
A  NATURE RESERVE IN ÖREBRO COUNTY

Sveafallen

Further reading
Svenska Turistföreningens årsbok, 1975. Närke
Berg och jord, Sveriges Nationalatlas, 1994
Edberg, Rolf. De glittrande vattnens land, 1980
Lindstén, Carl Anders. En resa i tiden, 2001

Remember:
• Don´t move rocks or other natural objects
• Leave trees, bushes and other vegetation untouched
• Don´t make fires or tent inside the nature reserve
• Don´t be a litterbug

Regulations concerning visitors are given in full on signs at
the nature reserve.

A few facts of Sveafallen
The area was established as a nature reserve in 1975.
The nature reserve is located on the boundary between
the regions Närke and Värmland, in the municipality of
Degerfors.
Area: 88 hectares
Conservation Manager: Sveaskog

ÖREBRO COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BOARD
MUNICIPALITY OF DEGERFORS

Travelling to
Sveafallen
The nature reserve is located
near the iron works in the
southeastern part of Degerfors.
Travelling on Route 205 from
the centre of Degerfors toward
Svartå, there is a road sign just
before the railroad overpass.

Additional information
Örebro County Administrative Board, Phone: 019-19 30 00
Website: www.t.lst.se
Municipality of Degerfors
Sveaskog

The basic purpose of the nature reserves in Sweden is to preserve biological diversity for

future generations at representative sites, and to protect values important for outdoor

recreation.
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Sveafallen is of great significance for geological re-
search connected with bygone Lake Ancylus. Toward the
end of the last ice age, the outlet of that prehistoric lake
was located at this site. The area is now overgrown with
forest, but giant potholes and boulders give witness to
the glacial melting process.

History
When the last ice age glacier retreated 10,000 years ago,
much of Sweden’s current land surface lay under water.
A large portion of central Sweden and half of present-day
Finland were covered by the Yoldia Sea, which was twice as
extensive as today’s Baltic Sea. The landmass, which had
sunk under the weight of the 3000-metre-deep glacier, gradu-
ally rose upward. This land elevation, which is still in pro-
gress, has attained a height of 160 metres in the Degerfors
area. As the land rose, the body of water known as Närke
Sound was cut off, eventually narrowing to form what is
usually referred to as the Svea River. That prehistoric river
emptied into the North Sea, which then extended all the way
to the Let River valley just south of Degerfors (see Figure 1).
It was here that the Svea River joined a stream of meltwater
flowing from the north, the Fornlet River. The collision of the
two rivers produced a powerful turbulence that swept away
all loose material, except for the very largest boulders.

Sights worth seeing
Worn into the surface of the nature reserve are five channels
through which the waters of the Svea River are believed to
have coursed toward the Let River. The most distinctive are
Domedag Valley and Bergtjärn Channel. Domedag Valley is
the deepest of the five channels, and is bordered on the west
by a steep rock wall whose highest point is seventeen metres
above the river’s edge.

Located in the southern section of the reserve is Bergtjärn
Channel, near the lake of the same name where a high
vertical cliff rises over the lake. Also situated in this area is
the lowest point of a watershed divide between the Baltic
and North seas.

The small lake known as Bergtjärn.
Figure 2. The landscape is dotted with boulders which have

been transported to the area by icebergs and left behind

when the ice melted.

In the Domedag Valley there are a steep rock wall whose

highest point is seventeen metres above the river´s edge.

Hiking trails
There are hiking trails of varying length and difficulty within
the nature reserve. The short winding trail through Domedag
Valley is about 1.4 kilometres long and undemanding. The
longest trail, which is hilly and more difficult, runs for 5.3
kilometres around Bergtjärn Lake and the watershed divide
in the southern section of the reserve.

The hiking trails and giant potholes are indicated with
orange-coloured markings on trees and cliffs. An information
display and the starting point for the hiking trails are located
about fifty metres from the large parking area near the Berget
Cultural Centre. There is an information room at Berget,
which is located near the northern boundary of the Sveafal-
len Nature Reserve. The Domedag Valley area has been
made accessible to the handicapped. Those in wheelchairs
can reach the area from the parking lot near the iron works,
just north of the valley.

Plant life
The plant life of Sveafallen consists of evergreen forest,
which is dominated by pines growing on rocky ground. Some
sections of the forest are kept open by active measures in
order to provide good visibility over the entire area. The rest
of the forest is left to develop naturally.

There is a sparse growth of rock campion on some of the
rocky ground. Creeping lady’s-tresses have a secure habitat
near Gryt. Sveafallen also includes some marshy areas that
are overgrown with forest. There are patches of ground and
rocks covered with moss in the southern section of the nature
reserve, where one may experience the kind of mystical
”troll forest” represented in the paintings of John Bauer.

Alternative theories
The great geological significance of the area was first
discovered during the 1920s by professors Munthe and von
Post. Among other things, it was initially believed that
powerful waterfalls were formed in the area as the result of a
distinct elevation differential between Lake Ancylus and the
North Sea. Parallels were drawn with today’s Niagara Falls,
compared to which Sveafallen was said to be up to three
times as large. That reasoning has since attracted large
numbers of visitors to the area. Subsequent research, inclu-
ding that of Prof. Fredén during the 1960s and ’70s, indica-
ted that there was no significant difference in elevation
between the prehistoric lake and the North Sea, which meant
that there could not have been waterfalls of any great size.
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Giant potholes
At Sveafallen there are many giant potholes, which are
formed when stones of various sizes are set in circular
motion by the action of turbulent water. The rotating stones
grind a bowl-shaped form into the bedrock (see Figure 2).

It is likely that most of the potholes at Sveafallen were
formed when the last ice age glacier covered the area. Icy
rivers developed from meltwater plunging down cracks and
channels in the ice. The powerful pressure thus created set
the grinding stones in motion. The smallest potholes are only
a few decimetres broad and deep, while the largest are 1-4
metres across and 8-10 metres in depth. Over 200 potholes
have been found to date; but new discoveries are made each
year, as soil and plants are removed.
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