
Carolyn Raffensperger MA, JD  
 

Carolyn is the Science and Environmental Health Network’s (SEHN) founding Executive 
Director. In 1982 she left a career as an archaeologist in the desert Southwest to join the 
environmental movement. She first worked for the Sierra Club where she addressed an 
array of environmental issues including: forest management, river protection, pesticide 
pollutants, and disposal of radioactive waste. She began working for SEHN in December 
1994. As an environmental lawyer she specializes in the fundamental changes in law and 
policy necessary for the protection and restoration of public health and the environment.  
 

Carolyn is co-editor of “Protecting Public Health and the Environment: Implementing the 
Precautionary Principle,” published by Island Press (1999). This volume is the most 
comprehensive exploration to date of the history, theory, and implementation of the 
precautionary principle. She writes the Science for Lawyers column for the 
Environmental Law Institute's journal Environmental Forum. In addition, she serves on 
editorial review boards for several environmental and sustainable agriculture journals, 
and has served on USEPA and National Research Council committees.  
 

Carolyn has been featured in Gourmet magazine, the Utne Reader, Yes! Magazine, the 
Sun, Whole Earth, and Scientific American. Along with leading workshops and giving 
frequent lectures on the Precautionary Principle, Carolyn is currently involved in getting 
the Ecological Medicine Program up and running at SEHN, as well as in revisioning the 
judicial system via the program on Science in the Courts. 
 

Website: www.sehn.org 
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Ted Schettler has a medical degree from Case-Western Reserve University and a Masters 
degree in public health from the Harvard School of Public Health.  He is science director 
for the Science and Environmental Health Network and co-chair of the Human Health 
and Environment Project of Greater Boston Physicians for Social Responsibility. 
 

Dr. Schettler is co-author of “Generations at Risk: Reproductive Health and the 
Environment,” which examines reproductive and developmental health effects of 
exposure to a variety of environmental toxicants.  He is also co-author of “In Harm's 
Way: Toxic Threats to Child Development,” which discusses the impact of 
environmental exposures on neurological development in children. 
 

He is a member of the Environment Committee of Physicians for Social Responsibility, 
the committee on Occupational and Environmental Health of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society.   Dr. Schettler is on the medical staff of Boston Medical Center and has a clinical 
practice at the E. Boston Neighborhood Health Center. 


