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Meeting Notes

The 11th National Ornithology Conference held successfully in Lanzhou University

The 11th National Ornithology Conference was successfully held in Lanzhou University during 8-15
August 2011. This conference was hosted by China Zoology Society’s Ornithology Branch and organized
by Lanzhou University and Gansu Anxi Jihan Desert National Nature Protection Zone Authority, with the
support from WWE, Chinese Academy of Forestry Science’s Center of Bird Banding, Lanzhou University Key
Lab of Ministry of Education in Drought and Grassland Ecology, and several other organizations. About 400
representatives from various organizations attended the conference.

The opening ceremony was conducted by Prof. ZHANG Zhengwang, the General Secretary of China
Ornithology Society from Beijing Normal University. The Deputy Secretary of Party Committee of
Lanzhou University, LI Hengbing, delivered a welcoming speech. Prof. LIU Naifa from Lanzhou University,
the chairman of China Zoology Society’s Ornithology Branch, delivered a speech representing China
Ornithology Society. Deputy Director of Gansu Forestry Department GAO Pan, Deputy Director of Gansu
Environmental Protection Department YUAN Shengsan, and Director of Gansu Anxi Jihan Desert National
Nature Protection Zone Authority YANG Zengwu delivered speeches and congratulated on the opening
of the conference and wished the success. Prof. ZHENG Guangmei from Beijing Normal University and
Chinese Academy of Sciences and Prof. MA Jianzhang from Northeast Forestry University and Chinese
Academy of Engineering attended the ceremony.

The theme of the conference was “Avian Life History Strategy and Migratory Bird Resource Protection. The
conference was composed of several parts, including symposium reports, section report, poster sections, etc.
The Third China Bird Photography Exhibition was also held during the conference.

In the closing ceremony, several awards were given to the winners. Prof. LU Xin gave a conclusion speech for
the conference. Prof. DING Ping gave a closing address, and thanked Lanzhou University for the exceptional
work for the success of this conference.

(The Secretariat of China Ornithological Society)

China Youth Ornithologist Conference (the 7th Kingfisher Forum) was successfully held in Lanzhou
University

China Youth Ornithologist Conference (the 7th Kingfisher Forum) was successfully held in Lanzhou
University between 7 and 8 August 2011. The conference was hosted by China Zoological Society’s
Ornithology Branch and was organized by Lanzhou University, with the support from China Zoological
Society, Beijing Zoo, Biodiversity and Ecological Engineering Key Lab of Ministry of Education (Beijing
Normal University), and Northeast Forestry University. About 100 students from 25 organizations
participated this forum.

Emeritus Chairman of China Ornithology Society and Academician Prof. ZHENG Guangmei and the
Chairman Prof. LIU Naifa, the Deputy Chairman Prof. LU Xin, the General Secretary Prof. ZHANG
Zhengwang, and the Deputy General Secretary Prof. ZHANG Yanyun attended the opening ceremony and
this forum.

The conference was composed of two parts. The first part was the research reports from students. A total of
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31 students presented their research on topics including avian breeding and life history evolution, molecular
genetics, behavioral ecology, community dynamics, migration and conservation biology. Upon election,
Golden Kingfisher Award, Silver Kingfisher Award and Excellent Report Award were given to selected
students.

The second part was the professional development forum. Prof. LIU Naifa and Prof. WANG Yong from
Alabama A&M University conducted seminars on avian life history and avian research design and data
analysis, respectively. This seminars were very informative and addressed the common issues in experiment
design and statistical analysis, and lay a solid foundation for future scientific research.

This forum also provided opportunities to discuss difficulties and problems in avian studies through round
table discussions. Prof. LIU Naifa, Prof. LU Xin and Prof. LIANG Wei were invited to have a thorough
exchange with the students.

In the end, Prof. ZHANG Yanyun gave a conclusion for this forum. He gave a full recognition of the
conference, but also pointed out some issues. He proposed to build a formal mechanism of academic
exchange and discussion among graduate students using the Kingfisher Forum as a platform, and enhancing
the research of graduate student in Ornithological studies in China. He also proposed a reform of the form
and content in the future Kingfisher Forums in order to better meet the needs of all students. He hoped
the students to improve research skills, enhance academic exchange and promote the development of
ornithology studies in China.

(The Secretariat of China Ornithological Society)

The conference of development of bird watching activities in eastern China and protection of habitat of
migratory birds

The conference of development of bird watching activities in eastern China and protection of habitat
of migratory birds was hosted in Zhejiang Museum of Natural History by China Ornithological Society
(COS), WWE, and was organized by Bird Watching Unit of COS and Zhejiang Wild Bird Society. Thirty-one
representatives from 14 organizations attended the conference.

The conference was conducted by Dr. CHEN Shuihua, the Secretary of Zhejiang Wild Bird Society. Dr.
Ding Ping, the Deputy President of COS and Prof. of Zhejiang University, ZHONG Jia, the leader of Bird
Watching Unit of COS and editor of China Bird Watching, and FU Xinghua, the project official of WWF
gave the speeches. Prof. MA Zhijun from Fudan University reported the Development of Bird Watching
Activities in Estuaries and Coasting Areas in China and Its Contribution to the Protection of Birds and
Habitats. Representatives from various areas introduced the past works and future plans. Mr. FU Huaxing
from WWF introduced the framework of the Project of Protection of Habitats along the Migratory Routes
in Eastern China. Ms. ZENG Ming, the liaison manager of WWF Yangtze Project, introduced the plan to
establish “Protection of Migratory Birds and Habitats” as the theme of the activity of “2012 The Envoy of
Wetland,” and invited conference participants to discuss and design the theme and action plan for “2012 The
Envoy of Wetland”.

(The Secretariat of China Ornithological Society)

Summary of the Ninth Cross-Strait Avian Symposium

The Ninth Cross-Strait Avian Symposium co-sponsored by Taiwan Normal University and National Taiwan
University, Taiwan Council of Agriculture Forest Service and National Park Service Taijiang was held in
Taipei between 16—-24 December 2011. There were nearly 150 experts attended this conference, including
20 mainland avian experts from institute of zoology of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing Normal
University, Beijing Forestry University, Central People’s University of China, Fudan University, Northeast
Forestry University, Hainan Normal University, Lanzhou University, Wenzhou University, Gansu Anxi
hyper-arid desert National Nature Reserve, Gansu College of Life Science and Technology, Shandong Long
Island National Nature Reserve, Northwest Institute of Plateau Biology of Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Deputies from Taiwan Forestry Bureau, Council of Agriculture, and Taiwan River National Park, Taiwan
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Normal University Department of Life Science, National Taiwan University Department of Forestry and
Resource Conservation, Zoological Society of China gave speeches at the opening ceremony in the morning
of 17 December. They also welcomed all attendees and wished the great accomplishment of this conference.
Prof. ZHANG gave speech and expressed appreciation for the contrition by leading ornithologists including
YAN Chongwei, LIU Xiaoru, WANG Yin etc. and departments and institutes who promoted the cross-
strait communication on ornithological studies and conservation. He also expressed respect and support to
research conducted by Taiwan ornithologists including LI Shouxian, YUAN Xiaowei, DING Zongsu, who are
actively engaging in cross-strait academic communication.

The academic conference was composed of oral and poster sessions and three additional forms. Beijing
Normal University, Prof. ZHANG Zhengwang and National Taiwan University Prof. YUAN Xiaowei co-
chaired the conference main session. There were five lectures including “Macro-ecology of East Asia bird
migration” (Presenter: Association Prof. SU Dingzong from Taiwan University), “Crested Ibis Protection
and reintroduction” (Prof. DING Changqing, Beijing Forestry University,), “Complex speciation in birds
” (Prof. LI Shouxian, Taiwan Normal University), “China avian endemism: revealed by phyogeographical
approach” (Prof. LEI Fumin, IOZ, Chinese Academy of Sciences), “Co-evolution of Eurasian Cuckoo and
Ashy-throated Parrotbill” (Prof. LIANG Wei, Hainan Normal University). The study area of the lectures
and reports included five topics, which were urbanization and invasive species on birds, bird migration and
disease prevention and control, bird song and behavior study, bird diversity and biodiversity conservation,
molecular biology and other new technology applications in ornithology. A total of 37 research reports were
presented at the conference. Twelve reports were from mainland ornithologists. They were “The impact of
exotic invasive plant: Spartina alterniflora on Chongming Dongtan Bird communities ” (Associate Prof. MA
Zhijun, Fudan University), “Impact of beach development on distribution and abundance of water bird
at coastal wetland: a study in Bohai Bay” (Prof. ZHANG Zhengwang, Beijing Normal University), “Light
induced reproductive endocrine rhythm of sparrows in Beijing city” (Associate Prof. ZHANG Shuping,
Central People’s University), “A preliminary research of the distribution and winter ecology of Marsh
Grassbird Locustella pryeri” (Prof. LI Feng, Northeast Forestry University), “The host-utilization by cuckoos
in a system with multiple cuckoo species in China” (Prof. LIANG Wei, Hainan Normal University,), “The
egg-laying and incubation behavior of blood pheasant” (Institute of Zoology, JIA Chenxi researcher),
A study on the behavior of Siberian Crane Grus leucogeranus in spring in Momoge, Jilin Province” and “
A preliminary study on the habitat use by Siberian Crane Grus leucogeranus in spring in Momoge, Jilin
Province” (Prof. LI Xiaomin, Northeast Forestry University), “The flocking behavior of White-eared
Pheasant (Crossoptilon crossoptilon)” (Dr. WANG Nan, Beijing Forestry University), “The plasticity of basic
heat production in birds” (Prof. LIU Jinsong, Wenzhou University), “The nest-site selection and reproductive
success of the Yellow-bellied Tits” (Associate Prof. DENG Wenhong, Beijing Normal University), “The role
and influence of nature reserve management on bird conservation” (Associate Prof. XU Jiliang, Beijing
Forestry University).

“Cross-strait forum on bird conservation and research” was held in the evening on 17 December. Experts
discussed the cooperation status and the trend in future and also proposed plan and suggestions for further
academic cooperation and communication on cross-strait bird research. In addition, 10 posters were
involved in the communication and 3 of them were from the mainland. The symposium also published a
booklet of abstracts with 51 abstracts, 20from mainland scholars.

The conference accomplished greatly with four features. First, wide range involvement. Thirteen different
department and universities from mainland attended, reaching the record of the number of attendee
comparing with previous symposiums. Second, extensive research topics. the conference included not
only the traditional bird species, distribution, population surveys, breeding and wintering ecology, but
also the invasive species on birds, large-scale ecological pattern analysis, song, physiological and ecological,
pathological analysis, and molecular biology and other new technologies; new requirement for optimized
conservation policy aroused due the advanced progress on ornithology. Third, there were significant
progress and improvement, especially in view of the bird migration ecology, molecular biology technology,
nest parasitism and parasite-host co-evolution, etc. These studies have made a significant breakthrough;
some research results have been approached or reached the international advanced level. Fourth, the
conference showed that cross-strait ornithological studies and the number of young scholars are growing
quickly; research ability and knowledge level are improving, providing a wealth of human resources for
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ornithology study on mainland and Taiwan.

On December 18, the closing ceremony conference was held in the afternoon. Taiwan Normal University,
Prof. WANG Ying summarized this conference and provided suggestions for the future of cross-strait
cooperation and communication on ornithology. Sectary in Chief of China Ornithological Society, Prof.
ZHANG Zhengwang, fully affirmed the achievements of this workshop appreciated the effort made by the
organizer of the conference, and presented gifts to the attendees of Taiwan. Prof. ZHANG Zhengwang also
invited experts to attend the 10th conference which will be held in China in 2013.

Before and after the conference, the delegations from mainland also visited the Guandu Nature Park,
Taiwan River National Park, Alishan Star Park and the Snowy Mountains National Forest Scenic Area on a
field trip. The bird habitat restoration and environmental education in Guandu Nature Park, Black-faced
Spoonbill (Platalea minor) conservation and public conservation awareness education in Taijiang National
Park, Activities of spontaneously promoted the conservation of Blue Pheasant (Lophura swinhoii) and flying
squirrel (Pteromyini spp.) and other rare and endangered animals in Ali Star Park community, birdwatching
and ecotourism in the Snowy Mountains National Forest Scenic Area, impressed all delegators.

After attending this conference, experts deeply understood the difficulty they encountered in promoting
the cross-strait academic communication of avian research. The attendees also suggested improvement and
progress for ornithology in both mainland and Taiwan.

(The Taipei-visiting delegation of COS)

Pheasant Research

Distribution and status of the Reeves’s Pheasant, a lesson for conservation in China

Reeves’s Pheasant (Syrmaticus reevesii) is a threatened and endemic Galliformes species in China, which was
widespread and common in central China historically. As Reeves’s Pheasant was only classified nationally
2nd protected wildlife species, the forestry departments didn’t pay enough attention to conservation of this
species, resulting that the population has drastically decreased in the past few decades and was considered
to be globally threatened. Because the latest records of the situation of this species was from 1980s to 1990s,
its distribution and habitat condition was still insufficient. It is therefore necessary to take a comprehensive
survey in its previously distribution area.

We used line transect and interview methods to reinvestigate its population status in its previously
distribution area between April to December in 2011. We surveyed 72 locations in 41 counties across
Chonggqing city and Hubei, Hunan, Sichuan, Guizhou Shaanxi provinces. We found that there was no
evidence about the presence of Reeves’s Pheasant in Chongqing, Hunan and Sichuan province, which meant
it might have been extinct in these areas. The situation for Reeves’s Pheasant in Guizhou where it was used
to be widespread in Bijie, Zunyi and Tongren regions is critical endangered. We found that t this species only
distributed in four Nature Reserves The population was on the brink of extinction in two of these reserves
and was scattered in only 20 km? area in the other two reserves. Besides, we found that the populations in
Hubei and Shaanxi province was also not in good condition, with the populations in 87.5% of the sites were
rapidly declining and in 9% of the sites were extinct in the past 30 decades.

The survey results indicate that the distribution area of Reeves’s Pheasant was atrophy, and the population
was rapidly declining. Many researchers mentioned that poaching and habitat loss and fragmentation
caused Reeves’s Pheasant critical endanger. We found that poisoning when farming was also a important
reason for this situation. It was found in 73.6% of the sites that poisoning was very common when farmers
worked the land. In conclusion, we suggested that the state should list Reeves’s Pheasant to nationally first-

grade protected wildlife species.
(ZHOU Chunfa and ZHANG Zhengwang, Beijing Normal University; XU Jiliang, Beijing Forestry
University)
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Ecological distribution and spatial niche of pheasants in the Karst mountains of southwest Guangxi
Province, China
The Karst mountain area along the Sino-Vietnam border of southwest Guangxi has been designated a
Global Biodiversity Hotspot” since 2003.We conducted a survey of pheasant species in this area, with
seven species recorded, namely Chinese Francolin (Francolinus pintadeanus), Bar-backed Partridge
(Arborophila brunneopectus), Mountain Bamboo Partridge (Bambusicola fytchii), Chinese Bamboo Partridge
(Bambusicola thoracica), Red Junglefowl (Gallus gallus), Silver Pheasant (Lophura nycthemera) and Common
Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus). Analysis and comparison of the distribution and spatial niche of these seven
pheasant species revealed that Red Junglefowl had the widest spatial niche, while Chinese Francolin had the
narrowest. The spatial niche overlap index was high between Chinese Francolin and the Common Pheasant,
Chinese Bamboo Partridge, and Red Junglefowl. With narrow distribution range, small population, and
lower ecological adaptability, it is likely that the Bar-backed Partridge is the most vulnerable pheasant species
in this area. The results suggest more research and conservation measures are required for pheasant habitat
protection in the Karst areas of southwest Guangxi.

(YU Chen-Xing, YANG Gang, LI Dong, ZHOU Fang , Guangxi University, Nanning)

Himalayan Monal (Lophophorus impejanus): distribution, habitat and population status in Tibet, China

The Himalayan Monal (Lophophorus impejanus) is a national first grade protected species in China. Current
knowledge of the Himalayan Monal in China is poor. An investigation of its distribution, numbers and
habitat was conducted during a two-year investigation from 2008 to 2009 in southern Tibet, especially in
Lhozhag, Cona and Yadong counties. In total, 12 sightings were recorded during the study period. Our data
suggest that this bird is mainly found in Medog, Zayu, Cona, Lhunze, Lhozhag, Nyalam, Dingjie, Gamba
and Yadong counties on the southern slopes of the Himalayas. Its western-most location was confirmed to
be Nyalam County. The bird ranges in elevation from 3800 to 4300 m in summer and from 3200 to 3500 m
in winter. We sighted 36-37 individual birds, consisting of 8-10 males, 1620 females and 7-8 sub-adults
inhabiting the area around the Kajiu Monastery in Lhozhag County. The birds are mainly found in rocky
forests, interspersed with steep slopes, cliffs and alpine meadows at elevations between 3800 and 4000 m.
The population density of the Himalayan Monal near the Kajiu Monastery is 2.03 individual birds per km?,
much larger than that of Yadong and Cona counties (0.052 individuals per km?).
(MA Xiaochun, GUO Junfeng and YU Xiaoping, Shaanxi Normal University)

Waterbird Research

A new winter record of Mandarin Duck (Aix galericulata) in Hengqin Island, Zhuhai

From June 2010, South China Institute of Endangered Animals investigated the terrestrial vertebrates of
Henggqin Island. Henggqin Island is located in the south corner of the nation, near Macau. Native vegetation
on the island is deteriorating rapidly. On 6 September, we found seven mandarin ducks Aix galericulata —
three males and four females at Shilanzhou (22°03'50"N, 113°29'52"E). On 23 November, 20 individuals, 10
males and 10 females, were found at the same place. It was observed that mandarin ducks were eating the
leaves of Lantana camara which was an invasive species. This is the first time that the wintering population
of A. galericulata was founded in an oceanic island of China.

(LI Xiaoyan, LI Jingjing and HU Huijian, South China Institute of Endangered Animals)

The population of a critical endangered bird (Thalasseus bernsteini) breeding in Zhejiang province is
increasing

The project “Critical endangered bird Chinese Crested Tern (Thalasseus bernsteini) survey and conservation
education at coast area in Zhejiang province” sponsored by the State Forestry Administration of China was
started in May 2010 and ended in December 2010. According to survey results in two breeding seasons, we
found the population is growing in this area. year by year.
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Chinese Crested Tern is one of the most endangered species in the world, and could be found only in
Matsu Islands and Wu Zhishan Islands in Zhejiang province, where the species was composed of two small
breeding populations. According to records, the global population of Chinese Crested Tern is smaller than
50 individuals.

The breeding population of this species was found on Xiangshan and Jiushan Islands in August, 2004, with
about 20 individuals mixed within the flock of about 4000 Great Crested Terns (Sterna bernsteini). Due
to egg harvest and Typhoon, this breeding population was decreasing, leading to 4 individuals left on the
Wuzhishan Island by 2008.

Because of the frequent switches of breeding sites of the Chinese Crested Terns and the threat caused by egg
harvest, a Chinese Crested Tern survey and conservation education project was launched by Wildlife Society
of Zhejiang Province and Nature History Museum of Zhejiang Province at the beginning of 2010, which was
sponsored by State Forestry Administration.

In 2010, seven Chinese Crested Terns were found breeding in a group mixed with 2400 Great Crested Terns
on Wuzhishan Zhoushan Islands. Three nesting sites were found and all bred successfully by the end of
September. During 2011, Chinese Crested Tern returned to Wuzhishan Island and breeding individuals
increased to 12, maintaining 6 nesting sites, and mixed within a breeding group of 4200 Great Crested Tern
individuals. However, some nests were damaged due to the typhoons.

The Chinese Crested Tern breeding population is recovering gradually which brings bright future for
rescuing this rare and endangered species. However, according to our survey, we found the islands utilized
by these breeding populations were unstable because of sever damages caused by mice, snake and human
disturbance. The egg harvest is common in the area, the main threat to the conservation and management
of the species.

(CHEN Shuihua, Zhejiang Natural History Museum)

Population change, behavior and migration of Black-necked Cranes in Kunlun and Altun Mts.

According to field investigation from 17th September to 18th November in 2011 by MA Ming, ZHANG
Tong, XU Feng, DING Peng, ZHANG Huibin, ZHANG Xiang and XU Donghua in Altun Mountain
National Nature Reserve (37°18'N, 90°20'E, elevation 4100 m), the population size of the Black-necked
Crane (Grus nigricollus ) is 230-280 individuals distributed mainly through east Kunlun and Altun Area.
Cranes occurred in different habitats such as wetland, grassland, Gobi and desert. There were only 4-13
cranes of a group when the collective behavior appears in September and early October; the number of
cranes increase to 49 to 60 in the middle ten days of the October; on 26 October, more than 100 cranes were
together which reached the maximum number of 126 individuals after three days. In November, most of
the cranes left, and no crane was found on 6 November. The time budget during day time Cranes and their
rhythm of activities in autumn period were measured quantitatively by the instantaneous sampling method.
Results showed that foraging was the main behavior of cranes in autumn and early winter. The behaviors of
Black-necked Cranes in autumn can be classified to eight categories: foraging, watching, moving, preening,
walking, chirping, flying, rest and other special behavior. There are many differences in cranes behavior
before and after flocking.

(MA Ming and ZHANG Tong, Xinjiang Institute of Ecology and Geography)

Migration behavior and diet of Hooded Crane (Grus Monacha) in Zhalong Nature Reserve

A research on stopover period, main migration behavior and its habitat, activity time of feeding behavior
and diet for Hooded Crane was conducted from March to October in 2011 in Zhalong Nature Reserve. The
results showed that (1) the stopover period of Hooded Crane in Zhalong Nature Reserve is five months from
March to April, and from August and September to October, one month in spring stopover and two months
in autumn stopover; (2) feeding is the main behavior during stopover, and farmland and reed marsh were
the preferred habitats; ((3) The diet included 24 species plants (corn, reed, Suaeda glauca bunge, vetch
and loosestrife, scutellaria, guinea grass) belonging to 14 plant families (Gramineae, Chenopodiaceae and
Leguminosae, Asteraceae, Lythraceae, Lamiaceae).
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So far, there is only one report by PIAO Renzhu and LI Lin (1995) about a similar study of this species.
There were differences between our result and the former study. By comparison, we suggested a hypothesis
that climate element, vegetation coverage and main crops in the areas that crane use for stopover will

influence the migration behavior and diet of Hooded Crane.
(WU Qingming, ZHU Jingli, JIN Hongyang, GAO Xiaodong, WU Yining, HAO Meng and ZOU Hongfei,
Heilongjiang)

Diet and nutrition composition of Red-crowned Crane (Grus japonensis) during the courtship of in
Zhalong Nature Reserve

From March to May 2011, Red-crowned Crane feeding and nutritional composition were studied during
the courtship using microscopic analysis of fecal samples in Zhalong Reserve. The results showed that the
food of Red-crowned Crane consisted of 9 families 27 plant species during the courtship period in Zhalong
Nature Reserve. Grasses, Cyperaceae, Sparganium Branch, Polygonum, and Potamogeton division of corn,
reed, Sparganium, Carex rough leaves, salsa, Malay and Potamogeton were the main food; Nutrient content
and rates of absorption differed among plant species. Further analysis showed that the plant nutrients was
the key factor in determining the feeding preference of Red-crowned Crane, with plants containing high
content of crude protein and low crude fiber more preferred.

(WU Yining, GAO Xiaodong, HAO Meng, WU Qingming and ZOU Hongfei, Heilongjiang)

Bird Banding Research

New stopovers of Scaly-sided Merganser found through satellite tracking

Two adult Scaly-sided Mergansers were captured and satellite tracked at Heilongjiang Bishui Nature Reserve
in July 2011. The two mergansers left breeding site between late October and early November, and arrived
at estuary of Longxing River of North Korea and Suizhou of Hubei Province in middle of Nov. During
November 12—-17 Scaly-sided Mergansers were observed in Suizhou.

(LIU Dongping, National Bird Banding Center)

Banded Hooded Cranes were found in Japan this winter

With the support of NBBC, 18 Hooded Cranes have been banded in China since 2008. Six banded Hooded
Cranes were found by Mr. Nishida in Izumi of Japan by November 30, 2011. Some of these birds were
feeding with their family when found.

(GUO Yumin and HUANG Jian, Beijing; HOU Linxiang, FU Jianguo and GU Yanchang, Heilongjiang)

90 species 7883 birds banded at Gaofeng Station of Heilongjiang

From March15 to May 31 and August 15 to November 20, a total of 90 species and 7883 birds were banded,
including 72 species and 4878 birds in spring and 73 species and 3005 birds in fall.
(LI Xianda, FANG Kejian and GUO Yumin, Heilongjiang)

11531 birds of 90 species banded at Xinqing, Heilongjiang

A total of 11531 birds of 90 species were banded at Xingqing Bird Banding Station from 21 April to 25 May.
One Black-faced Bunting was recovered, and two new species (Great Cormorant and Eastern Crowned
Warbler) were banded. A total of 266444 individuals of 179 species have been banded at the station since its
inception.

In collaboration with National Bird Banding Station, we color marked 10 Hooded Cranes and satellite
tracked four of them, and checked the nuclear pollution grain taken by banded birds.
(HOU Linxiang and HUO Ming, Xinqing Banding Station of Heilongjiang)
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Yellow-bellied Tit — New record of Jilin Province banded in Jilin City

One Yellow-bellied Tit (Parus venustulus) was banded by Jilin Bird Banding Station on October 9, 2011. This
is a new bird species recorded in Jilin Province.
(TANG Jingwen, Jilin City Bird Banding Station)

5832 birds of 88 species banded at Henan Dongzhai National Nature Reserve

A total of 5832 individuals of 88 species were banded at Henan Dongzhai National Nature Reserve during
three months in 2011.
(DU Zhiyong and Henan Dongzhai National Nature Reserve)

The recovery of Large Hawk-Cuckoo

A Large Hawk-Cuckoo (Hierococcyx sparverioides) banded at Weishan of Yunnan on October 18, 2008 was
recovered at Xinping of Yunnan.
(LIU Jia, Yunnan)

Research Reports

Long-term monitoring of desert species in Xinjiang

During the last four years, the desert bird species were monitored with the method of fixed point sampling
and line transect in Junggar Basin and near foothills of Tianshan Mountains, Xinjiang. A total of 147 bird
species belonging to 17 orders, 38 families, and 90 genera were recorded. Resident species accounted for 13.9
% and distributed in various habitats, suggesting that relative to other species, residents were more likely to
become the dominant species in the region. Having the highest Shannon index (4.861) and species richness
(106 species), lakes were the most important breeding grounds and stopover sites for summer visitors.
Based on the Morisita similarity index, available habitats were clustered into three types, i.e., lake, desert and
farmland. Lake and desert habitats belonged to the natural ones, in which, the seasonal turnover rate of birds
peaked between spring and summer and declined after. As an artificial habitat, farmland attracted 68.5%
of winter visitors, with the lowest turnover rate between spring and summer (0.93) and highest turnover
between summer and fall (1.15). Preservation and planting of Elaeagnus angustifolia forest belt would
help to increase wintering bird diversity in the farmlands. In order to explore the impact of the vegetation
structure and species composition on the abundance of bird community, we surveyed bird species and
abundance in three type desert vegetations (Haloxylon shrub, Reaumuria shrub and Artemisia grassland)
and sampled vegetation characteristics. Based on DCCA ordination and Spearman Rank Correlation
Coefficient, the results were (1) the entire bird community responded strongly to vegetation structure; (2)
bird assemblages were more strongly correlated with vegetation structure than the entire bird communities;
(3) narrowly distributed birds assemblage responded strongly to vegetation component. The ratio of the
widely distributed birds to narrowly distributed birds might determine the bird community responding to
vegetation. The desert ecological system was vulnerable, and the structure of biological community needed
more special attention. Studying the change of the bird community structure and analyzing the reasons of
its changes can be used for assessing the environment change and quality.

(MA Ming, CHEN Ying and DING Peng, Xinjiang Institute of Ecology and Geography)

The monitoring results of the waterbirds in Alpine wetlands

In order to construct a standard criterion for monitoring birds in Alpine wetlands, a study group from
Kunming Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Science, carried out a waterbird monitoring work at an
important international wetland, the Napahai wetland, in Xianggelila County for four years. From 2008 to
November 2011, this research group made 77 surveys, recorded 576470 individuals of 56 bird species from
13 families and seven orders. The species number of waterbirds recorded in each year was 32, 32, 49 and 44,
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respectively.

During the four study years, the environment changed, showing four cycles: normal water level, dry, flood,
and dry. Accordingly, the diversity and abundance of waterbirds varied from year to year. For those birds
under key protection and are of representative, environmental changes (especially the water level and the
water area) had a critical influence on the abundance and distribution of waterbirds. Among floody years,
the species number and the amount of individuals were the highest, and the duration that they stayed in the
wetlands was longest. Arid is thus a key factor that influences the diversity of waterbirds, which will result an
earlier leave of some species from the wetlands such as the common coot, bar-headed goose, the common
merganser. During the winter of 2011, the monitoring results indicated a big decline of bird number
(~12000) because of the lasting low water level compared to that of 2010 during the same period. With
the continuous decrease of water level, the reduction of birds could become more serious. This may finally
influence the diversity of waterbirds in the local area, as well as the structure and function of the wetland
ecosystem. Taken as a whole, the maintenance of water level and wetland area are critical to protect the
diversity of waterbirds.

By monitoring the bird abundance in relation to the change of environment, we obtained critical
information on the variation of bird abundance and their distribution. Simultaneously, these data
provided important evidence for the government and related manage departments to make corresponding
conservation strategies and plans. For example, the monitoring results indicated a population increase of
some key protected species such as Black-necked Crane, and Black Stork. The number of species in Anatidae
is increasing as well. The new records in China, as well as the new records in Yunnan province included Pallas
’s Fish Eagle, Pied Avocet and the Common Tern - were all founded in Napahai wetlands, which indicate that
this wetland is an important wintering site and stopover site for the wintering waterbirds. The results of the
population size and distribution area of some representatives showed that the change of water level would
influence the abundance, distribution and habitat use of different groups of birds (e.g., shorebirds, diving
ducks and diving birds)

(Bird Group of Kunming Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe) found in Macao, China

Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe) is mainly distributed in Eurasia, north of Africa, central and southern of
Africa, and north of China. The bird breeds in Eurasia and north of America, but winters in Africa. At the
end of November 2011, one bird was found in Macao for the first time.

(1) The activity in Macao: the bird often perched on a rock in the grassland of the security island in the
middle of the road, or perched on the shrub in the grassland. It looked down for the small invertebrates on
the ground and pecked them out of sudden. It had strong territoriality, always expelled the small birds that
entered into its territory accidently.
(2) The time of appearance: from the end of November 2011 until now. No dispersal has occurred yet.
(3) Possible reasons for its presence: according to the analyses of the atmosphere tracking map during 25—
26 November 2011 from Hongkong Observatory, the origin of the atmosphere was a north air mass from
Eurasia. The wheatear that distributed in Eurasia migrated in deviation from its original wintering route
to escape the cold air. It assumed to follow the air mass down to South China and enter into Macao. We
believed it was a straggler bird.

(LIANG Zhihua)

Reproductive biology of the Golden Eagle in Xinjiang

The project was supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (30970340) from 2010 to
2012. A total of 77 days and about 752 hours of observation were conducted in the field. The golden eagle
Aquila chrysaetos bred in 60-70% of counties in Xinjiang Province, such as Kunlun Mts., Karakorum Mts.,
Pamirs, Tianshan Mts., Karamay, Baytik Mts. Altai Mts. The eagles nested in the middle or upper of the
cliffs, sometimes on big trees. A total of 38 nest sites were observed, which belonged to 16 areas. Twenty-two
nests were found in 9 areas in the northern Tianshan Mountains, and 16 nests were in seven sites in Karamay
Mountains. Human disturbance and terrain were the two main factors affecting the nest-site selection of
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the eagle. Factors such as elevation, nest aspect, gradient were significantly different (P < 0.01) between
different breeding sites. All of the Golden Eagles in the study area nested on cliffs (n=38). The reproductive
period of the eagle was from March to August, clutch size was 1-2 eggs, and prey abundance was the key
factor on clutch size. The eggs were white in color and 80.19£3.69 x 61.72+1.36 mm in measurement. The
weight of eggs was 148.5+£10.9 g. Both the female and the male attended incubation which lasted for 41~45
days, and the female spent more time in each incubation event. Parents nursed the nestlings together for
about 69-78 days. The fledglings stayed nearby the nest for about 7-10 days after fledged, and were still
cared by the parents. Because the natural habitats were seriously developed and utilized by human in recent
years, it impacted the survival and reproduction of the species. From 2004 to 2008 the density was 1.30—1.67
breeding pairs (nests)/1000 km?. Since 2010, however, it has reduced to 0.37-0.56 breeding pairs (nests)/1000
km? in Karamay Mts. One of the main reasons for the declining of the Golden Eagle population was folk
domestication, illegal capturing and commercial transactions. How to make local people to change their
custom of falconry and propagate their traditional culture in proper way were the main difficult problems
for protecting Golden Eagles at present. Thus, intensifying propaganda and education and arousing civil
protection consciousness would make our protection work easier.

(MA Ming and DING Peng, Xinjiang Institute of Ecology and Geography)

Bird diversity of Mount Qomolangma National Nature Reserve

From October 2010 to August 2011, South China Institute of Endangered Animals lead an expedition
team to investigate the Bird diversity of Mount Qomolangma National Nature Reserve. Investigation was
conducted at four counties — Tingri, Dingjie, Nyalam, and Gyirong. A total of 18 orders, 60 families and
362 species in the nature reserve were recorded. The species number accounted for 76.5% of all species in
Tibet.

(LI Jingjing, PENG Boyong and HU Huijian, South China Institute of Endangered Animals)

News and Notes — China

The start of the construction of Chinese Bird History and Data Center project

The construction project of Chinese Bird History and Data Center has been started in Zhengjiang Natural
Museum. The preliminary design area of the center would be about 120 m?, with half area for collection and
half area for shows. The first phase construction would be space furnishing. From 2012, the collection of
Chinese bird history data will be gradually carried out.

Study of Chinese birds started since the beginning of last century, and has achieved a lot during the past
hundred years. However, old avian scientists have passed away one after another. Facing the risk of losing
early research materials of Chinese birds, the China Ornithological Society feels that the collection and
protection of those history materials are urgent. COS wants to establish collaboration with a natural
museum with both modern technical installation and some related scientific background, in order to
construct a Chinese bird history data center, which then collect, organize and manage the early study
papers, books, pictures and videos of Chinese birds, as well as the books, field records, handwritings, photos,
specimen and study tools of previous famous ornithologists. Because of the current good installation
and bird study background of Zhengjiang Natural Museum, the China Ornithological Society decided to
collaborate with Zhejiang Natural Museum to construct this history data center of Chinese birds.

(Shuihua CHEN, Zhengjiang Natural Museum)

Bird migrating in Kunlun and Altun Mountains

From 17th September to 18th November in 2011, the autumnal survey on the bird migration in Altun
Mountain National Nature Reserve was carried out again by MA Ming, ZHANG Tong, DING Peng, XU
Feng, ZHANG Huibin, ZHANG Xiang and XU Donghua and so on. The results showed that there were
about 157 avian species in the region belonging to 15 orders, 36 families and 88 genera, accounting for
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34.7% of the total bird species in Xinjiang Province. The Eastern Crowned Warbler (Phylloscopus coronatus)
was found in Xinjiang for the first time. The number of birds that we observed in the Altun Mountain
National Nature Reserve was 178000 in the autumn. Among them, there were about 46000 Northern
Pintails, 24000 Pied Avocets, 16000 Greylag Geese, 12000 Bar-headed Geese, about 14000 Horned Larks and
Tibetan Larks, 21000 Brown-headed Gulls and over 173 Black-necked Cranes. At the same time, we also
observed over 10 thousands of other animals, such as Kiang, Wild Yak, Tibetan Gazelle, Tibetan Antelope,
wolf, fox, Himalayan Marmot, weasel, hare, pika and so on. We think the Kunlun-Altun Mountains Nature
Reserve is indeed a paradise for Chinese wildlife.

(MA Ming and ZHANG Tong, Xinjiang Institute of Ecology and Geography)

New records of bird species in Xinjiang dessert

The achievement of bird study in Xinjiang is great in 2011. At the beginning of 2011, Ma Ming published A
Checklist on the Distribution of the Birds in Xinjiang (Science Press), which recorded 452 species of Xinjiang
birds that included 143 subspecies. By the end of 2011, other new records of bird species in Xinjiang have
been published, including Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus), Japanese Sparrow Hawk (Accipiter gularis),
White-naped crane (Grus vipio), Red-rumped Sparrow (Hirundo daurica), Bar-tailed Treecreeper (Certhia
himalayana), Azure-winged Magpie (Cyanopica cyana), Eastern-crowned Warbler (Phylloscopus coronatus),
Black-faced Bunting (Emberiza spodocephala) and so on. Almost half of them were found by amateur bird

watchers and photographers.
(MA Ming, DING Jinging and HUANG Yahui, Ecology and Geography institute of Chinese Academy of
Science)

The series lectures about birds given in National Zoological Museum of China in memory of the 105th
anniversary of birth of Prof. Cheng Tso-Hsin

November 18, 2011 is the 105th anniversary of the birthday of Prof. Cheng Tso-Hsin (1906-1998), the
famous ornithologist of China. To commemorate the 105th year of his birthday, three field ornithologists,
Prof. ZHANG Zhengwang from Beijing Normal University, Dr. ZHU Lei and Dr. QU Yanhua from Institute
of Zoology, were invited to give lectures to the public on 19 and 20 November in the National Zoological
Museum of China. Two hundred spectators attended this activity.

(CHEN Chi, Beijing)

Progress of the Environment Construction Project at Co-existent Area of Human Beings and Crested Ibis

The main progress of the project in 2011 includes:

(1) Purchased monitoring vehicles and other equipment for the three project sites, and offered financial
support for the construction of the acclimation cage for reintroduction of Crested Ibis in Ningshan
and Dongzhai;

(2) Conducted natural and social environment survey to enhance understanding of local condition and
secure the development of project plan;

(3) Conducted training on the planting and management of organic Chinese Chestnut (Castanea mollissima)
in March to promote the benefit for local community;

(4) Was involved in the spring and autumn population survey of Crested Ibis in Yangxian in April and
October;

(5) The first meeting for Joint Coordination Committee of project was held on 22nd April, and the PDM,
PO, Action Plan 2011 and Project Implementation Guideline were reviewed and adopted;

(6) Conducted aqueduct maintenance project in Ningshan in May to secure the irrigation for paddy field in
summer;

(7) Conducted training on the planting and management of organic pear in Yangxian in June;

(8) Jointly organized a summer camp named “Save Crested Ibis” for Japanese children in Yangxian in August;

(9) Enhanced environment awareness by attending International Workshop of 30 anniversary of Crested Ibis
Conservation in China, publishing of quarterly project reports, brochures, and calendar themed for
saving Crested Ibis;

(10) Organized project personnel to investigate the condition of Crested Ibis conservation in Sado of Japan
and reintroduction of Oriental White Stork, and exchanged the experience on conservation of Crested
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Ibis;
(11) Held training for monitoring of wild Crested Ibis in November.
(LIU Dongping, National Bird Banding Center)

Training on Study of Bird Strike at Airport

Prof. SAI Daojian was invited to give lectures named “Scientific repelling birds, Ensuring flight safety” from
20th October to 14th November, 2011. Prof. SAI also directed the working of bird information study and
bird-repel for team of bird-repel. The lecture discussed the basic elements and necessary condition of bird
strike, including how to repel birds scientifically, how to attract bird to keep way from flights according to
conditioned reflex theory, and how to adopt measures of collision avoidance. Prof. SAI introduced some
practical problems that attention should be paid.

The lecture related theory with practical problems of bird strike at airports, therefore received good
reputation and promoted the study of bird strike at airports.
(SAI Daojian, LAN Xiaoxiao, LU Tao and LU Jiang, Shandong)

GMIA Small Grant 2010-2012

Grus monacha International Aid (GMIA) is a UK registered charity dedicated to conservation of endangered
species Hooded Crane. GMIA small grant was first launched for year 2010. Since then six projects have
been awarded GMIA small grant. During 2010 and 2011 projects were carried out mostly in wintering and
stopover sites of hooded cranes.

In 2010 the project Community Outreach on Protection of Hooded Crane in and around Xinqing Nature
Reserve lead by Mr. LIU Baocai reached tens of thousands of local residents and school students. Some
results of the project include: collective Chinese stamps of Hooded Crane, songs and dances with Hooded
Crane as theme, photography excursions and exhibitions with Hooded Crane as theme, framed arts of
Hooded Crane distributed to hundreds of residents, schools and offices and sport meet in schools with
Hooded Crane as theme and Hooded Crane conservational status questionnaire among farmers and other
residents. The impact of the project on conservational awareness of the breeding habitat of Hooded Crane
among local residents near Xinging was outstanding. It is the one project that made the first steps towards
nurturing public appreciation of the artistic value of Hooded Crane.

In year 2011, Hooded Crane Banding Project at its breeding ground banded Hooded Cranes and rescued
three, and, what is more exciting, several banded hooded cranes were sighted in Japan in November 2011.

Projects proposed by applicants for GMIA Small Grant for year 2012 cover much wider geographical regions
than in the past two years, reaching as far as Yangzi River, wintering habitats of Hooded Crane in China. The
winners for year 2012 will be announced at http://www.grusmonacha.org/en/winner.asp.

We believe that in the coming years more people will join the conservational work. With our collective
efforts we will reverse the trend of habitat deterioration, illegal poaching and other threats to Hooded Crane
while at the same time preserve the paradise for birds, for hooded cranes and other birds alike so that our
children will enjoy harmonic co-existence with what Mother Nature has bestowed upon us.

GMIA Small Grants 2013 welcome projects of Hooded Crane research, conservation and community
outreach. Please submit applications by 31 October 2012. For more information please visit our website
http://grusmonacha.org.

(Grus monacha International Aid)

The third Mongolia wildlife investigation conducted by National Zoological Museum of China
The third Mongolia wildlife investigation and specimen collection was conducted by the National Zoological

Museum of China from 15 July to 13 August 2011. This investigation was performed for the International
Cooperative Project of Chinese Academy of Sciences, which entitled "Investigation and research of Animal
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Diversity on Mongolia plateau” (2009-2012). The joint survey team was mainly from Institute of Zoology,
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Institute of plant protection, Mongolia
State Academy of Agricultural Sciences, and Institute of biology, Mongolia Academy of Sciences. The
expedition, more than 5000 kilometers, mainly covers the western area of Mongolia. The specimens of birds,
amphibians and reptiles, fish, insects and invertebrates were collected.

(JIA Chenxi, National Animal Museum)

Hooded Crane habitats protection project in China, Mongolia and Russia startup

Habitat protection is one of the key elements of endangered species protection. Over the past 10 years,
illegal alluvial gold mining issue has been gradually terminated in Khingan Mountain region of China. Most
destroyed rivers have been recovered since the reform of mining area. Alluvial gold distribution areas are
also Hooded Crane breeding habitats in Heilongjiang valley. In recent years, Mongolia, Russia's alluvial gold
mining activities have aggravated and spread rapidly. Many habitats of Hooded Cranes are being destroyed
in those places. In order to pass China’s experience of controlling mining activities to Mongolia and Russia
and to better control the disordered mining and protect the inhabit of Hooded Crane, Whitley Fund for
Nature (WEN) starting with the project: “GOLDEN CRANES: Exploring, preventing and mitigating impacts
of gold mining and other human activities in hooded crane breeding areas” to continue funding Dr. GUO
Yumin and his team to carry out relevant work in protecting the habitats around Heilongjiang valley since
September 2011.

(HUANG Jian, Beijing; Simonov, Russia)

GMIA 2012 Small Grant Winners

Compared to 2010-1011 the projects supported by GMIA in 2012 will cover breeding, stop-over and
wintering habitats of hooded cranes. A symposium of GMIA small grant projects is being planned to take
place in Lindian, stopping-over sites of hooded cranes, a rural area of natural beauty known for its hot
spring spa, in Oct 2012. It will consist of discussions and excursions to see hooded cranes. We welcome
anyone interested in joining this symposium to contact us.

Project leader Project name Institution that the project team is associated with
FU Jianguo =~ Migratory Population and Age Distribution of Hooded = Lindian Wetland Reserve and Wildlife Conser-
Cranes in Daqing, Heilongjiang Province, China vation Station, Daqing, Heilongjiang Province,

China

MA Qiang Preliminary Research on Wintering Hooded Cranes = Dongtan Bird Nature Reserve, Chongming Island,
in Cultivated Land in Dongtan, Chongming Island,  Shanghai, China
Shanghai, China

GU Yanchang Recuing and Banding of Hooded Cranes in Greater =~ Greater Zhanhe Wetland Nature Reserve, Hei-
Zhanhe, Heilongjiang Province, China longjiang Province, China

FAN Zhiqiang Propulation and Habitat Ecology of Wintering Hooded  Life-Science College, Normal University of Ang-
Cranes in Caizi Lake, Anqing, Anhui Province, China ing, Anhui Province, China

(Grus monacha International Aid)

News and Notes — Abroad

Small Grant of research and protection of birds in abroad
1 Sound Approach Bird Fund Offers funding up to £10000 to bird conservation projects around the world.
Deadline: no deadline, decisions within about 2 months of application.

Website: http://www.soundapproach.co.uk/funding.php

2 Oriental Bird Club supports conservation work in the Oriental region by encouraging studies of birds and
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their habitats. Through the generous support of members and corporate sponsors, the OBC conservation
fund has now supported over 250 projects in many oriental countries, primarily run by local people. More
than £200000 has been invested in conservation in the region since 1984.

Deadline: 31 March every year.

3 Asian Waterbirds Conservation Fund Supports the conservation of migratory waterbirds and their wetland
habitats, as well as projects which bring socio-economic benefits to local communities. Maximum grant size
is US$4 thousand.

Deadline: October 31

Website: http://www.wwf.org.hk/en/whatwedo/conservation/wetlands/flyway/

4 Birdfair/ RSPB Research Fund for Endangered Birds

Provides grants of up to US$2 thousand for research on endangered birds (IUCN's Red List). Priority is for
researchers working in their own countries, particularly in collaboration with BirdLife’s partners.

Deadline: October 31

Website: http://www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/projects/details/198251-the-birdfairrspb-research-fund-for-
endangered-birds

5 British Ornithologists' Union - Small Research Grants and Career Development Support

Invites amateurs and professionals to apply for its Small Ornithological Research Grants. Most research
grants are £1000 (exceptionally up to £2000) per project to support small projects outright, or to partly fund
medium-sized programs. Grants are on any aspect of ornithological research in the UK and worldwide.
Deadline: November 30

Website: http://birdgrants.blogspot.com/2009/02/boul_12.html

6 The Foundation, based in Sweden, makes grants of up to US$5000 for bird protection on a worldwide
basis. Eligibility is open to everyone.

Deadline: January 1 and July 1

Website: http://www.club300.se/Birdprot/Birdprotection.aspx

7 In order to promote bird studies and bird watching activities in China mainland, Hong Kong Bird
Watching Society has established the HKBWS China Conservation Fund since 1999.The aim of the fund
includes: To promote bird watching activities; To facilitate observation and publishing of bird records; To
support ornithological researches directly related to conservation.
Deadline: January 31
Website: http://www.chinabirdnet.org/

(LIU Yang, Beijing)

12th International Grouse Symposium to be held in Japan in July 2012

The Japanese Rock Ptarmigan Meeting, the Institute of Mountain Science, Shinshu University, and a
Mountain City Matsumoto are pleased to invite you to the 12th International Grouse Symposium to be
held in Matsumoto, Nagano prefecture, Japan, between the 20th and the 24th of July 2012. This symposium,
which is held every three years, brings together grouse specialists and biologists from many countries of
Europe, North America and Asia. For more see: http://cert.shinshu-u.ac.jp/eco_lab/modules/tinyD4/

(SUN Yuehua, Beijing)

Publications

The publication of The Checklist on the Classification and Distribution of the Birds of China (Second
Edition)

The Checklist on the Classification and Distribution of the Birds of China (Second Edition) that edited
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by academician ZHENG Guangmei has been published by Science Press in June 2011. As a monograph
that introduces the classification and distribution of Chinese bird species as well as subspecies, this book
modified and complemented the first edition that published in 2005. People in charge of the publication of
this book include ZHENG Guangmei, ZHANG Zhengwang, ZHANG Yanyun, and DENG Wenhong from
Beijing Normal University; DING Ping from Zhengjiang University; LU Xin from Wuhan University; MA
Zhijun from Fudan University; LEI Fumin, SUN Yuehua and JIA Chenxi from Chinese Academy of Science;
DING Changqing from Beijing Forestry University and LIANG Wei from Hainan Normal University. The
book used references of the new achievements of domestic or foreign avian studies. It not only includes the
new species Nonggang Babbler (Stachyris nonggangensis) that found by ZHOU Fang and JIANG Aiwu, but
also added a number of new records in China. The whole book included 1371 species (2304 species and
subspecies) from 439 genera, 101 families, and 24 orders. All birds were labeled with Chinese name, English
name, scientific name, and distribution area. The book also carefully approved the checklist on endemic
bird species of China. This book can be used in ornithology education, scientific research, as well as in
agriculture, forestry, environment conservation, management of wild animals. The book can also be used
as a reference to the teachers and students for studying zoology, ecology, and conservation biology in high
educational institutes. The price of this book is ¥118. Please contact Science Press if you want to have one.
(ZHANG Zhengwang, Beijing)

Saunders’s Gull (Larus saundersi)

The book is published by Liaoning Science and Technology Press in February, 2011. The number of
Saunders’s Gull (Larus saundersi) is very low and the species belongs to endangered list. There are 12 parts in
this book, including the short history of research, morphological feature, biological property, quantity and
geographic distribution, reproduction, natural enemy and illness, wintering, migration, population ecology,
protecting policy and so on.

(LI Xiangtao, Beijing)

Interspecific Competition in Birds

This book provides a critical and exhaustive review of the topic of competition. Although the examples
are limited mostly to birds (interspecific competition and community structure have been exhaustively
studied in this animal group, and a lot of experimental data are available), the conclusions reached have a far
broader relevance to population ecologists in general. The book reasons that the coexistence of species is the
result of both past and presently on-going interspecific competition. Edited by Prof. Andre A. Dhondt, this
book will be published by Oxford University Press on January 13, 2012.

(ZHANG Zhengwang, Beijing)

Announcement

Fee waiver for the senior member and student member

After discussion from the General Council of the China Ornithological society in Lanzhou conference, we

decided to provide a fee waiver for the senior members who over 60 years old, as well as student members

who do not have incomes yet. They will enjoy the same benefits and qualification as regular members.
(Secretariat of the China Ornithological Society)

For the sending of electronic version of the Newsletter of China Ornithological Society

To make it more convenient as well as to implement the low-carbon green idea, the secretariat advocates
more members, especially those young members, and the members abroad accept the electronic version of
<Newsletter of China Ornithological Society> instead of hard copy. If you would like to accept the electronic
version starting from 2012, and do not need us to send you the hard copy of the newsletters, please contact
secretariat at China_cos@126.com.

(Secretariat of the China Ornithological Society)
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Our senior member — Prof. LIU Mingyu — passed away

The famous zoologist, LIU Mingyu, who was also the senior member of China Ornithological Society, and a
professor of College of Life Science in Liaoning University died of heart attack at 8:30 am on 19th December
2011 at the age of 72.

Prof. Liu was born in 1939 in Changtu District in Liaoning Province. He worked in Liaoning University
right after graduation from Biology major in 1964, and started to be the head of the Biology Department
from December 1991. He used to be the directors of the China Zoological Society, the China Ornithological
Society, the China Herpetological Society and Liaoning Zoological Society. During the 40 years of high
educational work, his achievements on the study of ornithology and herpetology in Liaoning Province
are great. He took charge of the edition of The Fauna of Liaoning Province, China Vertebrates and other
important monographs in scientific field in China. He got the China excellent Sci-Tech book prize, as well
as the second Sci-tech Improvement Award of Liaoning Province. During his old ages, he still actively
joined in science popularization and socially beneficial activities. His passing away is a big lost to the China
Ornithological Society.

(The Secretariat of China Ornithological Society)











