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Iionorabl. Itot/art 1' . Cr:l.ff1.n 

Tod8:,. o:erta.1D pwillbMnra ano -.:Iato?:)' In<iet the law. rot ....... ll!. 
Article 106 of tb:e. ~o.,. COde ot '[1Utuy J ... tice, (Title 10, tlnlled 
litat_ Coda • 906), atat_. in ... ene.. tlur.t • pn:_ conner_II 01 -Pl
ilia in apy aet1viU .. in time of war .hall b. plmLlt..d by duth. Ala •• 
UDder Mtid. U8 of th" eo .... dati! or UipriaonlMnr for Uta are the 
DIll,. ~dblll seatenon 'Wb1eh ..,. be J.Jopo.u fon-tD. t:he trial and COIl
Ttet.1011 Dr • ptlHOI;I for pr dit_totd .atar _d ....... 1: .mu. pe>:'pett.t~ 
• bursiaJ:Y. aodoray, up., rob~ry • .,r aqra_td anon. on.. u.crtti_ 
Of eouru_rUl to adjuda- pllld.a"-ta MY hOI liIdtH by the l'r .. u...t. 
Abo, thIt .... u peDalt)' c:.-n b. adjudpd only when aped.f1cally authorize .. 
by law alMI ... ga.lAticm.. c-.... rnly. eerta.1ll ~ of .uat.u....t. an pro-
h1hlted. 

When • ,onara! court ..... rtial aUJ:'e18u jurhdic:Uon un.de'l' tha law of ... t. 
H _,. -.djudp any pu0i8hMDt pe!ld.tt.ad h, tM law of war. <:'rtain lbIita
t1.cMul 011. the diacraUon of 1I1l1t&ry trll ..... t. to djlld"" pllD18'-u 1mi1U 
tba lao of wu an pra.crn.-d 10 inte.matim.l ........ rt-. 

Thank. 10U for :rour btu.at ill tbH _t~. 
1D.fonati_ ,..,U _li.nod, h HqUlUltea. tlla 
returned. 

I trullt that thb prorld .. tlI. 
inclo8ur. to your inquiry ill 

Fn!!O'Keefa!mna 
Oraft fr'e-COo 
cP: Same 
Card 3251 52 

(Signed) Harold L, Bror.! It 

RAJ.OJ.J) L . !ROVH tI 
Lieut~t Colonel, OS 
Dclputy, Congl:Udonal 

tn'lu1ry DlvUi= 

Mr. RabiDaOll, 756-1193 

, 
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JAAJ-CC eM 290498 

Haurice Lepavsky 
Adjutant 
Jewish lrIar Veteran" 

Onl ted. States 
Roo. 2011, 116 West 
Chicago. 1111n018 

De~ Mr. Lepavaky: 

of the 

Adams Street 
60603 

9 September 1914 

This 18 1n reply to your latter concerning the court-martial 
and execution of Private Eddie Slovik. 

Your collllllftnte eoncernlnr; thill clUle are certainly underatandsble. 
War 1. alwaYs tragic In lta con3equenCea. 

One should, however, be wary of the falae clarity of hlndalght. 
When judgment WBS passed on Private Slovik, this nation wae 
engaged 1n a desperate struggle with a power which had. come 
aangarously close to enslaving ~anklnd. The lives of thoua8nds. 
both those on tbe battlefield as well lUI those 1n the infamouB 
death campe of the Third Reieh, depended upon the rapid pro
secution and termination ot the fighting. Shortly after Private 
Slovik's trial. American forces in BelgiUIII were al1ffering heavy 
casualties in the enemy onslaught which has come to be known 
as the Battle of the Bulge. 

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General transmitted the 
Board of Review's deCision in this case to General Eisenhower, 
the then Commanding General, European Theater or Operatione, 
tor hie consideration 1n determining Whether to approve and 
order the sentence executed, the tollowing points were made. 
Private Slovik bad pertor=ed no tront line duty and his conduct 



JAAJ-eC eM 290~9B 
Maurice Lepanky 

9 September 191~ 

demonstrated a deliberate intent to avoid such hazardous service 
by obtaining incarceration in a sate place . The sentence adjudged 
waa more severe than he had anticipated, but the imposition ot 
a less aevere punishment would only have accomplis)hed the accused's 
purpO$e of obtaining freedom fro~ those dangers which his comrades 
were required to face daily. 

All of the ahove factors should be re~mbered when attempting 
to understand the tragedy of Private Slovik's caee . 

I trust that this prOVides the information you deaire. 

AO; HEARRELL/pl$ f 'I~ Ii li"\ \'V\ 

Sincerely yours, 

V . H . McELROY 
Clerk ot Court 
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Ilonorabl.e Robert Ii'. Griffin 

United StBt6~ Senate 

)')ear Sen(ltor Griffin: 

TIliB iR in furth"l; reply to your hquil7 in behalf 
inquired coneernini the execution of Private Eddie 
fiar IX. 

8 July 1915 

-
wb, 

World 

Private Slovll was found Sutley of dll8<Jrtion by geJl.erAl court_rcal for 
v:1olatlan of Artiell! of liar 58. 1oIimua1 for Couru-"!4rti.al, 1928. Th .. HalUal 
ducdbe.e ueert{tm as lIbaence vi!:hour l.!>a"s ac~d by tbe inbrmtiou 
not to r..t.tITll; to avoid ha_rdoua duey! or, t<> abirle. import.nt sernee. the 
MmnIal provided furtlwr that ltDy p<U'lion subject to !d.Utary law who dG:s.eTtG 
!;iT attllllVts to desert. the serna. of the United State .. 1n ti1lo!l of ",a>: shall 
80ffer daetb or such other pU!lieh1l'lmt lUI • court......,..,rtial 1ll!IY diuct. Privata 
Slorik W1l8 not the only loldier ~"tad dunng Wor1d \fllr n. tla "lUI, how
ever, the only one who aufter~ tho extrema panalty aololy for a desertion 
"ffertJle . n:_ other individnw VOU'II AUlcuted by fidntl IIqUoild for. varlaty 
ot mult.iple &ffCllH8 • .includ:l.ns I!I!U:rdllr. Otber aO!llten~1I of fla.cutl0D wflre 
!U:COIIIpUshed by hanging. llurint Vorld War n. the follorlng eueutioM vere 
pal:!ormed for the oftanaea 1.ndie.t.ed; rap"' . 51; rap .. ..nd IllUrder, 18; 1aUTru.r, 
12; and, desatUOIl. 1. 

OUp<>!JU:i.olI of Privata SlO911o;,'II cas ... , IlVBn though a-s.naly harsh, did not 
violate _}' legal t\0T38 or pl:~ .. dur_. 'Ibis 1I8t1011 .... ena,agad in a d"8-
pe:rab!. atnossJ.a with", p<KlI!T vt.ic:h had 00IlIIl danprouall' close to cnalAv1n& 
Anl;1.n,d. Thouallnds of lives .... :no bet..ag lost on snd off tha bo.ttle.f1ll1d. 
Private Slovilr. had performed no f r on:t l..i.na duty aru'l bis conduct dBlOllSttated 
a deliberAte intent to avoid nlch haJlU'<Joua aerv1.:a b.,. obtaia1tq1; incaY<:.eYa
t100 in .. AIlfa ph,.:.. The aentan.c.e adjudgt!!d wall _ra aeVIlre tbllll he had 
""tlcl.~t8d. but iI3poa1t1.on of a lua fle17IH:e l'uniJlimmlt _uld onll' aeCll!l\pl111lt 
the ~tuaed'e purpose of oht~ng freedom fro. thoee dansere his eo~radaa 
>/ere required to face daU,.. 
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JEWISH WAR V!jiJ,I!MI"!i? OF THE UNITED STATES 

·--:~~n~;:.:~::::'" 
........ c_ 

tIOI'. .. ,.\OMAN 

h. " ...... ":-:::: "''''0-''' "" .... ....... -. "..,.,. T. _ 

............ "'::;'
IlOl. ",",n --... \nO ... ...... 

-

FAITH - ,~~ liONOR LOYALTY 

"HON", S<.PlV"~1ff1V OF ILLINOIS 
11_ ~, r _ 176 wltST AO.llMS STRatET 

CUiCAGo. IL...L... eo603 
stC!'lETAI!Y~, T;IE 

, o~~'c •. :J72.'()21S2 . ~, 
CO ..... NO .... tltle..22~" 

August 30th 1974 

Depart-ent of the ATIIIY 
Orfice or the Secretary of the At.7 
The Pantagon • 
iluh1ngton, D. C. 

Dear 51r: -

SOllIe t.iJIIe tIIo ! watched a TV KoVie called the ~EXP:CIM'ION r;p 
PRIVATE 5LOVII~. 

It WAS a shocking picture beeause here lias an Al"II3' Man whD 
did not want to "FIGHT IN A WAR" but he If&.!! lIilli.nc: to do 
anTthing eue udgned to hbo while 1n the Anoy. 

..... tIC<! u ..... ""'" But No, his CQIIII!al1ding Officer INSISTED that he gO up tront 
.... ouorrMlH'T~.,a.nd f1ght.. 

Privah Slavik did plead his case and advised the Court. Martial 
Board that his heart would not pel'IIit hi. to l"IGHT TO KILL but 
hft would do any other IllIsigm.ent was orClered for hU to do. 

The !'1nal sentan<:1!1 was approved bJ' the b1ghe$t .uthorlty - neath 
By a firing Squad. 

Was this Cour t martial ever renewed by the President or the 
United St.atae or the Department or the ATIIY fw 3cme other 
assigllllent. of duty. WHY DID lIE HAVE TO II'<' SHOT BY " FI!UI(I 
SQUAD. 

or eollrse the Soldier 18 dead now but what "u the Cine! record 
of thl.e DAMIIABLE ACT . 

YOllr Idnd repq would be gre&tl:7 'Wreci.ted. 

SEVENTY' NINE YEARS OF" SE RVICE TO THE VETERAN 

"'TO ENCOURAGE mE ~ OF UNIVEIl8A1 UBERTY, (DUAl. IUGHl'S. AHO fUU JUSTICE 10 All "EN" 

, 
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Milhorn one 
in over a cenrury-paJd rhe fuH price_ Why Eddie I , 

who flnaUy had something gomg fO( him? For 30 years no 
mOhOll pICture dared leU his slory. Now the World Premiere 
01 one thaI does. Powerfully, r~~c IS 

J 

t 



f 
. .

 

" r a " ~ 9 <
 " <
 ~ Z
 
~
 

a " ~ 

I 
~ z Z

 • Z " C
 Z
 • -e ~ il , 

e:
~~

l 
j:!:

 .
...

 :
; 
~ 

i
~
"
i
 

<
'"

E
o

,"
 

g 
.... 

:0
 

·
0

"
<

"
"
 

go
? 

'3
'0

 
. 

.-
0 

n 
• 

l
- p 0 - -, 0 ; ~ 

(
, 

, 
/ 

- , 
\ 

I 

~
,\ 

\ 

:
~
~
 

I 

• 
• 



r 

I 

I 

( 

J 

-

JMJ CC 
~tr .......... 1_a'd I. T_ 

All or tlI • • _ fKton Mould b. i 'and ....... 8ltelllptiea to ."'r-
et..oA ctt._ t .. q,iMIJ of PrlnU SlnU.'. ~ •• 
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JAAJ-CC 

Hr. &ad ~In. Leonard I. TlI.uh 
Wl.Ol Cliff Dd.va 
IhmtinstDII BaaclI. CaUfat'llia 

Ollar Hr. and Hra. Taub, 

1 Aull"8t 1974 

~2646 

TIde ia in reply to your lattar of 23 July 19H, ddreaaed. to the 
Secrata>;)' of tha Anv'. conut'lliq ch .. court-martial sad e.cution af 
Prl"ate 5ddie D. Slank. 

Your ~nU eODc.t'llin& tbi..l Cua ar. certainly uncilontsad .. bo. War 
1a alaaya trape 1ft it:. conaeqUllueea. 

aua 8bould, hewa""'r, be wary of the taJ.o,e cl.arit)l' of h1.Jt.s.f.abt. Uhen 
jud~t vu p.aed O!I Priv.ee Slovik, tbt. natiou v .. anla.d in • 
deaperu" atrllaale vith • power whim hed co. dan .. ro .... l' cl.oaa to 
aruolav1 ... IHDkind. IIla 11_ of thouunda, both th .. e 011. the battlafiald 
u wall u tho.o ill. tha iaf.ao .. death eampa of the Third Reich, depomdad 
Dpga the rapid proa .. c:ution and term.natJ.on of tha fJ.aht1.na. Shortly aftat 
Privat" Slovik'. trial, A..r1etul forcaa 1n .8al&i1llll wara .uUarinl bu.vy 
cuual.tl .. lu th" .u1lY OtUIlAusht ",hlch tlu coaa to be Itnawa .. the 
BattI.e of the Bulge. 

Wbeo. tha AnIy Aui..ltaat Jud(pl Advocata C.".tal. tr __ l.ttad the Soard of 
Ravi_'. d&cbiou in thie cu. to Canaral EiAarahewn:. the tb"" Cc>_dUls 
o.uaral. Europa_ IIleater of OparatioDa. for tlb coDaiUration 111. detoor
llinin& .mather to .ppro- and or.s.r tha ._une:. a:acuud, the folloviD& 
po1.Dte w,,~..... PD,,,ac. Slov1k bad parfomad DO front U_ duty and 
hh condu.c:t da_tratcod • dalibarau intaut to avoid aodr. huardo .. 
saM'" by obtain1q illcaroar&eill.n ill. a aata placa. IIla a ... tanc.a adjud.d 
...... mon alNtlH tho ba had .atic1pated. but. th. illp0ll1tian of a lu, 
a.,..H puaiah_lIt would onJ.y h.va &e:Coapliahed tha aceuaad'a purpo.a 
of ohtainina fra.d_ tr:0III til ... If_san which Ilia CODn:I", wer" required 
to faea dally. 
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~I~:,il 
IlA.J1\- lA 
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Mr , Br i nn Taylor 

DEPAHTMENT OF THE ARM ' 
OFF,ce OF T ltE Ju DG C """vOCATE .. CNER .... 

W"G' UNCTON.O.C. I ...... 

577 I,' Ula r d Avenue 
Bralol }"")'. Co li hrnlll ')2221 

Dear NT. ToylDr : 

21 J UDe 19'4 

On bchil lf DC Pr es l do"t I\l -.'" , I "III replying to your let t er of 11 June 
1971< Tilgardi.ng t he ceourt- .'(tiDl and execution of Priva te Eddie D. 
Slovik and tho. trial and Co <'cutin" o f CC!n IlTn. I Tomoyuki Yamash l te . 

I .hou l e! U rGt c!tlpl"'~h .. II ,t tho reievis l '>n pr oduc tions de pi cting thn 
cO l,lr t-... r t 1al and p''''cu t i< of Private S1ov1k and the t rial of Cenerst 
Yalll/l shH II , respec t ively . , re , a l thoug,h quite dr . ..... tic and provocative, 
l ess t h.cm c:cmplcte in lh' IT rrc~'mta tlon of . U the .c:ir CWII!It anc:eB IUT 
r ound i ng . and a ll t l," avid '''CB adduced at , ehe t rial' in bot;' inlt l ne. I , 
Moreover, I th i nk it "8(~ 10 ~~y tho t the cha racterization of the per 
aonalit ies ot the a etua l p TSOnS por t rayed in bo t h productions ~aS done 
fDQro wi t h a v iew t Q\,>nrd elj -irine a s ympothettc: response frOll! t he vinwu 
t hlll\ " ith " vir." t~ard l""-tnlyal of the trun peuena llt i e s ood conduc:t 
of these pr.rsons , 

lnc1ou,d afC fact a1 ~ota the cOl1rt ......... rrial .. nd execut i on o f Pr i vate 
S l ov ik and on t he trl~l ~.J exc:cut i on oe Genora l Toaoyuki Yamalh i ta , 
Which I th ink will on5\l01 ). Llr questions concerning both o f these 
CalO R. 

I hope that th is i nfortl>llti<>n wi ll be useful to you , 

l nd osures: 
Aa s ta ted 

Sincere ly , 

S, PRUGH 
Genera I, USA 
dse Advocate General 

• 
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CXlURT-M.\RTlU MlD EXECUTIO:I OF rRivAT£ EDDIE D. SLOVlK 

Pdvr.tc Slp'lik "':IS eonvieted by " G('neral Cout't-:!.:Irti<ll. for a~$<!"tir:i> 
1I:I.!L\:'lclf wJ\"hout !,,",oper leave fro" his oq;:m1zution t o av01d h.u;lrdous cuty 
end to shirk. lepor[;!nr Bcrvice, th:!.: is, lIce!?n a:;ainst the cnc:.y . He .... as 
ccm:cnccJ toQ be shot to dc.'\th w1th ::;).skctry. .\lchouCh there ,:ere other. 

, (l..'Cccutjon~ d\.rin:; I:;:,~}:I \1.1"( II, i'riVlltl!. Slov1l, "'liS the only individual 
executed ~or desertion . , • 

."'hen judUY'lt "'''S passed on Private Slov:!.;;, this 1'..:I.t10n \;<lS engagcc!.. 
in ;In all-out ,,:11: with 11 power "hich was dedicJ.tcd to enslaving the , .. orl<!. 

" The live!! of thol! ~ands . both thot;(!. on tbe battlefield liS well as thos e in 
the 1n(,o:,,,,'1;,5 prist.;l,s of lll!~ Thi~d &ele:'. <lcpcndcd upon the rapid prosc"'ku
tion amI r"lmr.;::ton of thc £1gl':ttn;;. S!>Qrcly after Pciv;1te Slovik's 
tl:ia l , {o:;"c!!:; In !:"lsium beca=c (::3",&,,,1 in "'hac bcca;::e knD".nI as cha '!lat tle 
of the &u1:;!!, llc;JVY Americ.an ca,;ual t ie!!; were boinS sustained .. -hile the 
l:ecord of triill \~ .. s uneer re\·ie ... ·; indeed th:;,. success ',of the Allied c:l::"al&" 
v.;:s unccrt.:;in ::t the citle, This uneoubtcely-. had an (!ffec t on t he off ici ... 1s 
.vho l·cvic:."d t1", sectem:e o·f· one who roCulOed to fisht in the facc o! the 
cn=y . 

.. Tho r.pecific rcaSOM fo r lIpprov<.tl u( the sentence for Priva te Slovik 
arc t1vcn ~n th" attached indorseu!nt ~jl::led on 6 .J.:muary 1945 I<hen che 
J\J:~ Ai::"<l:;~:,nt JurlCe Advocate Gf'neral tr::m:mttcd the Iloard of Revi~w's 
deci llion III this caso to Genera! <::isc:lh.-,"cr , who ",as then thc CO:-'::.lndin& 
Cc n<'!nl oC rilo i:uropC.ln Theatct or Oper;::ticr:s, ior hit: cOnllider;1tion. T!le 
rovl.<:\I end tlu! su~:;cquent ;"!Pl'roval of the sentencc .. ·cre ;;.llde in full reco;;
Ditton C\.:'l Pdy:,tc Slovik ,,"ou}d be the fi r st t .. "lcrie;"!n soldier t o be 

: Cl:!,cu tC<l (or dC!lcrtion ::inec t hc CJ.vil ::ar • 
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" ht lad. 

I'f~ DepU't::.ent , !!:':.ncl! Offiee of The JI.U!e;e .ld"Oeflt.c G<ln"r:!.l. \fit.."- thG 
ilIropean 'i'hc:.~er or C~r~:.ior.s . 6 J~~! l~~S :'0: C=--.u;iir..t; 
~'1enl, E\:..-ope"-., 7ne:;.t.er of Opcr3.t.1o::~, ;:ro <.;tT, u. s . 1.r.:;.I . 

, 
1; 111 the e;a.~e or P::ivate <:J:lE D. S!D'JIX (J6S;!!.15). C" ' :::-'-R,J' 

o, .. l09t.il L'l!',:,...,t,..-.... at~e:l:!.~n 1,. l:;nt~l ~ t r.e :·~re:;::.:....,· i:~l" .-... ; 1:.1 :.!_ • 
.&»r4 or ?e·.-i~ .. t..~at :.he Ne~r:! of t:-l:.!. !.~ lei::..ll7 ~1l!·:lc.ie~·_ tJ :;r~~;<;~ 

U.a ""nt"" .. ", rhie!l h<>l::!.:;; is l".er~",. ";';::-0,',,:1. r::"e~ '_~e F~'t:isi""", 
of ~Uele of;;;l.I'" 50~ . ~"u nD1I'I:;o>,., o.utl".:>:-it;r t.;I orae:- ""'''ellt!. .. ;) o! ~I 
acnUllCO. • • • 

.2. ru, is tho !L~~t ceat..'t se"te;'."e for <!~~erU"n ,-::.1"'1 ),~, rut~~: 
. ~ l"or e=irlaUon. It is j'o-ob;:l:llS tl:e !'1r zt. c! t.!I" ki"j b L'~ k;,,'!:,.-. ... 

Ar::l:I for over e~"~:; Y";::3, ~ t.';ere .~re none !n :7orld ~:ill' 1. In t~.!.~ ,; 
~se. the e:<t;,e:-.!'I poe::;;,!.'-, or cc ...... 'l .. ~;'e1!"s t:3.rr.r.t~. ::'l1, .,lc!h:- t:..! ... ~ 
perro~:t n:> r,.~nt. ll!".~ c:.\l~7 ' ::e die! ,..~t !.m .•. :1 to . ., "~, .. rle~ !.;:. :.:. , 
UOIlP or titt-cen r.!lC:::l a::~ut t.O .!.:.!.~ -:"':.e .!.:::'.:.::t.r:;- C~~"'J" .!.:> '.;;''':'¢.'l !;~) : 
been t.s~iU.l!e! . l!.!., E""""~eq.tent. c=m:et. e":;r::"~ .. deli=e,.::~ ~:.., t.O =:~_: .... 
tri.J. end 1r.~cera~tl:l !II a sa te p!.tee . Tte ce~tenee edj\!~:ed. ,.,3. ::~:"'I 
zeyere t..'l~, he I:(I.C\ :t..-:tieiF'- ; .... , :\!t. t..':." U:posit.ion of· " le~! '~\.,.~e 
lent.ence =ld :ml~ hO:'le olecx:;>l1.!:~d t.!:e aC<:\l~<;<\ I, pUrpose ¢! :lec"~!~' ': 
hia incarcere. ~1¢r. :.ro<i "o,~~;:~.::~ !,.e .. :e", f:--.:; -:...~.a lb.'": .:e:-s "* \~!; :;, =~;; 
oJ our .. :r=e:i :g :-~ es a:-e :-e:;-'.ired. to :;;.ee -:I.u:.'. !'.1~ ",","f"vo,. .. ~l .. .o,i,,!:: :.' 
N;eord 1r.::ic .. te~ tJ-.at. l:o! is root 3. .0:-_':), :;ut';ed. of cle::!!:t7 • 

, . ':ihen copies o! t.l":e pIlbli~heo. oro!r a:-e for-mu·d.d .to thi e 0!t1~., 
t;.hey :J::?l'ld be .. cco.~I\:".i~ b,' 't..':: r"re;o1r..,:: ,",::>1:;1;:;, t.t-is :: ,"r5e::~::~ ;; : 
t he r :eor.:! of tri.al. ~hic."'\ 1~ del ~·.·ered t.o ;'(I"J ~.e::-e:r..t!l. ~'i'~ rile r. , ,''
of tho N;coro 1:l. thb orfice !.3 c:.: :::"J 55.55 . ?o!" c'",ve:li~,.,.- or r~~-:" ,' , 
ple;:;e ,ace t.':at. m:=.::.er in !:r ae!<et, .. t tl:o e:ld of tj;" o:rCcr; (c:.::::-:. 
m5 ). 

4 . Sbould tl':e sentence tea ir.;.o"ed by 'the e:: •• n·t a..,d c'ln!'i,..,,-.~ t·:; 
)'0\1 be c::rried into "x~eut!.o!: , 1~ i~ ~e;\!es~ u-_:. .. ::'u1.1 co~:; of :.; .• 
nI'OCCedinC' be !o",,:.n:Ied to tid, o:'!1ce in o:-t!cr tt-:::.t its fHu '::"7 .. ~ 
eonplctc. 

, 
E, C. ~!at. 

fu-iC"d1el' O:::c'lcr::1, lnlted '::;~~t~ 3 :.=.', 
~1"4.-:t J>.:d:!c ';";·,o.c.:.te t=c,..:.L 

.. ' , 5, :,; 1 .. nel : 
Record oC 7"r!~ 

( !;.onl.l!n:o oro~r::d OX~ ;\lted. CiC!:) 'n, ~, 2) J.)n 194.5J 
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FACT SHEET : COt."RT-:!t\RTlAL OF GC::ERAL ro:~OYU«I YlI}:ASI!I1A 

General Toaoyuld Yacashitll served :IS the ~nding General- 0 th, 1', ',''1"
t eenth Arp.y ctoop of the l~!,crinl Ja?anese Ar.:>y in the rhtH ~r.e ~ . lanes 
f rOQ 9 October 1944 until Ms surr"-ncier on 3 Seprcm>cr 1945. r.,.'rin~ this 
pedod, hI! \/;)8 both the eo=:m:!cr of all J3pancsI! forces 1n rhll PI, Uppinc.s 
jUld. the !!il1t3I')' Governor of the Philippines. Upon hiG Gun !cr, 
be=e II prtsoner of \lo.r . 

On 2.5 :ep t l':!"'..hcr 1945, Cenl'_ral y"",:t:;hita ""S charl\ed with'" v" .. lat',,, of, 
the law of war spccHyinC [h31: hI! "unl<rJfully dlsrcgtl.rc(!d .. , fn1l d to. 
d1schar ge his duty to control the operations of the 1:lpl::<>err. v his .-, =:,nd , 
permitting the'" to coarnt brut .. l .. tretities lind other high ce. :'1es .. ': .. " 
On 8 Oaober 19~5, he 1135 hdd for Cdal heroto :l mHt[l~y Cl>: ...iss i."" of 
five Amy officers llppoin~cd by Ge.:e!"a1 Styer, Ctr..:.anding (;, ",1 c.: ,the 
U. S , Army forces , \lestern Pacific. The order alao appointed '"1x; ";t 
officers all l;lW}'erl, as <lefense counsel. All II result of :. ." t10:1 .. lee 
b y the Defellse durin.: the accused's arrdg=ent, the prosecu:!cn s" "itte" 
a Bill of Particulars containin; £4 specificllt1o~ an~ lat~r a Su, _~~ntal 
lIill of Particulars COllt",111111g an .mditional 59 &pec1ficat1o:-.,. " ~o 
s pecifica t ions ",ere prefaced by s tllte:::ents tha t troop:! " un ler 'he C "'='>nd 
of the Accused c<X::Iitted the fo11C1/1ng •• . n and ",ere pen:l'n"d to 'c=1t 
the fol1C',;ing .. cr1l:c6 during the period of General Yoll'> ,:lll.1t .. '· 
COEIlI3'::nd • 

Trial co=:enced on 6 October 1!1I;5, and concluded on 7 DecCll'b"r 194 after 
hearing 266 \;itneasea and receiving 423 docur..ents in .)Vidc!Uc nl<' vi
dence subs t antially supported the CD::'.r.U.s$ion of the atrocH1~ all, ·d 1n 
mos t of t hl! 123 specificllrion, of particulars. There '.'ot9 ''.".;:-<"'0'" la t 
s OCIe of the offenses occurrcd in the 1=ed13te vicinity .,r r -"'I31 
Yam3shita ' s heooqu:lrter" 3nd testimony ind1c.u1n& d1rect 1:" 'ledr,,,- '" the 
part of General ':'3!:'.lIsh1ta that the "'3I cr1::1e5 ':ere being c~.' . ,tl!d. There 
was tCStillOny that cer~a1n offenses tef1ected oCfichl I-'oli,:-,. Cc. '31 
T ....... shits · s st .. cr judge lldvoca te. Colone111ideo Nishih::fU, t:stiHed that 
he adVised Ceneral Y""ashlr3 th3t a large'nu::ilier of &\I"rri'·s ~usl"':: 
were i n custody. th3t there \,/as insufficient t:ir-.e [0 Siv<, t: . pro. 
trials . and th3t rhe i(ee.pei Tai '';:auld punish thosc ... ho "'er" '0 b" 
punislted . " }:0O'J1n3 that t hls tlCant th3t the &u<'r1;"111.", "·01'1: c'e le. 'outed 
\/i thout tri:t.l General Y3:l~.-;htt3 nodded :In 3pparCn[ ar;>rovai. (Tr' ~l 
Reeord , U. S. v. T~"'ov"kl i<,,,a~hlt3 , .. t 3762 , '3763 , )S14, ~ l·'). r;, ,rai 
YII!!I<!6hita sub,;c~queutly iS~\1cll n uritten c.der to, rhe l:cr,'rei Toti u,,:t 
r Mpons i ble for the r>:ecurions co::,,"cndinc the;, for their "[Jue "or~." 
(Tr. 90S, 5(\6, 3763). 
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The Co.=11<slon fo.:nd Cener31 YJ."l3!lhita guilty on 7 Dcc"",bcr 1945. Ins tead 
of <>Illy ,-, nde~': .. , a verdict of £,uilt)' 0'1" not guilty, the members of the 
Co"""is ~i<.,, (no,,- of who::! were Inwyers) issued a written opinion. The 
CQltCI"!ssiOn rejected a st .. ndud of strict co=nd liability for the action 
of subortljnllt~s, s~"ting th3t it \Jas absurd "to consider a cOI"..::mnder a 
lmJrderc' or r"~'"t because one oi his soldiers cO'"..lllIits II !:Iurder or a rape." 
(Tr. 4059-1,063). It found, ho-">,,ver, that the cri::!!!s cOtllD.itted were "so 
ClI:tens1\'c, "jd~<;,'reod, both as to (1",,, and area, that thcy '!",ust h:lVe been 
vUlfully port:1 _I.'d by the Accused, or secretly o1'dered by the Accused," 
which WL'" n vi,-' "cion of t!le custo::lary intern"tion.:.l law of war. The 
CQT1lIJiBsjOll'S d"'-cion coocluded that the series of atroci t ies c=itted, 
by troop'" "n<le ~'leral Ya=shita 's c=and were "not sporadic in nature 
but in OJ.,;" ca: :I IIcre =thodically supervised by Japanese officers ' , ," 
8nd th'H the A,. c ,"cd "["iled to provide effective contTol." ul1dcr the 
drcul:l~t"_1ttcs. .c Cc-ccUssion found General 'Y<I.':Iashita' s . contention that 
he b,ew nothill .. ,-_ th!! criminal acts impossible to believe given the 
cvidancc. .. ~duc,-d Jt tI.tal. .' 

• 
Durin!: llH' tli j. the D"fense brought forth no evidence of any coo:'l:md 
a"tioll ro rre'" atrocities , nor lias there any evidence of any personal 
i ntcr\"ent.T.on 'M to.e part of the c=<ladeI to requi r e adherence to the 
k'" of ..... :l~. nO( '5 'th"l'e any !>howing that the processes of Japaaese 
I"lilitaIy j":;tic' ,,,-Ie i,>Yoked to punish any perpetrators of war crit:les . 

GenHn1 ~',,<'".\rtb 't conflra';-d the findings of the Ccr..l:lission, basing his 
confimstivn ,,; the .,·ovice of a board which reviewed the records of 
t rial, r<:j"-cti' .he .:c,,,'sed's profession of t&norance as incredible. 
The loofl.r.l conch,~~d thot Y.1.":I<lshita both knew of t he offenses and ;'as in 
c""""",nic:otion ~ his troops. An excerpt troc the board ' s opinion is 
attach{'d. 

/,feel tit,. com' ion, the Supr~e Court of the Philippines denied General 
Yll:llashit.,'s p~. ion fo( habeas corpus, The caSe was subsequent ly algued 
in the U. S . 5,- .. me CmJrt , "hich denied the petitions for writs of habeas 
eorpu$ r.nd pr"!'~!'it.lon. (327 U. 5 .1 (1945» . 

Tllo S"pr('", e Co",·t "ddressed three issues : (1) the jur isdiction of " 
ru.lit~r'y c.,,-:.ni ~,,,n crJCr the accused; (2) whether there lias a failure to 
s tate 1<=' offen< .lr;ninar the laW' of war ; and 0) IIhether the pr oceedings 
before t;,e co:- •. ion "..,re legal , 

On the ;Io;~ue 0: ~he c=.:"'isSion ' s jurisdic t ion, t he Court, speaking through 
Chid J~~tice :.'- ~e , c"nclud"<l that " the order creating the CO:::::1s510n for 
the. uj", of ~'ct.1 :toner '.""s authori zed by ",111tary cOC:land. and ~'aS in 
co::plete con£o,' t, to the Act of Con!:ress sanctioning the creat ion of 
such tr:b'J11:1b 1 thl': tria l of offenses agains t the 1:Iw of War c=itted 
by enclf.Y eX-!>: ',,: .. ," (32 7 U. S, 1, lit 11). ' 

, 



J 

., 

On the issue. of ... hether the cr:l"C! ..nth which Ccne.ul Ya::ashita loIas chargee 
w(>s,,,n o{{ense under the 101 ... 01 of ,,'ar, ~he Court cited reIllv;!nt porel<Hul 
of Ihe !lIlC"!! and Genev", Conventions "n<! concluded tha t "These provisions 
plai'nl)' 1:,posed on petitioner ... an ofHno.:lcive duty to t nke such 
_asurell as were \lith!n his pO'.:"r ~nd appropdntc In the circu:osrances to 
protect prisoners of \I~r and the c1'11lian population" (at 16). A. 1:'Cn
cloned above, no evidence ""11 Innodu,,!!d to indlc3tc that Ceneral 'ta.cashita 
l ook any ~~asures to prevent the atrocities. 

, 
On tho procedure issue, Y~s!Oita ' s l;n;ycrs nrgucd th,,[ depositions and 
l1 cllrlll.y ... crc il:>propcrly intrO<iuced. The Coort 1n rcje"tlng th18 argu:::cnt 
found that SOC<'! of the procedural Ti~;,ts g ... nuted by Congress for c:our t
OIartial (;.ll1I<!S ,",cre not "appl1c.,ble to the trial of an ellCllly cOlCblltllnt by 
a m1l1tnry c()lll'!'.ission for violation or the 1au of war" (at 19). The Court 
also rej eetC!d t·he Aecu,,;ed ' s eontcntic" that Beveral provISion, of the 
1929 Geneva Convention "ere v.101ntu. The Court found thllt the provlsl"ons 
dted by ~he Defense did not apply in cases involving violatioN' of choi 
lOll of wor committed whUe II cc",bat:lnr. The Court concluded by sayil'lll 
tlUlt it could not find th"t the coco1i .. sion "vioillted IIny act of COn&ti,ss, 
treaty or 1:Ii11tary c~ ,nd defininG lhe cOl:! Lillsion ' 5 authority" (at 23) . . . , 
Tho ease .. as &ubseq"en~ly returned to the nUitary for final disposition 
on 4 February 19 .. 6 , On 7 february 19~6 . General ~glas MacArthur approved 
the find ing and sentence of the coctni sian. Ceneral Ya:.ashit ..... s h"n&ed 
on 2J f~brullry 1946 . 

The Yom411hi ta case wns the first major wnr crl~ trial completed by the 
/lUie$ Dfter \Iorld War II and its ]>:.-t>~edural IItDnd1l,'ds bec;w.e a precedent 
for the !iuernberl'l Tribun31a. The evidcnce considered by the COI" ..... bston 
"08 clearly $u!ficient as a =tter 0: 1:1''' to pen:lit the findt:!r of fllct to 
rt:!lIch II Undin!: of gUilty 1.$ to the Cl,;uge IJnd IMny of the speeiHtatlo::s 
under the B11l oi Particular$. The procedur~' applied vere COn$lstent 
... ith th ... ID'JS "Pl'lic;tble to mlicar}' l:.-tbunn.h and .nth the internationd 
l~ $tllndards of 1945. 

, . , 
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tNCLOSURE: GCf\crlll 11(>~dq""rtcn , Uniled States Army t'orces , Pncific 
OHlce or lhe The.ltr'! Ju<!;:c A<./vocatc. Revj"" (If lhe R"rord of Trial 
by 1\ ~!t llt,,~v f~' ,j" if" "r :"'."" . .1,\ Yeo' " •• ,hit~ . Cc,~r.·, I, "':.".,,' ,<Ii 
J lIcant'se k""v, 2b D."c~",l>"r 1'J4~ . 

.. • 

The only rcal question in the case conce "ns 
accu !;cd ' s rcs::O:l,:ibilitv !:"or t::c i1.trocitics ,;ho',/n to 
have been cO!:':;itLC:::' bv ;crtbc~s of his cor.c:tlll,d. U: -1:\ 
this iszuc a ca::C!f:ul !-oacling of illl Lhe cvhlcncc 
i mpel s the CO!lc) u!:io:\ th.lt it_d(!.,~~n5t.r"tcs. Lhis l' ;ron 
b ility. L'1 the ~.trst pIece the ,,!..::.-ocitics v('rc 
numerous, involved so 1nny !'COple, <lnc \.;nrc so II ",,
spread that acct1!,>"d I 5 professed ignoJ:ilncc i~) incr ·cibl 
Then, '1;00, thoir r:'l:mner o!: co=is~ion rcvcal~ a 
stri):iTl<] sj;~il.::ri::.y 0:: pattern throU<,;;lc.,ut , ,_, I' :::i!Tl~' 

instam:e:. the::c ',:'S cvirl:mce of pl'ear.?:";cngec 1'1"\:1:' :1.g 
of the sites o[ th.:! e~ccutioTls, ;.lr..o,:t uni~')l:r. :' ,::~e 
atrocil;iec I;ere cC::l."itl:ec uncer the s1.,::,ervi!:ion ... f 
officers or non cQ::\!'.u.csio:1Qd officers and ill seve .,1 
inct"nee:; ther e "'/."15 direct proof of :;(;ate::lents by 
th e Jllpnne se ?lrticipants tha L they \,'cre neUng 
pursuant to order:; c~ hig:ler authori:-irs, in a i. w 
c ase::; Ya=shita hi=el:: iJeing ncntioned as thc 
sourcc of the orc1<;!r . There WI\ S .. 150 n sinilarit::, 
o f m(.:{·hod ill CO ::CI:: involvlnS' prisone.l'>' of Vi'!:: ll1l.' 
civilian internl'cs . All this l eads to the i:l{'v:c:.!.lle 
conclusion that t:'c atrocities '.Iere not the !:r..o~",·'·':'c 
acts of ::;oldiers Ol.:t 0= control but ~:,'re c"r.:::.i.c:i .:;.:t 
pursuant to 11 delibera tc plan of nClS!; extcl""': nat 1('1\ 

which rnll!;:t h<lve (:[.l:lnatcd f ro;;) higl,cr <!uthor:U_y O!. a t 
at lea st h.:tc. its .:Ipprov,'ll. Evicence in the for;. of 
captured diaric~ and docCJac:1t~ .llso imlicat(:; t:l· 
the <:~ecu t j.o:1S o[ civilian::;' Hcre orci::rcJ h~' hig:, • 
cor.-.rn:md .. ,. Especially note~!ort~y ~{'.; .1n o!:der (j-

t he KobaY.:l:>hi Grotl;",. com::-_'1llded by .:'1ccuscd Lhrou",,: 
General YO:;Oy.lr.'~ , 'rhis ordcl' \·:'l.fo fO\l;ld in th" ;':1"i1.:'1 
area tll1(l dirccl..~d Lhat all peo,)lc 0:1 ti:c battle' .ld 
i n and ilrOtlm; :·i',nilil, exccpt J":".'If'!· :md "7 ,:::i , 
construc ti on u:lit!.;, b~ put to dc,,':ll. This ·.rou: 
\~a s cOt::'l',."! nG c(\ by <l r.\.ljO~· gcncri\l '!lld the SOUl"CO ,,~ 

th e oruer :'h('re ~or c co::\e:; hig~\ in :'h·, chain 0::
ccr.l-'1nd, close to the llc',u'led .:, .. cl _ !:'rt th 

-



l 

, .. ' ' ... 

. . 

• 

. . . , . 

\'l i .!C'spr(!1"ld Ch;;!rilCL, of ~);c atroci ties as above 
outlineu, the or-Jc!" .,«s: of their execution and t.'1e 

" pJ:o~f th,l(; they ':.'1 .:0:10:' Dursuant to o!"ec!"s, the. 
c onclusion is illev ,Ie ~".:lt the eccuscd knc· .... a!>out 
t heta and cHher g .... v 1i$ ~~cit .l??!"ov.ll to ti:.C;:I or 

.at leu:; t Zi"\ih:c1 to (:() :ln~·t!\ing either to p::::event t.;e::! 
01.' to p-.llli[>11 their rpe' :ltors . Accused hi!rscl: 
ml:nit,t(.(1 tll.lt he or ::::.':o:! .~ su?pression 0 :::: ·~o??ing 
t\p~ of S\lcrrill;:>$ a tho he took no ste?s to g~a::::c 
Il~!ilinst .IIIY C':CCG::C.n execlltion of this o::::c:!.o:::: . 
Olle eilnw)t )JC 1l:"~iT, ll' the [.lct that accused , an 
cl'pcri"nccd oU.'ic:e;'", .n 'J 'ing stich an order must. 
h ;IW! b~.",) W .. :.1re of th da_ ',~rs involved \.-nC:1 such i:1-
stl'\Icl;!.(;;:. 1::}tC coe ie, ,il tc' troops t~e type of 
the Jai~~n';(·. 

Thele I,';;!S f;Of'2 ,lCl~<.! 

cormcct ncc\\,<;~u C'l,'l' f.lorr, 
o r so:r,:: or u", ,11 ;:0, . ',ie' . 
eoloTlc) ,:i~:;ihnll; ".1,1 
n tllAb'cr or 'Ju::.rrlll"':':1 ~lt c 
to try UK'.) i:nd :;".' ,J . n:l 
those .\11,,) 11::1'" t.o L rUI1':' 

911crrLU;w t.l~1.lS to J' 
mcrel}- ll':lddc.! in <~:'. 
in si5t.G that he b~ 
and as~.; gns ;::5 the 1, 
COfOlplctc bn':;::':('O\'~l~ 

t o the !'l'Iifl and OV 
f. O):CCf~ "I\d ~'O lij '; 
f or tit.:! (;('f~:~~0 o~ 

C" 

no::.1 

r tIl' 
. pol,· 
..>lc~ 

h i!; t1'00,)" \':c~'e air). "a:-: 
l cavill) tIm inf"."H· .~ t:' 
the 1'lt)~o,::iticl, eve n ), ,d 

:' _~s oIl 
-- it·, 

h.:: 
1'.1:: 

:;c ': 
tc~ 

in the record tenning to 
irectly · .... ith the cO::' . .'ni6sion 
ilis Q· .... n Staff Juc.ge A:::';oc:::;~, 
I:h::.:; there V3S a large 

tody ,!r.d not sufficic:lt ti::-.e 
ile K,~?ci Tai ·would ?\In:'s~ 
'd n

• To hhi s pro;:ositio:'l t:-.;;!::' 

,:,d \ .. itnout trial accuscd 
:>proval. ... Accused s t oc.::l:· 
'1 of ;,ny of ::'ho at::::ocities 
)r his -lack of kncr ... ledc;e ::~e 

. .)I1'_'llunications i;Jcic.ent 
;HJ advance of the ;,mcrican 
p::::eoc':a?ation \dth ?le:lS 
'??i:-.cs . i!c s tates that 
1 an~ ou t of control, 
ha c,JUld not have p :::: cvcnted 
,;no\~n of the::l . ;"lith 

'Ul lhat h!l hlld onlY tactical 
t'ating in the city' and 

re!>train such troops 
;ld not discipline thc::t , 
lplicnted by dual cont!"ol 
y. 11cre in particular 
ried to a break-de',m of 

r C!o'pc,:le 1;0 :kililA, 
(;O)nmi~I~(l (.If I:.:.tv.,1 t. 
<al thou:;, he h,:,! 111; 
comllittilVI <:~, '"~l 
the nile\: l~jcn hl! 
b('I\~c ci\ hj;,::~·li i'll' 
ti le de: ',1:;', '.Iit! ,., 
C01:l'U\m)",ll ';'0;;:; Iii' 
h O\';0\,(,r, j::':l v l: 
opcr<:till,! \Il1,',,'r ~,e 
o r thc , ,1v;:nc(! of 
cv\d'~n," in t:\ ~' 

he: f.-coS i:1 1·'<J,nila . !-Ihile , 
',CC(' th<::t the accllsed lfas 
~if "llty (h:~ to the r apidi ty 

bl;a it;;; 0 

,\!- ',cans, there .. ·as substantial 
, 1 t t the situatio n \': <15 not so 

ICC J. GencrCJ.l Yokor":.~.l ac;:;~::t'::: 
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that. he had cOI!'.~I!.,ication .with troops in :·!anil a unt.il 
20 February a~,d '.rith the accused \.:n ~il June c\:IC ::liee 
frequent re?Orts to hin . Surely C\ matter so i~?Orta:lt 
as t.he maSS:lcrc 0= 8,000 pco?le by Japencse troops must 
ncccs~arily have been r c?ortce . Since eccusec had 
authori ty to cO:l~=ol the opera tio:ls of the naval treops 
h e cannot a!lsolve hi~sel[ 0:: rcsponsibilit;..r by sh"· ... i:"l; 
that others had the duty of punishing t:-o.C!:I !or dis
orders. Therc is no sug'jcstion as to a:"ly brca:-<c.O'.-1n 
in com.~,unicatio:\s l>'ith Batangas where late in :!:bruar:r 
som!: of the r,lost ·,."ides::>reac atrocities occurred , nor 
is there any SUOS1;.l::t.:.al pr:;)O: that cO~::'Iu":1icatio:'!s I"lith 
the oth e r poi:"lts in the islanes at w~ich atrocities 
o ccurred ~:erc a t ",11 interrupted . I t is al so :"Iote
worthy t hat the mistre.l t ::lCnt of pr isoners 0= war at 
Ft . HcY-inle'; occurrec ,:nile aCC;.Jse= ',:as c r esent in his 
h eadquarters anI»' il fe',.; hU:"Idrec. yares dist<!:'It ilnc 50:":'=! 
of t.he other a trc~':'ties tranSOlired close to the pro:'.i:;!ity 
of BD.9Uio where he had his h'=!ae:;uar ~e.rs aft.'=!r re::':O\' al 
from H.:lnila. Takc:"I all together . the cocrt. was· fully 
warrant.cd i:1 fbding t hat accused fail ed to dischar;~ 
his re ~ponsibilit: to cont.rol h i s troo?s thc r eb y ?er
mittin~ the atroc i t.ies allcged and was thus guilt.y ilS 
charged . 
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Branch ornee of The Judge Advoc;;;te ~ .. nera.1 
witp tho . 

Europc.lD Thad ..... of OJ:or3t1~M 

i;O,'Il'J> OF llsns.f 1:0 . 1 

C!.! r;ro 5555 

U t1 ! TED 

....... """ ... ~ .... , 

6 JAN 1~5 

•• 
Private EllDI::: D. SlOm 
(J6896415), C=PMY G, l09th 
lnflllltry 

TrW by GC'.J, convened a t P.ot gen , 
Ge:-::.any, 11 Hoye:;her 1944 . Sent""., .. , 
To be .hot to deo:.th dth. ~sketry . 

1:01.:)1::(; Bt BOA1'Ul OF :u>m:.r 1:0. 1 
1iI'illt, S.L'l!;ZI:T and SIT,~:S, Jud,!;e ,ulvccates 

1. !he record of trial. in the Case of the soldie,. !III..,.,d above 
h3. beon exaLlined by the war - or :Corle'll, ~ the ?,o.ard ~uh:::dts this, 
it. holdi ng . to the .1.nht.<.nt ';"d..:e Adv3cate 'caeul 1:, char<;" of the 
!l .. on.,h Ottie" of t!>e J"~g,, .;.d""c~t" e"er:u m.t~ the ;;).:r(lpe&n '.'hll"ter 
of Operations. 

m!A.".GJ> : 'fiolation of th .. ~G th : ... ticle of 7:a: . 

.' .. 

~p\ld!i""'t1on 1 : In t,l-r.t ~rb"te BM.ie D. Slov-'..k, 
Co~ G, lC9th Infantr; :;.1d , a t or ,,~W' 
3lbe\l,C, 'r'l.lle~, ,-~ ~r :.b~"t ;>~ I.uJll.t. 1?~4, 
de=crt the cervie .. "f " 0 :-J.l,t.<l¢ s%tu b7 
ab'enti~-l hi~.celf ''''P-i'.,':t JOI''''r have ~~a!I 
his or,:,,"~.iz.::.t.1on. with ~_.ter.t. to ,,"~id :"'~ard 
olUl <!lIt¥ a.nd to "Lirk 1.-:ort.r.t 8erviCfl, to 
nt.: ~ctio" ~~llr.ot. t~e """=II', and did re::udn 
ab~~nt. in do~"rdo" until. hG ,,",$ delivere<::. to 
Unitec\ Sta.t.e, uUit.ary authorities by c..nlloli!an 
::illtary "ut:-.orilies ilt O~ ''''~ Ero.nels , 
Ee1&1=. on or ";'out. J. ,;:t:>ber 19-.4 , 5555 
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Speeti'iUUOll 21 In Ul;o.t * .... <!it!, at or naar 
Rocher&tb, S.lCu:.., on Or about 8 Oc:t.obe .. 
1944, deeert t~ .• senice of the t:n1tltd StLtes bJ' 
il>$Or.Uns h1I::a.l! 'dU:01.It "roper lIllI .... fl'''''' 
his orcan1u.t1on, nth intent to ~TOid 
tll~C~ dutj ar~ te :hir~ ~?Ort~nt I~rvic., 
to witl action -.:aWt tha enCQ', IUld did 
r o:...in i.bICZlt in due",tion IlntU h .n:rrend.erttd. 
hir'-"elt o:.t or neU Rocllerath, eelp .... , 011 Or 
ibout 9 October 1944. 

f.o pleaded not eillt)' ~. &ll o~ tl:e csa .. , of the ~ prnCZlt 
at tt. tb tt. 'I'Ote Ca tuen cor:<:Urr1.l!g, ..... toCnd gullt,. of th 
CllIu' ..... :.:1 both apecitic.:.U""" u.e,.ew><l.er. ::0 ,vidam:e ot p"eT1cu. 
cor.'lict1~ns W:i.O i:1trod\:cod . All of t!;.e a:.b .... of the oourt prelant 
;.t to!" t1:-..e the vote ..... tllten ccrcurrin,a, he ne sentenead to be 
<ii~hcnorll.bl.y diaci.a .. ,cod the urn"., t.o forf. it aU pa;y ~ IIll.ow&nCeI 
due or to I)ecc::1e due , and to b • .<hot to death nth =lo:e try . 'lb. 
ru181dne: ."tl!o .. !!)" t he Co_.:..and1ng 'AnerLl, '28th Infantry Dhi,101l , 
approved only 110 I"Ilch of th .. sen t ence as Pl"Ovided 0..1. ~c",ed be ahot 
to d.ath Idth =kctl7 &no! tO I"O';.rd~ the record ot t~ial for actiOD 
Wlde r /.rtic1e ~ ! -lar 48. The confi=ing allt.",orit1, the C-""'r¥'d:i.ng 
G;,oe,.:I.1 , e.r<>ye..::: >!'.e;.ter of Operations, conflor::ed t~,e sent.ence, U 

e;.p:-oved, and 'llithheld t.h. ol'dn d1 .... cUns auc\ocon '.he..ooeo t pll'~t 
t o Article of ·.1u 50'~. 

3. V"cont.r&d1ct.ed ui<:lcnce for t.he ,..onc:uUon showe<! sub
It...nthllJ'" the follcmir.,g l 

So=t.l..:le after 25 J~ 1944 aeCIUle-d ca::e OVersea.:J from 
Fort. Geor!!' G. :.lead., ~.;1U1d , a, a :lCIber of a .voup of replac_ 
ment. (!l.8) . 'the goup ~ceeded ..-ia ~la.nd. to Qoaha !)e.G.':, France. 
th<t:1C' to R. couple of different ;>l.ace~. ar.cI U:.r .... ft..er ID the 
'l'h1rd Re;>lae=ent Depot (Fnr:ce). I<hre acc:usoc1 .... a.ulq.o<I to the 

. 2S ln1'ant.ry Division. Oa 25 ;"""..-uat. t.h £l"O\Ip ... nt to the <l.h1.a1otl 
head~\;.lI.Z"ters a."ld ;1CCWIed, tocathsr dth 14 other .... plac=t.o . ... 
usl.q.ed ID C=p.a.v G. 1Q9t.'1 lso.i':llItry (1lZ-9 , 10; Pros . Ex.o .1, 2,3) , U 
dividon he:.dq\;.ll.Z"ten en officer gave t he t;rcup , inclwlilt£: accused. 
an oriantation lecture (R9.10.ll) ",,01 a.=uniUon wu 1sc~ed to 
thel;! (R9) , According to t.he tost.iJ:lony vf ona of their r.\Icller . 
Print. eor,;;e ti . n:o:.1p.on, it. .;l.~ a ""Uer ot cO<;:tl>n knew1edCe 
4tId gor.erOll. CQnycr saUon """"'" th "......bers of the (;l")Up a.:J to 
""'st. c=:"'I'!IJ' tJoey _NO to ~oin, ""er-<! tt>e c<X!])&lV IfU ane .... ethar 
o~ not it .. &:I all<,;&goc1 in coo;i)at. (lUO) . ::ttnen urua1z::ed t.'lat t.". ~arl or tha Q"OUP -didn't. latow ~t. to eXpect &:'4 c!idn ' t 
CCQII to M¥ detWt a c:or:.cl~do", nbout -.rt\ere .. _ere eo1q;;- , but. 
- had a po.tty ,'ltron,g suI;>1c1on- that the <!ivieon .. as engaged with 
the eneo;y. th..,- did net kncN de!'1nital,. what. ~ G WlI.II 01<>1", 
but. "Just 1l:>agine<1 U>&t i t. _a. t'ighUn&" (1i9) , 

-

, 
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On the ear... dV. 25 ;'"!!,,st., aceordinf.! to 'I'!lo#!pson ' . t esU
""'IIJ". the group mt. .... ehd at. div:la1otl h....ctqUU"t.u f or ~ G, 
then loc"ted at tlbcul, I'r.::.nce (,,9,10). (illbe~ is al'p:'On-talr 
SO .ne. yu ..... r'IO\-Uwled. ,,: r.-i=). :::n route, t.he .... plac"'""'ota 
Includint; I>Ce&t...:i, ·saw '"""" da::Ia(.", ..,....-, hur.>ed out veh1clu and. 
,hllll eci placu· , but sa .. no action (alO, ll) • .uter proceeding 
tor "bout. t1lO or three t.ou.n Ul~:y 8t.ojlptd at. "'at "ppaNntl.1 ..... 
" r u t. area, bIt. their plI.;Cks . and c,r:~1r.u8d 0.., t.'Ie tnlcl<s to Ill • 

. oll t.sldTh or Elhel>!, .. here they det.ruchd. ;.ner I!¥>vina: llOn,g <.he 
~. 01 t.t.e city t.h87 ... ",cl:.-I .on ~ lot. ,I'."'l' they .~"'<I: in" at 
about 2.300 h"1.U'~ . t!l<Q~on aa,.. &Ccu.eood -..:lUI the !;roup at. this t1.t::a. 
s.t. ..... n 2)00 ¥.lid 2J:lO hour. the rerl&c.:aent •• 1ncl~ cccuued, 
enUrod the c:1t;7 ot :!lbeu! to join Ca:;i""'<7 G (119 , 10) . The,.. ...... 
' . l ot.o! troop ~~nte ~d ahollina" • .nd 

"it t.ock quite" while biocawoe there __ 
• lot ot con!ll.sion. :7. :::ove<1 arou.nd SOOe 
but .t.ayed .. 10:" tcbeUler .0 r.tIne 01 ua 
would ,at. lost" (RlO) . 

1ha::pSOIl k::ew &cc'J .. d us at. :::J.1:>ell£ -.nth the ;;;r~p allollt 0l.00 I:ou:'s 
26 "1lg\lI>~ l.ac.w:e he !:::--cw.:..."XI !',,~ouUzed accUlled ' . veice . Tlue wu 
the last tili>e he ...... to!..:, howavcr, ~ so f:.r .... b kr.e:r, accuaed 

, .. 

~LI not present for dllt1 r.1th his ~~ at any t~ thereaft.er (~) . 
it' .. eo=~ re:r.a1ned .. t. ;;;!beut Oll U. ;'u ;'\let until Cazwl1.:1n troop. "wok 
OVer " lind 1t. tl:en proceeded throv.ch P&:'"U, eel<;ill:l .:..a! "·."rJxn,:rs to 
the Sie,f!'1ed Une (lUO) . Duri.'l~ this !:.ovement. occ.."lon3l en""l1 /lction 
.::. enc:.unt.er.d a.ncI up IIm.il the tu. of trW t.he c~ wu SlI:,,&ed 
l:encNll1in fight.ina: 1ItIc1 C&:llp&j.~ in the invu10n IRll} . 

C&pl.&in I!alph O. Grott.e , co~ co;:;-..a.n.ier of Coa;>&n¥ G, 
l 09th Infa.ntr:r, t.ut1fhd tbt at the t:.oo of mal /JJ. l'ONe::berl 
h' had ~een in CQIo. and the....,r for Il ,:IO::~h .;.nd • ~.all 1.'14 U:.t &ccused 
ph,ye1ceJ.1y joinc~. Co.a:.,.,.ny " on ., 'k~be!' wen it W:1.8 reor.:;.: .. :l.1t:".r" ;.r.~ 
IIOt in coo~t "it.h the enlOllQ' . .. ccu~ed ~hac1 ""en u.nllt c.1:.hout 
lean and heel CHn re:urned. too :H t.hr:"';;h the t:.o.tto.UolI" . ;;!u"eu 
neVer £;rfJtt.ed &CCIlIe<!. potr:duioll to btl nb~cnt (m) , &<\0 no ..., .. ..iuion 
.u ......,.ut.ed. Acc\:..S"" ~ never • ~"nt .c th tbe oollpWl¥ for dll"', 
e:g:e .. l on 8 October for one Or tW hour. (F.L.) . en that dq a 
b4t.talloll serteant c.ajor brou;:ht ~.!.:>. to the co!O!J'>'l'l7 c-=an<l \lOeT. 
.here llitn.u &1181[1""';' U ... t·, t:.' ~tl'. pl.<ot:K>n , tur:led h1I: over to tb, 
platoon l.e:tder ami forbed. n.l..1II. t" l ~a"'! the o;:,,-,..;..nr u,a wue i.e 
~ """,,brion fro:..1ll. .~tl'.e~S. l'!.e pl4too" le&l!er ccr.<iucted accuaed 
to M$ pl.i.1.oOn ~.d. ir,troc:o:e~ hL t" hb "-.1Wl. In:!", (:';13). 'i'here
&fter .. ccu~eo! C:>;-,' to "itne"" end in':1.d.red ot h.1.l:r. if ~1';' ho tried 
!or hI/ina; abl«:t ,"'t~~"t h ..... Grotto t.:llo! ~ Mo"O\lld find. out 
Md. ca .... ed h'a to ~e ,>laced 1" "IT~~t ':'Zld rcclIr"ed to hia _,l..atoon 
lor", where c;rotte o.irected hie t~ ~t..oJ. ,;ho:ot Ill! hour ater accuBed 
wi t nu, "'If I Ie"." now "U it 00 dn.,t1cn? ' ~ I.nI:. :.itru. .. :-e~Ue:1 
~ .. t H .ould be •.• ec ..... od l...!t '.:1 t.:.>H::.1't~r le .. as r.ot ,oe.n 1n 
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the a>.-pinJ' nor ~ he prlSetlt with the a>~ for duty . On II 
October accuaed. did not r"'l",".t permiu10rl to be .bsmt, nor did 
rltllen &rarlt him 1.11 .. aa:x. S1l'lc .. tho tl.!:ll GroU. aS$~ c=.atId, 
tha =p&m' c=pa.1,gr...:I ,,,r.er"':'l1 aM both be:ora end att.er 8 Octobe.r 
anp,g..:!. 1:\ !1&ht1n,g, durillg1lh1ch it .tUcked. the tnCO' on ...,a 
occasion (!W.) . 

),bout 08;30 hour. 9 October accusod =0 \.0 the l!1l.1t.A:r7 
GcvurlI:I&nt Oeu<:h:!:oont, ll2th lnfent'7, ..n1ch linc .. thc preced1n,g 
dA7 -., l.oeated at P.ocher{l.u, , ~=, ha:lded a cook a Il'Hn 
aUp or paper o>n~riliI& handwriti"f:, and. stoted ~t he, accused, 
ht.d ::ada a confenion. The cook in!or.:led hi. "cot=",,,11,,, 0!!1.eer- , 
Second UeutelWlt!ho-...u F. Gn.ft'.n , CIt the 'tatter ~hn the lat.tu 
returned to th.- d"",*=nt 111>"",1. 1100 hour~ . Grlt!1::l the .... upoll 
h1ephonod the S-1 of t. ... l09th Infantry ""d re<;."ute<l thl.t S<::t<»OlICI 
c.u for ac.::u.ed (RlJ. - 16) . J.bout l2JO-124S hours a "'reea:lt arr1n4 

(polS) WId drove aC<:Woe<! :.0 th" ordar13 rOOlll of the l09th Intant'7. 
where hi hi.l1d.c!. t he sreen 1l1p of paper to the t e:!llP"rU7 1IIilit.u7 
police officer, ru-at lleut.cn&nt '; .. ",a L. P.urd. The latt.er «I~ 
that he rMd the slip .. :Id di ...... t..:l the uree."t to deli .. er IlCCUSed 
to the ..utlM'y !'Oilce for te.:;pont7 custody. Ihlrd lJten dd.i vered 
the slip first to U.e &dj"tent "nd then h Lieutenant Volonel !!on 
C. Ecnbeat. SUbsequently on the H.'X day IiCCUnd a1ened the clip in 
the pr .... nce ot P.urd &rid Ilenbut , botp of VJo,QI &lao d:7led H .• e_ 
(RU; Fro~ . Dt./') . The qUin allp of paper , a U.S. ~""'" Po5 ~ ~.:!..-..., 
no".r II"';"r fo=, with wrlt1n,g in ink em each aid. th8l'8Of, .... 
Il.d.:itte<l 1r: .v:1dencl u Pro~ . E:>:.4 . Th l!.e1'.nu .ta:ed it had DCI 
obJectiollI to the ~. sd on of the exhibit (m) 'llhich .... K.S .. 
foU.". .. 

Lliendpr:!.J'lted in Ut'i} 

«1 Pvt . ~d.ie.D . SloYik ~J6S96415 conte •• to 
th. !)esertion 01' thll United Stat.ea t.=::/. ..t 
Ul. tw of q De~e ... tion ... _:'6 in ,ubu/f 
in Fra.-.c.. . I co"", to Albu1't a.9 a P.eplll.cC8IIt . 
They _n ""!lllng the town a:"lt! .. were tolld 
to dig in fo r th. nieht DI. ~-na: CIOrning 
u.ey' ......... sh!l11ng Il.I &Gain. I _u so Icare<l 
!ICIrve~ and trtal:>11llC 0:.;.1. at U.e U- the 
other Eeplaceoenb ID()YocI ""t I c",~:dn ' t :lOve. 
I lt4yed the.!!:. in I!~ rox hob till it .... e qu.i!! 
and I "as able to ID()Ve . I then _alked in t<:nm. 
::ot u"1n& !!n7 or _'OW' ~pI So I -'t.a¥od over 
night lit a Frcrlch ho~)l1tal . Th. r:ext /XIrning 
I turr.ed lI\)'~elt on~ to t:,. wAdi,"" Provost 
Cor.! ' &rter ba.1n,g rlt.~. th«ll six ... eks I ...... 
turned 0".1' to A::".er1oan J.;. P. n,q turned t:e 
lose. I tal!!. ~ eo~~-.ar.d.in.s or!'!eer r:q .to..,.. 
I ,aid that it I hid to 1:0 0\\1. their. t.g:>1n 1<1 
ruq away . lie .aid the!.!:. .... r:othing he OXIuld 
do tor.,., 50 I ran aqy &-:a1n J;;.!D ILL !Ur.l I..:ru 
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CONFtDEIlTIAl 

I.GADI IY I I'.A va ro 00 OO? TI!E!B.. . 
Sign"" Prt . iddle D. Slortk /f.llMrr.1.ueriJ 

4.5.1 •• J<>a'i-&415- . 

fi.l1"lers. liclo , on printed fOn;!, handlrritte:) in L-iJ1 

• "I!.ocheratll , EeJ...::1ua 
Oct. n , 1'144' 

"ih1s aUtGment. i: o;ac!e in u.. ':r<IHDCe of 
Lt. Col Ron C. ';~est. 02)7158 ancI lit Lt 
....... 1II1rcI , 0--463253 

I b&ve been tol.cl t!:4t this sUt.f;lment C4Tl 
be helcl &f:&i.nst ... ano:!. that I:.:.ade it of ~ 
<>WII tr.. nll and. tr .. t. 1 40 not. t.. .... to r:al: • ... 

SioIcd" 
EcIcI1e D. Slortk 

Above .U~t >ou Ilicnod in U:.e !'Hsmee 
of t.l" .. =<!eraiolecl ' 

;1' ~.oSl C. lionbest 

• 

e..z.d tctitied '~.!n& U:.lt I. ears on U:.S c:r-ecn .up of "",per 
... fll8de very elea:- to the defend.a.nt." (ZU2) . 

4. ~r tII.l.l ex:U""IUO" of ~.1s ri,'htl to te5til).", cU;1 
an \UlSWDrn ~u.t....,nt Or r=::.in IUe::t, ~"""..,. el~tec! ~ rec.:rlz:: 
o.1.l=t . "lbe d .. Ce::ae lntro'll'-l""" no s"rla"".ee (Ill .. ) . 

5 . Sped!'i<:8tiOll 1 DC tJ:, O:.t.rs .... or1gir..o.ll,y dr .. '"teo:;! c!'....r<:eci 
in ".n. th&~ • .,ellaed eb .... .,ted hi:::se.i.C dtholot le ... vc 

"ldt.h 1nt.ent. to • ...,id hi.::..rdoll. <!l:t.y, t.> .r...~, 

act.1.on acaif,at ti:~ """=0', :.:>:1 did :-t'r".olin absent 
in desertion un:.il. toe ... ...,....:!ereCl !::..o:;a:e:.r t.O 
the 507th ~ :aclalion ot or n~ ~rI:.ael., 
[~II;I • • 

-

Actill& On behalf of t.~e a. :-o1."Un~ ,,"thelnty, the St..U! ':1:<I,::e ;':lvo"su, 
~1lI I..Car.'_'1 .:l1viaion, sll!."-""r.:t U ~ .. in'o'Mt.!.~:J.O."!. 1:r%I.:- U" •• 
7Ot.b :.rue;". of ., .... , ar..er.::~ !..f.e ,.;.,0 ... <;\oOt«1 ort.i= :1 the:; .c::t:I.=t1cn 
t. re~ a. tollawa: 
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lr.:;>o:t.a.nt service, to ... itt action 2.I:&iru!t the 
en~, and did re:c..::.in (l.b~ent in desertion untll 
be "as deliY("'ed to Onihd St.atu c1lita.J' al1th
or1tie~ by C<.nadiul :dl1t.a.ry ;.ut..l'\orlties at Or 
near i!ru~ .... h, E>e1&iwo, on or about 4 October 191.4~ . 

S;>ecificaUon 2 of t~_e CharGe (l.s origino.lly d .. atted 
char-gad in part. that aCC\lsed absented lW:.selt mthout leave 

"rlth int.e.'1t to a .. oid hntardollS duty, to II'it : 
action 1Ii:;.in~t the ene.::,y, and did r<'m8in i'bsent 
in desertion untll he s= .. endered hi.!::self to 
military autr.or1ties at or near· ,etc. 

'nlc Staff Judj;e .\dvocate, $ct>~e(juent to the invesU&aUon u.~de .. the 
70th io.rUcle of -:1u, """,,,ded t.he above quoted' portion of the 
S:;oecitic:.tion to r end as follo"" , 

"with into:"!t to avoid ha~o\lS duty r.nd to ddrk 
1:,;ort.&nt "ervice, to wit : action ~1:J.ll8t the 
ene.v, a::d did re:03-1n abaent in desertion until 
he .-ur .. er.de .. ed h1.::!elf at or near~, etc 

Puagraph 34, ::anual i~ Ccurts-::&rUI:.l, 1928, 1"'8" 22 
re"-CIs in part: 

~;'cUon by offie ... · eltloro:.i8J.n& eourt.-.:...rt1r.l j\lr ie
diction.-

• • • 
the charges ~ oe redrafted over the signature 
thereon, provided ~he redraft doea not involve 
any eubst~tiDl change or include any person , o t
fense , or matter not f~ly 1nclud~ in the charge~ 
as receiv<'ldtt. 

The addit.ion to each Specification at t~e nords "and to 81'.1rk inportatit 
servicett ~~~ esse.~tially to no mo~e t~en ~ additicnal description 
a'ld C!laractorluoUon of the c~:;cnUal object "hie!: accused "8$ char:;ed 
with lJ,ten<i1n,; to avoid, =ly, ·~Uon t-.';&1nu~ the """-"1l" . It 
added nothing that was not tairl,y inferable. fro.-:l the "?,,c1f1cations as 
a ,-,hole"" orig1nl:.l.!y drafted. '!'r.e .:lJ.tera~ion fr= the tile.:;ation 
of .urrender to a l!lillt:l.ry polic,. or.:;,. .• d.::.aUon to that of delivery by 
Ca"'dian m1J.itary 8utt.or1ti"a to ~nited SU.tu .cdlita,.· authoritiu 
(S?C'cification 1) and the el.1rIir>ation at t~ ,,-ords "to "..ilita...,. 
t-utt_ont1es" follo'rlll8 the =ni8 "s\U"re"dcrcd hilr.self" (S?"ciCication 
2) \fere not substc.ntt.al. =dific"Uons . ~s the "ffen~ .. of desertion 
is cor..:Uete tlhen tt.e person .. bsents h:bsclf ":1 thout ,uthority .!rca 
his ;>1I>co of service with the reo;u1s:1.te int ent (.x:-..:, 1928, par. 67, p • .52; 
par . l;C!, p.142), and einco thc ",uie"," rwd.sl:li:ent tor desertion 
however t.<!rnir.ated 1::1 0010 death (:"'j 58; ;:;.0. 9C\t.S , 3 Feb . 19~2 , (~ee . 
IV, E'-Il1.6, '!D, 9 Feb 1942, :.:c.{, 1928, ;=.104S p.97, note)), the 
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......,er or t.or::1nat.1on b not IUte:-ial (Ct , C1! Z'l'O ";;;;., 
In vi_ of t.he tcre,.oing it i. co!'".eluded th .. t the r, 
no tuh.U:lt.1al chang_ and <11d. not. incl.ude MJ' otter .... 
f411y l,,~l\ld<Jd 1 .. the chargu aa r-c'ived. 

acUon 

6. !he quesUon t,,.. det,...··.1n&t1on 11 mcU·ar u" record 
contains wbst.ant1al c'=:o<'tcnt "vid,nee of uch ,r tJ", t our e!e::.wt.3 
or e"ch o!!cnu ch:>.rged , na..,eq: 

(1) 

(,) 

()) 

(.) 

that accused ablented hi.":I$d t or rO!l'lained .b,~,,:t. 

without l"a"" r r = lib ?l:.ce of 'H\"ice, &II alleged; 

that 111$ W'lit. "-.u end",. o!'<l",., or ~t1c1""'te<! order . 
1nvol'rl...::; e.1t.!oer Co.) Iur.::L-.:'O<lS ~"ty or (b) .""'" 1.t:>
port.."'It •• rYlce~ {~, 19Z1,. (i, r. . 344) ; 

O".<:.t "c>t.!."," of ."c~ ,rd.a,.. ~ of 1.,--1:Ient I:azar:l~ 
duty or i::;::ort.ar.t s"rvice ".". "",,tully bl"Oll,(:ht h~" 
to h1m; L"1d. 
that at the t1.: .. he ahcnte<! h1:..J;alt h~ ent ert..ained 
the 3:>",,11'1.: if.tent to cvoid ~.azardot:ll duty 0:' ~hiri< 
1.:=:"'rt.:c_"\~ cervice (::::~ - TO 23~8 , 1ft"; "I'I<l. ,"ut.I'.cr1-
t.1u ther~1n cited; ;::.: _:':l 32~, ~r 'r • 

(1) 1I'.at &CC\:8ec1 .. '"ented hl.,:.uH ':'l.UDd lea", 
at .,,,,,,t.!re on tl:< r.i~ht ,I 2~-.26 .~uat 19.:.4 h eno.l>'.~s': ... d 1::y the 
test1."'Il1lJ' 01 one ,r t:. ~t'."r r~;>u.e~nh 1.r, hb rr~~J) tllat aeclUled 
1<U .lit-I- th O'Oup d;c:!:It jO!I:e<! C~~:·wr./ 0, 10'}tJ, :n/vntry, t..; the I 

cily of -:J."~uf, :':-:.n::.e, but "::'~"lOt ;>I'<'.""t -:it./> V~'"' ,.,·te:- .. beut 0100 
ho,",'~ 2& ""-,:u.ot. :'l'e co~l' cO;.:\Wlder ~ ~etl!1ec1 'I-:.t ~ccused d1d not 
rhJlicdl.., join t.~~ eo:::--r,;: "ntil S ·:ctobcr I!lId th:o.t h' ~t..d r.<=> :-<>r"lini<=>11 
"" l-~ ,"~.:-:t .-"!::- ~o '.~.! '~~c . 1:. ~..'" "'c:'""".t.;.r~· c,d·"uior. accus~ 
et ted U-.~t~" ,,-"' c~ .. ;;:.r .. ·e-.I t:~·;!.to nl~t o,,~: e .".1),t 1.-. _." ... ctio:l, 
', ... nt 0,,, n~.::t:t ~ .. :. ~'~eh ~02;:i~oJ., · ..... :":'·:-:'!~r~ t~ ~,. "C; .. :::S(\U:'1 
:'rQ"Ott ~r:" on t!'>o ~01l"",1..-' 'OOm~,..:, :=~erl ai;< "eekIJ -rl t.'> tt.e: Uld. 
.as \..hen t,,:':I..:' O'l'e,. to ".0. ... ,:-1",...., .. 1-"." . ~., r:.~ '. ':.!.t t.he ~,rd I'.CHI' 
IIot am.. cle=l~' -:.l:: ... t .. 'C'. o.l •. '~~ ".:·;1c~· ...... ""t .it.· hi. co:;~.t.-.J" 
&~ tM t1::. r, • .:';~c.:-.t~:: ':I .,,!: '-3 :.~'. e;:;',d!tu~" "'-. cuent~ var-
1a.~c. !r~. th~ ~l". ~~lon "~Mt ~ :.. " .. t. ... d. ~.i . . :~~t 'l.t.!'.o~t lewV8 fr ., 
'·.1~ '''·,ri~3tW., 113 h. ":as >::l~or . ..i:i'.J.r:· <::l:lt:-ol of ':ividoru.l or
rc.;1:...-ntcl. "fHeors..m. 11.,0.0:- n'\!~r. t, ~-;!.'l J.i. eo ;...r,CJ (::... ; ... m 555 5 



• 

COIIF/DENT/At 
(158) 

1259 (19~) , £ull . ~.o, Vol. III, ~o.l , JaQ 19~, .ec.)8~ , .,.,.1-8) . 
he w;:.~ not effeot1ve~ r~tl1rl:led b c.1Ut.:&ry control ","'ltU Id. 
dellYe~;" to t.ho t~..it..e~ st.o.tu ~t.u:I =thontiel (£R6lS-JOO, 
251.:a:" 19:"', ...,-.11,; ZPJGl 251.22, Sept 2, 1942, !lull. JUl, '101 ,1, 
t;o~4 , -:e~ 19.:.2, ,,J'l ;3.:.5~IS~, ... 251; S"~"'~, 19~~/19)S9i )1 Doc 194), 
tull . ~~, '101 . 111, ko._, ~.n . lj~, eec.~_9 (~), .,.9. The ~~ 
of proof of ~~e ;:.llei~~n that accuaed ~. delivered "at or near 
::,....uel. , =:elg1u;:~ , 1. 1.m.aterif,l as i. &1.0 n.e ~e~ of specific 
proof t~.r.t t.'d. occ""red on Or Ibm;.t I. October (:<Sl . 19, J.n 9, 1919, 
D1,g .Op. JAG, 1912-1940, IOc .loll> (1.1.) ., . 271; ~ no 241), Cultwell ; 
if ' c;.. £..0 2JJJ.,.~!tl'lOr). 

(2) 'n:e evideo'lC' 18 not char ":"thether or not "IItlen 
"<;<:\Iaed ,. abeented 1".1.;, ... 1! he hed be",,"",e .. Lt.achecl to Co::>lJ2l¥ G or W&.S 

still a ~er of the cr~p uf IS r.pl&C~enta enr&ged in the ~reces. 
of joinin& Coc;>a.-..r O. MflIclr.z the latter in acCl."'ed" favor, the 
.... Uenco lea·tO. 00 domt U:et hi. cr.it, tl:e f:l"O"p, n. under order . 
to join Oocpany G, 1Ihich on the d.ay follollin& U,e ;:rreup' lI arrival , 
proc.eded froJ:l its at tloll :"',... 3l"eur thro~ :>rance, l!cl&111l11 &lid 
l.1.:xcbour, t.:> the Si,;;rned L!n" ell~w:tu1n.:; 'M~ action en 
rout" a. r.a. ra&50nably to b. ~tiei~t.~. It is thUi evident t.~at 
beth the :>n!era ~Ultioned an.:! !"utur, orders h be ;"'lticipat..ed odth 
reapect to C=: .. :IIV" G's O:>T"""nt, involveo. U e t ... tt.rdoo:, dllty and inpor t.
ant fOrvi~e of IIction aecinat U .• 0IIq' . 

() Aecu:e~ ~ • ~r or , group or repl.c~t' 
'llh1ch had CO!:"!e tov,U,er free Ole ';rdt..ed St tu, tl'.rou(;b ::.:.gland, to 
Fr""~. ,-'"It' I!:ere t.Q " ... ;.J.ac~'t depot -.:h.N> U:ey "" auisne<\ to 
I.l"e 2St.h Infantry division, At division had",arters sccused 1L'ld the 
ather ·· .. ::ll:l.rs of tho uoup hear<1 an ortentatio.'l lect ure and ..... re u.ued 
.. =1.tion. i:ll route to :.he colT,"'""1 to ".h!ch a.ccused lind the othen 
"-cre assigned they.'" 00 curretlt cne::w (leti"n b\lt u .... the \II!"ustakable 
eUacts "r ........ t ene.-:;y acUon - -1JQ::Ie d:::&(;e, .0=1>1 burned Ol:t ..ehicles 
<.:>Ii shelled ;-laet!S" . The ;ro\'P, including ace"".d , stopped Gr • .! 1.tt 
their meks lit II rut lINUI, t.rld ~::t:!.n\led on to the vic1ft1t y of t he 
o:>:t:>anY to ..,..ich the;,' had been aaa1o;ntd, r..ere t~ey "dUS 1r:" . :~_ t."" i:l"""\lP, lIhlch a.ecor<i::.1l6 to scr..e prolOcIlUon tntiu>n,y ~t1nlncl\lded 
IIcc\J3ed, pl"oeeeded to Join ~ 0, there .... r. "II lot of troop 
",,~nt.:l ...:It! ahel.l.1n&" . In &ccus .. ,boonf .. sa101l he st.&ted " ""e7 
"ere eh!lllne Ole to1m" -men Ole group "du!!' in~ and ag&in the follow1n,g 
IIIOrn11l1!: . 

l:otiee of the orde~s and anticipated QrCier. inv"lving Ole 
haurd ..... duty and 1I::"or'".-.nt .er·:!.ce" "f i.~Uon &.<,&1:".IIt 0-.• enez:y co\1ld 
bardly h.v. been ....-e :~re.tul.ly bt'O\lj;ht hoI:Ie to acc",." , -diD obvi Ollslt 
knew .milt "IIU in store for hila QIld tho ot her. and mo, IIcCOrdi.rJg to 
llie own .t.n.teomt , '."IIILS so .eared nerves .... .o1 t:-er.bllns that at the 
ti:9 the other Heplllccoenh ""Ted ~t·, h. ~cculdn' t ,""YO". 

(4) Accused abunted lW::seU oeitll,"t laue on 2S ot: 
2h :"u;r.l:< t am Me ere. p either joined or IIS"e. ~OIlt to join ~l"V 
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G under the cirru=ta.-..c:es abo"" ducribed . lie rca.iJ'led absent untU 
8 October, at "hich u.... the oo~pany ":La reorganizi."18 and " ... not in 
<ont.act riththe ener;o;y. The co .. pany e""",,"need :Lt.s fa ..... &r<i :n<>ve:: .. nt 
.oc:etiz.e on 26 Ausust, as, than a day after th'3 eo::r:enc=t. of ae-
" .... od'. unauthorized absence , and, ... atated, eneount.ere<i expecteo. 
.::~ action on :Lta coono t~.rough France (\I,d BalgiUl:l . Aecu.ed'. 
ab..,nce ... as ealcul.e.ted to and did result in his aYaida::ce of ths 
~ ... zardco.\a duty and shirking of th .. Lo;:ort.ant semee of action 
against the crt""'Y. :..t the.t.rial accuaeel. offered. no ar,>l ..... t1on of 
his absence . Even apart !rom hia confeSSion, the fore:01n& evidomeo 
,upport.s ~ inference of intent on aecuae<i 's part at. t.hs t.1=e of ab,ent
ing h1t:se.lf to avoid such dutl and to shirk such service. Iii. confea
don spee:l.f'1cal.l.1 .tates that he confeu ... "to the Desertion of the 
Unil.od St.<.tes ~" at ~Albut!" I<T<I U-.a.t. he told hia eOCl:"..andin[; oftiee.r 
"that it I had to go OlOt their. aga:!..., !d run ""ay- . !lis co=and.ing 
officer t estitied that lfh .. r. acc,,",cd e ........ to the CO::lp&:\J' on B October he 
asked if he c~ld be tried by court-martial for absence ~thout leave . 
The confession and tM.s evidence r~vs any reaaonabl .. doubt, it &IlJ' 
mst, that accuaed's int ... .,Uon, "hen he abunted h:I.r..self without 
have on 25 or 26 August 1944, wa:I to avoid the hazard.ous duty and i. .... por"..
ant service of action aga:l.n~t the en~. 

:-... ~ Board ~r r.eV1 ..... i~ of tho oplnion U-... t the evldel1c .. 
convincingly est.e.bllshea all el ...... nt.s of the offense &l.bged in 
SpeoHieation 1 of tho Charte cr.';!'I.Uy OU;>p"Tts the court's findin.:ie 
of gu.lltl thereot (C:: ETO JL?J Ca..,t._Uj c:.! ?.'I'O 2368, ljtbrsnd.; CU:';";,() 
~7~J, Gotschill ; Cl! ETC 5117 D,rr'!)k; c:.! ::TO 5293, Killen an::! author
ities cited in those cases}. 

(l) The tutiJoon;r of c..ptain Grotte, cct::;>anY co::e:o."lder 
of Co.opar;y a , estnl:Jllshes t".a.t SCCI!II..d absented hi.>l.sal! on B Oct obe r 
after being present with ~he COQ~ for only ono or twc hours, and 
thal he neither re<!Uest.ed nCT ",,"S granted -:er:oission t.o leave. He ' 
re>::ained absent until about 0030 hours 9 O<:to':>eT -.:hen he surrendered 
to tl.e '::unary C<werncent !:etaeh.-.er.t., 112th rnfiLlltry, :>.t f.ochcr::.th, 
-e4;iU::! . It is rusonable ir.ferable t'ra:I t.',e evid ... "ce t~at C=f>IL/1Y,c 
was located at or ne~ that ?1ace , as ~etred, ~en accused absented 
hi;:.IIclf. 

(2) At the ti!::e accuaM sbsented !U=elf. ~.is co::;>ar;;. 
accoN!1nlI to tha t e.t.wn;r "r its ""...,.""ing officer, "1«1' reorcs.ni~in&· . 
... .,d alt".c·"'!:h not then in c~ntact rlth the en~"7, it theruj·ter en!.l~ed 
Jp close contact and fighUr08 tt.er""ith . n-.O::!l$on te:>tHied that the 
co"pany proceeded rro", BelS1\1:1 t..'u'OIlfh Luxe=.ourg to t!:e Seit;J'ried l.1r!e 
and lhat tha lO9th In!=tr,r eneount.erod oeeaaion&! enel1\1 action en 
Nute . '!'he 03::p:il1y on a October .. as obviously under orders 01' at least 
anUcioated orders involving thi! hcardous duty and :l.mportar.t sarvice 
of acd.on a!;a.ir.st tht ene=cr . 
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()) r:hon &"t\:.sed ~ to :;o,,:pany G on e October , he 
knew thnt it h~d adv~~eed rr~~ !lbeu!, France, to ~~e vicinity of 
P.ocherath. :;el~"", . .\"t th COl:lpuny co::.,,;_nd post ~e >l3a usit;ned 
~"Ul phydc..lly conducted toth .. 4th platoon and introduced to hie 
equoo le<Oder. Accund kne>< tr..at he I'I1l8 a~ th&t point"" integral ....,.t of a fighting orc=1~ .. Uon trl'.1ch in all 1ll:ellhoo4 "0l0\I1<1 not 
reo:£in atl<tic but W<luld press for.'flll"d aca11l~t tb. eM.:;r . The 
evidem,e points =ista.kBhlJr to the eoncl"sion thlit notice of the 
orders or anticipated orders involv1nS the ~~ardous duty and icport
ant service of action .. £air~t the ~~ WaS diroctly brought boca to 
ilccllSed berore he Ilbse:-:t.ed ~clr ·;1.thout leave on 8 October. 

(,,) S:-_ortly a!"ter cocdrc to Co"9an,y G on 8 October, 
accu:oed ",,;,;od ir ~e co~ld be tried r~r absence ~;ithout leave . Having 
in I!I1nd t.M raCU an~ circu::'"n.ances "",ntioned 1.~ en, supra , IlJld. 
~ttcr boin<; plllCed in "rl"e~t b, ;,it c=pa.ny c=:,G."!d~r, accused ~e:,ed 
him .'l! I leave rn:r;." .1illit be deeertion'" ",-d ,,-cshe<! an &r£1 ...... -
tive .... ~e" .. r, after lrll1c~ he left U.e eo:l~atIY , 'Il"Ote out ~ si&ned 
his co"fenion ~d SUIT,ndered tr.e follonin,g day to the J.:il1tary 
Gove.-=nt Detac)u;uo,nt , 112th Inf.:.ntry . Coi.~ci<!.~ntly nth his Sl.:.rrender 
he dd1vered his oonf~ss1cn to :.J.lit.ary- authorit1e~ am! later afC1r:-.ed 
an';' si;.."ed the statec.ent in the _ rM~l!ce thereor . In lhe oor;feuion 
accused stated that t.e tQld Ms eo:r.andint ofticer his story ard 

"said that 1£ I had to ;;0 out the!.!:. "Eains 
Id ...", .. way. ~e snid the!!: """5 rowing 
he c"uld do for ~ so I r(l.n a.:ay ,).f;aiL 
.;,;:n III RUlI t.:.~).y AnAl!. iF 1 1'.,,','3 ro CO 
OIJT Tr!::E" . 

This evidehce le.;.ds inev'itebl,y to the conclusion that accw:ed deliber
atel,y absented h1~elr on 8 Oct·ber with ~he in~nt of deoertir.: the 
!:Iil.1ta.7 nrvice "" tht:t he ,<w,ld be tried by c<lUrt-JT=t.i.ll ;:nc\ incar
ce r sted and t~us ~void th~ hazard~ duty and shirk the ~port&nt servico 
of D.ction a::a1n.st the eneoy. 

T!:e Joard or Renew is azain of the opinion tl'.a.t the <ld'der.ce 
convinc1."'ltl.Y establishes ill el=ts of the oUenne a.lleeod in 
Sped!1c;..tion 2 8u:'rx> r ts t..'le court's Cindill£s 
of Cll <.-ro 2J68, CJ,f 

0''': ZTO 5293, and 

1 . C<.reM a.'1d p.Unst.ald.1\s exa.dnaUon or t.'lo re~rd o f trial. 
reveals th~t accaed TeaS accorded- tul.ly duc p'ocees of a'll es pr0-
vided by the ;.:rticlu of ~Iar (Cf, Ln1t.ed St;..tos ex re1 lnr.ea v . Hiatt 
l.U Fed . (2:1d) 661. ; c:.::.;-:o W1 and lopsr) , WId rnil s to 
shO'., 0-"lS :).etion, or ruling by court ""ieh prejudiced i n any 
cieuee the rustantial. riGhts a<:Cl1.!ed . Eleven days elapsed 
betw"e;) tho "~rv1ce o! ct ... ri:"" upon h1.':1 ... ~t! the <\I:.te or trW (R5), 
at rlhich defense coun~el speciC1cal.l,y stated tt.at aecused _as "r""<\y 
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to proceed .. itl: the trial at thi. t k e- (m). the wluntQoineu 
ot hie con! •• aion 11 atte,ted by t ho evident tact that he h1B8elf 
wrote it. on the nower "roar to", Uld dgne4 it wIIollr on IIh own 
in1t.i.t.1 ..... teJon ,1.IbI:'J.tt.1n!!: it to :d.liUr,' luOlorlUu . Unde:- the 
c1~.tanc .. it eor:U.1tuteod , par UC'.aa:-l¥ credible and dun1r.g 
picce ot evidence, ... &cou.ed obviou~l;r 1nt~ed it .bt>ulA be. In 
'01 .... or the cle&l' ,,1.dence of accused " guilt or each Spoelt1~Uon, 
t.h'l Jre.ence or l,e<ll11QC queeti""'a in the :-ecord or t.raJ. .".". not. b, 
doomed too 1njurlouolr a.C:ecteci hie suh.t.mUoJ. riQIte (c:..: :'!O 

Th'" 1a northinG ill the record of trial ~ ir:dicat.e 
other than lane and. re.rcnelble tor 1:11 .ct . either 

C,;,;~ t.~.c octen.es Or Itt U:e t.1= of trial . The eht-"t 
,-. 1"'1""'P"Jl'llitrht d:ited 26 October 1944, I.Ild Con-

a.<:COCIP'I./lY1:'.( pa",r", 1a an affin:aUve indication of 
accused ' . ~~ty and re.pon.lbil1t~ at. those ~ ••• 

8 . The <:ha.!'Le eh.t .tIo,... t !\&t "CCUiled i. 24 J'e4r1 e1!:ht .... nth. 
o! -at and na Wuct.td at Pet.l"Oit , :..t1chiSoVl, 3 January 1944 WId 
8Ub~ent service aa toUo .. , 

· ", .. 1gned D-S9 In! '!'rIg En, C., Walters , 
Tex:.n J.n 44 ; .t~et:ed ::.:!l .t1 Ft 
!:Md. ':d 11 JI:l;r 44; .tUched to ':mts 
14 AIlE 4J. ; .t~hfd to :3.:-d ::e;:l.aesoent 
D,;:>:>t 19 ,\!.it ..4 ; aasl.£ned to Co 0 , 109 

"'''" 
9. Tho c~t w::.. le~ car.~t.1tut..:l .:nd had .ludsdiction o t 

tho po. s:>n <.nil. or!ens.. . ;;0 errore 1.nJl11"ioudJ' &treeting !Joe auboo 
stantial dJ'.ta <>t &C<:WIed IItll'11 C<>..."1J.tted during the t.rlll • ..,,,, 
Boar<! of :;eview 11 ot tl.. o;::Wo" t!!"t the record or t.1al ia lcCal.ly 
sufficient to aUpJ.'Ort til f1ndin,:;~ of gillt:r and tho untonco. 

10. .. ... pe.w.Uy tor do.ort110~:O:":~;:::::~ in timo oC war is dea th 
o. oru,c!! oth~ r ..... 'I1ah.cen t c ::Ia1 direct (A.f 58) . 
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If3l'DepA:'t..=nt, 8:'anch Offico Qf 'nle Judge ".e!:n.cato G.lner&! wit.b the 
blro;>ean n.~~er or OperaUDlII. 6 JA!ll~'S TOI Coor..Al1l11r., 
:;oneral, Bu.-opoa.n 'nl ... ter CIt Operation, • .i.fO SZl, u. s . lr!:::7. 

l.. In the cu .. of Priv&te EDDIE D. SID'II! ()68964ls) . ~V' 
G,,,,,l.09th lnfa::.tt'J". attutioll 11 1nnt~ to the torc<:oin& hold:1n,s by U .• 
&u.rd of Review that t.he recol"d ot tri6.l i. l.&~ av.!tic1 .... t to ~~;C:"'. 
the u:lten<:e , which hold!n& 11 hereby "Wl'Oved. Under th .. protisten. 
ot ~t1ela of ',Iar S~. you now han authority to order execution of th 
se:lter\ce . 

2 . nul i. the first death sentenCe tor desertion which. ha. rne .... 
me lor ~Uo:l. It 1a .... obobly the Urst or the Idnd. ill t..':Ia k"r~c~' 
A..":;\.T tor over eizhty year" - then "I"<' none in "" .. ld :!1Ll' I. In th!o 
cue, the extl"e.;)II pena.!.t1 ot d~th "';>pOU' -.arra..,ted. 'ntil SOldier b.: 
per to=sd no mnt l:1ns du"~ . I:,. did not intend to. H .. deserted fro:; l..!. 
tT~p of fir~ whe. ... about to join the In!lI."lt'7 c=puoy ':'0 widell he ) ! 
be"" ~nlgncd. liie BUbee'lUent C<:>:ld\:ct 1..,.0 .. deUbcraUo plan to U<:\.:
trial and lnearcer .. ~on in a ,...fe Flace. Tl;e sentence adJuc1eed w» "" .... 
• eve,.., t.h .. ,. he Md lI-'lUcipat.ed, but the 1:!!position of ales< feVen 
eentence woo:.1d onl)- han accocr.!'l1shed t..~e ;lceue<Od'. purpose of n"",.l,.' 
hie incarceration ani co. ... ~ .. ~~r:t. ~efodrt frocl U.C da."l,;el"1 'IIh1c!:t .0 ~~" 
of our crc.ed Core", ere reqIdred t o face d&1l,y. Ei. unfevor <ible ~1"'''':'~'.: 
"'CON 1nd1e/ltel tt ... t he i. not .. .-o:-U:y subject I)f c:le=q. 

) . :;,,~n co;>iea or the JlIIblbhea order &.-e forward04 t.o thia off!:.. 
they ahould. be accocr,&n104 by 'the foregoi.l:ll hol.<!itIa . t.hie indors~"" • 
the r cord of trW ·lIh1.eh i, delhered t.o Y(l.l I:ere>r.l.th . The tile to' .. • : 

or t:;e record in this o!tice 10 c::.:: J:ro SS5S . For convenience o~ ref~~' 
ttl_e ;:>lace t/'.at. !lU::Ibcr in brac!i:eU .t the end o r t t.o ore.r : (C;.:::::t. 
SSS5 ). 

I.. Sho\Il.d 1.1".0 Ic:>t\lIlee .. : 1,."lOeed by the c:urt &r.d con."1="'" t;; 
l"u be =i«1 into execution, it h requut.ed U\.iIt .. !'Ul.l co:." of \J",. 
proceedinCs he CO .... m-deocl to this ortiee in order t..~:Lt itl ttiu 'o.lo1 ,~ 
co~ete. 

1 ..:Icl . 
Record o r ":'rial. 

!: . C. :!c:fm. 
Erigadier ':e;,eNJ. , United ::;t~tee 1.r=;J . 

k:deta..'1t J~e ,,o!V<)¢l.t.e (;oner...l. . 

'- . , 
:») ... 
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J 

:tI •• P_ liidlUram 
l)l2 'UddlehlOnt ~.CI 
-.onOCI. Ohio 4420) 

, 
~ Ill' 

tilt. U 1n rupl,. to 10ur btu .. of 8 April 1914 concurlio, Ehe murt~ 
_nlal and a:ACllttcm of Prlv",. r.<:Id1. ll, Slovil< .. 

I" • latur, IIbot.4 27 r-~ •• r 1953. addr.aaecl throu"" ~ •. A. ?a.rce, 
of ..... U. 510_ ... 4 Pearce. lac • • to Jb" "'11th=- IradlorJ. uta, I" .. jor 
,",ural Sor.u .... Cot •• beOld tIIU b, eoul4 .ot Awl tile ",_0lIl lIby 
he "ad ckbu4 tr_ rrl .... t. GlovU.', _.taoao tbe VOl'''' ... n.dn1.q tQ 
• 4UhDDDUOle dhcharp .and the forfdtu ... of all p,,, and .Uwanc. . 
e. f1Ut1>.r n.ued that b ..... _4 that Me ."don "ad ._ t_OII bec.&Wa 
of advi.:. 110" "1.1 ,tdt Jud.,. U-.:ata thn the _I.e ... 1Ior" did. _t 
, 1'0000rly halo .... 11:1 t n ..... tance, 

CeIM'Cal Cota' .... u.ption " .. cornet . lb ... tatC ju4 .. advocat. of die 
28tb Iufatltl"J' Cli..uion 11.01 ,dri.ed. GaME'&! (;ota tbat The ,.ou"ea 
ia .xc:aal" 1rI th.t than 1.1 CIO .u.thorlty lor • «Iurt ·.rth.1 to 
UIpo" dtsnOl1(lub}. dbmar,. .,d total forfdtllX'M 111 addition to 
d.atll for v1otaUoQ of Artiel. of \;a1: 58. 

Ie ..., ca.fI, tbe •• .,teo...- ot eo. eDUlCt ·_etlal wouLt h.". •• d GO .thet 
OIl dtber til. p.,.. .. ' of PII)' ~d e1l.ov ... _ or the P.,._Dt of til.- ur. 
t .. urea..-. kg .... of •. lloe_"u pcld for PrivU<II $lorlk >lbU .. he. vu 
i ... 1Ioa-,..,. st., .. , lIu ,.,. acCOUllt reU .. etd • b~.,. ot U:'.:'l ...... 
th. elli e.d St at .. (;o".~ .. t. Th. lif. i_\OC"~.,. p..,..ntl ... ..a.d.lI:btare. 
by tll. Ve t ar_ ' AcI.1.,t.tratioa. It lIbould b. lIotU: tn..t the pertl ...... ' 
1_ ,rond_ 110 u.ur.ca .hall b. P"7.,le for deetb ufUeted ••• 
tllr II1UU.ry •.• oft ..... . 

SiII.,.rdy ,~.~ 

(liT Anthony! ptlcI1S6-U9J /8Hay14 

• 
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OFFIC~ OF THE CHI!~ 0' STAFF L ,,\ 

REFERRAl. SLIP 
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o ... .to ...... opy 

Cop)' ,,,,,,,.he<! '0 , 

WALTER W. PLUMME.R 
C~'cnel, OS 
Deputy s..ctlrtuy of 

the Cen""tI Slelf 
(Stan Se,vice.) 
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Th" P",sident 
The Whit" Hause 
Wo.nington, D. C. 

Mr . Pre,ident: 

-";'1 Via Gorrion 
Mi"sion Vi lljo, California 92675 
April 19, 1974 

I 
Hopefully , you are owere of the rece,,' rlCtoriety fended to the television film 
entitled: "THE EXECjJtlON OF P~lVATE SLOVIK ." After the film was circd, 
I was compo!l .. ~cd the oook to escertoi" ,imUodty of feet . The boo~, in 
my opi",o", more vividly eeto;!, the otroclty commillfld o:;lo;nst Mr. S!ovi;'; tharl 
the film . 

I Fee llhot il is imporolive thai some d~9r"e of ro.litulio" be afForood Mrs . Slavik. 
Corlai" ly, ,he should '.:lc"iv" Pvt . Slavik', ;",uro"e" mo";,,, . This is such a ~mall 
toke" who" compored to the injustice don" to bolh of tham. Further, every cff.:.rt 
should be made 10 have Eddie resl bes,""', the alher men who gave their lives for 
their country , 

Whorl apprised of lho facts , il is irlconeeivable to me how one could judge Ihe "'''n 
a coward . He .imply slated hi, limila tiom and made no secrel of the fact lhat 1m 
would go to any mearl, "aT to hove to fight . Hasn't it bean .aid Ihot a wiso mcn 
knows his limilotic".? A,suredly, he did ""t staal away in the dork of th .. n;ght 
a. i, the woy of a true coward . Hi, sentenca did not befit the crime! 

Mr . Huie, tl>e author of the book, stale. thol this execution caused con.lderabl .. 
emborranment to mc"'y men in e.teemed po,illor" . However, too much time he. 
po.sed o"d emborra.sments should be csided SO the entri",ic va lues our men died 
for co" be upheld . 

Purportedly the execufio" was oor>e a. 0 deterrenT to Furura dasarlers, yet no ana 
knew iI {the execution1 had token place SOVe for thow few involved . Surely, 
Ihis in it$f)1f i, 50ffie admission of guilt 0" the powers that be . 

Seing a compansionale man, and one who also hc. bee" uniustly accused, 
pray you will use the influence of your Ofiice to take whatever measures neces
sary 10 see that same farm of justice is carried forth . 

Re~ctfully yours, 

WH 

, 



:tMJ-CC 

tIra _ Dorodly W _ lt~ .. 
]211 Tall,...ood Llr1ve, 'S 
Yayett .. v1U .. , /(Grth earol1l1a 28303 

l)eaar :-In. 110 .. : 

~ 6 APR 1'J74 

'!'his 18 1n reply to YQur Lotter of 1S Karch 1974 con(!8l:n1ng u:IIecutions, 
daB .. rt101l8. and lIbaenen without 1&a_ io th .. Unite.<! Stlltes ArrrrI. 

ThE: GOurta-IIUlrUa1 llUmual 111 WI'" in 19~4 expla!n.ll aba .. n"" w1thQut l",a ..... 
1n ,l,n:1cle of War 61 as tol.l.ow. 

My person .... j.et. to IldUt.ry laI vho fa.ila to npair at the f!nod 
tiM til the pro~r1y appointad pla"e of duty, or .... fro. aa. v:l.thout 
pl:aper lee .. e, 01: "aentto hi_elf ft .... b:la COIa'IDd, f.UArd, quartere, 
ataUon, or ca.AP Without proper leave, sh.a.l.l be punbhad as a court-lIIlrtial 
lilly direct . 

Article of War 58 atat ... , 

'lleaartiOJl 1& aba .. n.,. !l1thout lea"", IIccOIlIpanied by th .. intillntloo Dot 
to return, or to avoid hwosrdous duty, or to st.1rk 1"'1'ortalll; service_ 

The )/8nu&1 prov.1dee further, Any pereon eubject to .tUtery 1 ... who 
dQerta or attRq>U to d .. art th. a .. rvica of tlte Un1c.d Statea shlll1, 
i.t the oUeue be eo~tted in U- of V81:, autf.: death 0: IUch othe: 
pun1.ahlll8llt 811 • court· ... tr1al may direct, Cld, if tlla offana", be """.;1tted 
at. any other ti.e. any pun1eh"ot, .,.ceptio8 dead!, that I <:ourt ... artial 
lOA,. direc:t. 

Privata eddie Slavik vas 1I0t die 0111,. .oldier eneuted during World W'lr II. 
Ue Vb, however. tile only O(le who "nffered ther. a"treae penalty soh1y 
fOI: a d .... ertloo offense. 1'1.ve othe:r tudiv1duala var. eueutad by firtna: 
squad for" variety of .. ultiple offenses, which. Ullua11y included !IaIr-dal:. 



JMJ CC t e A~ 1974 

,Ira. DorQth,. W. IIHI. 

Ourba World \lu U .P1Inud..tol,. 61 .0ldion _n "cllt.d b,. b .. Jlllilt. 
til ... oc.currocI .. odd..."l .... but DOt u th. Ul>.l.u.d 5tH .. l'bclpliNry 
iIIarr.a.. Port 1AIiII .. ""orth. J: __ • \lII;lrha tb. poIr1od 1950 throvah 
13 April 1961. iii .... C.IIU_ vu. "GDd .. "ud at ,..,rt LII ... ...,orth by 
buI,iIIl. tlaN .. lDcluded "rar, n,.. ad roblt.ry ... 1tb ~1A&t1_ 
01 evo or all of tho IItU" off_ ... 

'lb. -m pW.a~t for <l .... rtl_ t.Oda)t. 1a tt. of ..-. 1.11 fh. 
,._n. lb. _t .. rio •• ,..d.f1uU_ -.dar thta charp 1.11 ..... m"" 
.. lth 1at ... t to .90101 ta.u.r ..... <lIlt}'. 

S1aurd,. ,oUR. 

~ , 

1. S t . t ~ t1".1 i n format ion f"rn l .hed by 11", Coleman . JMl-CC . 
2 . Arti "le. o f W.~ 'l.uoUd dlr."t ly ftoll Man"a.! for CM. 1.928 

li r Iloblnaon !pv,,!756-1L93126Apr74 

, 

I 



ROUTING AND TIlAN$/ooI;"~'~"~';U~'=:::~;J.~;'~ 

1.. The attached latte:r ot 15 March 1.914 tr .... 
(Hr".) Dorath;r W. Ralili. )211. Tal.lywood 'Dr. I S. 
Fay&tterlll". we 28)03, is tOl"ll'ard"d tor 
appropriate action and d1J'f1et l'!Jpl;T. 

2. Mrll. Roll" WIlli not1t1ed of th18 rererral by 
I». 'Onl 209. 

[)o NOT 

D. rImE 
General Retel'e1llOtl Branch 
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De ..... rea.nt of elMJ Army 
Hjstorical In£orllWltioll 
Thill PdntagOn 
1f.,.h1rrgeon, D.C. 

G<lnele.c>9n, 

]211 rallywood Dr. " 
f.yettevJlle, N.C. 2'30] 
March 15, 1974 

After watching tlHJ BOvle concerning Pvt. ~di. Slavik. the ~ldler who v •• 
,,:recuted vIa firing ..,ua4 1n 1945, r have 500. questic,.. t~t I would lik. to 
uk lind hoi"" ." ...... red. During' hi. era in the .. rvlc.. wholt constituted desertfon 
lind what constituted AMOLl 

I have been told that Slavik v •• the only one .:reeuted vi. t1r1ng squad but that 
other men have been SXlnll1hed or murdered by ""1191119 lit Ft. Levenworth, KiInUII. 
If this 1. so, what "' •• the r ••• on they ""re hoIInged lind .... re lI"!, of eM ... for 
d"sertion. 11_ "'"Y 1M"" t.e" Mnged. when, end for "'holt " •• 8O"lI1 

Is Slavik the only ~rMJn tholt b.l1I ever desert.., .nd .. hat 1,. the punishment for 
thi. todlly? 

A pEOIIlW repllj at !lOur .. rIie.t convenience referene. to thi. _tte ... shall ~ 
IIppr..,ll1ted. 

Respectfully your., 

4--~y-CL' ./ ~ 
(lfrs.) DOrothyJ. Ro •• 
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behalf of Pre5ident Nixon, 10m 
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JIoAJ t\: 

""". .'u rl L. Dat. 

.... _r. .... 1'. ~ ... , ...... Ud:patl'. tit tho i~iUOD of • lilli, 
_n ...-t.~t .. oul4 CII:lly ia .... ICC!M9'llill..:l tiUI KCWIe4'. p~. 
or oDtailll.i .. t~ fro. dI .... ~pn .bid> lab _ ... _n r.qui",. 
to f_ ally. 

All of tJw __ faceon ahould III re."'Ad. tlblG ntavth; to .... r 
ICIIIUI tba ttl,...,. of rrl .. atl 51."tk'. ~O. 

I tr.t tnat tilt. prort .... the tnforaattoa.,ou '''In. 

CP: 
DACS- XSw , 1011 5293, 19 Apr 76 (2) 

An thany If'olc./7S6-1193/22Apr 74 

51nQllnl, ,OU", 

I.Aoin"llCl B. V1Ll. rA i!i 
Irlp.dtlr Gaolr&!. 1I5A 
t.u18t.ut Jud. MYOcllU oAQ&(al 

(01' .I11HII'J t.ar 
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JAAJ Cc 

tlr. Juri L. Hale 
5872 Sout3Ut liarDe)' DriV<'l 
Apartlllllnt R 
Portland, Or8SOu 91206 

u.,ao; J;;r. lIala' 

, 

On be1lll.i£ of I'rt!1I1.wnt tii"l'lJD, I IIIIl replying to yow: lacter pmlOII.rk.~ 
/I. April 1:174 :':"aardinll the epurt-!ll4ttie1 iIln<l """""tinD of Privato I;ddie D. 
Siovik. As lIIuclI II!J he would llka to. dlll l're.dd.ORt CJUUlor nlply parsonal.ly 
to every collHllllicllticm ho noceiwa, 1'b<!!ret"m, lIe has qlu!tl the ""l':U:tUJll;Dt:l
and age.nG1ea of the Federal GoVOl'i!lIBnt to reply ill hill behalf in thQilo 
llU1talu:1!8 ... hel"" they h"ve "pecial kTIQWl .. dsa DC ""udal eurh"rity untlot 
t:.he lRW. For thia O!3IJon, your eorra&p"udance ~ ... fOrllerdn,r to offid.h 
of the lIaparttllllDt of DefenDe, 

Your <:ol!ill.mta concar:ain~ this """"" are cert&1.uy ""darl;lt_dabill. War 
1.8 .w..IlYs tragie in :l.i;II c.otl.equan""~. 

One should, h""""eo:, be wary of thl! false clal.'ity of hindshht. When 
jud~nt ~aa pssscd on Private Slovik. thia "GCinD va. env.~d in II 
daapC!rat" strugsla ... :1tll II Jlowar which hnd .:I'd d.m.g • ."" .. ly do ... to 
e119h.villll ... "nJdnd. The liVG.II of tl .. ,uallDW., both thoa .. on me b>!\ttl.e.£icld 
.... well lIS tll08. in tb .. inf"",o"" deatl' ~.Bl!l/'R af th .. Third i«lid" d"pandad 
upon tha rapid prosecutio!) and tal"llinetion or the fighting. Shortly dur 
Private Slovik'lI trial, Iu:lerl"QIl for<:ell in n .. llJf.um vln>!. .uffl!rlnll l.elR')' 
CQualties in the <!.OOI;ly CH\lIl.atW>t ... bid, b.as ""!IE to be knoom, .... th .. lJ«ttla 
of th .. Bulge. 

W"ulln the. Army t.&abtQllt Jud.p Advota .. _ CGnfttal transmitted til .. Board of 
Ravi_'a ,iec1a1on. i.n tha "mi. to c.n.rAl. Ii:1sWtbwGI:, the till'" Co"""-'UIcan~ 
IAnR .. al, Buropean Theau,,:- of Cpcrationu, for Id ... coJtllidorilt.ioll in det.er
ud.oinil .. heme" to approve ""d ordar th" ... ntanee e.xa",,1:&i. til .. [all01-11111' 
po1at'" wete .... de. Prl.vat .. Slavik had l'erfanN!d no frant .U .... duty and 
ids conduet ds:oon.otn.ced A delib"rnr:ft 1n""nt to A'laid !lUcl\ hm:arda"" 
.... m.,., by obellininll tn"arcerttiaD in "!lain t>la~. '111 .. BetlUl!.C4 adJudfl'ld 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARM) 
O"-F'CI': 0 .. THor GENERAL COUN&£\. 

W ....... 'NGTON . D.C. ~o.I,g 

24. APR m~ 

Honorable Lucien N. Nedzi 

House of Representatives 

• 

Dear Mr . Nedzl: 

This 18 in further reply to your letters to the Secretary of Defense 
and the Secretary of the Army regarding the court-martial and execution of 
Private Eddie D. Slavik. 

Private Slavik was convicted by a General Court-~~rtlal for absenting 
himself ~lthout proper leave from his orsanlzation to avoid hOEordous duty 
and to shirk important service, that is , action against the en~y. He wsa 
sentenced to be shot to death with musketry. Although there were other 
executions during ~v~:~ War II . Private Slavik was the only individual 
executed for desertion. 

Wilen judgment wall passed 00 Private Slovik, this nation was engllged 
in an all-out war with a power which was dedicated to enslaving the world. 
The lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield as well sa those in 
the infamous prisons of the Third Reich , depended upon the rapid prosecu
don and termination of the fighting . Shortly after Private Slovik's 
trisl , forces in Belgium became engaged in what became known as the Battle 
of t he Bulge . Ileavy American casualties were being sustained while the 
r ecord of trial was under review; indeed the succeSD of the Allied campaign 
was uncertain at the tiae. This undoubtedly had an effect on the officials 
who reviewed the sentence of one whu refused to right in the fsce of the 
enemy _ 

The specifi c teasons for npproval of the Rentence for Private Slovik 
are given tn the attached indursement signed on 6 January 19~5 .. -hen the 
Army Assistant Judge Advocate General transmitted the Board of Review ' s 
deCision in this case to Genersl Eisenhower , who was then the Commanding 
General of the European Theater of Opetations , for his consideration. The 
r eview and the subsequent approval of the sentence were made in full recog
nition t hat Private Slovik would be the ftrst Ametican soldter to be 
executed for desertion since the Civil War _ 

• 
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J 

lIonorable Lucien 11. Neeld 

Pr ivate Slovik and several others who were executed OVCC8e48 for 
serious cr~e8 co~tted during World Wac II were buried 1n an isolated 
area which wa. available 1n the Otse-Ai.ne A=eriean Cemetery. To cnsure 
anonymiry, the sraves were identified only by small, individually n~bered 
grave ~rker8. In an effort to protect the privacy of the relatives and 
friends of thos .. buried chere , • polley va. I!8tabl1ahed to rostrict any 
pub1iclty or v~lt. to tbs plot. Periodically , this pollty is reviewed; 
to date it hal not been thanBed. 

Because of the natura of the offen.e for which Private Slovik V8S 
convicted, Mr •• Slovik 18 not eligible for any benefits .d~ln18tered by 
the Departaent of ch. Army. Any benefics or ••• 1st8nce , which may be 
aval1able to her from other agen~ies of the Federal Government, are 
deterBdned by the ape~ifie agency involved. Accordingly, I would recom
mend that you refer your Question on life inaurance to the Administrator 
of Ve t etDnS Affaira , Vaterans Adminiatration , Washington , O. C. 20~20. 

I hope this information , which repreaenrs the polition of the Depart
ment of the Army now , •• well al during ths 1950'1 , will be useful to you. 

• 

Sincerely , 

w. Berry 
Genenl Gou"".l 

, 
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r.~r De:xrt.::.~rlt , !lr;l..'lch Ofti co "r Th~ Jl:dec :'1 '1oentc Q<:ncr:l.l. ,111..'1 th~. 
E:.!ro;>C3n The;:t~r of O~rOltions . G Jr,!! E~S TO: CQr.:--..4"'d.1n~ 
GencrJl , 3\:.ropean 'ille:.ter of Oyeratio,u .... ro Ca?, U. S. J.:rtq . . 

1. In tt:e ea~c of I':'iv,lle E!l:>r:: D. 5!.O'!lJ( 0639(415) , CC::;l-\.-.y 
1:.,1091..'1 L.r~-:t"'l, attentio.'l 11 i:lYiteo! ~ :J:e ~o~e£:Oi.~ holdir .... by ~! .• 
Soard of ?c'r!."", th .. ~ the r c~;:-~ o~ t::-1;.2 is lc,r;&lll allfficic;)t to ~Il;:;>: :-'. 
U,e u,,~,,-.,ce , ,,!-.ich ~old!r.£ is l:ercl:y a;:::r'Oved. t;::der the r:-oviJiot:, 
of .[-rUcle of ',;;1.1' 50.! . ;:.:ou 1".011' h;lve :."th,,:-it)' :.0 order execution of ~' .• 
• ""tenee . 

2. Th.h h t he f1r~t dut.. ... t ~ntcnce tor desertion r.hich. ha3 :-uc~., 
r:e l or eXol:::,! .. ,,,,tion. I t h ;>roc:'!>ly t.'lc r1r"t of the llnd in t.'l c k,.:!c " .. , 
}..-::~, fer o,'cr cl.=,!lt." yo;..:' s , .. t!'.e r c 'lIcre n~ne in ;7orld :,;:u" I . In tl".!. 
cue, U'C c:<'.l"c;;:e ;l'lr. ...... t:r o~ <!c::.t.h :I??e~:'"s >:J.:-r:l:: t cd . This eol<lie,. b: 
pcr!o,.::~:!. no f ,. .. nt 11n~ <!u~:; . !:e did r.ot inte;::d to . !~o d;'serted !ro::. :.! . 
/:,. :tUp of fif teen whe:! ob~"t to join the i:1f::::tr, ec.""l~1\t' ':'ol:!Ueh h. ; .4 
hcn ;:.ss iU,~d . Ii~s a;:b~."".n~ eo:,cI'd :r.O:·:5 a. <!el1b~I"::~a rl ... 'l to t«~:· 
trie.l a..'ld :1n~3.,.e~r'"t!or. 1.: '" ute ~::ae~ . ~,e a.e,.,~enee IIdJuct:::oc! otJ.' ::):-> 
~eve\"e t,,:>.'l he ~.ad ""'lt1dF"'t:d, bu~ :.ne i.";?08ition of 1\ l .. !< 5e',ere 
sentence .-:~.!lc! .m1; 1I1l.· .. e lIeer. )lbht! the ;:.ee'is~d ' s f'',:rr,0311 o~ ".\lrl~, 
his i::~=ee,.e ~lo;:: ;l.r"; e~ .. ~~~.::~"t frr A :!"", !:"(I:> U-,':: dn.'li>~rs '>'!lie;, n :"''1.':; 
o! ou\" .. ,.;:e:l foren =_ ,.e:;~i\".d t:> r~e" d;" ;' . I:1s Il.,r:lvor"';'h ~J. .• "!.:::.I\ 

,., reeol":!. !';".d.e:l t es ti.lt he is roOt:l >1,)\":.(0.;, su:;eet o~ ele::~:!c7 . 

, . :lnen eopie= o! t~,e ;rul;:l!sh= o~~r ere. ronrardcd to till. o~tl< ,. 
t.he:r s;,o:o!d be :lc:Cl::I~":I1ed b:,. 'the !ore;::ol ;::: holdir..g , t!U, 1rn:~rn~~".~ ..... 
t he r_c~:,j or trial "hieh it c~l1\'e\"c<l to ;'O'J t.c,."m.!.h . Tho rile ~""bo:r 
or t.:,e r ceord in thh orfice l" c:;::-.o .55S5 . ~·or ecnvcniQt)co or ,.~~~: . .. ', 
p.'eu~ ;:lace tl':at nlcle r in l;r:le!:e t~ at ~ho e:::d of t!:o oro" .. , (c:: :;:-:. 
.5m ). 

:. . ~hcu1c t~" ~e:1teneo es b:=osed by 'th~ c"'r~ lI;:>d con!'il":".-:-I t·:.· 
)IOu b" c:.r .. led tnt..o "x~e\ltion , H 1s re'lue~t":l tt~ t .. Ml '''';OJ' of ~~.~ 
",roceedincs b" f", ... ;.:.nJad to this o!r1ee in or.!e,. tbt H s file:! !:';;'l be 
;"'''I'lete. 

l ~·nel: 

ReCord o f ·:r l1l.l. 

!;. C, ::c:r.:lL, 
!:rl;:;:I~tr.r ':::·,,,,·a1 , lniLJ ,,~~t,:, :.r:~' , 

ALs1~ta.."; t Jl.4~c ,,~vo<:;.t" Ccr.cr •. 1. 

(3<lnt.eneo onle~d t)l ecul~d . GCll'l Zl , ETO, 2) J"" 1'J4.5 l 

I . 
< , 

(------_. 

J 

• 

• 



JAAJ-CC CM 290~98 

Mr. Charles P. Barker, Jr. 
720 Melany Lane 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Pear Mr . Barker: 

80907 

Reference 10 made to your letter dated 18 March 197q wherein 
you request a copy of the record of Prlvate Eddle O. Slovik ' s 
trlal by general court-martial. 

This record of trial 1::J ava.11able in my office and may be 
perused any day Monday through Friday between the hour" of 
7;45 to 4:15. In the alternative, you ~y obtain a copy of 
this record of trial by sending to this offioe a certified 
cheek or money order in the amount of $6.20, made payable 
to the Treasurer of the United States. 

AO; HEARRELL/pls 

Slncerely your::J, 

ABRAHAM KEMROIf 
Clerk of Court 



• 

Charles Barker 
720 Melany lane 
Colorado Springs , Co 10 

Judge Advocate General 

Dear Sir , 

t-larch 18 , 1974 

80907 

I am a high school student at Cornado High School in 
Colorado Springs , Colorado . I intend to finish high school 
and , become a lawyer . I run thinking very strongly of going 
to rort Monroe , Virginia to study Military Law . I intend 
to render my services to my Country by serving in the Judge 
Advocate Corps . 

I would like to know if it would be possible to obtain 
some information? The information I seek is the Court~arshal 
File of a P,F.C. Edward Slavik. 

It has come to my attention that this man wss Executed 
in Paris in 1944 or 1945 for treason and desertion of his 
Post . I alse understand that he was the only man Executed 
during the 20.!dJ. Century by Military Courtmarshal. 
Being the most famous of military Courtmarshals with the 
exception of the Courtma.rshal of General Billy Michel . 
To better understand Military Justice and Courtmarshal 
proceedure , I would like to read the transcript of the trial 
of the above mentioned P. F .C. Edward Slovik . I would 
appreciate it greately if you would make this file availible 
to me . 

Sincerly yours , 

~~/;., H ,d .. ~;;:£., 
v 

Charles P . Barker Jr . 

I 
J 
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DRAr!r 

,.., 
'Ih1. b 1.11 rer_"lIce tq 70UZ iJlqu.117 1.D. beb&l..t or 

-1-',,,,, co...wh\,oO.(~ d<; 
reprd1ncA,Pr1nte Eddie Slo.,1.Ir.. 

....... =-c 
Mr. ".." lec./10922 

"" apprond. 11' ...... ueeuted,t..31 JuUU)' 19115 at Ste. Mart •• "lC'JItou 

(Toaau) France. 

!be Z"OCClro. turtber eo. that litre. 810rtk ..... notit1d b1 telc&r&a 

OQ ~ hblNN7 1945 or tb. U&t.1!. or bel" luabazl4. 'Ih1 ...... eoatlned 

b7 lettel" h'aa !be M.jlltalt GezlenJ. aud Z7 hbnlU')' 19115. 

gaft 1.a ~ vith .. ..u _~W -.z'Ur nth ao 1.s.atU':r1ll& 

.-.r. 
• 



']he :final dhpod tiou or the reu.ia.. of the Dead or Worl.d Val" II .... 

CNT1ed out UQder the proY1.10fl of Publ1c lAw 383. 79th Conp-e.' ."d 

I'IIbl.1c :r- J66. 6Jtb Cocl&re" vh1c:h _tbor1ud tM Seent.-.:r7 of v.r. 

reque.te4 retllnl or hi. boc1.1 aDd 111 tile .bHflce or web req .... t. hi. 

re.a1ne were 1II.terred 10 O1ee.A.1l;De Ce.eter;y, P'Nnc.. A prortl1oa. 

t1oa. of the u ine _ II:Id atWr Deeeabcr 31 • .1.951.. 

( BI=e&u.M or hi •• tatll.l be waUd IIOt be .upbLe for bul"11l 111 • 

~, ..... -"'''7 Wd-eo.. 

• 
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All of th. __ factIOn ab-.lot ba i "lIrN vb_ ac~d. .. to ~r
ac...d tali t'C"..,ad,. .f rrl ... u 1l0'f1.lr. 'II c. •. 

.. ..,1 .• * by tb._ -..erath. accot6el. tlr. 'Jt.lU .. IIradford \ltd., 
the ... dulI: of the hoI< _ Prl .... u Slov1I<', cu., .of'II tb_ DI..,ty ,. •• n 
,..o, 1t wCNld DOt .,..'" tbat ttl ...... b_ II ..... r..t_ .f tb. 
arideA_ IIOr tba utur. 

1 tr ... t thu tbb p['On ... til. intonation you oS.ln • 

• bOlnoly,.OIIn, 

CI' : 
CSA Exec 

~ ilnthonyl{Nc/ 7S6-1193/UApr 74 

, 



1'Ir. th_ D. Gillett 
But Il.lsh Sc:bool 
1801 £ .... t I'.ail! StrHt 
lltId._ur, II .. York 14609 

Ileat Mr. Gillett' 

, 

• 

This t. in reply 
Crll:l.ghtClll Abr_ 
Eddia D. Slavik. 

to ,"ol,lr J..ttl!Y of 16 ~rch 1974, addruud to General 
COIlen .. J.n. tbe court- .... rtial .nd a:ac ... tton of Pt1.vau 

Your =-ntll c:o-.u:erninl this <:as"' are e.".,u.1lll.,. undantaftdllble. War 
U algA,.. trape in lUI cOIWIeq.,.ncea. 

One sbould. h_ ..... "'. ba vary of the fili .. chrlty of \druieiaht. Wban 
judg:ant .... pM •• on Privata Slovik. thill IIal:iou "as aOBaK4!d ill a 
<leaperate atrua.gle vita • -power wbl<:b had co. d_8*1;o_l,. elo .. , ttl 
.... lav1na 1IWlldnd. TIl. U ... a of tho\l8anda, both th.,.. on tho hattlafhld 
.. vaU .... tllO;l\lO 10 the int....,,,,, death ""'PI' ot tho third R<licl\, depended 
upon the rapid pto .. cutlon and tendllat.1on of tho !1Shtinll. Shortly after 
Private Slavik'. trilll, All.-dCCl fotcH in lIela! ........ n Gutfering he.avy 
C .... ua1U08 in tho o"azy ol1ll14\l8bt vhicl\ II .. eo .. to b. known .. tho 
Bartl. of tho Bulge. 

Willi" the '\l'IIIY I\a"utaat Judp Ad_cate Ge.naral tr_adttad tho Board. of 
'lavi_'. dec:Uion in thie c •• to een.n.l Eie.nh""e." tb. then Co-.ndinS 
GaoerN., El,lnopflaft th •• t • ., of Operlll;!MlII. for M. ta,.i600.,ation in deter
.1ain,"hether to "Ppro,.. ... d order the .eatenca a.wtad, tha tolJ.gw1ag 
poiau ven...sa. Prl"ata Slowik bad p'..,to~d no r.,oat line duty omc! 
bU conduct. ,,-... tntad a daUba .... ta iatent to avoid auell bUlll'dous 
•• rrlce. by obtaillina inc:arcaratiQQ 111 a uta plae.. the .entonCfl adjudgad 
., .. mont • .vex. than b. bad mtid.pated, buc tha i"POIIit1on of • laalt 
...... r .. punUh ... nt would on.ly ha .... acto ... l.hh.d the act.-ad'. pUE'J'O-'e. 
of obtaining fnt.da. hOJl tho .... chlnge ... with hia eouadea "era 'required 
to fllca da1..ly. 
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General Creighton ~. Abrams 
United Satee Army Chief of Staff 
The Pentagon 
Waehington D.C. 20)10 

Dear Si r. 

East High School 
1801 Eut lo1a1n Street 
Rochester, New York 14609 
March 16 , 1974 

I am a high school Er~lish teacher. Many etudents in my 
classea viewed ~The Execution of Pvt . Slovik~ on March IJ , and 
we diseuseed the television-film at length in elaslI . SOllie etu_ 
dents are now reading Mr. Hule's book about the incident . 

During our discuesionll, a nWllber of Questions Wers raised 
about the justics of the Wtrial w snd sxeeution . I and My students 
wonder how a nation professing our high ideals could exterminate 
euch a pathetic individual aa Eddie Slovik while hundrsds (thousands?) 
of othsr deserters , draft dodgsrs , blaek-marketeers and varied 
criminals went either unpunished or receivsd light penalties. How 
do you respond to auch Queries? Aleo , why waa thie information 
eupresssd for 80 many yeara? '''''hat are your pereonal opinions 
concerning this example of army justice and effieiency? 

It is impossible for me , with my pereonal sensitivities , to 
defend in any way the amy ' e handling of the Slovlk affair . My 
etudents and I agree that the Uni ted States Army should be invited 
to answer the questione raieed by this televiaion program and our 
subsequent diacuaeione . 

I cautioned the~ not to be eurprieed by no rBaponss l in fact , 
we expect our questiona to be ignorsd . -

Thie cr.es , unjust execution of a cowardly aocial cripple is 
a souree of deep ehame to me 88 an ~erican. 

Sincere l y yours , 

~/J~ 
Tholllas D. Gillett 



- , 
lIlr . Thomas D. Gillett 
East High School 
1801 East Main Street 
Rochester , New York 14609 

-. 
"/i"':>M "'" , 
",. -,."',., 
1\~;91~~~ .; 

GeneT",l Creighton 1'1, Abram$ 
United States Army Chief of Staff 
The Pentagon 
Washington D.C , 20)10 

A'¥! .t,.,-!q'~:,'; '~:'-
..,... !:". 

L!r' \.... C,. . --



JAAJ-CC (CH 290498) 
sus.n:cr, Gelll':ral '.oun-liattittl £dd1.e Slovik, ASN 368116413 

1'0; DAAG DAl'E: 9 Ap:r 74 c.'MT J 
tit lle!!iI'ClW/pwe/756-1888 

1. A nnw of the Il1lilld f'llP'CItS aeeomplD'ly.i"8 the tecord of tr:1al in the aubjeet 
esso indJ.ea.tea limited information lrVod.lllbl.e to 8IlSWilt tha general querl .... aet 
forth in the iucioaed letters. 

2. It U OUJ: vilN that the lIuru1tiOlllO pcrtllin.1ng to benaUes to .. urvivon 01' 
_nt>arll of the A.rmed FOrO!f'-8 "hould bl! "lIWered by offictllla of the Vet.:!rBnll 
Mmiointraticm. We DOte thae the statute "e:rraining to NSU I'IIJ'OO0ts provides. 
'N", iWiuraoeo 8ball be PlIYsble for deatb io£11<:(;ed ... fOl" military ••. offe""ea. 

J. The Pardon Attoroay, ilep&.rtll'll!nt of JusUOll., op:1oed in a latter, duel! 
'.I Sopt=e.l" 1960, !:hat the "Presidaot is Without nutbo:r:1tY to gnmt II posthumous 
pardClCl, ae <ielivary lind eeeaptlmc" are pnre'luisite to the validity of .. pArdon. 

J Inc! 

" 

,4t( 
ABlWlA1I !li'.HltOO' 
Clerk of Co\lI"t 



JA<\.J-CC (O! 290~911) General Court-Mania1 Eddie Slavik, .ASOi 36896415 

DMG--ZC .JAAJ-CC 25 tlllr 74 
CPT Antboll.y/pwej756-l193 

1. In aceorcian= with yoor U!que$t (DF to DAJA, dated 20 Mnr 7-4). tbe i.llclnsM 
"usg""ted reply 18 fOnlarded for you'l: tIIIe in replying to letters .,===10g th" 
trial ""d e:r.ecution of Private Slavik.. 

2.. Also inclosed, for your use, is .. copy of I:he opiJrl.on of Board of Review No.1. 
Branch Office. of The Judge AdvociI1:e General, e:ro, dated 6 Jan 45, and a copy of the 
lHt Indo~eQant thereto, dated 6 Jan ~5. in Private Slavik's case. 

ABR.'.IIAH NEMItIJll 
Clerk of Collrt 

-



OMa-=-< 
SlllIJECTt Cour1;-Mart18J. ot E<!d1a 8lovU, A8I' 368964~5 

00, .... 
1.. Jlat<:.l'dUIB 1a IIIII4e to J11 rrora thi, ott1ce dated. 00 Mu'eh 1974 (Inel.ollllnt 1) 
v1I.1eh t..,Qlolllld • ~ttel" to U. l':r'ea14<!l1t trolJI Mr. «nd Itr' ... J1a Leever. 
(IaclolllN 2) 

2 . lUrtna coordination with the ilhite Bowie I.1aiaon Olliee our reply baHld OQ 

1Dput :t'roIII "jOUl' office, va.. not aae.ptlld beC&\Uile thll IJP'Idt1c point.. IIMInt1oae!l 
in the LMver'. l.etter ve.re DOt addres..,g troa • ~&&l ata:Ddpo1Dt . Colcmal. 
Pl.IllImIo!t', liIh1te Haullll Lt.a1l1On Officer, directed this ~f1"'" to obt.l1A 1.06&1-
COQ.B1de:raUOIl of' We .. po1zltl" 

j. Attacbed at! Ineloe,," 3 ia another c ... received by this Om" 'W'b1ch r'e_ 

quru CQOrd:lJlaUon vith the Wh1te IIou.ee: LU.1_ O1't.lcer an4 ~'II<IB specific 
po1nta vh1cl1 no dau.bt rill haft t.o be UUlloJU"ed . 

II . In v1av or tile .boW. request :lnto:..t1on VII1Clh eilll be UlIOd 1n NBiIQIl.dtns 
to tho 1& __ l'&!sllld in wae two lot-ters. 

3 Inell 
vd incl 1., 2, and 3 
Ada",d 3 inua .. 



Dear 

This u. ill reply eo your leeter roogardina th .. court-\IIertial and exeeution 

of Privna. Eddie D. Slov1.lr.. 

Your co_nts "",nceming this <.:alUI. are eertainly ullda-ratandabl.e.. War 

is always tragie in its COllllequeOc:.ee. 

Onll "bould, h""evar, be wary of the fal..lle elarity of bindsight. Wb"" 

judgment v.u !,assod 00 Private Slavik., this nation Villi eng"'fI'1d in 11 

dMperate .truule with II p(lVer which had eQlS dangerDU!lly dnao to 

enalarln,g lIIankiod. the livi!JI of thoUiJand.8, both thoae on the battlllf:1eld 

...... ell .... Ul08" in the inflll!lOWl daath camps of the Third Ilflieh, dspended 

upon the rllpid pr....ac:ntion ;m,d tllrmination of the fiahtlng. Shortly aft .. r 

Privatll glovik's trilll.. American fore"" in !lalgiUlll \lE!r'O! "uttering h .... vy 

CWluBlties in the lI"emy onsll1ught which has C01Dl!l to be known lIS th .. 1II1tt:111 

of the SnIp. 

ilIum tile Anq MS1etAllt Judgs Advoeate Celleral trlmSmittel! the Board of 

Rltvi_'" dacl.sioo io this ",qe to General li1aenhOloler, the Chell eo .... .endiDS 

Gener41, Knrope"" Tllester of Operatioillil. fot ilia COD.IIidoration in deter

mining whether to IIPprow IIIld order th. lI"'eteuce executed, th" follolliDl' 

pointa ware ItIade. PriVllt ... SlovilL bad perfOl'llllld no frollt: line duty lind 

hiB con~uct de~nBtr&ted .. deliberfttll intent to avoid such haEardoua 

service by obta.inb\Q: incareeration in .. aate pl/lCll. The eentence adjudged 

-



.... aa IOOr8 .ever\! than h. h.d IIIIticip.t"d, but the impoaidon of a le.sa 

.e"'ere punish..-nt lIould only h .... al:<:<I"'Plishad tho sl:l: .. "d 'a purpose 

of obbdDin& rreed_ ftoll thos. d.angen ..midi his co1:lradu voro required 

to face dail.y. 

All. of tha abovil facto", should II .. tlllllllobend "hilI> sttllllipdl>S to o.mder

stand the tragedy of Pri",ate Slovik'a caea. 

I trust that dUa provldas the 1l>forlllSuoo you da.lra. 

Sincorely yours, 

2 
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DISPOSITIC. •• FORM 
~~=,. ""-------I 

DAAG-ZC Eddie Slavik 

"" 
1. The attached letterl received in this office reglrding the " ••• of Private 
Eddie Siovik, 3689641.5, au fOnlarded vlth requut for l.nforutlon upon which to 
b •••• reply. 

2. Slnee the ioforutton you provide will be uaed to f •• pond to other ,t.iter 
c •••• that Day be received, requelt your r eply be expedited. 

3. The .dlttary per.onnel recorda of Slavik are in the cUlfody of Hr. Miller of 
this office (OX 7-0922) if they are needed. 

FOR THE AD..JUTAN'I GENERAL: 

2 Inel 
1. \rill Cue 3631 
2. Ltt fm Hrs. Hulch 

~<>-fV j ~ LTC, AGe 
~ - Ex~utlve Officer 

...... c_, • .,.' ... .-, ".0 .• , 
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LEEVER, JA/eS A 

c.n n 

of Pvt Slovik, ~neCit. 

Coo~din.t. in order Ii.ted . 
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'.' \ . y )6618 Jackaan Dr. 
SWrl1n.r fish, Ja 118017 
March 11,1914 

tIr. MchU"d fl . lfi%'CIII 
au /)on ~ 

I), I,.' Pru1d«lt of tM United Stat .. 
~.eh1ngton. D. C. 

Albr rlP1n, tt. TV pr· ... nbUoli of t.h, 1UC00IOM OF PVT. SLO'Iltr, IV' Y1t. 

and 1 t .. l 1~1l.d. to 1ITlt.oo to 1011 to ott.r U." IJIIg.nlona. 'nl .... ot coar.., 

uti based 011 t.be "'\aptlone tbU the fach .. pru.nted 111 the tUa art hue 

and thq otl'r1ou.l;r did not h.,.. ICC'" to ill the tach ",min, P'rt. &01'111:1, 

Ut. II ",. did in till fio. In addition, th.,. were tryins to diacour ••• ot.M ... 

tr.. d ... rting, tNt app-nntl,:r didn't r .. ll,. btU ..... thdr pronow:IC:a.nt; of 

punil!llu"'nt vollld lJtand lipan ...-n.n by the 11.1'0'1 ... Bo.rd. 

Apparently. all 1nTolnd in Ull lne1d.nt. t ilt hi WI •• bra,.. Jlan and cutun--

1: not. • tra.1tor. 1111 w1.!. now li1' .. on ._ tOni of 11a1t.d .tat. aid, but 1.1 .... , 

in f .. r of that bdnl J-opard1 .. d. 8M h.q bel n haranlli and -.lao,t Ih .. in 

. l elDlion bfoloa. or ~ IX' Clltion of hlr hu4band. 

11. lItIilld IppilU to lUI that 111. Unit.td stat .. Qonmunt. ought to l Ot. nov to 

1) poat hlUOOlI.81,y ... !nsht. pn., Iddi. Slorlk ••• 801d.1.r in good uaadina 
with 01. Un1hd 51..1. .. ' nv. 

2) grl.llt hie w:I.J'. e JMn,ion ee UlCIUgh ht. Slorlk wee Idlll>d 1a ul1on. _d 

)) do . ... mhitle n.n .. U7 to r.Uor. the honor of UM ta11t.d Sl..It .. and 
that ot P'rt.. Slo'l'11r and hi, t_1l:r . 

Ttl ukno'ded,. \hilt. .... de • aiU •• 18 not • dp ot .. tIlm .... bv;t r.Uler 

of .tnact;h. tor 01\17 the A""I, ..t _.,.. C8a -'-11. th81.l' .rror.. 
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Vi('c-l'rE!r.idoll\' Gerald ;'ord 
1139111",\01'1 , J .e. 
Ju-i Ion W. loon', Jr . 
Durl"jnr:\,on Collt.:!;f) 
;;arrl:l;-tun , R. i . 02806 

Dear Sir : 

t:luroh 1} , 1 '174 

I have ju .. t ael"t\ the JIBC doculIIrntary , "The };xecution 
of .l:.uuic Slovik" . It ueeply auJdcned r::e and :<:ude Ille 
ush'll1'.ul til t r-;ut,;h a tnin:: .could h appen in our socie ty 
as ftj'p...relltlj dill . 

lLy l1ealn purpoflc in IYT!tinr, you ill not to brood over 
the ,lend u!.J/or pcrsl)':!' hav!n!' anythi:1 !' to do ;ri th his 
cxecutior. . J.OI'Il!'vc:r , his wife is still liv1n~ and s he 
has uenicd benefit s because of hi", 

Sincerely, 

• 

II fI ~1~9 

-~--~.-- -------
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Coordinat. r oply with ortloo or 

"'" 5".",le1 Aslll:a8Ilt to tho Sec,..te,.,. 
ot n.tODH. RoOII JE9<17. rOlltl\&on. 



JAAJ-CC 
Kiu Xl. W.1la 

hl1 conduct I d.1ib.rlt. lnt.nt to remain .at. and avold auGh 
dutJ by b.1ng a.nt.ne.d to prl.on. Th •• ont.noo adJudS.d was 
not what Prlvat. SlO?1k had anticipat.d . Th. 1mpo.1tion ot 
a 10 •• '.Yere pwnl.~nt would have accoMP11.h.d hi. purpo •• 
or obt&1nll18 h'eldom trOlll thoa. dancer ... h10h hie oo.l"ad.e 
... re l'equ1red to tao. d&1lJ' . All of th ••• tactor •• hou1d 
b. r._IIb.Nd wh'n att'lIJ)tlng to u.nderatand the tr.gedJ of 
Pr1v.te Slo~k'a •••• . 

I truat that thl. prov1de. the InformatIon JOU de.Ire . 

CF : 

SlneerelJ 1our •• 

, 
LAWRENCE H. WILLIAMS 
BrI,ad1.r aeneral, USA 
A"iatant Jud~ Advooat. a.n.ral 

tor Ml11tU1 La .. 

DACS_XS\ri , WH ~~35 , 3 Apr 7~ (2) 
• • 

C) .. YI 
v' C?~' Anthony/pls/156-.193/5AJ)r 74 

, 

• 



JAAJ-CC 

Mills JU. Well_ 
114 T~aoy Drive 

= 

Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 

Dear Misil Welle: 

• 

On behalf ot President NIxon, I am replying to your letter 
postmarked l~ March 1914 regarding the oourt_martial and 
execution ot Private Eddie D. Slavik. All much a& he would 
like to, the President cannot reply peraonally to every 
corm:nunieatlon he receives. Therefore. he haa aek ... d the 
depar~nt8 and agencies of the Federal Government to reply 
in hi. behalf 1n those instances where they have apecial 
knowledge or 'pecial authority under the law. Por this 
reallon, your cOl'1'8apondence VaIS tor.arded to 0[r10181.8 ot 
the Departm&nt of Defense. 

Your comment. conoerning this caaa are certainlY understand
able. War 18 alway. tragio In ita consequence •• 

When judgment was paalled on Private Slavik, this Nation waa 
engaged in a desperate struggle with a power which had come 
dangen:lusly oloee to enslaving IIUlllkind. The lives of tens 
of thousands, on the battlefield a& well as in the infamous 
death campa of the Third Reioh, depended on our ooncentrated 
tighting to bring about an early terminat10n of the war. 
Shortly atter Private Slovik's trial, ~r1can foreee in 
Belgium were engaged 1n what is known as the Battle of the 
Bulge where they suffered heavy oasualt1es • 

.... hen the .\rIllY Ass1stant Judge Advocate General aub1ll1tted the 
Board of Review's decieion in thle eue to General Eiaenhower, 
then Co~d1ng General of the European Theater of Operations, 
he pointed out that not only had Pr1vate Slovik performed no 
frontline duty. but Pr1vate Slovik had demonetrated through 
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Mi •• ~lm Wella 
114 Tracy Drive 
Crant. Pa •• , Oregon 

Dear Mi •• WIlla: 

97526 

Tnia i, in reply to your undated letter, regarding the court martial 

and execution of Private Eddie D. Slavik. Your comment. coneeeolna 

conl.quencea. 

Voen judgment wa. pa •• ed on Private Slovik, this Harion VI. engaged in 

enslaving mankind. The livea of tena of thou,anda, on the battlefield 

II well I. 1n tha infemou. death ca.pa of the Third Retch, depended on 

our concentrated fighting to bring ahout an .arly termination of the Vir. 

Shortly after Private Slovik'. t rial, American forees in Belgium were 

engaged in what i, known .a the Battle of the Bulge where they 8uffared 

Review', deciSlon in tht. c ••• to Generat Eisenhower, then ComDanding 

Generat of the European Theater of Operationa, he pointed out that not 

only had Private Slovik perfor.ed no frontlio. duty. but Private Slovik 

had de.oo.tr.ted through hi. cooduct • deliberate intent to re~ln I.fe 

and avoid such duty by beiqg sentenced to pri.on. The .entence adjudged 

w •• oot what Private Slovik had anticipated. The impOSition of a lea. 

Bevere punilh=ent ~uld have .cc~li.hed hil purp088 of obtainlng free· 

dom from thoae dlngera which ht. comrade. vere required to face daily. 

All of theae factor, ahould be remembered when attempting to under.tand 

-. 



Since ... l,.. 

1t.IClWlD NIlOIf 
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Execution of Pvt Slovik. 
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROUTING 

.~ •• ,~ .O~c. 
JOI", CHI." 0 ...... 

" 

1-_-1,':,00""' ''.>* " ... L Y "'TM 

"On behalf of President Ni",on, I Om 
" .................. 

APR S14 

Coor41uatl reply .1th ortl01 at 

"" Speolftl ~s1stftnt to the Secretary 
ot Defense. Rooll ~E347. i'conU'&OU, 

] , ... 0" ... "0" coPY , 



JAAJ-CC 
Mr. Steven Moore 

hill conduot a deliberate in'tent to remain satu and avoid such 
duty by being sentenoed to prillon . The sentence adjudged wall 
not what Private Slavik had anticipated . The imposition of 
II 1es8 severe punishment would have accompliehed his purpose 
of obtaining freedom from those dangers whioh hiB co~ade8 
were required to face daily. All of theBe factors should 
be remembered when attempting to understand the tragedy of 
Private Slavik'S CIIaa. 

I trust that this provides the Inf'ormatlon you. desire. 

CF : 

Sincerely yourll. 

,sIGNED 

LAWRENCE Ii. WILLIAl'IS 
Brigadier General. OSA 
Assietant Judge Advocate General 

for Mil1tar;y Law 

DACS-XS~I . WH /1435 , 3 Apr 7'1 (2) 

2 

, 



JAAJ-CC 

Hr . Steve Moore 
2600 Petworth Court 
C~ne1nnatl. Ohto ~5236 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

-

o 5 APR 'Il1~ 

On behalf ot Preeident Nixon, I am replying to your letter 
postmarked l~ March 1914 regarding the court-martial and 
executIon of Private Eddie D. Slovik. As much as he would 
like to. the President cannot reply peraonally to every 
communication he received . Therefore, he haa aaked the 
departmenta end agenctes of the Federal Government to reply 
in hie behalf in thoee inetancea Where they have epecial 
knowledge or epectal authority under the law. For this 
reason, your correapondence Wall forwarded to officials ot 
the Department of Defense. 

Your comment. concernIng this caee are certainly understand
able . War Ie always tragic 1n ite consequences . 

When Judgment wes paaaed on Private Slovik, this Nation waa 
engaged in a desperate atruggle with a power which had come 
dangerously close to enslaving mankind . The lives or tene 
of thousands, on the battlefield as well aa in the 1nfamoua 
death camps of the Th1rd Reich, depended on our oonoentrated 
fighting to bring about an early termination of the war. 
Shortly after Private Slovik ' s trial, Amerioan torces in 
Belgium were engaged in what i8 known as the Battle of the 
Sulge where they sutfered heavy casualtiee. 

When the Ar~ Assistant Judge Advooate Oeneral submitted the 
Board ot Review'a 4ecision in this 08se to General Eisenhower, 
then Commanding General of the European Theater of Operationa, 
he pointed out that not only had Private Slavik perfOl'lll8d no 
frontline duty, but Private Slavik had demonetrated through 

-
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Mr. Steve. Moor. 
2600 P"tworth Court 
Clncln~tt, Ohio 45236 

.1 well .1 In the inf.-ova ~.th .. a.pl of th" Third Reich, depended on 

When th" Ar.y A •• iatant Judse Advocate Genar.l lubmict .. d th" Board of 

Cecer"l of th" Europ •• n Th •• ter of Operation., h" potnted out that not 

only had Privlt. Slavik perforw.d no frontlia. duty, but Private Slavik 

had d~n.tt.t.d tbroUlh hi' conduct .. deliberate intant to r~in 'If" 

Ind avoid .uch duty by ~i~ •• nteneed to prllon. The lentenee .djudged 

YI. not whit Private Slovik had Intieipated. Tha 1.pollt10D of • lei • 

• ever .. punt.~nt vould hav. ""compti,hed bt, purpo •• of obtaining free-

dom from thOle dlngerl Which hil comrade, wete requtred to flce d.l1y. 

All of the ... factor, .hout. be r~eted when e .. t,,-prins to underetend 
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the tragedy of Pri._e. Slovtk' . c •• e. 

I trUlt that thi. provi del the information you de.l~. 

Sheerely, 

RICBUD HIXON 
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Luc,e .. ". "ED~' , ... "",,-' ............ 

March 28 , 1974 

The Honorable Howard H. 
Secretary of the Army 
The Pentagon 
Washington , D.C. 20310 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Callaway 

As you know, NBC Television aired a movie on 

eo ..... ,"t"TD: "" """~D 
~~". '<::CS 

March 13, 1974, entitled "The Execution of Private 
Slovik," regarding the only deserting American service
man in World War II to be executed. 

The program aroused particular interest in Hichi
gan, since Private Slovik was from a west side Detroit 
neighborhood. The media carried a number of stories 
and there was a cull for action to give his widow the 
$10,000 life insurance benefit which was denied her 
after his death. 

The fact that I am the only Michigan congressman 
on the House Armed Services Committee, and that I r epre
sent part of Detroit (albeit its east side) has made me 
the focus of a number of inquiries from the media and 
from concerned private citizens. 

I have made it clear, in response, that I would 
not do anything contrary to the wishes of the widow. 
News accounts describe her as living in obscurity, 
using an assumed name, and fearful of aggravating 
authorities into taking away her small state pension. 
It is quite possible she does not want anything done 
and will decline to make any move whatever, such as the 
f iling of papers. 

In any event , I believe it is incumbent upon mc 
to proceed, cautiously, to make inquiry, on a preliminary 
basis, for soce background information. 

Accordingly, I respectfully request from the Defense 
Department the following: 

, , , 

r 

, , 

, , , , 
• 

-



Page Two 
Hon. Howard H. Callaway 
March 28, 1974 

(a) A resume of the Slavik case, from official 
records, and a summing up of whatever official posi
tions were taken in the 1950's and thereafter when 
inquiries were directed to the Department. 

(b) Some guidance 85 to what administrative 
remedies, if any, might be available regarding life 
insurance and other benefits for Private Slavik's 
widow. 

l.NN/njb 

~.'fUllY ~) . 

{/t-u - ,4. h~ 
LUClEN N. NEDZI 
Member of Congress 

-
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Of DEfEMSE ROUTIMG 
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JAU (;c 

II... J. •. Horrow 

., .. .ore .a .. N than h. bM mUcip.llu4. but ths u.o-itlou of • I.. 
allYan p-alll_t .ovld -.11 ~ .... acc.a.pUe .. ad u.. K.:u....t·. JHl~. 
of Gbta1.llJ.., f~ fro. th .... UD*,,"R ""lcb hh _ .... _re Aqur.4 
to lac- oall,. . 

.All of u.. __ facton "ould ba l ' arM wba att~U.ll1 to _ct. .. -

.~ the tn •• .,. of rrhara IilO'rtlr.'. ca •. 

1 tt .. t that thu pro'fi.4M ~ f.!Ito~OD ,000 .... 1 .... 

,IGNED 

uwu:Ml.A •• VlLLIAHI 
!lri,adiftr GiaMral. IJIA 
.... tat_e. Ju. Ad\oocata "-raJ. 

for lIU1ury L_ 

cr , 
DACS-XSY . WH 4835 , 9 Apr 76 (2) 
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til'. J. 8. borrow 
11009 lid Air P1a.,. 
OI<lIlhOlU. crt,., okl.&h_ 73120 

0..1> lir. H.:,,:1'OOl'. 

1 2 APR '814 

On bohalf ot Pruidant Nbe>n. 1 &II u!,lyillS to tho .. ponlu". of your 
latter of J April 1914 ",hid, peJ;"tain t.o the cOlllt_rud .. d ,,_.mtion 
of Privata Rddi. J), Uovtlr.. Jvj IlUclt .. h. would. au to, the PnlOlldallt 
cannot uply I'anonilly to e~ .. :ry C.......ucaUOIl ba .. 80::.1_. Therefore, 

-

ba II" Il8W thoo deparC_aU and apllcl. .. of the "a"aral Go .... rn-.nt to uply 
ill. lit. b-'l&U ill tho,. l,.r&llcu were they hllV8: .pllchl Imaw~d .. or 81'8-
dal autbority tmdar tha 1.... I'or thiJI r_ca. YOllr co ...... ponde'u!. vu 
forvarOad to officiah of tha Depan-nt of DIIf ...... 

Your ~ta concerning Ibia cu. an .::attainl,. undantandable. \I.., 
18 Ill ... ya. rraai.t :1.0 ltli1 c:onea'1IUUlCU. 

On. should, however, ba wary of tha false cladty of hindliQbt. Ill ... "" 
judp<mt vas p ... ed on Pri".te Slovik, this MUOII 11l1li "l{.ged 1.1'1 • 
(Iollper8c8 atru&ala ,,1tb II poWe.\" wbieb had tona daJl$faroWlly et.o. .. to 
.""lavfn& manlcind. 11u. llvN of thol,Uiazula, both thOli. 011 tb. battlefield 
u .. eU ... tll .. e in tbe intlllllOUII d.atb c.IIfIIP8 of tb. Third l!e1ch, dapenda4 
upon l:.I>a tllfliil pr.,. •• ut1nn and tendnaUao of the t1abting. Sbortly eft.r 
I'd"at .. 1!1ovik'a tr1.v. ~1'i_ for_ 11:1 Sel&1 .... " .. n .utferina beavy 
.,..ualttu t. .. tha .0..,. _la\l&l11; which b .... _ to 110 ko ....... the iattl.e 
of the lulp. 

lliulll. the M-r ..... t.t.&nt Judge .w.ocal;. GeM.r.v tr_lllitted the 1I0ard of 
l!avi ... •• aeU1.oD in tilt. .,... t.o li<l.naral n.e:nh"".r. the tben Co_d1.u& 
c.. .... ral. Itu.rDpallll nut.r of Opolraticma. for Ilia COUIftdarat1011 in dat .. r_ 
IIdl:I1DII whather· to approve .-lid order the a .. nten.,.. axe.cute4. the fOl:Lc.il:It 
poiUt8 veu .... de. Privet. Slavik. bad ptlrfomad no front Un. duty ud 
bL8 <:.Onduet d..anetratad e deliberate intent to avoid .uch bas8rdoua 
.unce by obta1D1", 1nea.r<:eratiOl1 111 8 aate placa. The •• l1teneoll IIdjudgad 
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROUTING 51.1P 

, 
'(CU'AlOVO~ 'M" ~& 

~ __ +.:.=".,':"RV o. , .. ".. ORC" 
~ __ +,=,,':'R ~'H jOlHT C"'I"~.':'=""' ____ ~ __ + __ 4 ___ ~~ 
~ __ +DlR O~ "" ... "nARC". tNGlH~""'MG' __ + __ 4 ___ ~ __ + 

~ __ +:"':'c:"-,-,,,,,, .•. :"~.:,:.:-=,. _____ + 

"',''---------------1 

"On beholf of President Nixon, lam 
• •••••••••••••••••••• 
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JMJ -cc 
Mi.. J.~ r~.tr.,k If. _w __ no tb_ h. hid. _tldp.U<l. out the t...,.lt1_ of .. ~ 
__ no ~b._t ,,0W.4 cal, ....... ec:~l"'h." til • ..,c..d'. plltpC*. 
of obut...t.q frMd_ fro. til ... Unll"ftI "bleb b18 _ ...... n ""land 
to !au d.aU1. 

All ot til. __ faetoftl ohoold ••• 7 er-.I "" __ ~UQI to -.eMIr-
.~ 0.. tr.,u., of rr1~. Sl..tk '. _ •. 

", 
DA(S-XSii . WH 4401 , 2 Ap r 74 (2) 

1..AIohtU(W r. WllJ.I.u. 
art • ..u..r ..... &1. USA 
' .. bunt JIId .. ""-.at ..... al 

for lUUt"" .... 

fA. CPT An~ony/pwc/756-119l/4 Ap r 74 
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Itl •• J.......t. Pietuyk 
1505 ApUJ.n Ii ..... 
Tall.lh .... . norlda 

flItar Ub, Phtuy\r. ; 

32301 

" -

O!I behalf of l'noddnt N1xcm, I 8111 nply:1nR to 10Ut lettar of 16 Karch 1974 
",gardina tha court- rurt1-.l ....s ", .. cuti"" of Prlv.u li:ddie D. Slovilr.. At. 
... eh 811 ha would lik. to. th .. I'rooaident c:annot ",ply penoull" to 
aVllyY ~cat1o" h. reea1v... Thanfo,,_, ba II ... ltad th_ departMnt. 
CId &pilei .. of the FlIdau.l GovarnllBot to ~ly in hito btlhalf in thOS8 
1""canca. vhano they h,ve apo<:lal ka""l.edp or apedal authority I;tJlder 
th. 1_. 'or ebb noMOlI, ,,,,,r c:orn.porultonctl va fontarOed to oU1dale 
of ti,. llItpu-c_ac of Daf ...... 

Tour ~obl COlIcercdna chia cue an cert&1nly .... dIontandahl.e. War 
18 allny8 tu&J,c in 1t8 <:onaeqllalleu. 

On .. ahou.ld, h""awr. ba "8ry of tlla tal,. cbrity of bindlliaht. When 
Judpant Vtle p ••• d 1m Priv"ta Slovik, tht... nation ,,1.11 'all'sed in • 
duparate uruula with. pow,,, ..ntcli 1'8d CCI. dangotl'oUII.ly cl.3aa to 
.... l.avUl8 u.!lt1nd. 'the u_. of thOWIIllDds. both til ... oa th .. hatt1oo!1-.ld 
as "'aU .... tho .. in tha infUlOIIII de.u.b eaapa of the Th1d lloe1a1l, depend.o 
upOn th. r~id pro .... ""l:ian and tumnatu,n of the fi8ht:ina. Shortly lifter 
Pnv.te Su'l'ik ' . erial ..... r1eu forcu in IIfIla;iua "era a"fferillg he..", 
cpulllr:t_ in tba anllO' _lauaJlt whim hq =_ tn ha 1m-. _ tha &aetll 
of the Bulp. 

WIlla t~ Ar.r Mo.ueant Jud.,. AdvuI!4tI ilaftarel erIN.tud th. Board af 
~'. dewillll in thu c:ua to c.aDltal u.a-ob.P\r.r. tha then Co_dina 
Genfll'al. !urope ... n. .... t.r of Op.:cet10111. for lIu coU81<1araUoll ill d"t8r
l:I1nitIa whathlr to approve ... d ordar til" a"lIt1.neII ... e .. ted. th. tallawu.s 
potal:l ,",ua ",ada. Pd"ata Slorlk hlld p.:rfo~d no frout Jin dllty IIld 
bia conduct cIellClnetrat.oJ a delib.rate illtant to a....,id eueh buardo .. 
alrvice by obtunina iDeatearation ill • I.f. plAce. lb. a_tqca adjudpd 
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74 BECK, JAh'ET 
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• ... CAU • "'0"'1-1 

Ex.~utlon ot Slavik; CH of Lt Calley. 

1'1 .... fo ....... rd 1 ey of reply eo HAJ Berta, 
lD635 , OOSGS(CAR) . 

T"""Apr 74 

~~.~.u ",., ~T' ,. Ok . ... ~v ... '00< "'M.' y~, -
c"_,,, ........ ,. ___________________________ 1 
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SECRETARY Of' DEfENSE ROUTING SLIP 

D.~L'<IC 

JO'., e"'.', O. nA" 
... "". U.U~C .. 6 ....... ·,'."-.-0--1 

A"O~U •• ''''. 

CO .... . "., ........ UCO ......... OTION 

"On behol! of President Nixon, 10m 

f' ~ ;;;~':i;;;' "io"':';:; ",,,. po r .. 11 <J '", 

(-e" Del ;f-..; S",--, -Ire.:p tV ..... 

1'14 



I 
I 

va _no _r. tb_ h •• e4 ccidpau .. !.... th_ ...... ld or .. __ 
_ fa ,....u'-t would -.17 ... llccnpUa,,"': =- ~.." .. r'pQIIll 
or _ta1a1q: h..a-.. " .. u-. lIapn 1Oh1di1 S. _ ........ n ""uil''' 
t. ,_ 4a1lJ. 

oUl ot tMo ...... factor- .holWl '- ~lIbuo _ .tt""'t.iI to __ I"
.~ ta. t't..-d' of F.,l •• t" low1k .. ca. ... 

x.. naud to ,ovr _UCla nl!ar.a.:r.! Fine ,.1 .. ,_, vtlU_ .allay. Jr., 
!ted UtalO 4n:J' t _ ilu:lod.Q.' .. hct ,,'-t ... r~la. to 1.10 .. t __ & 

:aJ..a., .. caa. Thh fat.t "b_t outU.u .. til .. ~lbta "vi.., ,,_cI;llr .. 
ot II. " ...... i*'{cat. tba tiQiu" of fw.l Dtial ap .... l. 

1 lael 
• aut 

CF: 
DACS-ASW , WI! 414 1, 28 Kar 14 (2) 

iON 0 

1Al1i1JjCS • 't1.LUK!I 
Ih'h-.dhr ~ual. USA 

Ut .. t ohd .. .At!.oeata __ ral 
for 1U1.1t.ary I..-

KAl 8erta , ODSGS(CAR), Ia 3))635, Pen t agon 

~ ""'"O,/",/'>6-'"'/lAo''' 

, 



• 1 IPII 814 

k1N Jmu heir. 
lOU /lutrl ......... rt. " 
8 .. Jo. •• cal1fo~. 9)121 

O .. r I!U .... 

Ua ..... 11 of r.-ldllDt 1_. I _ ntp1,.1DI to ,.Ollt btt.r ,..t_rt.ed 
10 lllarell In' n,nd.1n1 the court_rt.1d ...a •• o:ut1oa at Privat. I44t. :). 
Blorik. >\II _ell. .. b ... ...u lib co, c,h. Pre.lUDt ..-at "pl,. ......... 11,. 
co ... ,,' sic.dOl> b .... oat_. th .... (on. b. lI .... ud dr.. d.p.rt_au. 
..a .. ad .. of the r..Mrlll. ....... ~t to repl,. t. 111.1 b",..tf 111 th ... 
tAna_ .... r. th.,. ..... ,-dal owl.a4p or .,.d.d -aorttJ' __ r 
Cha 1_. Jor tlI.U ..... cm. 7_ o:o" .. ~ de" ...... for-.rdied to o"tdu-
of clos IloIp.~t or nat.. •• 

,.~ __ .,tII _CU'I.tnl u.u ~. U'e. certd.aly ..... rat= •• Lo. 
U abo.,. u.tic III tta: _-aMP'''. 

. .. 
0.,. a1i00ll4. I> __ r. " .. art of Ut; fw. clarit,..f hi_i"'t. _. 
JII4& t".. p ..... 011 "rhUt; Slo.u., t.b.it; •• u .. ... _"...d iD • 
.......... , •• tncala yith • pow.r ""tela II" _ "- .ro ... 1,. c.*. to 
_1IIn., Usel. tha ll_ of th_....s.. 1i>0tb til .... __ aoucl.llfhl.<l 
.. _ll .. c.II_ J.a u.. 1Af_ claath e.IIIIfII of t.M TbLni ttl •• ~." 
.... tb. r.,14 pnII.cudOll .. Un1uU .... of th. rl"'tlill. ort1,. aCu.r 
,rty.c. fllo.U;·. tr1.al. _de.. tOr<:M 1a li0ii1.,... _ro ."fl.rtas eo.....,. 
__ dU .. Lt; u.o ....,. _~t _tell II .. _ to .0 ~ .. the ilettlo 
of the .IIJ. ... 

lIb_ the nI1 Ioa,Utae J ..... .&d.~u ..... rlll tr_.tttaol lOb. ~u4 of 
".,1.'. doIIwioa La thu eMO to (.One.ral u. ......... u, thO t .... ~_·eojt .. 
a...ral. "nip ep th .. tor of Opo ... eio_. for 11111 _1"'reti_ in ... tor· 
... bl .... th.r to ."ter... .... order the HoteDClil •• c:uta4, tb. 'eHood .. 
poblu IN"...... .rhata Iilcrrik bad ,.rfo .... d "0 hoat It_ d"cy _d 
Ilia ~ .. o;:t. "'-_tutacl a doIillo.rau htut to ...,,1<1 ."cb 1I ... rd_ 
•• "101 II)' obt.a1oUal iacaroaret1oa ill •• afo plan. Th ••• e ... oa IoIijl'4$:." 
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u. ~o ...... do J h",r rho.rdodn't ,.,..,CCH" ~ ...... an.. ct ..... it..,.!3. Z 
a......, ~L....J "t.0 .... o.I"C .... "r 'a" i .... ., .0 b..of'l' .low., . ..r a ...... 

b~h; .... J 'l" .... , ,,,,~ ... .L ,<'" ....... rI-t_r is-n'r ,.., ..... e.~ lJoeLpl 

h ..... , r ......... r::i~""t-i .... ~ ..... ;~ ~o ...... I I,..)c ..... W L.: Wco rQ 11, ....... N 
Iojo ..... hr ...... , ~~""'i", ...... 1E..ct...J"'. r v_red !;o,.. ~o .... J ....... d 

Io. ........ ~t,.......J r did. I rj.,;",k!;'" is' ......... r ,-i ...... c T", 5<"T 

do,,",V"'\ To ""'"rc i ......,p",rr",,,, r i .r..r ..... cs '" th .... n-. ........ 

w .... tcr ~ .... rc... 

r Lo v <. """'-j c.o .... l"lrr':,\ vcr'j ..,.,. ..... ~l. n.A..f ir wh~ I 

he>.VL ".,Jr'; r/'t. .... fr>;r 1...c.t-T"Cr. I an"> " .... £';1 '2.0'l;lc.,."...S' c.Ld) 

1:. ... ,.. I ~u,L vc.I"'j .,.,.... ..... 30.., . t1.u-c.. jrr",CS'· (i""c/ L.... ... .:.I< 
Q.ncl ''<i.ee ~ c:.i~v ... r;4" r J.,"".c '3 ...... !lc.r- "",·r lc,.,..,.. 

pCCOSc; ........ l'--::" ....... .l I h .. pc. ~ ...... .J;LL ......... i.,o:. b .. c:.J<. 
oLu ... rc. ! 
• 

In","j God IlLers yo .... 
:r 0,." • r {J c..dJ. 

:3"0...., c.. r £?eo ell' 
1041 at..Tric.L cr. Nq 

.s;..",'!oJ"C.) Cc..l.;~· qn)., 
"Of 

-pJ. ...... c.- 71r-4a, 

r4s rl l( ~o ..... 

i,.., &"J_,,~c. ! 



p'oes;clenT Nix",n 
""hi re Hot..tSf!. 
I.o..lQ.shin!JTtI,..... O. C. 
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"On behalf of President Nixon, 10m 
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" .. _no ........... u.- be b14 _Ue.1l'anod, but tbe ' .... U:Ln of .. 1Me 
.... no ,..u..h_t.-u. ~,. .... a.c:~ull.ed. do.... .,,"' .... rpoIIa 
of _utahol (ned_ ft_ tlt. •• "-&an vldcla hh c_ .... _no "'I1l1'tM 
to ,_ 4aU,. 
All of tM __ factor. -"'ouLI "_ .. --..rw4 vb. att_ti,.. to wo4er 
.tllll4 lb. t ..... .,. of Prt .. ata U.o'rik ' • ..,. ... 

CF: 
DACS-XSW, W.I 4132, 28:iar74 

r 

t..¥;WQ R. \/lLLLUti 
Irtgad.iu e.unl, lISA. 
,,-ut.aat Jud". Ad_La ca-.u.l 

for ?d.litary ~ 

/ 

, 
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fin. roo .... 1Mb. 
22)(J6 W"bfOOlt ... 1'1 .. 
5O'onll.ll"11l,,.. Ohio 441)6 

• 1 » 1 1174 

J" bellalt of h .. td.."t bon, I _ noply1fta to yo .... lattn of 20 Iluc:b. 19H 
r",ud.iIlC til" court _rtial -.1 uec:"t.1on of Prival. &ddie • lIloda, M 
.... c:h .. ~ vlMlld UU to the 'I'M1 ..... " ..... 0 .. rooply ,.,n ..... .u, t.a 
.".~ c lc..atlon he uc.i_. U'u.t ...... b.1I .... ked ~ d.p,arr:.. .. t • 
..., ....... ;1. .. of tb" r.dud GcI_~nt to "ply la IoJ..I "ball 10 ~. 
l ... t __ .. bu'. t..,. It ... _.-cia1 "-lad .. or "plc.1a1 .. tAorify .... de .. 
tJ.io 1 •• For tilt. r_oo, yOU!' con:.pcKld_ea ..... fOrYar-.l to ofl1c.i~. 
of U" bop.art_t .f .. 1_ •• 

!o"r CI t. c.ooa .... ~ tllia CMe &r8 c.ct.UnJ.y lIIl .... nt8ndllbw. V.o.r 
ia .. lot.,. t"&ale 11 ltll _~_CM. 

OM M-.1d, IIWft't1r, ...... ...,. of ceh" (we clarity of b1ll_i.hr .... 
JIOd~ ......... 01 011 Pri ... ta ~lo'rik. uu. _ti_ VM n ..... tn .. 
..... ut. ul'\IAsy .. lUI .. pow'" vIlida bad _ d~.~J.J' el .... to 
_lutaa· '1..... .. li_ of d.ou. ...... botll t.b0l0. OD ... b .. ttleU .. U 
.. _11 .. t ..... t" til. inf __ .... I:io. ~ of I:lw. 11\1'" "1111, '"'' .. oil 
..... tiM rapJ4 pro .. cuti_ AM tu'C ••• u.,. of til. f1llhtbl. II"ho«l, .trn 
'rhat" Ucno1k'. trial, .... r1ea fo~ in h1,J._ " ...... ",r.rtql",,,,, 
.,. ... lti .. h dI •• -r _1 ..... t ""let! tI __ to ... ~ _ tbe a.crt.. 
ot U. lIlIl ... 

... lb. I.nt' '-1n._t ':'114 .. ~t. '"--n.! tr __ Utd tI •• Iolld of 

.. rl.'. e.cUl_ 1D I.hia ~. to lioeMt'al u.&.mCWtlt'. the uo.e C-a .. lIt., 

..... t'al. EII""' __ aCat' ot Opuati_. tot' tit. _iNTation ta ot.r 

.to1q .... t1I.T 1;0 lip,,"" .....s ot'cier the •• at __ •• euced, tll. tollowl". 
polnu .ar • ....s.. hlnt. 6lO't'ik :'a<l paTtOr.4 _ tnllt 11_ lit) aad 
Itt. ~" ___ lIIItraU<! a d.Ubuat. lntant to ...... U ... c:b Itollrd_ 
•• "iao '" ~Wnill' iIICIrCllraUOIi in II aat. place. Th •••• n.aOl adJudl'l 
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~.CI.L' "'un ,_. 
N.VY 

'NC .... 0.,. 

JOINT CHIC" O. n •• , 

."".eM • IN,,,NU.'NO 

(, ... "."_' ..... ". At ..... , 

--f'e',', ,--, .". II ...... A'~"I 
"0,_'1< A,,,.,, 
'00,.. .... _ A_ ...... ' 

O' .L"LY 

... ,co , ........ , 

repl yins 

'0 O«C ...... 

. NDU ...... ON 

ANO O ••• CO""UDU_ 

.'_LV .. TH 

NixOtl , I Om 
" .....•......•... 



I 

r 

••• 'ttI .... no tII_ Ia. IUod _t.1d.,.eol. out UII ~J.tloa or .. ~ 
_'ttl p..s..lI._t "0llL:i o.ly ~ .ec .... u.!zMi th~ IICc..d,'. p_pou 
of _wab •• flrll 'm fl'a lb._ ~n lIIlid:: lot. _ ..... _no r.qodnlll 
to fa-. taU,.. 

AU of tluo __ facton obool4. 1>. ~.-rad ..t.u .r;~d. ... to ~der 
.t:.»d. til-. u ... 4J' ot 'riy.to lIIlo...u. ' • .,.. •• 

I tf1at clUlt tId .• pron_ tho infononi_ 10U ;ouiN. 

CF: 
DACS-XSW. WH ~060. 27 Mar 74 (2) 

I 

IONED 

I.AIlIZHCI II. "ru,lAiG 
Drt win c....rcl. II .... 
..b.ut_t .Iud .. .t.dwoc.t. ,,-,,-,"u 

for MUcory 1,. 
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."in! Hary.. 1S11lu 
UUU lI1.ntllor,. 
Detroit, 1UdlJ. ... 4al17 

VQ behalf of l'rMideat ixoo, I .. nplyinS to your I,ttn o! 2Q 'lardl U74 
ullArdU. rhl ~ ...rt.tal anel ... cut!oD. of rrtvau .ddh JII. 51.orllo.. ,. 
_do .. ". llou1d UJo.. to. tbl I'rMideftt cm.ot reply ,..nc.ally to 
-1'1 __ tcat!oa ... "'~_. n .. rlfore. "'. 11._ uk.! th. -.pIn_Dr. 
aN .... ci .. 01 u.. "'dera! eo-nlMQt to bply 111 lit. ,,_all, .. tho .. 
iMu._ den they h._ .,.dal ~l&dp Or .~e1al ... tb.orlty IKuflor 
tid ..... rbr u.s... n_OII, ,our CIOn..po .... nc. wa t_~ to ofUdw 
of tlUl r-p.n-t of I_I. 

'fo.,... _DUo _cemU;t dr.s... c.. an. CIIrtabJ.,. __ ntalldabla. Wit 
11 aht.,.. trqic La i.e. _",\1&.11_. 
0D0t 11I0IU4. h __ r ..... ary of t.bl IWI c:lad.t7 of 0.1 .... 1.t. ~ 
1_ ... , ... PUlt14 _ Prl .. nl $l.o;rik. tid .• oattoa "_ ...... " ill .. 
d .. ,..rue .t~ .,11:11 .. POW'" wid> bad _ d.aae .. .",.ly c.t-. CD 
_Ll'r1.aa --*1Dd. tIMo U_ of tiI_~. 11K!> thOll_ .. the bUtlefh14 
.. "ell .. va ... t. the 101 __ ath t~ of thl tIlirfdO ,.td>. _~ , old 
1iIP" tb. uptd pn-lCUU __ cI Ur.lAaI:loa of ,.I •• Hstltt... ftortty alt ... 
FrlvUII lil.owU'l trial, a.rlQQ lor_ 1. lelli_ •• n allff.rt .. hOUlY)" 
c.ualti_ 1. til, -r _l.8u&Jat wid!. ... CD. t. 10. k __ lb •• nth 
.t lb •• .u. ... 

wu. tU J.nt!f uai.u ... t J ..... ~. '-ral tr_od.ttM u.. aoard .t 
"'rlw' •• d.a:lcN ia tlo.i.a _. t. kurd £Uhh •• r, ell. c.Io_ Cv_ 1111, 
... ral. 'ur..-. 'l'b.at .... t Jp4Irad._. tor b.i.a _1&'nti_ 1. doIur 
od.ll1aa wlMtb ... to .,,, ....... -.I ordar ttl_ •• nt.,ea ... a.tad. th. tollowhl 
pobta _n a.a4a. Pri •• u _lort" 10.-..1 perto~d 'QO t'C'Ollt U .... 'ut)' """ 

1a coP<iuct cI_ .. t ... .ud • oIellier.te 1nt ... t to a'<'014 .ud!, lI .. ard4 .. 
•• rv1l)01 b1 obtainJ.DII inure-nUoa 111 •• af. p1_ . the .... uaca .... j"olpul 
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Mr. J .... T. Brown 
1918 blue-ont Avenue S. V. 
Roanoke. Vlra1n.1e 211015 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

5 April 19711 

Reterence 1. made to your letter d.ted 16 March 197_ whereln 
you reque.t a copy ot the record ot Prh'ate Eddle D. Slovik'. 
trial by general court-aartlal. 

You may obtain a oopy ot th1. record ot trial by eendina 
to thls ottice • certitied Check or po.tal .oney order in 
the amount ot $6.20, .. de payable to the Tra.eur.r of the 
United Stat ••• 

Sinoerely your •• 

ABRAHAM KEMROV 
Clerk ot Court 



IIOUTI HG AHO TIIA.H$. • TAL SLIP 

,~-« 

A'I''l'Ih lU. Abr~ N..rov 
2048 - N .... lt' 8lelg 

5611 COl..-bb 
P .. ll, Chllrch. VA 20315 

Retuence tdecon with IIr. Wl.k e of thh office re, 
~i •• ing inclo8ure to OP Comment 1. dated 26 M .. rch 1914 
on J ..... T. Brown requ •• t. attached i. lIIiaBirq letter . 

.,-,c.&. "~ 

~r:u... 
r -<Md- <lNf i?~ 
?,O(-¥ C 05 
~t 

~ '" .". 

-

h.! 

.- ._ .. - ... -
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1 • 

, 

• 

:r~rnes T S."..,.., 
1918 B1uemOtlt A, ~,. S .... 

Roanoke, v~. 24015 

1 

• 

'ames T EJrowrI 
1918 Bh<ctllonl Aw, S. W 

RO':II1(lke. Va.. 24015 

• 



} 

1. Th • • te.~h~ coa-unl~.tlon i. referred for appropriate .~tion and direct r.ply. 

2. Th • ..... 1ter has b<Nn advised of this relerral. 

roJ!. THE CIUEF at MILITARY HISTORY, 

In~l 

Ltr tr Mr. JWllee T. Brown 
~oo, 

Infantry 
Chl,,~. Ifistori~al 

Servi~es Division 

....... ,,- ....... 
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Off " IF THE SEUHARY 0;: DEfENSC 

"'''''.''1011, ".C. J~>O' 

I April 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR Brigadier General Richard L. Lor.waon 
Milit"ry Assistant to the Praaident 
The White House 

SUBJECT: Private Eddie D. Siovik 

/ 

Pursuant to your request, attac11ed are drar~ replica to 
t wo inquiriea regarding the exe cution d Private Eddie D . Slavik . 
It does not appear to be desirable to have the Preaident respond 
to inquiries On thb matter . Recom=end tl'ey be returned [or 

.!.",,",. by ."'0,.10 wi<hin <b, D~ 

Kenneth R. ailey 
LTC, USA 
Militar.y A .. iltant 

Attachments 



I 

J 

114 TrlCY Ilriye 
Cr .. nt, P ..... Or<:&on 97$26 

Tn1. i, 1n r<:ply to your undated letter. rC3,rding tho court ~rtial 

and eKecutlon of Priyote Eddie D. Sloyik. ~Your co~nta concorninc 

thi. ca.e are c<:rt .. lnly unu<:rarandoble; vor is alv~ya tragic in ita 

eonlOquenee •. 

~nan judgment waa po.sed on Priva te Sloyik . this Nation va. enaogod in 

a de,perate Itrussla vith 0 power whLch hoc co~ dangcroualy clolo to 

endavina IIIIlnkLnd. Tho 11vea of tens of thousands. On tha batUcfiold 

u ~II 88 in tho inbOlO .. a death co,"ps of the Third Reich, depended on 

our coneentuted f1ehting to bring about an early ter,"inotion of tho "ar. 

Shortly after Private Slovik's tdal, A"'erican forcea in BelgiuQ "'0[0 

e",asad in what i. known aa the Battlo of the B"lgo whora they luff<lr<ld 

heavy ca."altie • . 

~nen the Ar.y A"iat"nt Judg<l Advocato G<!n<lral I"b.irted tho Board of 

Review'a dec1aion in this cue to Ceneral Eiaenho ...... r . tb<ln Co~ndin& 

Ceneral of the European Theater of Oporotions, ho pointed out Chit not 

only h .. d PriYlte Slovik perfor.cd no frontline duty. but Privoto Slavik 

h.d deaon,trated through his conduct a deliberate tnt"nt to relll:lln aafe 

Ind Iyoid ,uch duty by boing .entcnced to prhon. The .,"'tonca ~dJudn"d 

VU IIOt what Priv.to Sloyik h~d antitipnted. n'e i,"poaltion of " lou 

lI'y.{e punh""""'nt lIQuid h"v<l aCCOIIIplished his pUrpOS<l of ohtlining (rce-

do .. f {o," tho •• dnll!lou which hi. co",r"des were requi red to f"ce clnity. 

All of theae fattor. 5hould be rc.""mhcrcd w.,"" "ttc-In"tina to und~rsttl nd 



the tra;edy of Priv~te Slovik '. c •• c . 

I tru.t th.t chi. provide, the info~ t1on you delire . 

Sincerely, 

RICiIArul NIXOli 

• 

I 

J 
-



I 

J 

.Durt " Clnduoa t ,),,10 4 !>236 

Dear Hr . Moor", 

TRi. i, 1n reply to your undaced letter, regarding the court =arti,l 

and execution DC Private Eddie D. Slovik. Yo~r "o~ntl concerning 

thi, ca.e are certainly understandable ; war il alw.y. tragic 1n ita 

cone'quene", . 

When judglllent "I' paned on Prlv~t<l Slavik, this 11lltion 11:11 ong_ccd 1n 

a dupente ,trll3S1a with. pOWIJ r .. :,1"h hnd come dnncerously eloae: to 

an. lavina " .. ",kind. The liv es of tena of thousands, on the b:r.tthficld 

II '«'11 II 1n the lnfalDDua death c.amp. of t hn Thh;d Rnich , depended on 

our concentrated fightina to bring about an carly tarmlnation of tho war. 

Shortly after Private Slovik' ; trial, American forcel 1n ncl&ium ware 

engased 1n .. h.t is known II the lI,ct l c of t he Bulg<l. W:.cro they .ufferocl 

When the A~ A •• iltant Judge Advocate General .ub~itted the Board of 

Review'. daei , i on in t hi, eaae t o General £iGenhover . then Commanding 

only had Private Slovik perfo~d no frontline duty . but Private Sloyik 

had de.onltrated th rough hil conduct a deliberate intent to remain I.fe 

and avoid luch duty by being sentenced to prilon. The lentence IIdjUd.glld 

w~. not wh~t Private Slovik ho<l ontietpllted. The i"polHion of a lou 

. cycn punhhmcnt would have accomplished his purpose of obtointnr. {n'n-

dom from thOle d:lRseu wl,ich hia comrades were r C'l"lre<l to Coce doUy. 

All of than factOti .hould be rt;!OleOlberod when accQ.mptl.na to un<lerullln<l 



the .tugedy of P~ivo tu .. ,vil/; ', tllse . 

I t~Ull t chll t thit pJ;'ovldes the i nfol'Nl.1tion you de.i~(!. 

Sincerely . 

RICJIARJ) NlXO)< 

" • ... 

J 



" .......................... ., .n •• ' ..... . 

Herron 

.. "",. ,.... 

NBC '. presentation of "The Execu~ 
tion of Private Eddie Slavik" 

(25 Mar 14) 
Slovik, I UNCLASS 

IO U . • • 

.~o .. <> ........ ~e ••• ~CQ"'~.<> 
Respond lAW 
attached. 

• 

in$tructtons on OSA Form 152 

"" 

I 

o 

DCSLOG . TJAG 

m...-
~" ~RROl\ 
LTC, as 
AutsUlnt Secretary 

the General Staff 

• 

• 
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t1BC ' s presentation ot "Th .. Execution of Privata Eddie Slovlk" 
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L " '-F""";;,,"··;--------=-F==-__ -j-
( __ lCU,An ACTIOo Attsehed IINI copies ot leCtors to 
1- PnPUATION O ••• ~.T .0. "G.'TUU o. various !Iom:ber s of Coner"'" 

Ing sbovo roontlonod movlo __ 

o OOCN'TUU .~<>~ ~ •• 0"0 _ , , 1_ ......... ,<»0 O •• ACT ....... AlT. 

1- ,.,,, •• >,.,0 .. up<>« ".'CM TO us ... UPLy. 

1_ C._ .. O' A. APp.cp ... n .'''LY, .tt. 
1_ e'.IC T .... Ly TO He ".0 COP •• .,. OCLL, 0._, 

ATT. 

0 "·0 •• 
• c~.O.C~OCMU~ D MO~ ~'Ol 0 ... 0. nClCETU .. 

, 
I:~p~t:.·, t. .<,;!'Ul 

In~uiry Dlv14:0~ 

drstt thot ~ll1 ansuor 
re benott .. _ to widow, return ot 
body, why wlte not notlflod, nama 
on to~bston .. . ~O&ty. etc. 

}Oil:ebers of Congrc3~ ore rocalvlng 
lnterlus!seknovledgemont • • 

1."'- ...... " .•••. ' ................ , •. 

-------------
• 

• 

\ 
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p,O,VIO L ""Tft"~Ia.O 111 ..... -.----
l!L:ongrcss of Ib' 1Unilcb t;>lal,s 

pjOUHt of 1,-tprt5tntiltitJt! 

UlsJbinllklP, D.C. 20515 

--,,-,----_ " ... . ..... u ... 

Chief of Leqislative Liaison 
Department of the Ar~y 
Washington , O. C. 20310 

Dear Sir : 

Marc h 25, 1974 

The media has recently carried the story of the 
~Execut ion of Pr ivate Slovik", It was reported thilt 
his wife was not notified of his execution by the 
United States Army for nine years . Some of my constit
uents have asked why she was not not i fi ed. 

Obvious l y this pr esentation was pr oduced f or the 
purpose of discrediting the Army and the U. S. Govern
ment and no doubt sof t en our cit izens on the question 
of amnes ty . 

' In or der t hat I may pr oper ly r espor.d t o thi s 
ques t ion in my reply to these constituents . I would 
appreciate any information on this question which you 
fee l you can pr ovi de me . 

-----------
II! 

-

• 



• 
• 

, , 
• 

Congres s"-an r.erm~n :. Sehnec~ ell 
Room l~~ € 

Lon~wort~ Off~ee E~~g 
Wuhln;t en , D. C. ~J;:)15 

Dear Co~gressman Sennuebell : 

• 

, 

:ty ... ife and I ... e r e really :1';ove'!.....§ond shoektod aCttr \·~~ ... 1:l~ 
"The E.x~cutlon of PriVate Eo~ le nO"Yf;.;" orl'telev-1~!cin .- V:e- ~e -- . 
l1eve tr.iiCTg:::eannlUit'rco·' 'ihsperpet:-ated by the h 1U-'l. l>!'Ij.SS 
durin; Wo;o1;1 V;ar II. 

rill believe sQ::Iethlns shoul;: be dO:'le to rectUy th~s ·"::c ~ . 
Lilvable event 1n the lu:Ierican H:story. This sold1l!r ... as ::, c: z a 
dtoserte!" Qr a d:-art do.::l3c r, not even a trait or but a 4:' s!!rv~n,; 
wIth the Alli ed Forces . 

~r Private Eddie Slavik .. as shot to his death for hie 
de sertl...,'t : ho'll' In heaven or heoll can you In Conli:'css and et .1 
,even cons!::!er al:il'lesty. 

, 

The first priority shol:ld te : Forgllt AIr.nesty ar.d :,e~tore 
Private :::dctie Sloviks' :l flm~ to t,onorab~lity so that his alien 
ated w~fe :ay re~ain :-aspect for oW' co~try &lld lit the sa::.e 
tUB r ece ive tne sc.r:e benefits as other lIIar wijo¥o's . 

J.s a for:::er nliv~' =..&.n , my service nu.a:.bel' cOl;: - &5-"3 
s tron~ly \'I'~B jOU I'II.$pect!"ully :'0 see l'~BthBr so~~thl:l 5 ce.:. oe 
done Iit.Ol..t tnis inhu:::an 'vent . 

, 
• 

"lIU.l Private Eddie SLaVIK i! e.st In Peace With 50no:-" 

Slnocerely ycurs , 

a-R.... &~ 
11'1) 2.. 
fV/Olftu<l.N'Vfl/e/ ~ 

177::><,1 

-



. , 
• ~ , 

I 

• 

" 
, • ·~U , J 

,; 

· , 
~ 

• 
~'.! ; 

. ., 
. . • 

• .. .. . • 1.....,.--'------.:.,--....:.:.- .-.....:-- ',l ,j 
I - . --

. \ '17l~ 13, 191y 

: .' I C<J'Y'r~-' fJ,.......- fi",..J, 
.. ' ~O .J"....-,.. r ~J • ..(. ft",--

-7.'1 f)~.,..r-,/: (Ji..J ~~. 
" . e~ S~· "..J~ :;c4 ,.;..; 

. "'" ~ jJl~;/1;-. .J..J..-. 
ju • .l ,;r.t.J ~ 51 .. ,:· '-' A. -"" .,.i.. J 

; ~ . .,..,..;. ....,.J y;-Ld -/....; .-t. d":·
D 

" • 
... 

t: 

· " I ;. .J':? o.fJ:""/ tl...J. -'-" A"',~.J . I 
,< " " .h~(. .... ..,J.~.. 1J.J...(,J7:' --..a~vl.cf'-.. c -

,. 

.. .(J,t<w-<- ef,...£,,;..:t. ;iL //'l"',;u;;.v 

! f)..i /.U'- -i 74 .A.r;/-*<L ~ 
-'" &AN-;;tJ.. . -()k. Ci-..,..f .A-<.-

, ~.f L ~/.- .tJ ..J~ "",j. ) 

e-.t.t... .J,... ;tJu_1J.. r',..;...td' . 

,. 
, 

.. . . . . 

," . . 



r 
.ry(,. ... "', y . (/ 

'~'T' ,~..,p '7~ 
n? f"U?J? r6 )l ;rvC rnu <>77' X.,.. J,'lfl "~ ~177 ??'Vip 

~.>7:' ,:u. "";~ '~...-r~;> ~ t.;I''''~ r)'-;J f'>Z...~ r.7,F' 
tr"";/ ~ '7J r*'?;Z rr.7t;.,t 17'n;t~ ~7 (7~~ in"1?j> 

~'i1' ?''?7''?: -,,'7" (>"7'7" ~'i! 7"l? ~ .." ;"W,"'1l I F'iJ 
n;>;z '(on.',;!' ;r../ (>fry rt-n -~' "''7~ en rv Ift_"" 

'77'''' """"'1' C'7 ('7''-'''7 .,.",;1 ""'<' ~ '7.7';,7 """7 It 
"'-/~ "'72' "...,1' "'II' ,-(h2?"/ 1'7"~""" ""J7>/ '7,Z h (",."" 
~r?>-?> ~~-'o'.;:4 n-f? ,,~o4hY ~ ."Z.,~ "Til ~,.",. r 
'~~u5 <?7 'Y. ;r-..",. '7 ~ )-'2nr~ 7:»>,m ,,-;#ntT 

7Z -~"7il ,,:/ ,J'Z>,"" ~ ~..-"I "7;t ?-,,.,.,,hl 
-~ mp? ~'2J 7""""70., ,n-p 7'''' "7~ '7J " 7'7; 

C<'?7>'2Z» """ ~ "? ;/'r''r'" ~(7 "f""7 '7 "1'J: 
(Y<''7.Z/.?7, z,"'7 . ~ .. >;;-»o"!y.'"¥-?'''7? f'X17' non ~f~ ~7 r?' 

-/Z~ 7'~ (T?"l" nn rNI17 t17' ,?";Jl'-7 iP:!'7-7' rr? 
, en,? '-:->?r-=;r ~~T. f'" ,t!,.,.~ rv7-"';,.;: ~ 

~7r7-~ 9'.';u.,,//, ' '~Jr ~4 4; ftl7"z."'?7~7 o;r.n.. ~; 
2 Y ~~ n>1/)->~ !Z,.",nw'?7 '(.,"'_ .. ! 

<'"7)' '(" rn1 r'" ";n ?;7P ~,r'77-'7%U ~ ~"77l7 /r 
t"..,. -4p? 1:7 C?' ~77 ~ 

, ,.... ~ ~'P ~I'? "-",,, ;rn' ot./ :z f.~h "-/ 
t!'?r~h (7'l'?'~ ~t/ P7,2 ~ ""',r':' 'netT -;: 
"""'" Z' (P? ~ f'iJ'<7 -":' ",..'" ,,= r. n i' ~"" 

7 """7 ~ f?,>' t77l1 m'_ ;/'r"~ "T' ''''''7-<"1 
~ r;;;p"v-"'&" ? ~7 r.77 /7 7'7",,,s...7 77'?? 

17':7"'7 ~ fT-?7>7 "",..",. ""I" ;o/.~'71" ('7",{/ I 
~7"'? ~ """'~ C'7';> t!'7'):>"" "...,r m,,?, r 

:-..w(J ~,....,.tu? f>'?rJ 
- , 

.-' 
-, 

-
, , . , 



L 
I 

I 

• , 
• 

CONGo LEE H . H AMILTON D IST RICT OF FICES 
DAVID M . MCf"A~ ADM. ASST. 

HE, Hr. Rog= D. lUller 
R. R. 12 
ColUlilbus. Ind. Iq201 

3-13-74 

Mr. MUler sav the I!I)v1e on NBC-TV about . Eddie Slavik . 
Mr. Miller felt the COv . " &5 \ll."Ong in not II ving the vide ... the $10,000 1nsurence 
mDe)". He also felt this IMn 101&11 not guilty ot being a deserter. He lIanted to 
knov if' &nythinS could be done about this. I cut the article troCl the nevspaper 

10 you eou.ld understand 1oIh&t I'CI talking II. ut. 
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Dear B111: -- ... --- .: ~- -
--- . - _. 

We watehed thi, f'ovie on ~ ;edne!lday , 3/13/74 and \lara qui te shook 
"t o 8.y the hut. . If ' 
We ~'r~ 81 llrar th t!l widow race 1 vlng the :tl0 ;000 . 00 and h'ope thB t 
if ynu c;;T do anything , you will in your power to ,ea to It . 
Al llO , would it be too much to ask that the United :,\t.f1 tes G('P.'errunent 
place a mflrker on hi' headstone in Prance, if it wor~ Just 
plaln granite ·"ith hh serial nUlllb.er . 

This passed ~e by In 19~5. I suP?ose. it did a lot of people and 
wh il e I spent 8.sle'lp - le:ss night , I IU:I. glad thllt it carne to l1sht 
and l et the rest of the world know: 

Thi s 1s reRlly B dls~aee When 46 , 000 other deserters went on 
as be f ore , this poor devil pald the suprllr.:a sacrlfice as far o.s 

I a!:\ concf'Jrned . 

You see now what and why I feel 11ke I do about ~esty. This 
chap tried to tell them that it couldn ' t take it up front , yet 
thou S L~ds of colored were placed in jobs far from the front ltnes~ 

That DOI!: tor that eltru-.lned 'lim should feel real proud of h imself. 
hope he ean sleep O. K. 

With k tnde~t personal regards, and hello to Sh l rley . we are 
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'II" WIn ..... n elI_ II. IIId _tidpatu. but th. J..IiI'Oe1t1ee of a 1 ... 
..... n plMli ....... t lIoulA 0Dl,. b.aft .~l.Ub.'" ~. &c._N'a porpoea 
of ""Spha f r"" tro. th ....... nr whtdl hla _ .... _n nq'lll1rad 
t. face 4d.ly. 

All ot u.. __ tKton ab-.ld H ,... .. en4 ..... att","",a to _der
.c.ad ell. U' ..... ,..t ,.,hat. Un1l,'. caee. 

CP: 
DACS-XSW, WlI )986, 25 ~r 74 (2) 

CPT Antbony/pwc.1756- 1193/27Mar74 

I 
! 

$lftca~ly youra, 

U.WK),;IU.:r: • • VlLLtNtI 
artaa.l1u OIIoeral. VIA 
Au1aUllt Jud~ MlIOCat. Gaalral 

for 1U11tuy \..-r 

-

, 
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!'Ir •• 111 Sc:laot.l"r 
flll b.1l 'U 
~ Oftl"N. Callfonda 92644 

011 • .uJ.f .f Pr.l""'t KbOli. 1 _ taplyl"... to ,. ...... htt.", ot 14 ~ 1914 
nprilQI tho c:owc ..nllll -.4 a&ecuttOIl ot P'thau KdclU D. Slcrrtlt. M 
._ • _ -U ID. to. t". Pr.i ..... t ....... t tap.1,. ,.tae .... n,. to 
... ~ coo -iud ... _ tacoi_. 1hI.noton. 111. h_ .kad tboI ... pan.. .. t.. 
...s .... dM of lb. "''tlll. Qna~lI.t to rapl,. 111 lit. .... Illf b Ch_ 
a.ta_ n.z. til., " .... ,.c1al ~ladp o't a,.chl aut:Itorle,. ""'t 
tb.~. 1101' tlt.u _. ~ c.on-apo , Doa •• fo .. ardeJ to off1dw 
ot eM DaJo.n.-t of Dat_ •. 

lou = U _milia tli18 _ .n oa~ta1lll)' .... tat .... la. Var 
La ~ tr ..... 111 ltt1 c--. __ . 

OM. a.-.J.d, h" • ..,.r, b. WU)' of tho fwa clade,. of "111 ... 1 ... ,. 1Ih_ 
J ..... ot _ pua'" _ Pd"'at. Slo'f'1k, t.II.U .... ti __ •• q"" la a 
.... ,.rata atrwa,la .1t11 .. paw .... _I" b.ad _ 4 ... ro.lr clAa. to _lPia,· ua4. t1'I. 11_ of tlIova ....... lIoth uGa .... tb.. lIattlett.1III 
.. wall _ thwa 10 til. iDf_ Math c..., ot til. '&ire! l1li.1", d.,.d ... 
....... tho n,id ,roa.ntl_ ... tanP.atlOll c>t tlI.. tf..ttq. 1b.0rel,. .tt .... 
Pd",at. llAo-.1Jr.'. trial, AMno:. to~ 111 1al&1- _ttl ... (f.rt .. .......,. 
caaulti. 1.a tII.e -,. _~t wIlicb 111. _ to •• 10.-.. .. 1:11. J.at.tl<I 
of eM 'ulp. 

_OIl tII.e AI'IIt" "'Uc.c JM .. A,Ii =au "''tU tl'-.in" U .......... f "'f'1.'. "claw io us.. _ to oa..ru ti.a .... _ .... u. tiI_ ( 'loa 
c..a'tllll, K •• ,,- 12100"'01' or o.o.ratto.. tol' taU _,anon- t.a ... e ........ 
• tota. wbodlu too ."no ..... orMr tb.o _.t .. oa .. cooUIII, tho folt.wtq 
pe1:Dto .ota...... Pri".o llorlk II .. ,..f0n.4 .. t_e u. loty _4 
lt1a OOBdtoct" uttetotl .. dal.1ltuoco tat.\c co _14 III_ 1rI.oII .... 
oom_ .,. _WIl1Ila lDcareoroci_ 10 .. oat. ,1_. 'tIoo a .. t_oa adj""peI 
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9181 Tr .. 1l '15 
Garden Grove, CaUl. 

926 .. 

The Honorable lUc:~rd Nix'!" 
The While Houn 
Wuh1naton. D. C. 

n.ar Mr. Pruideot; 

, 
Marc:b 14. 197. 

HANDl iNG 

• -

La,t niaht 1 .a .. on televhioa ... "uUaDt movie. It .a. called "Th. J:::uc: .. Uoo 

01 Privata Slovik". I hope thaI )011 were lortu.nat. eoouab to ... ttlh bu.t in ca •• )011 clidn't It 

concerned the only man u:.c:uled 10 the United Stat •• Army for d ... rtlon aince the Civil War. 

Tbh luovle 1 nOI only enjo yed b!'\t it ,hocked me, that thi, wa ... te...-Ible thina 

to happen to .. mat'l onl y thirty y ...... ,0. It we. "rbarlc:, .. pedeU,. aince they Itll • ., at that 

time qu.1te .. bit about m •• 1tal dhordar aDd Uln .... 

What I'd Uke to •• k you 11 what you would do tn tbtl .Uuettao? Wou.1d you 01 

napped the ,"".eluion 01 Privata Slovlk. &1< .. :e it would be in your power 10 do ' 07 1 thoulbt 

tbtl we ... Ilnjo,ut and c:rllei thtn, to do, lince evert one make. milrake'.Bl1t Privata Slorik 

... a.n't llke everyone ehe, he ..... n't torahen for hh ",hrak ••• 1 tMllk that aU men ahould 

be !oraivell {or thFir .. ron,1 from a private to aVea lom"on" llke Iha pre,id"al, 

To finbh, 1 hope: lhat it a .ttuation llk" thl.. ev"r arb", aaain you w0l11d take 

action to "top It. B"eal1l" remember Antone c;:-.n be on triall 

8..u 4</.",P
BiU Scb.Deider 

I,H 3986 

) 
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The Pruidenl of the United Stale_ of America 
The While Houle 
Walhinlillon. D. C • 
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JW-c(: 
l'tt. M1U Ciofti 

It .. _" •• _no tb. h. ,,_ aatlc:1pet-.d. bot tit. iIllPCllllt1«1 of II _ • 
..... A. pllllll1ah_Ol: vooal" GIlly .... _ .""~U.hed th • .e._Ad'. PIlrlI'C'III 
ot obtaid", fr .... _ fro. tbw. dan","n .. M.m ht.. CD ___ ... n .-.qllind 
to f&col ol.d.ly • 

.&1l ot tlI. __ faao'" eb-U 10. Mm •• nod wb_ att.,.tiD& to .... r
ataa.4 th_ trapdJ of I'd ..... u Il.arlk'. c. •. 

I tn.t that tbu pron_ tl:I. lafOnaUOD yo.. duLno. 

CF: 
DACS-XSW, WH 4015, 26)101'74 (2) 

~AnthonYJPWC/756-119J/28Mar74 

~(.J; D. ;Illl,IAJoII 
lripdhr (loIruoral, USA 
.wdu.ant Judaa M-nw:at. G.Mra.l 

for M;Ui~ry t.. 

r---__ _ 
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, 
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Hr. Mike Cioffi 
asCI Sluos tonG Lon .. 
S".rrllla . Nf!If Jars",. 08916 

On b<lhalf of Pr .. i<laut ltilroll, I. 8lII rapl,.inli to ,.o ... r letter postu.arud 
19 Hardl 1974 rellarding the co ... rt-martial an.d ..... " ... t1on of PrlvaU £ddia D. 
Slov.li. hi .... cb BII he .. ould lika too, tha fraaidaot .:.noot ..... p1y peraOl!.a11y 
to e_1:}' colllDlIlnie.tioo. he u....r....... 'l"buefora. bl!. b ..... ked th" depart
IIII!Ote md agnru:iu of the iedaru t:overnmallt to topl,. in hiB behalf 10 thOle 
imltaoroe. wbau th.., hl!lVB epadal lm ..... ladS .. or epadal authority lIlullllr 
tha 1.,. For thiB "_<RI. your eor:reapondenOll W&8 {olVarded to official.. 
of the Depan ... nt of Dafanlla. 

YO\lI" _ta conearniog tbu caSII "" cartaillly Imdarst..,dabl.e. Wllr 
ill e1,,4ya tragic U. ita consaquenc. •• 

One pould, howOlVU, be ,,"ry of tha (alae cl.ar1ty of b1n<lalgb.t. WheQ 
judgllGllt ,,1.11 IUISaad on 'l'r1vate Slavik, this nation .. All 80sasad in 4 
d_perna atrue&la with a 1'''''01' wbleb h.d co .. dangarowly c:loee. too 
enalaviq mankind. Th .. Uvea of tb ..... ana.. botb thoee. 00 the battlefield 
... \taU u thoee 1n tbe 1nflllllOUll death <:.uopa of the 'l"b.trd !leich. dapanded 
upon tha rapid p ...... ecution and terminnl"" of tha fight1n". Sbortly attar 
Pri .. at. Slovik:'a trial, ADeticen fore .. in SalgllJlllfer. auffarl1!o1l haa,., 
c.uualti .... in r:ha .......,. Olll!I1Aught wlen be c ..... to ba kll<Ull .. eh .. Batda 
of the Bulp. 

'ilIum th. Anq Aad.tllllt Judla Advocat. Gflnllra.l tr,.,..lIitted the Board of 
Qo-riw'. dacl.illioll !.II thiJI c .... to General li.illellh"'er. tbe thllll Co_dina 
Gall.ral, European theater of Ope.rati ..... , for hu eoD8idaratlon 11!0 datllt'" 
-.d.id1!o1{ whether to appra'Y'll and "r&!r !:ba aaota1!oca UIHluted. til'l fall_illA 
pointa vere .. cia. Privata Slovik had perfol'Ulfld JlO front ll.ne duty and 
hb conduct d .. onIItraud • daUberate intant to ... oid .uch buard.o\lll 
aarrlOll by obtaining :!.llcarcarac:!."11 111 a "afe pli1C11. Thl! ."Ilt8I1ce. adjudged 





f'~~~~-t.1Jlk 
Ci otti} &'£,"0 fj}vt..5Ione.!Q/ll( 5oM<.;rv,Jle., J.,je. ...... · 

J",<y o8~7r. 
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25 Har 74 ~J«)()RE, StEVE , . .,. ~ .... 
"MO.' ........ ~ D 0<. ' ~.n 

&xecution of Slovik. 

Prepare 
en a1,lthorh:ed 
attached preprinted tran'lIt t tel moe_r and"", 
to 'nIOII" K. wtllMtr .. app r oving th,'''''D 
Handcar t y completed action to WKLO, ' 
ASAP, but NLT date above. 

, tt\l 
'lI;~M l j 

, 

co_o,~.,. ""M --------------1 
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~;;;;I.~~'~'G~NA~ru~RE (dco.oble spaced on ploin bond paper) 
f ile copy). Signoh.lre of on authori~ed officigl 

on the attached preprinted memo to The Speciol Assi>tonl 
of Defense. If required, COIM1ents providing bodcground 

,;'".00.",<:<: the preprinted memo . Completed aclioru Wlauld 
ooon os p~ible but nd later than clCM 01 bu,il'\eSS oIsuspens.:t 

is being held by the CQITe!pOndenc:e Corllrol Bronch, OOASD CA), 

I I IAR 1914 
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... _n .n. ... u ........ mtid.pllced. but the u,.c..lt1oft of • l.eQ 

..... t. pllldab-..t _...w cmly bn. .~U.h" the aco-...t'. ,urpoe. 

ot obtAa.1q fMd_ fr_ tho.. ~n vhic:b bJ... COlli: .... 1M ... Nq1l1nd 

AU of tb. __ facton .bollld b. no ..... nd II_II att..,ti., to ... door

.t.IrDd the tr ... d7 ot Pr1 ••• Slonk'. e. •. 

RIatUD II. IimJtl' 

a, 
DACS -XSIJ • loll 3993, 25 )too .. 710 

r 
ICPT Anthony/pwc/756-1193/27Mar7~ , 
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liz. 'tft'a IIoor. 
2600 •• _nlI Court 
ccnchneU. Obio 4SZ16 

Of 'rb.e. 1404i. D. Iloftll. 

_lav1I1,' U..... l1!.. lJ._ ot tho ...... boca thoo. 011 W. b.ttI..U.U 

...- u.. 1'0p14 ,1'OO.cu.tlOll -.d t.rm..otioa of tho ttpU... .ortly 01 ... 1' 

'I'be«> '~'o eriol, -'-ri.,. fORM 1a IIO..lp .... no • .ttoriltl: to....,. 

c.1IolU .• ill UrI. __ ..... l.aIqbt vb1ch b __ to bo ~ _ til ... tt1.o 

l1li_ tH AnI)' AII.io .... ' JIId.-~. Cenoral u'_IIH,ooI ttl ..... ro!. ot 

Ran ... •• MWJ.oo 1. tb.te ..... to GaQeI'l.l l:J.e.nh ....... tho thea '--diJIt 

1OIt"1'Il1, £"1''''''' tla..cOI' ot Operat.i_. fol' Ide _1dol'uJ,oR ill _t.I" 
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROUTING SUP 
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I"~C.UA"V O~ 'M~ u"y 

IIIC."UY O. TM~ A," .O"C~ 

1 ___ +:-- fro ... ' .. "_ .... ~ .... "<·I 

I---+=~~'·=·:':"""'·I 

... 

Ano 

HOn behalf of Pre5idenl Nixon, I om 
" ....... ....... 

ACVAMn AcnOM COPY 



... .on ...... n tll_ .. .., .. Ud~t.4 •• ut til ..... tU .. of .. 1._ 
• __ n ,..t.~t .0000d ~l.y ..... "'COlIIfoU.IIh. th. accw • '>U'J>W. 
of oIi taUJlIlI fn ... fro. Ulo.. d.IIQp .. whlda t. (' ..... '1" _n hoI-.1"", 
to f_ uUy . 

A..U of t.b<I .... _ f..,ton .IlDllld •• r_ ... .....:. 
. ta04 t.M cr ... , of Fri'f.r.. Slovill. • cu •• 

CF: 
DACS-XS~. WH 4011, 26~r14 (2) 

... " 
mY 

,D 
Lall'llOta •• 1JD.U4MI 
IIr iPouhr c...ral. US ... 
..... t.tDt Ju4 • .l4Yocat. (MM r al 

for :J.U un' _ 

- . ''''., ; . 
.0 
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JI,AJ CC I. 11M &1'4 

lir. hall. .. rtMO, Jr. 
, Stl,.'ClIl Itr_t 
J .... tooI. 1Iho4. t.1.-. 02919 

lIM..: lit. /iuhno 

011 bw.alf of Pr_la.nt lib., 1 _ replylDl to your attet of U ~rcb l.9H 
Oa.ardilll th. CO\lI't 'Mnia! ",,<I U.CurtOIl of 'rivate udi. D. Sank. All 
_ell _ ba .,ooold illt_ to, a.. Pr...1domt -,ot ra,l,. p41rtollall, to 
.""IT ID tc.at:l.OII be ... a.t ...... Thu.f"n, h. tI .. _kaf the depen_Dc. 
........ d._ of the 'eo:\ual eo,..m.ut to noply 111 lit. II_lilt ill til •• 
i-..t __ .. ben u.., • ..,. .,.d.al );_bod .. or .,..d.al authority WMt 
tile 1 •• lor diu r_ •• 1C1OU" con .. potldIuoa v_ (otv.~ to otUd~ 
of bHo o.~rt_t of 0.'_0. 
You co DU -c.rat.a,: tld.- e.e an oan:.dal, ~ntad.lllla . ,b,r 
U ahr.,.. trape: ia iu _~UU_. 

o.a. """vld, .... ..,.r. " ... ory of tAil tw. clancy of b~l"'t. 1Ib_ 
jlOd ..... t .... p.a-.J _ t'r19ar. U.ov.t.k, tbt. uti .. ,,_ .1I~ •• c! ia " 
.... ,.rat. u.~ ,,1t.b II .-u -.bleb. " ... _ .t.-.. r_l, elM. to 
_lPiaa. ! e..... DHo U.,.. of tho ......... hell tb •• _ t.Mo battu.Ua!4 
__ u _ u •• 1ft tlae b.f_ .... 1I ~ or the ThIrd Ialdl. de,.'te" 
... t.be -.:.,14 _"",oculi __ 01. toonta.ad.oa of tao U~tiaa. lIbortly oatur 
Frbate 51o.u.. 'II trial, ""rlca fo~ 10 l1li1&1 __ 1'0 .u.tfn11l1 h....,. 
CMualt1 .. 10 tho ... _La.,pc ..tl1da b .. CD. Co bo bcIotD .. tl,. lattl. 
of tIM Bill ... 

l1li_ tbo Ani)' ", ... u.t_t Ju.dp .w._<;at.o o.OOl'U t1:_ld.tud tha !loud of 
.. ". ' . <lIIa-1oa 10 th18 c.MO to c.OOl'al 1:18"'_a". tho thaD Lo =~tolit 
GiJDoII"U. lw:opa_ Tb.uo" of Ope".U ...... fo" h18 _'oIIneUOD 10 6aur 
od..DJ.D$ what.bar Co ... "ro.,. -.d or<llll' Cho .antaaca .. cutad. tha lol1Dv1. ... 
po10U ... re ..... '''bata 81.oYik. h .... p&l'forMd 00 fll!'Ollc 1100 duty _d 
hU coa4u.et o--truH • dItllbo"ato btallt to II'I01d .\.Ida b .. ud_ 
.amea ~1 obtailliol 1DcUc.rat1oD 10 ••• fa ploea. Ttlo .onUO<;.O adju.dl"'d 
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PUllan a 
of P~e.. Signature of an .uthorl~ed 
vill be .~ on t~ attached preprinted 

28 Ku 14 

"" ;: .. '~ 
[ ~~o .... « ......... u •• ~nu'M.O 

tran.dCtal to Tlbaoa. K.<.~~~~,~j O <o_oo ... ,~ .... 
I. apptQVina 

action to :::::;; __ ~;:;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;;;;:j Ill_pan,. date 
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File copy). Signolur. of on OO lhorize.d officiol 

on the attached preprinted memo 10 The Spe<:iol Auistonl 
'?, ·~._~~~~t of Defenile. If required, COI'I'W'flenh providing background 

,;"~"d on the preprinted "''''"0. Completed <>el ions shOoJ I d 
soon os pOloSible but nol loter than close of business of IoUIPens. 

i. being held by the COlT1!spondence Control llronch, OOASD (A) • 
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v_ .on "WU 0_ II ......... t..lci~. lI"t die 1oIpoeiti_ <If. 1M • 

.... r. poaia"'o.t _<MOl' 0Ill1" b ... aceo,..l.1a ..... IiuI ..:c:." '. purro-. 

to face •• Uy • 

• taM; thoe tr.....,. or l'rl.,.U SlAlTUt'. eaa •. 

cr, 
DACS-lCSW. WH )994, 25Mar14 I 

f.~thony /rwcI156-119 3/2 7M!I.:,",,,;:----.J.' __ -', ... r,.,._~ 
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....... ..". 
11.4 Tract Dri" 
~l'_c. , ... On... t7S1' 

of I'I'b'aU ....... D. 'l8rlk. 

0.. "'-U,' •.• 1', ... wuy of eM twa c.lui.f;J' of Idadd.t. Vb_ 

J ..... ' ... p •• " _ I'd"". 5Ja..s.t, ~ ...c1_ •• .....,ad b • 

c.Ml.a... i:a Dol ...... _l.aaiIPt ni.da 1iI __ to ... ~ - tH lattl-. 

.f eM hl. •• 

.... tM ~ &Nut_t J .... Wi '111:0 "'1'.J. u..-lu .... tM loud. .r 

.. ~'. "cUt. 18 diu __ to QIo"..,al U. 'au, 0.. lb_ er. 'iq 

0 ... ..:&1, ~ !Ia.our of Operou_. for lib _:l.dilraU .. 1. "tar

u.t .. ~UI.r to .,.,.". ... ordar tho ._tu_ •• COIt .... lb. foU_iIat 
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...~~.~. _.,,, ,~,,,,~, "~L' ._ "."""~ • 
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C <O_O>,N, < • ... 1" ---------------- 1 
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SECRETARY OF DEFEI'ISe I!OUTII'IG SLIP 

" 
.~,~ ..... o~ Ov'" 

I """un .cuu,", 0' ",,'un 

.)2, .. H ,AL' ...... "' , -
fcUTU.O' '"f A ..... 

•• a " .. ,.,,.,,_ ............ ,1<.) 

:::::::r·~·;o_,;._ .. ",,,-, 
AIO rf"'., .. , .... , "."'''' .. , .. _) 

A ... "".'" 

'''O.''U'OO'' 

__ +COO""'UU UPL" .n .. 

"On behalf of P ..... i<!enl Nixon, 10m ,............... " ..... " 



J.., """ 
KI: ..... ~. V. I. I:nUac 

".. .ne .... no til. ba b80l _tid.plllad ..... tn iJlpodti_ of • t.. 
a_no F tel! t --U CIIlly ~ • ; 41:11011 .. ttl. ac_ .... '. ~. 
of _ta1a1 .. & ..... f..- u._ 4aDtIIn wb1cb lit. _ ..... vuo ~ .. v:iwd 
to face • ..u.,.. 

All of Cll.. __ faatDn -.baal' '"' r_"ulld 1fb_ .tt...,u.c.. to ........ 
otaAi tho tn .. ..,. of ,rI. .... t. Sla't'lk'. a. •. 

I t~t tb.u diu pron_ clio t ... fora.t1_ )'0\1 .... 1ra. 

CF: 
OACS-XSW, WH 3737 , 25 Mar 14 (2) 

CPT Anthony/~c/756-1193/27Har74 

SiD_my Joan. 

w.o 
UWUIICl II. VIll.U~ 
Irlpd.hr c. ... nl., IIIIA 
MobUnt )ud. hI..,cat. GotIIIIc-.1. 

fDr lI11ttuy 1._ 

• 



hr. _ 1Ir.. II. a. Inuer 
41J w.t P1aa Str .. t a..e_. ' .... ,.baL. 17042 

raWW4 

011 b.tl8.lf of Pn.ldeQt fib_, ! _ "p1yt.D. to YOYl: Illlttlllr of 13 Mer_ l!i14 
rqucU.q u.. court-u.rt1.al md 1II.C:UUoa of PriVatlll I!clll1. 1.1. 11ovil< ..... 
-.act. u II ... ouLI likIII til, tholll Pnaldout canot n,ly ,.nOll8.l1, to 
.... 11'}' Cl m'utloo IaIII nCllllJ._. 1I:r.cnton, b. 10. __ ked th. clepal't.ntill 
all "nd .. of the Fed..,8.l Go"..~t to npl,. 10 hu blllb8.lf h thoOlllIll 
h.t.M, ..a.r. tho.,. b ..... ,.I:18.l bowad .. or .,.d.8.l lIIuthOrity IadIIIr 
u.. 1_. for tilt.. n __ , )'01I.r o:orrapoada,CI .... forver." to off1c1&b 
at tbe r.pal'blllllt of Doef_ •• 

You _till _n.1.a. tilt.. <:.M ... =rtl!iD.l,. ...suumt.le. lIu 
1.8 aw.~ trqk 1a i~ _I11III __ . 

lJIIIII. lIIt1oaJ.d, lIa ••• r. b ... ~ ot tJaa tu... c.larlty 0' bll11fsi",t. liii0_ 
j-..-e -.. " .. alllll .. Prt •• u Slorlk, tilt. .. tl ___ II1II&." 1.8 III 
",.ratlll .t~ _ittl III r-ar ¥bieb bad _ d_ .. ~l,y clOIII. to 
_lIIIrl ....... 1IId. The U".. of th_ .... botll ttl.a .. mill battllllUlilld 
- ... U _ tb_ ta tblll Uf __ aU c:MfI'III of thoa '!bird &II1ctr., Up s d I 
..- tk. tapld PrHIIIQt101l ... ~nlaa&ioa of tbIII UpU",. A ... t1, altilir 
Priv.ta llorlJt '. trial, .... rleaoa fo .. _ La klp_ ....... llIfa .. t., baiII'IrJ' 
r.mualti .. 111 the .... _~t wlr.im 11 __ to bill .......... tbIII a.ttllll 
of tblll 1I1lt •• 

Iih .. tblll ArrIt AqUUDt .1.,. Mvoc:.t. IOMIIItlll1 tT __ tt'" thoa lIGanI of 
Ian.'. _cbioll ill thu eM. ~ Ca!>aY1.l IlUIIIIIh_r. 1:.11111 ell .. CD _dl,.. 
"'lIIIItlll1, 1 .... ',.- 'rtI1IIat.t 'f o,. .. au ..... fot U. _icle .. ati_ ill datllE-
IIPlIdQI.m.u.. .. t • ."to'"' ad on"r Ch ... Dt ... CIII _I:II!_. tAli foll-u., 
poiau _1:111..... 'riVal. Slovik had pa.rfonlll<! 00 hOllt U. dllt)' _01 
111111 _dllet __ uatad III _manta iaual: to a .... i4 SIl_ b ...... . 
•• nt_ It, Dbtd.n! •• b.urClllrlltiCJQ ill III a.fa ,1_. ~ saat ... CIII ..:Iju.d,d 



OffICE Of THE SKUTAtT Of DEfENSE 
w ........ OTO ... D.C. _, 

ZZ March 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR Colooel Walter W. Plummer /" Jfj1 
Deputy Secretary oC the Gem;.l>Il"fSta{! 
Olfice oC the Chid of StaLt;"""" USA 
Room 3E_669 .,./' 

The attached inquiry has been reviewed and, baled upon the 
lIeneral tone of the lette r , you should limply reply with the standard 
r e .pon.e which 1 understand i8 being prepared to COVer "The Exec u_ 
tion of PVT Slovik" inquiries. There il no need to addrell the .ug_ 
geltion regarding life insurance. 

Attachment 

Kenneth R. BaUey 
LTC, USA 
Military Allistant 
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