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Christian Convert Sun Yiian-Hua (1581-1632)
and the Import of Western Cannons

Huang Yi-long

[nstitut2 of History, Tsing-Hua University (Hsinchu)

In the late Ming dvnasty, due to the expansion of bandits and Manchu invasions. Hst
Kuang-Ch'i (1362-1633), a government official familiar with Western learning. was acuively
involved with militarv and. through assistance by Christian converts such as Li Chih-Tsac,

often imported cannons and gunners from Macao. As these military efforts ware largely

g

carried out by Hsil's disciple Sun Yiian-Hua, this article concentrates on the itz of Sun. We
will first explain how Sun. originally a literati, became a military official and then now he,
being helped by the Christian converts and Portuguese consultants, successiuliy trained in
Shanmﬁg a crack troop with Western arms. Finally, we will illustrate the fact that MW uchiao

—

mutiny committed by this woop directly wrecked the power the Charistian convers had in

L1

military and exerted an influence on the balance of military power benvesn a2 Ming and

the Manchus.

From the life of Sun Yaan-Hua. we clearlv see that Sun's caresr was d2eply
influenced by the relations among teachers and students, schoolmaies. comrzdes, and
people from same region. who sometimes maintained their relationship generations
through marriage. Maintaining relationship among literati was by no means unusual 1n
the contemporary China. but in the case of Sun Yiian-Hua, the situation was special in the
sense that some of them were Christian converts. Among thein, Hsét Keang-Ch't snould
be considered as the center around whom were crucial persons such as Yang Tling-Yin.
Li Chih-Tsao, Wang Cheng and Hsii's disciples Sun Yuan-Hua 2tc. i was on iqe basis of
the social network among converts that Western leaming and religion successfully

spread. wider and deeper than we previously thought, in the intellectual community.
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