedures.
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For more information, please visit the following websites:
Housing & Development Bourd - www.hdb.gov.sy

Hpor

Singupore Lund Authority - www.sla.gov.sy
Singupore Accredited Estute Agencies - www.sueu.ory.sy
Ndation Property - www.hationproperty.sy
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PROFESSOR
SRINIVAS K. REDDY

BEEN IN SINGAPORE SINCE 2009

ASSOCIATE DEAN
| FE KONG CHIAN

SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

LEE KONG CHIAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS.
ACADEMIC DIRECTOR, EXECUTIVE MBA PROGRAMME
DIRECTOR, CENTRE FOR MARKETING EXCELLENCE
SINGAPORE MANAGEMENT UNIVERSITY

Prof Reddy believes in going where the action is. After some twenty years teaching in New York, Los
Angeles and other parts of the United States, he jumped at the chance to teach at the Singapore
Management University in 2009 as he thought that the move would be “a fantastic opportunity to be
in the heart of Asia, where things are really moving”.

*When | look back ut the move, puckiny
wus the most difficult part,” guipped

Prof Reddy, dlluding to the smdller living
spuces that Singupore hus compured to
the US. “Effectively we sfill have our home
in the US, but we packed most of the stuff
and put it in storage, and the rest of it was
fpretty straightforward.”

“The streumlined processes that the
government agencies hud put in pluce
essentially mude my move here very
eusy. By the time | lunded, | dlready had
my employment puss and dll other things
faken care of.”

Geftting seftled info work seems to have
presented no hurdles for him either.
“We're in such a connected society that
it doesn’t mutter where you ure, und

the environment here is like any other US
reseurch institution,” he suid, remarking
how the ucudemics, reseurch setup,

und peduyoyy, dll differ little from his
experience in the US. "In fact, the student
body - the undergradudtes here — are on
pur with some of the best students |'ve
taught. So you yet u funtustic kick out of
teuchinyg such students.”

Outside of the classroom he is dlso uite
impressed with the reseurch environment.
“LKCSB (Lee Kony Chiun School of
Business) und the faculty here are ranked
us one of the top universities in the

world now,” he suid. "The environment

is very much reseurch focused und

the supporting structure is even better
becuuse they fry to encourage fuculty
fo fravel to pluces where you cun
colluborute with your co-authors und
others.”

One of the topics Prof Reddy hud spoken
oh ut seminars was “Innovute or Die:
Strateyies in Rupidly Chunyging Markets”.
His talk looked ut how firms have to dedl
with constunt changes in the world of

business, innovating not just their products,

but their business processes, ureus of
opportunities, and business models to
udupt to the ever-changing conditions of
the murket.

| worked with companies like IBM to

try und help them understund how you
credte innovations. Muny people think
innovation is ubout how Much you spend
onh R&D or how many putents you have,
and that’s usudlly hot the way it works.

How you cohvert those technologicul
inventions into business is the critical part
of innovation,” he explained.

Turhing that microscope on Singapore,
Prof Reddy said, “"One of the ways that

| think will help to increuse the level of
innovation in Singapore is attracting
talent. Singupore hus done well in setting
up innovation hubs - like Fusionopolis
and Biopolis — fo offer a conducive
environment for talent fo work in.”

He added thut risk munugement is
another importunt part of the process.
Looking ut the medsures in place in
Singupore, he remarked,

"I CAN SEE THAT,
HAVING LOOKED AT
THINGS THAT HAVE
HAPPENED ELSEWHERE,
THE FUTURE IS GOING
TO BE VERY BRIGHT
HERE.”
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ATTENTIO

DESIGNATION: AREA DIRECTOR, CHINA |

With her background in human
resources, Syhergy has a guick chut
with Contact Singapore’s Area Director
to Ching, Soo Ming Miny, to find out

how she brings her understanding
of jobseekers’ mindsets to attract a
diverse pool of tulent in Shanghui,
where she’s currently based.

MAKING AN IMPRESSION

When | sturted out ut Contuct Singupore,
| was in the Singapore Welcome Centre
tfeum looking only ut the investors from
Centrul China, Now in Shanghui, I'm dlso
reuching out to the locdl professionals
und the overseus Singuporeun
community in China,

During my first meeting with investors, they
would typicdlly be surprised to see such
u youny lookinyg government official.
Once, | entered the office of u client,
who wus the chuirman of the compuny.
He looked ut me und usked me if the
Areu Director will be drriving soon. He
wus rather surprised when | pussed

him My namecurd and told him that |
wus the Areu Director who mude the
dppointment fo meet with him.

TOUGHENING UP

Beyond work, when it comes to livinyg

in Shanghui, one of the greutest
chdllenyges | fuced wus “truining” myself
to become more uggressive. Some
instances would be squeezing into or
out of the subwuy frain, flugying down
u cub, or just preventing people from
cutting my yueues!

DIVERSIFIED APPROACHES

| huve three yroups of auudiences —
investors, locul/exputriute working
professionals und the overseus
Singuporeun community. For investors,
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CHARACTERISTICS: KEEN JUDGE OF CHARACTER

| think it’s still very much u ohe-to-one
personal approach that works best. For
working professiondls, especidlly in u
country like China where the volume of job
seeking professiondls is redlly large, | think
techholoyy is yuite key to help us reuch
out fo our targeted audiences. During the
pust year that I'm bused here, I've leurnt
dbout very interesting sociul mediu tools
such us Kuixin, Weibo aund most recently
we fried out word of mouth marketing for
our cureer event edrlier in April.

| redlly enjoy hunyiny out with the
overseus Singuporeuns us well, be it ut
events, smull gutherings, luncheohns or
drinks ufter work. I’'m very glud that many
have been open und generous in sharinyg
their experiences with me.

SEEKING ROOTS

There ure muny pluces in Chinu that | like,
but my most memoruble experiences
thus fur were my visits to Fujian, My
grundfather was from Fujian, so it was
interesting to be buck ut my *hometown”.
I’Mm always yuite thrilled to hear the loculs
speuk in Hokkien!(laughs) | think their
culture and behavior ure dlso yuite similar
to Singupore’s, so it’s interesting to be far
awuay from home, and yet feel like I'm in
Singupore (sort of).

FOSTERING STRONG TIES
The good thing is, most Chinese have a
posifive perception of Singupore. They see

Singapore us u safe location and lawful
society with u strong educution system.
The key is to be u yood umbussudor
ourselves, us they tend to look ut us und
form un impression of whut Singupore und
Singuporeuns are like. For the investors in
purticular, | diso find it useful to just Muintuin
contact, und build up that frust and
persondl relutionship whilst we encouruye
and ussist them in exploring business
opjportunities in Singapore.

WHY SINGAPORE IS THE PLACE TO LIVE

Beiny u multi-raciul country, Singupore is home
to severdl culturdl enclaves from Chinatown,
Little Indiu, Ardb Street to our first herituge town,
Joo Chiut, where the Perunukaun und Eurasiun
communities ure concentrated. The wide vuriety
of food options mukes dining out un exciting yet
afforduble experience.

Well-designed infrustructure: With park connectors
und hew trdin lines sprouting up, there are plenty
of wuys of getting uround Singupore which ure
eusy oh the pocket. Most heurtlund ureus ure
pucked with amenities like supermarkets, food
centres, bunks, purks und yyms.

With Universdl Studios hewly opened, internutional
ucts like The Lion King cominyg to Murinu Bay
Sunds und worldcluss exhibitions over ut the
ArtScience Museum, there are no luck of leisure
options to while away weekends in Singupore.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

CAREERS@SINGAPORE

This recruitment programme brings fogether Singapore-based employers, global
professionals and graduating students who are interested in working in Singapore.
Participants can find out more about working and living in Singapore, and network

with local industry professionals and employers.

CONTACT SINGAPORE WELCOME SESSION

This pre-departure briefing, held in various
cities around the world, offers a broad overview
of fopics about moving to and living in
Singapore. For further information, visit www.
contactsingapore.sg/welcome_session

DATE EVENT LOCATION
11-12Oct  Singapore Research Virtual Careers Fair Online DATE LOCATION
19-21 Oct  Careers@Singapore: Multi Industries New York 15 Oct Los Angeles
22 Oct Careers@Singopore: Legal Services London 21 Oct Shanghai
Careers@Home: Justice Law Clerks (JLC
23 Oct Programme GLC) London 21 Oct  Seoul
Careers@Singapore in conjunction with the 3 Nov London
1 Nov Pucheon Infernational Student Animation Festival ?Sﬁg?g%eo
(PISAF) 3 Nov Sydney
10-13 Nov  Careers@Singapore in conjunction with G-Star ?E?SQQHK)O@Q 12 Nov Redwood City, CA
OTHER EVENTS
DATE EVENT LOCATION DATE EVENT LOCATION
ASIA UK
. Experience@Singapore: Inferactive & ‘ University of Edinburgh ‘
10- 14 Oct Digital Media Singapore 12 Oct Careers Fair Edinbugh
) [TB (Institut Teknologi Bandung) University College London
[RleCc Intfegrated Career Day Inconesis Jstel Engineering Fo%r oot
15 Oct Bilingual Job Fair by Daijob Tokyo Manchester University
19 Oct  Engineering, Science & Manchester
EUROPE Technology Fair
B Budapest University of Technology &  Hungary
12-130ct - o onomics Career Fair E;Budopest) 20 Oct gg?f‘e@e‘ﬁ%“igf London
: ermany
1o e neya lmsnau Ceresr ey (Imenau) 27 Oct  Insight Fair @ Warwick Coventry
Scholarships & Educational : ‘
19 Oct Prograrmes Fair Croatfia (Zagreb) 5 Nov Oxford Science & Oxford
‘ Engineering Fair
26 Oct Bonding Career Fair Germany (Berlin) Us
AGH University of Science & F————
26-28 Oct  Technology Career Fair and Poland (Cracow) Osion university
Careers@Singapore I3 Qe Engineering Fall Career Fair Eesior
Germany Harvard Job and Infernship
29 Oct Careers@Home (Heideloerg) 14 Oct Fair Boston
. ‘ ‘ Germany Princeton Science &
8-9 Nov Konakfiva Dorfrmund Job Fair (Dorfmund) 14 Oct Technology Career Fair Princeton
‘ Czech Republic Asian Professional
9N Job Challl Job F
oV © alenge Joorar (Brno) 15 Oct  Exchange (APEX) Career Los Angeles
Sympaosium
‘ Germany ‘ i iclhi
14 Nov Bonding Career Fair ‘ University of Michigan
° (Braunschweig) 20 Oct  Infernational Opportunities  Ann Arbor
Fair
15 Nov 15 JobMesse Germany (Munich) University of Pennsyivania
28 Nov Bonding Career Fair Germany 25 Oct International Opportunifies  Philadelphia
(Aachen) Fair
30 Nov Germany
"1 Dec Absolventenkongress (Cologne)
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For more information please contact:

Australia (Sydney)
sydney@contactsingapore.sg

China (Shanghai)
shanghai@contactsingapore.sg

China (Beijing)
beijing@contactsingapore.sg

Europe (London)
london@contactsingapore.sg

Europe (Frankfurt)
frankfurt@contactsingapore.sg

India (Mumbai)
mumbai@contactsingapore.sg

India (Chennai)
chennai@contactsingapore.sg

Japan (Tokyo)
japan@contactsingapore.sg

North America (New York)
newyork@contactsingapore.sg

North America (San Francisco)
sanfrancisco@contactsingapore.sg

North America (Boston)
boston@contactsingapore.sg

Southeast Asia
seasia@contactsingapore.sg

South Korea (Seoul)
seoul@contactsingapore.sg

Singapore
singapore@contactsingapore.sg

Taiwan (Taipei)
taiwan@contactsingapore.sg

Contact
Singapore

contactsingapore.sg



