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This profile summarises the characteristics of the population in the Leys, as 
recorded by the 2011 Census.  The area which this covers is shown in the map 
opposite, which is a combination of Blackbird Leys and Northfield Brook wards.   
 
The Leys is an estate on the southern edge of Oxford’s boundary, to the south 
of Cowley and outside the ring road. The larger part of the Leys estate – 
Blackbird Leys - was built in the 1950s and 1960s as part of the post-war efforts 
to improve housing conditions in the city. Greater Leys which forms the 
southern part of the estate was built in the mid-1990s. 
 
In 2011 the Leys had 13,100 residents, and has been an area of relatively low 
population growth over the last decade.  30% of the Leys' residents are aged 
under 18 years, and another 31% are young adults aged 25 to 44 years.  There 
were 5,100 households living in the Leys in 2011, nearly one in five of which 
were headed by lone parents, over double the city average.  Like other areas of 
the city, the Leys has seen an increase in ethnic diversity - 33% of residents 
were from a non-White British ethnic group, compared to 18% in 2001.  The 
Leys has a notably large proportion of residents from Black ethnic groups - 12% 
of the population compared to the 5% city average.   
 
Historically the Leys was built as a social housing estate, and 50% of 
households still rent their home from the council or a housing association.  
Another third own their home, but this number has decreased over the last 
decade.  Over half of the Leys' residents have no or low qualifications, 
compared to the 22% city average.  41% of working age adults work in low skill 
routine or semi-routine occupations.   
 
Poverty and deprivation is a significant issue in the Leys.  The number of people 
claiming unemployment benefit was double the city average for the period of the 
recession, but has since begun to decline.  8% of working age people claim an 
incapacity benefit; in total 17% claim some sort of out of work benefit.  The 2010 
Indices of Deprivation placed seven of the Leys’ eight areas among the 20% 
most deprived areas in England.  The latest estimates are that 34% and 25% of 
children and older people respectively live below the poverty line.   
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Household type Ethnic group
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Country of birth Length of UK residency 
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Socio-economic class Health
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Housing tenure Housing type
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Household size Household occupancy 
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Number of cars Travel to work
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In 2011 there were 4,304 cars belonging to households in the area, 
compared to 4,194 in 2001. 
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Following the recession of 2008/09 the number of Jobseeker's Allowance 
claimants rose to 516, but by October 2013 had fallen to 304. 
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Source: Department for Work & Pensions  
JSA: Jobseeker’s Allowance; ESA/IB: Employment and Support Allowance / Incapacity Benefit 
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