
2002 Honda Insight hybrid (48), a 2000
Insight (47), a 1992 Suzuki Swift (45), and
a 1998 VW Jetta TDI (43). That’s still
impressive, considering the Prius is bigger
than all the above and that the Jetta was
driven from coast to coast on the superslab.

So are hybrids the next really big
thing? Well, they would be if they could
all come to market like this one, priced
right on top of conventional sedans of sim-
ilar size but spiffed out with xenon head-
lamps, stability control, brake-by-wire,
curtain airbags, etc. Despite Toyota’s
protestations to the contrary, we’ll never
be convinced that this car, selling at this
price, earns what any Ivy League CPA
would recognize as a profit. We therefore
expect mass-market hybrids to be more
spartan, more expensive, or probably both,
at which point we wonder if diesels aren’t
capable of saving more fuel per dollar of
vehicle production and development
invested. But as long as Toyota is willing

to hang a garage-sale price on all this
high-tech gear, we say catch the wave and
go with the flow!                                    ■
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TOYOTA PRIUS
Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 5-passenger, 5-
door sedan 

Price as tested: $23,668 

Price and option breakdown: base Toyota Prius (includes
$515 freight), $20,510; Option Package 7 (includes stability con-
trol, side and curtain airbags, keyless entry, fog lamps, and inter-
mittent rear wiper), $2255; 6-CD changer, $589; auto-dimming
rearview mirror, $265; cargo net, $49 

Major standard accessories: power windows and locks,
remote locking, A/C, cruise control, tilting steering wheel, rear
defroster

Sound system: Toyota/JBL 56838 AM/FM radio/cassette/CD
changer, 9 speakers

ENGINE
Type. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . inline-4, aluminum block and head
Bore x stroke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.95 x 3.33, 75.0 x 84.7mm
Displacement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 91 cu in, 1497cc
Expansion ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.0:1
Effective Atkinson-cycle compression ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.5:1
Fuel-delivery system . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . port injection 
Valve gear . . . . . . . . . . . . chain-driven double overhead cams, 

4 valves per cylinder, hydraulic lifters, 
variable intake-valve timing

Power (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 bhp @ 5000 rpm
Torque (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 lb-ft @ 4200 rpm

ELECTRIC MOTOR
Type . . . . 3-phase AC permanent-magnet synchronous electric 

motor powered by 168 1.2-volt nickel-metal 
hydride batteries

Power (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 bhp @ 1200–1540 rpm
Torque (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295 lb-ft @ 0–1200 rpm

DRIVETRAIN
Transmission. . . . . . . . . . . . . . continuously variable automatic
Final-drive ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.11:1
Transmission ratio range . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . infinite

DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106.3 in
Track, front/rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59.3/58.3 in
Length/width/height . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175.0/67.9/58.1 in
Ground clearance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.9 in
Drag area, Cd (0.26) x frontal area (24.0 sq ft) . . . . . 6.24 sq ft
Curb weight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2987 lb
Weight distribution, F/R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59.2/40.8%
Curb weight per horsepower . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.9 lb
Fuel capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.9 gal

CHASSIS/BODY
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . unit construction 
Body material . . . . . . . welded-steel and aluminum stampings

INTERIOR
SAE volume, front seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 cu ft

rear seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 cu ft
luggage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 cu ft

Front-seat adjustments . . . . . . . . . fore-and-aft, seatback angle
Restraint systems, front . . . . . manual 3-point belts; driver and 

passenger front, side, and curtain airbags
rear . . . manual 3-point belts, curtain airbags

SUSPENSION
Front. . . . . . . . ind, strut located by a control arm, coil springs, 

anti-roll bar
Rear. . . . . . . . trailing arms integral with a transverse member, 

coil springs, anti-roll bar

STEERING
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . rack-and-pinion with electric power assist
Steering ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.1:1
Turns lock-to-lock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.7
Turning circle curb-to-curb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.1 ft

BRAKES
Type . . . . . . regenerative electric and electrohydraulic by wire
Front . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.0 x 0.9-in vented disc
Rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.9 x 1.4-in cast-iron drum

WHEELS AND TIRES
Wheel size/type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.0 x 15 in/cast aluminum
Tires . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Goodyear Integrity, P185/65SR-15
Test inflation pressures, F/R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35/33 psi
Spare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . high-pressure compact on steel wheel

CURRENT BASE PRICE* dollars x 1000
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BRAKING 70–0 mph, feet

EPA CITY FUEL ECONOMY

ROADHOLDING 300-foot skidpad, g

mpg

ACCELERATION seconds 0–60 mph 1/4-mile

Toyota Echo

Honda Civic Hybrid

Volkswagen Jetta TDI

Toyota Prius

Toyota Prius

Toyota Echo

Volkswagen Jetta TDI
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Toyota Echo

Toyota Echo (manual)

Volkswagen Jetta TDI

Honda Civic Hybrid (manual)

*Base price includes freight, any performance options, and applicable gas-guzzler taxes.

Toyota Prius

C/D TEST RESULTS
ACCELERATION Seconds
Zero to 30 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.4

40 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.6
50 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.2
60 mph. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.3
70 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.3
80 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.5
90 mph. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.6

100 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39.6
Street start, 5–60 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.3
Top-gear acceleration, 30–50 mph. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.5

50–70 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.9
Standing 1/4-mile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.3 sec @ 76 mph
Top speed (governor limited). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 mph

BRAKING
70–0 mph @ impending lockup . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184 ft

HANDLING
Roadholding, 300-ft-dia skidpad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.76 g
Understeer . . . . . . . . . . . . . minimal moderate excessive

FUEL ECONOMY 
EPA city driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 mpg
EPA highway driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 mpg
C/D-observed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 mpg

INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL
Idle, internal-combustion engine off . . . . . . . . . . . 31 dBA
Idle, internal-combustion engine on . . . . . . . . . . . 45 dBA
Full-throttle acceleration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 dBA
70-mph cruising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 dBA
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