S8 "GTANBRUOK™

WET 1L o T Orgn

I have been Maste of vessels trading to Repiblican Spain
for the past 13 months and on my lest two visite to Spain I have bee
kaster of the STANEROCK ;

The STANBROOK is g §mGll vessel of 1383 tong groes with g
length of 230 feet and a beam of B4 feet: Her speed is about 11
knots, She is of course eEgentizlly xx a CQrgo vessel and hgs only
accomodation for her crez of 2@chqnds all tola:

On the 17th %arch lest I received instructions from my
Owners to proceed im ballast to Alicqnte gnd after leaving Barseille;
the voyage to Alicante proceeded without incident except thqt ze had

not to go into Alicqnte; However with the sid of § rain squall

and some tad weather we eluded the Destroyer and entered Alicqnte at
about 6,0 pm on the 19th Rarch lagt, and made fast alongeide the Quay
in the harbour Shortly ufterwards,

- I then went ashore to report for instructions but on aegcoutnt
of the disclocation of business €Verywhere I could &et no instructions
a8 to cargo I was to take or anything else and this went on until. the
<4th March, On the 25th Karch I agaln endeavoured to find out i%uut
LY Cargo without success,

On the 26th Earch I pProceeded to kgdrid and aEcertiined from
officiels there that the cargo for my vessel was in lorries on the way
I then returned to Iy vessel &t Alicante when I received a telegram
from my Owners inforging me that unless there Wwere prospects of my §
getting cargo I was to proceed to sea forthzith,

The next day some cargo qrrived consisting of tobacco, oranges
and saffron whiech was sut on the quay: at about the same Lime skout
1000 refugees arrived at the Custom House in various forms of transport
and from all parts of the provinces of Republican Spain, and at the
Ezme time I received a request fxuyxw from the port officials to take

these refugees aboard and take them to Orgqn as they were in dire
Etraits and I was told that their passporis were in order and that they
could be put ashore inm slgeria without any difficulty:

«mongst the refugees were g lgrge number of women and young
girls and children of all &ges; even including some in arms. Owing to
the large number of refugees I was in a Quandqary as to my own position
as my instructions were not to take refugees unless they were in real
need, Hgyever after seeing the condition of the refugees I decided
from ‘a humgnitarian point of view to take them aboard as I anticipated
that they would soon be landed at Oran;

amongst the refugees were all classes of people, some of t hem
appearing very poor indeed and looking half starved and ill clad and
attired in a variety of clcthes ranging from boiler suits to 0ld and
ragged pieces of uniform and even blankets and other odd pices of cloth-
ing: The r e were alec some pecple both women and pen who appeared
very well to do and whom I assumed to be the wives and relatives of
officials, .. few of the refugees appeared to have all their zmxs worldly
posseseions with them carried in Suitcases; bags of all descriptions
Bome tied up in large handcherchiefs and g few with Suitcases;
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Shortly af terwarde the refugees commenced to come aboard in
an orderly manner and their passports were inspected by the Custom
Ufficials. I t was now abtout 9,0 pm and of course Quite dark.

««lter about 800 or SCO refugees had come xkmgxr® aboard for EnmeJ
reason or cther and while there were still many hore to come aboard |
the guards and Custom Officials on the quay appeared to lose control
at the gangway so that it becume choked with a struggling mgss of |
people, which included some of the guards and Custom Officials who |
at is time decided to join the throng of refugees; and. threw domm !
their armsé and eQuipgent and joined in the stampede to get aboard.
Seeing this sudden rush of people I was almost inclined to let down i
the gangway and get my vessel axay from the Quay, but realising
that if I did this at least Xxxx 100 people or more would be thrown-
into the water I decided from a humanitarian point of view to let
them all come aboard, &s I knew it would only be a matter of about
20 hours run to Oran when they could be discharged ashore. The
number of refugees coming abtoard made it almost impossible for
anyone to mwe on the vessel itself, 55 the hatches had been opened
ready to load the cargo and consequently the refugees could only
KE¥s about on the deck. In spite of my appeals I could not get the
refugees to go down below in the holds thereby making more room iy
although later on g few did go down thus making a little more Iroom,
but their places Were immediately filled by further people comong

on board,

Eventually at about 10,30 pm the last of the rﬁiﬁgeesﬁw _
aboard and I hqd long ago abandoned &1l hope of ever geffing any
carge on board, I should estimate that .at this time there were,
abtocut 2000 refugees aboard and I subsequently zscertained later on
that there were 1835 in all. When the refugees were all on board
it was practicully impossible to give an adequate description of 1
the scene my vessel presented, @nd the nearest approgch I can give |
is to say that she locoked like one of the Thames holidqy stegmers
on § Bank Holiday only many times worse. A troopship leaving ?
England leden with tropps was not to be compared wWith my vessel. In |
fact in all my experience ¢t sea covering some 33 years I have never
seen anything like it and I hope I never will again. Apparently
this last rush to get aboard my vessel was caused through a rudour
that the place was to be bombgrded or a large air raid; I did
however manage to keep the refugees off the navigating bridge and
I then gave ¢ rders for the maorings to be let go the gangway was _
fastened alongside as it could not be brought inside and I manoeuvrec
my vessel out of the harbour entrance and commenced the voyage to
Oran, We had only just got clear of the port when the air raid
rumour or bombardment proved to be true and within 10 minutes of
leaving the port a most terrific bombardment of the town and port
was made and the flash of the explosions could be seen Quite clearly
on. board my vessel and the shock of the exploding shells ccould almasﬁ

be felt. - : : :

However we proceeded on the voyage and during the night
some of the refugees went down below into the holds to get some
sleep but hundreds had to remain on deck and these hed to stand 3
all night as there was not even room gfor them to lie dewn. Others
were huddled arcund the base of the funnel for wgrmth and in fact
any little place where warmth could be got. The night was c¢lear
but cold @znd I think that the sufferings of these people standing on
deck all night must have been pretty bad.
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The saloon was =lgo filled 2zith refugees afall classee some of whom

were lying on the fioor &nd otners on the table; I had givnen them
pﬁrm;ealun tg go there to relieve the congestion on deck and elee-
wnere. I had alsc given up my own cabin to help some of the weaker

people and 50 also hed some of my Officers. It was turn idnig

when I ot last managed to soatch g few hours Eleep . ks ¢ 1
1 came on deck again at daylight and found tht numbers cf the \
refugees hthcome on deck, As we proceeded great difficulty zx was
experienced in keeping the vessel on an even keel, 25 whenever another i

vessel was sighted either on the port or starboyard side, lqrge numbers
of the refugees would siruggle across to thget side in order to sight
th; vessel with the result that we tock & Gisbeiet 1ist one side or the
utger. Apparently the refugees appeared to thin«k thgt every vessel
whicn hove in sight was a Frenco vessel coming to intercept them and
as large nupbers of the refugees were armed I was rather alarmed at
what might have oeccurred nad we sighted a Fr@unco vesEel. Many of
the refugees stated that if a Franco vessel did intercept them they
were prepared to sell their lives dearly. Fortunately however we neve
sighted any hostile vessels. *
is regards food I had only been able to supply the mﬁr
refugees zith some hot coifee with & 1ittle food to some of them; The
vast majority had sufficient bread etc to last them until Oran. later
on during the forenoon when practically all the refugees had come on
deck it was almost impossible to move on deck. During the course of
the day g few cases of illness were reported to me mostly fainting ete
caused by overcrowding which I was almost powerless to prevent. Indeed
it is a wonder to.me thst serious casualties hqd pot occurred before
this. The remainder of this day passed without further incident and
we arrived off Oran at about 10 pm on the 10th and moored in the Bay |
20 hours after leaving Alicante. We moored in the ouer bay but as we i
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pad no authority from the port officials to enter the port we had to
remain outside and spend another night under tad conditions.
Fortunately the weather ctill regeined fine and zhnil. t large numbers
of the refugees went down below into the holds 'the remainder had again
to remain on deck and sleep &6 best they could. These people had only
their clothes they stoood up im gnd I think their privations must have
teen territle. Again some of tne refugees Were huddled round the
funnel and some even penetrated the engine room but these bad to B
e ejected on account,of the risk that they might do damage gr injure
themselves.

S50 passed another nightypqre and at 8 oclock next morning
I noticed other Spanish wesselé in the harbour with refugees on board
put not crowded like we WeIs. I then hailed the first motor boat I
gsaw and went ashore to telephone my Agents to get permission for the
refugees to land as owing to the conditions ©n poard I considered 1t
impersztive that tney should be taken .ff the vessel mot only from the
point of viez cof comfort but also from & neglth point of view as the
sanitary arrangements were entirely inadequate for the refugees and I
feared an outbreak of disease if they were mnot soon put ashore: I
Was however given permission for my vessel to D€ prought into the port
btut nmot for the refugees to land; 1 understand the reaso b for this

wa& that the autho rities had mo plqce to put them i, v ROSENE retured
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to my vessel and pmght her into the harbour and put her alongside the f
quay btut al the refugees spent &nother night of extreme discomfort etild
huddled up together and sleeping OT lying do¥n X whereever there Wwas 1

room; . .
The next day I again went ashore and eventually managed to pake

arfanga,ents for prqctically all the women and children to be taken .
ashore to a camp and arrange,ents are in hand to have the remainder of

the refugees put ashore.
At present the vessel is &till crowded with refugees of-all

classes wno throng the sides of the vessel and barter money and goods
with people in rowing toats_ete for a 1ittle ‘food cigarettes etc.
Many of these refugcei cannot have had & XWE Wash since comtng

abtoard my vessel and some long before that;
Yours truly,
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