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MINISTARSTVO PRIVREDE VLADE REPUBLIKE SRBIJE

Predrag Bubalo

Ministar za privredu

Predrag Bubalo

Minister of Economy

Amerika otvorila vrata za trgovinu,

Srbija za investiranje

Ukidanjem carina proizvodi iz Sl‘bl_]C dobijaju atraktivnije cene. — Povecanje izvoza
Stbije u Ameriku prvi korak, povecanje investicija iz SAD u Srbiju - slede¢i korak

vestitori otvaraju vrata za Stbiju. To je u¢inila i Ame-

rika 29. juna 2005. godine, kada je Srbiji i Crnoj Gori
odobrila trgovinske povlastice, ¢ime je zapravo dala novu
podrsku ekonomskom razvoju zemlje. Na preferencijalnoj
listi je gotovo 4650 proizvoda iz Srbije i Crne Gore koji u
Sjedinjene Ameri¢ke DrZave mogu da se uvezu bez carine.
Time su stvoreni preduslovi da trgovina izmedu Srbije i
Amerike ponovo oZivi i dobije potreban zalet.

Ovim gestom Amerika je ispunila ofekivanja koja je,
izmedu ostalih, imao i Predrag Bubalo, ministar za privredu
u vladi Republike Srbije, dugogodisnji privrednik.

Koliki zna&aj za privredu Srbije ima povratak na prefer—
encijalni reZim trgovinskim odnosima sa SAD i $ta za nju
oni konkretno znace?

— Ta odluka Amerike ima veliki ekonomski znadaj za
zemlju i treba da doprinese poboljSanju trgovinskih veza sa
SAD i poveéanju izvoza iz Stbije radi odrZavanja makroeko—
nomske stabilnosti u zemlji. Ali i pre ove odluke, iz SAD su
dosle najvece investicije u preko US Steel i Ball Corporation.
Ipak, potrebno je unaprediti trgovinu i izvoz u Ameriku, a
odluka o odobravanju trgovinskih povlastica to najdirektnije
stimuli§e. Izvoz Srbije 2004. godine bio je deset puta manji
od uvoza. Izvoz u SAD vredeo je oko 40 miliona dolara, a
uvezeno je robe u vrednosti oko 400 miliona dolara. Ovi
podaci najbolje ukazuju koliko ée biti stimulativne
trgovinske povlastice koje je dobila SCG. Isti takav bescarin—
ski uvoz u SAD mogu da koriste 144 zemlje, Sto jasno gov—
ori da je konkurencija na ameri¢kom trZistu jaka, ali uspesni
primeri svedoCe da je to dobro trZiste koje treba osvajati.

Trgovinske povlastice ¢e u svakom slucaju stimulisati tr—
govinske odnose sa Amerikom i predstavljaju veliki nap—
redak za Srbiju i njen povratak u svet, a uticade i na pov—
ratak imidZa Srbije u SAD. Naime, trgovinski odnosi iz—
medu SAD i SCG normalizovani su u decembru 2003. go—
dine, kada je naSoj zemlji vraen status takozvanih nor—
malnih trgovinskih odnosa, ranije poznat kao status naj—
povlasenije nacije u medunarodnoj trgovini. Tom merom

Srbija ima Sirom otvorena vrata za investitore. Ali, i in—

erbia’s doors are open wide to investors. However, investors

are also opening their doors to Serbia. This was also done

by the United States of America on June 29, 2005, when it
granted Serbia and Montenegro trade benefits, i.c. backed the
country’s economic development. The trade benefit program
involves 4,650 products from Serbia that can be imported to the
US duty—free. This creates conditions for renewing trade
between Serbia and America, and granting it momentum.

With this gesture America has fulfilled the expectations that
were fostered, among others, by Serbian Minister of Economy
Predrag Bubalo, who was involved in the commercial sector for
many years.

What is the significance for the Serbian economy of the rein—
stating of trade benefits in relations with the US, and what does
it concretely mean for it?

— This decision by the US has great economic significance for
the country. Even before this decision, which is to contribute to
improving trade relations and increasing Serbia’s exporting for the
purpose of macroeconomic stability, the largest investments in
the country had been from the US, through US Steel and the
Ball Corporation. However, it was necessary to improve trade and
exporting to the America — and this decision directly encourages
this. In 2004 imports were 10 times greater than exports. Exports
to the US were worth around USD 40 million, and imported
goods were worth around USD 400 million. This data best illus—
trates the extent of the encouragement of the trade benefits that
SCG has been granted. This duty—free importing system applies
to 144 nations, which clearly shows that there is great competi—
tion on the American market, but examples of success testify that
this is a good market worth fighting for.

The trade benefits will in any case stimulate trade relations
with the US and represent a great advancement for Serbia and
its return to the international scene, and this will influence the
restoration of Serbia’s image. Trade relations between the US and
SCG were normalized in December 2003, when our country was
reinstated the so—called Normal Trade Relations status, previous—
ly known as the most favored nation treatment in international
trade. This measure only equated the tariffs for goods from SCG
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roba iz SCG bila je u pogledu nivoa carine samo izjedna— | to customs duties for goods from most other countries, but now
¢ena sa robom iz najveceg broja ostalih zemalja sveta, a sa— | it is completely different.

da je sasvim drugacije. What are the prospects of the economic relations between
Kakva je perspektiva privrednih odnosa Srbije sa SAD | Serbia and the US after the reinstatement of the trade benefits?
posto su vradeni trgovinski preferencijali? — The fact that the economy is granted duty—free access to

the world’s largest market is enough of an
encouragement for people to turn
towards such a market and start working
towards exporting to America. If they
also have appropriate support from the
Serbian diaspora in the USA, then this
encouragement or arrival of many com—
panies to the American market will go
much swifter, although companies that
are owned by people that are not of
Serbian origin or are not part of the dias—
pora will certainly be interested in qual-

— Ve€ sama Cinjenica da je privredi
omoguéen  bescarinski  pristup
najveCem svetskom trZistu, dovoljan je
motiv da se ljudi okrenu takvom
trZistu 1 da poénu da rade na tome da
izvoze u Ameriku. Ako u tome budu
imali i odgovarajuu podrsku srpske
dijaspore u SAD, taj povratak ili
dolazak mnogih  kompanija na
ameriCko trZiste ié1 ée brZe, mada de
za dobre proizvode sigurno biti zain—
teresovane i kompanije €iji vlasnici

nemaju srpsko poreklo ili ne pripada— ity products.

ju dijaspori. Kako ée se najkonkretni— What will be the concrete effect of the
je odraziti novi preferencijalni reZim new system of benefits regarding costs of
na tro¥kove izvoza u SAD? exporting to the US?

— Proizvodi tih kompanija ée biti
jeftiniji na ameriCkom trZiStu i zato
¢e biti u prednosti. Ni ranije se u
SAD nije izvozila losa roba iz Srbije,
pa sigurno nece ni sada, ali sada ce
preduzeca imati uStede jer nede Setbia, so this will certainly not be the case
pladati uvoznu carinu i to ¢e im dati now, but now companies will have savings
prednost na trZiStu. Do sada je na because they will not have to pay customs
neke proizvode placana carinska stopa 4,5 ili 6,4 procenta, | duties and this will give them a market advantage. For example
na primer. Tog opterecenja viSe nema, pa ¢e cena robe biti | until now customs duties amounting to 4.5% or 6.4% were paid for
atraktivnije 1 za americke kompanije koje ¢e Zeleti da je | certain products. These duties no longer exist, so these goods will
kupe i trguju njome na ameriCkom trZistu, jer e na njoj | be more attractive both for American companies that want to pur—
imati adekvatnu zaradu. S druge strane, srpske kompanije | chase them and those that want to retail them on the American
¢e imati manje troSkove izvoza za vrednost carine. Da je | market, because they too will have adequate profits based on these
vaZio ovaj rezim uvoza u SAD, samo u prosloj godini | products. On the other hand, Serbian companies will have lower
troskovi bi bili manji za oko 250.000 dolara na ukupan | export costs, for the value of the customs duties. Had this import
izvoz u SAD. regime been in place earlier, last year alone the costs of importing

Da li ée povratak Srbije na preferencijalni reZzim sa SAD | to the US would have been lower by around USD 250,000.
uticati na poveanje opste privredne aktivnosti ne samo u Will the reinstatement of the trade benefits with the US lead
trgovini ve€ i u vraéanju imidZa Srbije kao investicione des— | to a general improvement in commercial activity not only as far

— The products of these companies will
be cheaper on the American market and
this is why they will certainly be at an
advantage. Even previously; it was not bad
goods that were imported to the US from

tinacije za Amerikance? as sales are concerned, but also in the aspect of reinstating
— Nasa Zelja nije samo da poboljSamo trgovinsku razmenu | Serbia’s image as an investment destination for Americans?
ve€ 1 ostale oblike ekonomske saradnje, poslovnog povezi- — It is our desire not only to improve trade, but also other

vanja i neposrednih ulaganja. Investiciona klima u Srbiji se | forms of economic cooperation, commercial relations and direct
znacajno popravlja. Imamo veliki potencijal, otvoreni smo za | investments. The investment climate in Serbia is improving sig—
saradnju 1 pruZzamo dobre moguénosti stranim investitorima. | nificantly. We have great potential, we are open for cooperation
To je nedavno potvrdila i Svetska banka u svom izvestaju | and offer foreign investors good possibilities.
u kojem je prvi put rangirala 155 zemalja u svetu na osnovu This was recently confirmed by the World Bank in its report,
analize kljuénih oblasti poslovne regulative i reformi. Srbija | where it ranked 155 countries. Key areas of commercial regula—
1 Crna Gora su dobile prvo mesto medu prvih 12 evropskih | tions and reforms were analyzed, and Serbia and Montenegro
reformatora u protekloj godini, pa se zemlja po tim vaZnim | was ranked first among the top 12 European reformers last year,
parametrima nasla isped Nemacke, Finske, pa ¢ak 1 Ho- | judging according to these important parameters it was ahead of
landije. Tim izveStajem je, zapravo, krunisana i odluka | Germany, Finland, even Holland. This report actually crowned
ameriCke vlade da Srbiji i Crnoj Gori odobri trgovinske | the decision of the American administration to grant SCG trade

povlastice koje treba da podrZe ekonomski razvoj. benefits, which should support economic development.

Ministarstvo privrede Republike Srbije Government of the Republic of Serbia
Kralja Milana 16, 11000 Beograd, SCG A F Ministry of Economy
tel: (011) 361-7599, (011) 268-4360 e Kralja Milana 16, 11000 Belgrade, SCG
fax: (011) 361-7640 a}] :&ﬁ tel: +381 11 361-7599, fax: +381 11 361-7640 e-mail:
e-mail: infomp@mpriv.sr.gov.yu &y infomp@mpriv.sr.gov.yu
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