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Level 4: BTEC Higher National Certificate (HNC)
120 credits (QCF)

BTEC HNCs at level 4 offer an internationally recognised qualification with the

Level 5: BTEC Higher National Diploma (HND)
240 credits (QCF)

BTEC level 5 HNDs offer greater depth and specialisation than the level 4 HNCs,
providing a robust platform for progression into - or within - employment, or to

LEVEL

LEVEL

potential for career progression and professional development for those already in
employment, and opportunities to progress into higher education.

How long is the course?

The study programme can be part-time or full time, and the
framework gives centres the flexibility to develop engaging, relevant
programmes to support their learners’ professional development
aspirations.

Most BTEC Higher Nationals at level 4 are taken by part-time
learners studying over two years, although in some sectors there
are opportunities to take a more intensive programme of study over
a shorter period.

Where next?

Learners who achieve their BTEC Level 4 Higher National Certificate
can progress first to a BTEC Level 5 Higher National Diploma which
offers a great degree of specialisation and then potentially to degree
level.

Go to Programme Design & Delivery on page 5 to find out more
about how to construct a full programme at level 4.

further study at degree level.

How long is the course?

While retaining the same flexibility as the BTEC Level 4 HNC,
BTEC Level 5 HND learners are predominantly following a
full-time course of study, providing opportunities for them to
apply their knowledge and practical skills in the workplace.
If they are studying full time, they can take up formal work
placements or part-time employment experience as part of
their course.

Where next?

Learners achieving a BTEC Level 5 HND can progress to - or
within — employment in their sector, or continue their studies
to degree level. A Level 5 HND provides opportunities to
specialise within a sector, and learners can choose to use this
as a starting point to work towards professional membership
or study for entry to their specialist professional body.

Go to Programme Design & Delivery on page 5 to find out
more about how to construct a full programme at level 5.

BTEC Professional Courses

Developing the skills learners need for workplace progression

Learners may be looking for a shorter course of specialist study to enhance

specific skills, knowledge and understanding — or to improve professional

practice — to support progression within their chosen career.

The BTEC Professional suite offers exactly the kind of flexibility they are looking for: a wide range of

work-related qualifications from levels 4-7 directly related to their work experience or career
progression. They can select the sector specialism, level and delivery method that best suits their

individual needs.

Stay up to date - visit www.btec.co.uk/highernationals today
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BTEC Level 6 Diplomas in
Engineering

As part of our continuing commitment to higher
education in further and higher education colleges
we have developed a new suite of BTEC Level 6

Diplomas in Engineering in consultation with SEMTA,

Engineering Council UK and a number of leading
Professional Engineering Institutions.

These qualifications are designed to meet the
“Further Learning” requirements for holders of
BTEC HND or Foundation degree who wish to
achieve professional Incorporated Engineering
(IEng) status.

These qualifications also form an integral part of
SEMTA's new Higher Apprenticeship in Advanced
Manufacturing Engineering at Level 6.

To find out more visit
www.btec.co.uk/engineering-level6

HN eLearning for
Higher Nationals in Business

Enriching the experience, extending
the reach

Online resources will be available from Autumn
2012 to support core units from the BTEC HNs
in Business. This online resources will help you to:

m make the most of tutor time invested in
planning, delivery and assessment

m support learners with an enriched,
interactive learning experience

m reach wider audiences through blended
or distance learning options.

To find out more visit
www.pearsonfe.co.uk/hn-elearning

The Essentials

Programme Design & Delivery =

BTEC Higher Nationals on the Qualifications
and Credit Framework (QCF)

BTEC Higher National qualifications are allocated a
minimum credit value and Guided Learning Hours

(GLH) at each level.

BTEC HNs on the QCF at a glance

BTEC Higher Nationals are
available at:

® BTEC Level 4 HNC
(Higher National
Certificate)

m BTEC Level 5 HND
(Higher National
Diplomal

The Rules of Combination
allow learners the flexibility
to include units from the
levels above and below
their chosen level of study.

Credit values

Each QCF unit normally
earns 15 credits, usually in
multiples of 5 credits.

Units can vary in size, and
the credit allocation for
each unit is explained in
each individual course
specification.

Guided Learning Hours (GLH)

Providing a starting point for
your resource planning, the
Guided Learning Hours for each
level are set at:

® Level 4 HNC 480 GLH
® Level 5 HND 960 GLH

Ofqual define GLH as “the
number of hours of teacher-
supervised or directed study
time required to teach a
qualification or unit of a
qualification”,

For more information on how to construct a BTEC HN course of study, see Unit Selection on page 7.

To find out about unit grading see Awarding Qualification and Unit Grades on page 21.

Stay up to date - visit www.btec.co.uk/highernationals today
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Programme Design & Delivery

Programme Design & Delivery

How can we identify each individual qualification and pathway? Unit selection

QCF qualification and pathway titling Core units (mandatory)

The QCF has rationalised naming conventions to make each qualification as clear and distinctive as Each BTEC Higher National qualification has a specified credit value for the ‘'mandatory” units which
possible on the Register of Regulated Qualifications (RRQ) at http://register.ofqual.gov.uk/. provide the core knowledge, skills and understanding required.

The full formal titles will be used on all official documentation (e.g. specifications); however we usually The minimum number of credits required from mandatory units varies for each qualification.

use shortened versions in general communications for ease of recognition. Mandatory units provide:

Where qualifications offer defined pathways, these are also listed in the specifications, with the pathway B a3 broad-based introduction and the essential components for the qualification

name in parenthesis. ® the underpinning knowledge for the subject area

® a platform for further specialised study.

Specialist units (optional)
For example: Specialist units offer the opportunity to tailor the learner’s individual programme of study to match

T their professional needs and aspirations.
Qualification Pathway

BTEC Level 4 HNC Diploma in Health | BTEC Level 5 HND Diploma in Health The selection of specialist units allows learners to:
& Social Care & Social Care (Management]

® build on the fundamentals introduced in the mandatory units

BTEC Level 4 HND Diploma in BTEC Level 5 HND Diploma in S -
Business Business (Marketing] ® be more focused around an area of specialisation for a sector-specific field of employment
® allow greater depth and breadth of learning.
Rules of Combination (RoC)
BUIldlng a programme of StUdy The RoC provide the guidelines you need to build a valid
BTEC HNs are developed in collaboration with centres, employers, programme of study.

professional bodies and the Sector Skills Councils (SSCs and SSBs]
to ensure that the mandatory units for each qualification meet the
skills requirements of the sector.

Each centre is responsible for creating programmes of
study which combine units correctly. If you need more
information or advice, you can:

® download your specification today
www.btec.co.uk/highernationals

m 55k Edexcel at www.edexcel.co.uk/askedexcel
Programme of study or contact specialist subject advisors at
www.btec.co.uk/contactus

Core Units (Mandatory) = Specialist Units (Optional)

Compulsory for all learners: Combining credit values and levels as defined

In the specification and by the Rules of
Combination, learners can complete their course
by selecting from:

m As listed in the specification and units.

B The core units contain the essential

underpinning knowledge required for
this level by the sector, regardless of 1. Specialist units for the qualification.

specialisation. 2. Meeting Local Needs (MLN] units.

3. Locally-devised specialist units.

Stay up to date - visit www.btec.co.uk/highernationals today
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Programme Design & Delivery

Combining mandatory core and specialist units

To achieve a full qualification at each level, learners must gain a minimum number of credits (120 credits
at level 4 and 240 at level 5), studying a mix of mandatory core units and their own selection from a range
of optional specialist units.

These units can be at the same level as the qualification, or at one level above or below; the Rules
of Combination, outlined in the specification, define how the units can be combined to create a valid
qualification.

This flexibility ensures each programme of study provides the essential underpinning knowledge required
for each level and sector, and delivers learning tailored to the individual's professional needs and
aspirations.

Level &4 Level 5

60* mandatory
core credits

+

60* credits from
optional specialist
units

125* mandatory
core credits

+

115* credits from
optional specialist
units

120 credits in total
(must contain minimum
65 credits at level 4)
240 credits in total
(must contain minimum
65 credits at level 4
and minimum 125
credits at level 5)

*These are guidelines figures only - the breakdown between mandatory and specialist units is given in each individual
specification at www.btec.co.uk/highernationals.

Building a programme of study - at a glance

Working within this framework, centres have 3 options for
selecting the optional, specialist section in any programme
of study:

1. Specialist units for the qualification.
2. Meeting Local Needs (MLN] units.

3. Locally-devised specialist units.

1. Specialist Units for the Qualification

You can select specialist units from the same qualification
and level of study, combining level and credit values as
defined by the Rules of Combination in the specification.

The full range of units for each qualification is listed
online alongside the specification at www.btec.co.uk/
highernationals.

These units should be the main source for building a
programme of study.

Programme Design & Delivery

2. Meeting Local Needs (MLN)

If your learners require a greater degree of specialisation than the standard units allow, you are free
to select the specific units you need from any other accredited BTEC HN QCF qualifications.

The same guidelines about credit value and level apply as with the standard specialist units, and
these will be outlined in the Rules of Combination detailed in the specification.

All units imported to meet local needs must be at level 4 or level 5 only, and cannot exceed the
maximum credit value for imported units defined for the qualification:

m BTEC Level 4 HNC Diploma: centres can import a maximum of 30 credits.
m BTEC Level 5 HND Diploma: centres can import a maximum of 60 credits.

Centres traditionally use this option to tailor a programme to the individual requirements of local
learners or employers, while ensuring it remains coherent and continues to reflect the standard and
vocational purpose of the qualification.

Tailoring MLN to sector needs

Although the importing of MLN units is usually
restricted to 30 credits at level 4 and 60 Credits at level
9, there are two exceptions:

= BTEC HNC Level 4 in Construction and the Built
Environment (Civil Engineering) consists of
100% mandatory units. As there are no optional
specialist units taken as part of this qualification,
you cannot import any MLN units.

= BTEC HNC Level 4 in Health and Social Care
qualifications restrict the credit value of any
imported units to a maximum of 15 credits.
This exception applies both to MLN and locally
specified units [see below].

3. Locally devised specialist units

If any centre identifies a very specific local need which is not met by the existing range of QCF units,
they can approach Pearson to discuss creating a new unit.

In a limited number of cases, where there is a clearly demonstrable need, Pearson will work with
the centre to develop bespoke units, which have to be submitted to Ofqual for accreditation and
inclusion on the QCF, and assigned a credit value. Delivery of the unit can begin only once the unit
has been fully accredited and added to the qualification.

The length of time from submission to accreditation is not fixed; we advise centres to work with
6 months as a rule of thumb, although the writing and accreditation process varies significantly
depending on the nature of the unit.

If you are interested in developing a locally devised unit, please contact your curriculum
development manager in the first instance (see page 27 for full contact details).

Stay up to date - visit www.btec.co.uk/highernationals today
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BTEC Higher Nationals - the complete course list O =

We've expanded the range of BTEC HNs on the QCF, with courses available across 16 sectors: Advanced Studies in Early Years

You can browse through our full portfolio of BTEC courses at levels 4 and 5 in the following pages.

Our BTEC Higher Nationals in Advanced Studies in

Early Years at levels 4 and 5 equip learners with the knowledge,
understanding, training and skills that are essential for finding
employment in today’s highly competitive job market.

All our specifications and unit lists are available FREE online - go to www.btec.co.uk/highernationals to
view or download just the information you need.

Advanced Studies in Early Years. ... 11 The strong vocational elements in the Early Years courses
APPLIEA SCIBNCE ...ttt [ ensure learners have a chance to develop the personal qualities
ATt B DBSIGN ..o 12 ) and.gan.w the experience - they need to make a valuable 3
contribution as soon as they start work. Q
BUSINESS ..., 12 g Py
- _ . ® Progression to further study: units achieved at level 4 o 3
Lo T o LU 0 HNC count towards the level 5 HNC qualification, making ‘E g
Construction & the Built Environment ... 13 progression straightforward to higher higher level study, =2
. . (=}
ENGINEEIING . oo 14 including degree-level courses. -
Hair & BeaUty ... 15 Course Listings
Health & S0CIAL Care ... 15 Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma  Level 5 HND Diploma
Ad d Studies in Early Vi
Hospitality, Travel & ToUriSm ... ..o e 16 venced studies in Fary fears v v
Land and ENVIFONMENT ... e 17
i o 18
MUSIC e 18

Applied Science

Performing Arts

PUB LI S OIVICES oo Our BTEC Higher Nationals in Applied Science offer vocational
; training and education in both Applied Biology and Applied
Chemistry.

m Success at work: equip learners with the knowledge to
succeed in biologically or chemically-based industries and
help them develop the skills, techniques and attributes
essential for successful performance in working life.

m Core skills for technical work: include units relating to the
Laboratory and Associated Technical Activities (LATAJ level
4 NVQ, providing basic skills needed for technical work
such as quality control and laboratory management.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma Level 5 HND Diploma
Applied Biology v 4
% Applied Chemistry v v

/II'II'#
%
7

10 Find out more and download your FREE specification at: www.btec.co.uk/highernationals 11
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Course listings N

Art & Design

With a choice of 14 BTEC Higher Nationals in Art and Design,
learners have the opportunity to master the essential techniques
of their craft and develop their higher-level skills in subjects as
diverse as Fine Art, 3D Design, Interactive Media, Graphic Design,
Fashion and Textiles, and Photography.

B The skills for success: broaden learners’ experience and depth
of knowledge, allowing them to develop a range of skills,
techniques and attributes essential for successful performance
in working life.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma Level 5 HND Diploma

Art and Design v v
3D Design v 4
Fashion and Textiles v 4
Fine Art v 4
Graphic Design v 4
Interactive Media v v
Photography v v
Business

Our BTEC Higher National qualifications deliver the essential
understanding and practical skills for success in business life.

m Business skills: sharpen cognitive skills, critical thinking,
analysis and synthesis, problem solving and decision making;
provide the core skills for business reporting, including
communication and numeric skills; and develop people skills
including negotiating, team-building, leadership and
self-management capabilities.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma

Level 5 HND Diploma

Business

Business (Accounting])

Business (Human Resources)

Business (Law)

Business [Management)

RISISIS S

Business (Marketing]

Find out more and download your FREE specification at: www.btec.co.uk/highernationals

Course listings =

Computing and Systems Development

Our BTEC Higher Nationals in Computing have been developed
with input from the Information and Communications
Technology sector to deliver the essential understanding and
practical skills for a career in the IT sector.

m Course structure at both levels are unitised. All learners
study the core units Business Skills for e-Commerce,
Computer Systems and Employability and Professional
Development while level 5 learners can also study Project
Design, Implementation and Evaluation.

Course Listings

Course Name

Level 4 HNC Diploma

Level 5 HND Diploma

Computing and System
Development

Construction and the Built Environment

Our Construction and the Built Environment Higher Nationals
allow learners to specialise in either Construction, Building
Services Engineering or in Civil Engineering at both levels 4
and 5.

® Providing a thorough grounding in the key concepts and
practical skills required in their sector, they are an ideal
choice for learners progressing from a level 3 Technical
Certificate within or following an Advanced Apprenticeship.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma Level 5 HND Diploma

Construction and the Built
Environment

v v

Construction and the Built
Environment (Building Services v v
Engineering)

Construction and the Built
Environment (Civil Engineering])

Find out more and download your FREE specification at: www.btec.co.uk/highernationals
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Course listings

Course Listings

Engineering

For learners with an interest in pursuing any one of a broad
range of engineering vocations - from car mechanics to space
flight - our BTEC Higher Nationals in Engineering offer valuable
experience leading to a qualification recognised by employers
and professional bodies alike.

® Professional recognition: approval from professional
engineering institutions means a BTEC HN, combined
with appropriate further study to degree level, can satisfy
registrations requirements as an Incorporated Engineer.

m Core scientific principles: learners gain a thorough grounding
in the fundamental scientific and mathematical principles
required to solve engineering problems.

Course Name

Automotive Engineering

Level 4 HNC Diploma

Level 5 HND Diploma

AN

Electrical and Electronic Engineering

Electrical Engineering

Electronic Engineering

General Engineering

Manufacturing Engineering

Mechanical Engineering

Operations Engineering

Aeronautical Engineering

Marine Engineering

Nautical Science

Vehicle Operations Management

Incorporated Engineering

RTINS IS ISIS ISR S

v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
]

Find out more and download your FREE specification at: www.btec.co.uk/highernationals

Course listings =

Hair and Beauty

Our BTEC Higher Nationals in Hair and Beauty Management
equip learners with an excellent grounding in the skills
needed to run a successful beauty salon or to work at
management level in a health spa.

m Course structure at both levels are unitised. All learners
study salon management and are taught what they need to
know about the health and safety, security and client care
aspects essential for good salon management.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma Level 5 HND Diploma

Hair and Beauty Management v 4

Health and Social Care

Our BTEC Higher Nationals in Health and Social Care at levels
4 and 5 equip learners with the knowledge, understanding,
training and skills that are essential for finding employment in
today’s highly competitive job market.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma Level 5 HND Diploma

Health and Social Care v v
oplid i Stuted v v
. .
rHeea;[Fh;and Social Care v v
E%J;a#tahgir;;jei?]cia[ Care v v

Find out more and download your FREE specification at: www.btec.co.uk/highernationals
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Course listings =

Hospitality, Travel and Tourism Management Land Based

Course listings N

Our Land and Environment BTEC Higher Nationals cover four
key areas at both level 4 and level 5.

Our BTEC Higher Nationals in Hospitality Management and Travel
and Tourism Management equip learners with the knowledge,
understanding, training, skills and personal qualities they will need

N ® Animal Management: provide education and training for a
to make a useful contribution as soon as they start work. g P 9

variety of work roles such as animal health and welfare
® Hospitality Management: equips learners for employment management, wildlife management, animal production
in the licensed trade, specialist culinary arts or the leisure and

tourism sectors. They can focus on their individual interests

and trade.

o . ® Environmental Conservation: support progression into
such as hotels, restaurants, hospitality servcies. land and countryside management, rural production,
environmental science and interpretation, and allow

in-depth exploration of areas such as waste management,

® Travel & Tourism: opens up opportunities for learners to work
in tourism development, marketing and management, including

v
X
o
(=]
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o
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o
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specific interest areas such as visitor attraction management bio-surveying, game and wildlife management.

and the impact of tourism on developing countries. ® Equine Management: provide education and training for a

variety of work roles, including stud management, racing,
horse health and medicine and equitation. Learners can
also cover racehorse training, estate management and

® Course Structures at both levels are modular, with opportunities
for specialism.

Course Listings equine genetics.

N Level 4 HNC Dipl Level 5 HND Dipl . : - : :
SRS e CRIBSITAN WESE L ® Horticulture: offers education and training to suit roles in
Hospitality Management v v amenity design, sports surfaces and design, plant
Travel and Tourism Management v v production and landscape design and maintenance.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma Level 5 HND Diploma
Animal Management v 4

Environmental Conservation

Equine Management

ANIANIAN
AN ANI AN

Horticulture

Find out more and download your FREE specification at: www.btec.co.uk/highernationals Find out more and download your FREE specification at: www.btec.co.uk/highernationals
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Course listings N
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Media

Our BTEC Higher Nationals in Creative Media Production equip
learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills that are
essential for those seeking employment in the highly competitive
media industry.

® Work-related expertise: develop an effective platform for
working in the media industry through the effective combination
of core knowledge and skills gained across the learning
programme in a wide range of creative and technical areas.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma  Level 5 HND Diploma

Creative Media Production (4 v
Creative Media Production (Radio) v v
Creative Media Production (Journalism) v v
Creative Media Production (Moving Image) v v
Creative Media P ti

reative Media rodgc |o.r1 v v
(Computer Game Animation)
Creative Media Production
(Computer Game Design) v v

Music

Our BTEC Higher Nationals in Music at levels 4 and 5 equip learners
with the knowledge, understanding, training and skills that are
essential for finding employment in today’s highly competitive job
market.

® Work-related skills: the strong vocational approach supports
learners in developing the personal qualities and experience
they need to make a valuable contribution as soon as they start
work.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma Level 5 HND Diploma

Music v (4
Music (Performance) v 4
Music (Production) v (4

Find out more and download your FREE specification at: www.btec.co.uk/highernationals

Course listings N

I

Performing Arts

Our BTEC Higher Nationals in Performing Arts equip learners
with the knowledge, understanding, training and skills that
are essential for finding employment in the highly competitive
performing arts and support industries.

® Work-related expertise: develop an effective platform for
working in the industry through the effective combination
of core knowledge and skills gained across the learning
programme in a wide range of creative and technical
areas.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma Level 5 HND Diploma

Performing Arts v v
Performing Arts (Performance) v 4
Performing Arts (Production) v v

Public Services

Our BTEC Higher National qualifications in Public Services
deliver the essential knowledge, understanding, and practical
skills for success in a range of careers in this sector.

m Core skills: sharpen learners’ thinking skills, analysis,
problem solving and decision making, and develop
communication skills.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma Level 5 HND Diploma
Public Services v v

Find out more and download your FREE specification at: www.btec.co.uk/highernationals
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Learning, Teaching & Assessment

Course listings N

Sport Awarding qualification and unit grades

We encourage centres to use a wide range of assessment tools, drawing on their own experience to
Our Higher Nationals in Sport offer vocational training and select the most appropriate, sector-specific methods to meet learning outcomes and assessment
education in four specialist areas: Sport and Exercise Sciences; criteria.
Coaching and Sports Development; Health, Fitness and Exercise;
and Leisure Management. How it works

The overall grade for a BTEC Level 4 HNC or level 5 HND is a transparent process calculated
through a combination of:

m Sport and Exercise Sciences: Level 4 introduces the core
knowledge required - including anatomy, physiology and
psychology - as well as elements of training and fitness and ® the credits allocated to each unit, and
essential research skills. Level 5 includes an additional

mandatory unit covering biomechanics and a wider range of
optional units. using the top 75 credits from the learner’s highest-graded units.

® the grade (Pass, Merit or Distinction] achieved for that unit

u Coaching and SpOI'tS Development: Level 4 covers the sport As a learner progresses through their course, each
and leisure industry, the evolution of sports development and individual unit is assessed and awarded a grade -
applied sports coaching. Level 5 contains additional mandatory Pass, Merit or Distinction.

units in managing sports development, the principles of sports . . o
Each unit grade then attracts points on a sliding scale -

coaching and a research project. _ o : _ _
2 points for a Distinction; 1 point for a Merit and 0 points

m Sport (Health, Fitness and Exercise): Level 4 provides an

for a Pass.
understanding of the fundamentals including anatomy and
physiology, physical activity, lifestyle and wellbeing, health Once all units are completed, the learner’s overall grade
promotion and training and fitness for sport and exercise. for the qualification is calculated using:
Level 5 contains an additional mandatory unit in nutrition for = the learner’s highest-graded units
sport and exercise and a research project. (the top 75 credits)
m Leisure Management: Level 4 covers the sport and leisure ® units at the level of the qualification
industry, marketing principles, operating and managing a sport or the level above.

and leisure facility and customer service. Level 5 contains an
additional mandatory unit in managing in the health and fitness
industry and a research project.

Course Listings

Course Name Level 4 HNC Diploma Level 5 HND Diploma

Sport and Exercise Sciences v v

Sport (Health, Fitness and Exercise)

v v
Sport [Coaching and Sports Development] v v
v v

Sport (Leisure Management)

Find out more and download your FREE specification at: www.btec.co.uk/highernationals

Stay up to date - visit www.btec.co.uk/highernationals today
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Examples of qualification grading tables

Although the learner must complete 120 credits of study at level 4 HNC and 240 at level 5 HND to gain
a full qualification, the final grade is calculated only using the top 75 credits from the learner’s highest

, , These examples show how a learner’s final grade would be awarded, using their highest-graded units
performing units.

(the top 75 credits only). The calculations are valid for qualifications at both level 4 HNC and level 5 HND.

Calculating the Qualification Grade
9 Q Pass Qualification Grade (0-74 Qualification Grade Points)

22

Qualification Grade Points table

Unit grade Credits achieved at each unit grade Grade Points Qualification Grade
: (Top 75 credits only) per credit Points achieved
Points range Grade Pass 30 0 0x0-0
0-74 Pass (P) Merit 30 1 30 x 1 =30
75_149 Merit (M) Distinction 15 2 15x2=30
— 75 credits Total Qualification 0+30+30=60
150 Distinction (D) Grade Points
Qualification Grade Pass

1. Multiply the number of credits achieved at each grade by
the grade points (0 for Pass; 1 for Merit; 2 for

Distinction) to calculate the Qualification Grade Points Pass 50 0 50x0 =0
gained at Pass, Merit and Distinction. Merit 15 1 15x1=15
2. Add up these Qualification Grade Points to calculate the Distinction 10 2 [0x2-20
Total Qualifications Grade Point 75 credits Total Qualification 0+15+20=35
0 uatifications e roints. Grade Points
3. Match the Total Qualifications Grade Points against the Qualification Grade Pass

Qualification Grade Points table to calculate the final
grade for the qualification.

Recognising Prior Learning (RPL) Pass 15 0 15x0=0
Merit 45 1 45x 1 =45
Progression from level 4 HNC to level 5 HND on the QCF Distinction 15 2 15x2=30
) ) 75 credits Total Qualification 0+45+30=175
If a learner progresses from a level 4 HNC to study a level 5 HND on the QCF, credits achieved at level 4 Grade Points
can contribute to the best 75 credits of the level 5 HND grade. Qualification Grade Merit

This is sometimes referred to as “nesting” the level 4 HNC within the level 5 HND, and is built into the

Unit grade

Credits achieved at each unit grade

Grade Points

Qualification Grade

(Top 75 credits only)

per credit

Points achieved

Merit Qualification Grade (75-149 Qualification Grade Points)

Unit grade

Credits achieved at each unit grade

(Top 75 credits only)

Grade Points
per credit

Qualification Grade
Points achieved

Unit grade Credits achieved at each unit grade Grade Points Qualification Grade
BTEC HN grading system to ensure that existing learning and expertise is recognised when moving on to (Top 75 credits only) per credit Points achieved
higher level study. Pass 0 0 0x0=0
Merit 15 1 1x15=15
Distinction 60 2 60x2=120
75 credits Total Qualification 0+15+120=135
Grade Points

Qualification Grade

Merit

Distinction Qualification Grade (150 Qualification Grade Points)

To achieve a distinction, a learner must achieve all of their top-performing 75 credits at Distinction level.

Unit grade Credits achieved at each unit grade Grade Points Qualification Grade
(Top 75 credits only) per credit Points achieved
Pass 0 0 0x0=0
Merit 0 1 O0x1=0
Distinction 75 2 75 x 2 =150
75 credits Total Qualification 150
Grade Points
Qualification Grade Distinction
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New Developments

BTEC Higher Apprenticeships

Our new BTEC Higher Apprenticeships will be
available for first delivery from September 2012.

An overview of BTEC Higher Apprenticeships:

m Delivered at levels 4 and 5, the highest in the
Apprenticeship framework

® |ncludes a BTEC Higher National or a BTEC
Professional as the knowledge component

m Developed in consultation with leading industry
employers to meet their future skills needs

® Endorsed by professional industry bodies
such as the Institute of Mechanical
Engineering (ImechE), Engineering Council UK,
Society of Biology, Royal Society of Chemistry
and Royal Aeronautical Society

B Support resources available include a Delivery
Guide, Employers Guide, Learner Study Skills
Guide and training events.

BTEC Higher Apprenticeships will be available in a

range of sectors including STEM subjects, business
skills and service skills.

For more information visit
www.btecapprenticeships.com/higher
or email btecapprenticeships@pearson.com

Quality Assurance for BTEC Higher Nationals

The Quality Assurance (QA) Process

Our quality assurance (QA) system for all BTEC programmes at levels 4-7 on the QCF ensures that:

m centres have effective quality assurance processes to review programme delivery

B the outcomes of assessment are to national standards.

Our QA process provides 3 clear, robust steps to support centres in delivering top quality learning
and assessment:

Step 1: Approval Process

In order for us to guarantee consistently high standards
of delivery and assessment on a national - and
international - scale, all centres wanting to deliver a
BTEC qualification at any levels needs to become an
approved centre.

1. Experienced BTEC centres

If you are already a BTEC approved centre and have
a proven track record in delivering BTEC Higher
Nationals, you can gain approval by completing the
approval form on our BTEC Higher Nationals website
www.btec.co.uk/highernationals.

2. Becoming a BTEC centre:

www.btec.co.uk/becomeapproved

If you are delivering BTEC Higher Nationals for the

first time, we have a straightforward qualification

and centre approval process which we ask you to complete before starting delivery. This involves
the centre submitting evidence to demonstrate that they:

® have the human and physical resources required for effective delivery and assessment
® understand the implications for independent assessment and agree to abide by these

® have a robust internal assessment system supported by ‘fit for purpose’ assessment
documentation

B have a system to internally verify assessment decisions, to ensure standardised assessment
decisions are made across all assessors and sites.

Apply online today visit www.btec.co.uk/highernationals.
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Pearson will appoint Standards Verifiers (previously known as External Examiners), and give all centres

the opportunity to present evidence that their systems continue to be suitable, and are used to carry out 1. Curriculum Development & Support teams
the required assessment functions. This includes reviewing:

Step 3: Independent assessment review

Support & Training O

Step 2: Monitoring the centre’s internal systems Can | talk to someone about our centre’s individual needs?
Once a centre has successfully gained approval, we will work with you to ensure the approval criteria We offer a full range of support and training, so whatever your level of experience with BTEC at
continue to be applied consistently across all BTEC programmes. level 4 and above, we aim to provide you with the right guidance and dialogue to ensure top quality

delivery and assessment.

Our team of curriculum development managers and regional quality managers are here to
® the consistent application of policies affecting learner support your centre’s specific needs with the planning and delivery of BTEC programmes.

registrations

® appeals They can help you with:
= effective internal examination ® advice, guidance and support ® curriculum and qualification updates
= standardisation processes. ®m policy and curriculum advice and support ®m |ocal training/network opportunities.
Working with other recognised codes of practice
Where appropriate, centres may present their operational evidence within a recognised code of practice Call 0844 463 2535 to book an appointment.
(e.g. the code of practice of the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education). In such cases, Pearson ) )
may independently confirm that the procedures are operating within our quality guidelines, and will 2. Subject Advisors
confirm - or not — whether it is appropriate to continue using these systems. Our subject advisor team works closely with their colleagues developing and delivering BTEC

qualifications so they can offer immediate, reliable support for centres delivering BTEC.
Whatever’'s on your mind - a specification query, a question about assessment, programme planning

All internal assessment outcomes for BTEC qualifications at levels 4-7 on the QCF are SUbjeCt to an or guidance on resources — our Subject advisors will be happy to he[p
independent assessment review by a Pearson-appointed Standards Verifier (SV).
The Standards Verifier will: They cover a range of sectors including:
® confirm that internal assessment is to national standards and allow certification W Art and Design B Health & Social Care B Sport B Travel & Tourism
or B Business mT H Science
® make recommendations to improve the quality of assessment outcomes before certification is
released Subject advisor teams can be contacted by phone or email. To view the contact details for your
or subject, visit www.btec.co.uk/contactus.
® make recommendations about the centre’s ability to continue to be approved for the qualifications

If you're a senior manager looking for advice please visit our dedicated support pages at

iIn question. _
www.edexcel.com/smt. If you need further support email smt@pearson.com.

In the unlikely event that a centre is no longer able to quality assure programme delivery or assessment
standards, Pearson would reserve the right to withdraw either qualification or centre approval, although
these measures would only be taken if all other options had been thoroughly explored and exhausted over
a period of time.

How can | get in touch with my Subject Advisor?
Go to www.btec.co.uk/contactus to contact the subject advisor for your faculty.
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Support & Training ]

3. Ask Edexcel 5. Stay up to date

Ask Edexcel is a free online service that allows you to: In addition to working with our support and service teams, it's easy to stay up to date with new BTEC
developments for the Higher Education sector.

Search for the answers to FAQs Ask us a question specific to your centre Browse when it suits you:
Esse.n.t|atllnformat.|o'n on eyerythmg from >elect the "Ask a question” tab and: ® www.btec.co.uk/highernationals: visit our qualifications pages for BTEC Higher Nationals to
.spfeuﬁca_tlon—speuf}c queries to procedural W enter your email address find out about our latest training events, new product developments and online resources.
Information on entries or assessment.

B give us a couple of pointers so we can quickly = www.btec.co.uk/professional: browse through our range of BTEC Professional short courses,
® Keyword search: Use our easy keyword search identify the BTEC expert you need offering work-related qualifications from levels 4-7 to support career progression.

answers the most commonly asked questionsonall g type in your question [you can attach your own

aspects of BTEC and Edexcel qualifications. Be the first to know:

documents)
® Building up the answers: If you ask a question, B cend it off to us. m BTEC Bulletin: sign up to our BTEC Bulletin and stay in touch with all things BTEC, including
we track the answers and add any frequently asked . o policy and funding updates as well as the latest qualifications news.
questions to the “Search for the answers” area. We aim to respond to your query within 24 hours, . .
and we guarantee a response within 2 working Sign up today at www.edexcel.com/emailsignup.
days.

m BTEC Higher Nationals Bulletin: we're launching a new bulletin with news and views for

everyone involved in delivering BTEC in the Higher Education arena.
Find out more at www.edexcel.com/ask.
Sign up today at www.btec.co.uk/highernationals.

4. Training

We offer a National Training Programme for all centres delivering BTEC qualifications to deepen their
understanding of delivery and assessment models and to share best practice. Find out more about our
latest training programme and book a course online at www.btec.co.uk/hntraining.
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