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Introduction:
On the Junk

—thestalwartof Americancultureinthe
century—isheadingforthe junk yard. Wellnot
JbutStandardand Poor’s,anindependentprovider
ofcreditratings, hasreduced the creditratingsof GM and Fordto
junkstatus,whichisbasically apublicproclamationthatthe
companiesarenotworththetroubleof investingin.

GMtookaUS$1.1 billionlossinthefirstquarterof 2005
andhasbeenunprofitablein Buropesince 1999.AlthoughGM
continuestochumoutnew SU Vs theirsalesareplummeting—
thedelusional gaspsofacrumblingempire.

Ford’sperformanceis* extremely volatileandunpredictable’
saysStandardand Poor’s.(Of course, the situationcouldbe
rightedifitwould ‘roll back itshealth carebenefits,butthat
peskyunionisunlikelytobudge.)

AlthoughmuchofGM andFord’spoorperfonmancesaredue
toincreasedcompetitivenessfromothercarcompanies, welike
themetaphorofjunk status. Itisbecoming clearer thatthe caris
nolongerthestatussymbolitonce was. Itjustisn’tcool todrive
anSUV anymoreandoneshouldwagerthatinafew years’ time,
itwillcometobeseenasaridiculousfzocstatussymbol and go
theway ofthemachomuscleCameroofthe 1970s.

Thecarcultureislosingitsgrip. InFuropeancountries,peo-
plearebeginningtosee ecarmoreassomethingthatmightbe
usedforafewnecessary joumeys,butotherwisethebicycle,
tramandmetrosystemssuitpeoplefine, whereinfrastructureis
builttosupportthem.

HoweveraspastCarBustersatticlesonChinaand Bang-
ladesh,andnow inthisissue, the Philippines,haveshown,car
companiesareincreasingly settingtheireyesonunsaturated
markets,wheretwowheels, andsometimesthree arestillmore
popularthanfour.

Andwheneveryonein Asiahasacar? Willthecarcompanies
slowlywitheraway?

Beforethishappens thecarfireemovementshouldforge
diversealliances withpeoplewhomay neverhaveheardofthe
word*‘carfiee;” butwhosetwofeetare still the primary means
oftransport. Theproblemliesinconvincingpeoplewhonever
hadacartobeginwith thatitisnotworth gettingone and that
thesocialandecological priceistoohigh.

Incountrieslike Bangladeshandthe Philippinesitisclear
thatthe culture of the automobileis detrimental tothose groups
ofpeoplewhocannot,andwill never,ownanautomobile. Poor
womenareoneofthe worstaffectedby transportpoliciesthat
donottakeintoconsiderationmotherstravelling withsmall

World Carfree Day 2005 poster (designed by Tanja Eskola) can be downloaded

from http://www.worldcarfree.net/wcfd/ and customised to promote your local
carfree September 22nd celebration.

Heap

havetheluxury topiletheirchildrenintoastationwagon.
peoplewhochoosenottoownordriveacar,butalsoagainst
poorsegmentsofsociety whohavenochoice, buttogetaround
withoutacar.

Famers,whomightneverhaveheardofacarfreemove-
ment,seethedamage thatsuperhighways cancausetotheir
crops.InFrance agroupoffammersare battlingaproposed
super-highway. Theirstoryisalsotoldinthisissue.

Everyoountry hasdifferentreasonsfortryingtofendoffa
dominantcarculture. Andthesereasonsshouldbecarefully
consideredwhendecidingatwhatrateandtowhatdegree the
carcanbephasedoutofeachsociety.

Acrosstheworld, therearesignsthattheimpactofdrivingis
out-weighingany benefits. Therearefew answersfortraffic-
cloggedstreets,and thequestionofhow tofuel theworld’s
hungry vehiclesisoftenmoreimportantthanhow tofeedthe
world’shungry people Billionsof dollarsare wageredon
unprovenmethodstofuel vehicleswithnon-petroleumsources,
whenthereare thingsthatcanbedoneinthehereandnow.

Thecarisjustnotcool anymore. The statistics show thatit
doesnotdeservethehefty statussymbolsthrustuponitby
nationseagertomoveinfaster,morecostly ways.

Intheiradvertisements,carcompaniesteachblindly formore
ridiculousassociations withtheirproduct. Theircarsarelike
leopardsandtigersorabreathof freshair.

Theopenroadisaparadox inatraffic-cloggedworld.

Thejunkstatusoftheoriginalautomobilepowerhouses GM
andFord, shouldbetakenasawamingagainstgovemments
thatwelcomethecarindustry intotheircountries. During the
prosperoustimes,thecarindustry proudly proclaimsitemploys
oneoutofevery sevenemployeesintheeconomy. Butthenwe
lookatthemassivelayoffsatGM and Ford,whichcando
nothingtohelptheeconomy.

Thisissuepresentsatruly global effortat taking apart, piece
by piece thecarculture. Asidefromourusual offeringsof news,
action,studiesandreviews,we visit France the Philippines, The
Netherlands,Azerbaijan,and Ireland indifferentarticlesthatlook
athighway building transportfromthe perspective of gender,
streetplaying pipelinesanddocumentary filmmakingandone
bigbikeconference.

Carculturewillberelegatedtothe junk heapothistory.

-Steven Logan
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What About the Boards?

Tamooncemedthatwhatyourmagazineis
missingisskateboardelated articlesandnews.
patticularareofienoverlooked whenitcomesto
altemative personal transport.It’salwaysabout
bikes.Bikethisandbikethat. Whenyou,likel
doliveinaveryflatcity longboardingisatleast
aseffectiveasbiking. lfnotmore.

Anyway theleastyoucoulddoistoprovide
usboarderswithsomecool stickers. Howabout
onesaying: Fourwheelsneverlookedthisgood
before.

Yougetthepicture. Tofinishoffonamore
positivenote keepupthe greatwork with
makingourcitieslivableforeveryone.

SeveNovak

Melboume, Australia
[Ed-Alfoughwehavenotcoveredskateboarding
onthebackcovergf CarBusters#10.Skate-
boardersarepartofthe lifeofanycitystreet,
ocapyingandrangormingbland,concrete
corporatespacesinioplaygrounds.Wewelcorme
anyandallarticlesonthetopic.]

o CarBusters'24 | July-Sept.2005

Carfree, Not Pollution-Free
TheMiddleEast sfirstcarfreedesti-
nation,called’ TheWorld,’is

e, underconstructionona
seriesofislandsoff
thecoastof Dubai.
Ttistheworld’s

“firstfilly master-

lookcloserat

you'llrealisethatnommal transportinthe
archipelagoistobeby privateboat(ie.,
petroleum-guzzlingwaterbomeequivalentsof
SUVsaworse).

Andsincethisisintendedasaneliteplay-
grounddestination,peoplewillbeflyingin(and
backout)by planefromtheirmaindigsin
Burope EastAsiaorthe Americasorwherever
else. Andprobably by private jetasoftenasnot.

ChistopherMiller

‘WashingonDCUSA

The Art of Rosy Complexions
threatwitheverytripascars,trucksandbusestip
bylikegiantfishabovemeinthefoodchain. The
greatautomotivemasseshurtiealong whiletheir
ownerswinceastheirmusclesatrophy intheir
sedentary state. Ifeel sopowerless,yetImust
fightthemintheonly way possible—throughthe
gentleartof persuasion.
Soltellallmyfiiends(someofwhomeven
drivetotheirgyms)togiveupthecarandtaketo
thebike,butattempttodosoinaway that
accentuatesthepositiveaspectsofcycling like
bulginglegmusclesandrosycomplexions,rather

thantellingthemhow bad they arefordriving as
thisonly servestoalienate.

Ttwaswith greatpleasure that I saw that the
Velo-cityconferenceserieswascomingtoDublin.
Herewasachanceforthe voiceofthehumble
cyclisttobeheard butalasno, withastronomical
attendancefeesitwasanoccasiononly forthe
greatandthegood.Couldtheseapparatchiks
hearthecry ofthecyclistsasthemotorcaronce
againencroachesonthecolouredroadthat
passesforcyclelanesinthisdelusional city?

Tbumpedintosomepeoplehandingoutyour
oftheconference Imustsay Iwasalittleputoff
bythetitle. Thetitle Car Bustersdoesntdo
Jjusticetotheinsightful commentary contained
by thisthreattotheirproperty, whichafterall
theyhavepaidlotsof money for.Surelyamore
Persuasionisagentleart. Vitriol willonly leave
theactivistonthesidelines preachingsmuglyto
theconverted. Amagazineisinvariably judgedby
itscoverandthetitle Car Bustersonly speaksof
angerratherthanpersuasion.

HankAmmsiong

Dublin Jreland

Turn on the Air Conditioner!
Iwantedtotell youaboutanoutracgeousnews
reportlheardtheotherdayonCBCradio. The
latestresultsfrom EnvironmentCanadaandthe
Canadiangovemmentregardingdeathsfrom
exposureindifferentextreme climates werejust
releasedtothe press. Thebigmediasplashwas
theveryhighnumberofdeathsinthesummer
duetothecombinationofheatandsmog.

Thecityisveryconcemedandrightontopof
willtellpeopletostay insideandissuehot
weatherwamings,itwill putouta“‘drink water””
throughoutthecity where peoplecangointoair-
water. Andthatwastheendofthereport. There
wasnotonesinglereferencetoreducingsmog,

Noonehasthegutsorballsoreventhe
ntelligencetotell peopletostopdriving!

Leehl jpsryc

ToonoCanada

Pastor Needs a Bike
I’'mapastor.Iwouldliketovisitourchurch,

butitisfaraway,and Icannotgothere.So

pleasedonateaabicycletome.
Punjab,Pakistan

[Ed.:lfthereisanyone outtherewhowouldlike

todonateabicycletothe Reverend, justcontact

usfortheaddress.]



Excited About

Zero Pollution Vehicles?
Asidefiomtiny pockets(excludingprogressive
countrieslikelcelandand Sweden) thereis very
litleinterestin*‘green transportation.” (Inmy
opinion,thereislipservicefromthepubliconly.)

Havingattendedelectricvehicleandcarfiee
festivalsrecentty lamwonderingifanybody
(you?)mighthaveanexplanation,betteryet,a
solution,togettingthe publicexcited about Zero
Pollution Vehicleslikeelectricbikesandscooters?

houshthecaficeG D
festival wasanunexpectedly hugesuccess with
20000 peopleattending,despitemany other
competingevenisin Vancouver,therewasno
informationonhowtogetaway fromthefossil-
fuelautomobile.Many attendees I askedabout
thisanivedintheircars! Therewerenocarfiee
brochuresorpamphlets.ltwasafirsteverevent,
streetwasclosedtotraftic, forapproximately
sevenblocks.[Ed.:See Actionpagesformore.]

Furthermore thereislittle interestintwo
recentbreakthroughdevelopmentsinthelasttwo
years: Battery Revival (noneedtorecyclebat-
teries, justrevivethem)andthe 15-minute
battery charge. ThereasonIsay thisisthatthee-
Baylistingsforthesedidn’tgetany bidders.even
thoughthesellerhasbeensuccessfully selling
thousandsoftrevivedbatteriesorHine.(Thisbat-
teryrevivaltechnology shouldbeusedworldwide,
notjust Vancouver,andalsoworksonwheelchair,
batteryrevival,whydon’tnon-govemmental
organisationstakeupthistask, worldwide, since
itgeneratespositivecashflow ,too?)Regarding
the 15-minutechargetechnology ,okay ,soone
individualboughtthe 15-minuteplans,butheleft
aneutralfeedback, suggestingthathedidn’t
evenbothertobuildthedevice. Anotherbig
yawnfiomthatbuyerwhoobviousty didn’tneed
thetechnology .

So,myquestionis.especially fortheauthors
ofDivorce Your Carandothercarfreebooksand
manuals: Howcanwe getthepublicexcited?

‘Well toendonapositivenote: TheCon+
mercial Drivecarfieefestival broughttonsof
smilesfrompeople.especially those whotriedout
thefunkychoppersatthe East VanChopperFest
conal. Theeventcoordinatorsareaiming fora
carfieeSunday every Sunday onCommercial
Drive. Themerchantsseemtobehappy aboutit,
whichwasasurprisetome. Inaddition,there
werehundreds, ifnotthousands,of peoplewho
signedpetitionstoadd areal bikelane (awide
one cosedtocars)onCommercial Drive. Most
“bikelanes’’in Vancouverarephony,inmy
opinion,whenyoucomparethemtoGenmany’s,
oreven Toronto’sbikelanes.

Tforgottomentionthatthenew techprocess
one-Bay forevivelead-acid batteries, withoutthe
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The all-paw Tarracant
makes every day an adventure
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Seattle, Haifa and Tel Aviv
[Ed -CarBustersco-ediitor Stevenl oganwrotean
editorialforthe June 1 editionofthe Prague
Post.| Beforemovingtolivewithmy daughter,I
livedby myself(apoorchoice)inSeattle, avery
bike-friendlycity. Allthebusescanybikeracks,
mostofthearterialshave bikelanes,and there
aremilesofbike-andpedestrian-only pavedtrails,
mosttyalonggentle grades. Theyuseabandoned
railoadright-of-wayandmoremilesareadded
annually.SeniorscanridealloverKingCounty,
withtheirbicycles, foronly US$025 Thisis
helpful toolderpeople, since gettingtoabiking
destinationby busavoidsthehillsthatare
Irecently toured Haifaand Tel Aviv Israel,
whichwerelessbike-hospitable.Inbothcities,

shouldersare very namrow, inhilty Haifatums are
sharp,andthebusdriversactlikeex-fighterpilots.
SeveraltimesIwascrowdedalmosttocollision.
Truckdriverswerealitflemoreconsiderate.
ThomasF.Snyder
Penis CalifomiaUS

Hélsningar fran Sverige
(Greetings from Sweden)
Iwanttobragabitabouthow goodconditions
areinmycity,Malmo,inthesouthempartof
twoyearsasthebestcity inthecountry forcycling
by firstSweden’sleadingbiking organisation,
Cykelfitimiandetandthenby Naturvardsverket,

Thecityhas390kmofbikepathsand 890
kmofroadsusedforcars. About29%of alltrips

Sothat’ssomethingforallyououtthereto
strivefor.

JensBroberg

MalmbSweden
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“We are notin China, the symbol of Europe is not a bike—it’s a car.”
~Mirek Topoldnek, Chairman,Civic Democratic Party, CzechRepublic
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FOLMNPALACE COM 'e_e
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“Divine” Car to Tour World
Havingboughttheformer VolkswagenGolfof
PopeBenedictX VIforneady EUR 190000inan
on-lineauctiononMay 5 the Intemetcasino
companyGoldenpalace comhasstaredparading
itaroundonaworldwidetour,beginningin
CologreGernany.

“WewillofferanSMS textvotingcampaign
thatwill allow people tovoteforatour stopin
“GoldenPalace comwillbringthe Pope Benedict
Mobiletothemajortownsandcitieswiththe
mostvotes.”

“Wehaveamassedacollectionof what
manyconsidertobeholyartifacts;"Roweadded.
“Ttseemsonly naturaltogetablessed vehicleto
canry theseiterns. Weare planningtoshowcase
ouracquisitionsbybringingthemontourand
allowingpeopletoenjoy theexperienceof sitting

inthedivinecar..”

Ttisconsidered unlikely thatthe pope (then
Cardinal JosephRatzinger)everdrovethecar,
becausehedoesnothaveadrivinglicence,
accordingtoChurchsources.

Meanwhile thehumbleblue 1975Ford
EscortonceownedbyformerPopeJohnPaul ITis
tiedupinalegal disputebetweenJimRichand
hisfatherJerome.JimRichhadintended thecar
tobesoldJune5atal_as Vegasauction,selling
forbetweenUS$2 millionandUS$Smiillion.

Hey kids! How’d you like to take a school field trip to
the F ordproduction-line simulatorin Southampton, UK,
and learn repetitive tasks for your automated future?

Anti-Car Cult
Historical Review
“Thereissomethinguncannyaboutthesenew-
fangled vehicles. They areallunutterably ugly and
neveraoneofthemhasbeenprovided witha
good, orevenanendurable,name.
etymologyifnothingelse haveevolved ‘auto-
mobile, which beinghalf Greekandhalfl atin,is
soneartoindecentthatweprintitwithhesitation,
whilethespeakersof Englishhavebeenfatally
“Othernationsareequally unfortunate,andit
reallylooksasifthedispossessed,orto-be-
dispossessed,animalsaretogetrevengeonun-
gratefulhumanity by stumpingustofindarespect-
ablenameforournoisy andodorousmachines.”
-New York Times,Jan.3,1899

Das Auto parkt neben
dem Wohnzimmer!
Theideasoundscrazy—driveyourcarintoan
elevatoranduptothefrontdoorofyour
apartment. ThecompanyCar-Loftisbehindthe
projectand withtheseapartmentsithopesto
create” newlivingenvironments’ inthe Beriin
“Wewanttobringtheconvenienceofsingle
familyhomestoeachstorey; ’saysCar-Loft’s
Johannes Kaukaaboutthe proposed 11loftsin
thenewsix-storyPauH_incke Hofebuilding.
Twocarliftsbringthe carstotheirspots
besidetheloftandnexttothelivingroomand

“thehighlevel of security and convenience.”
- Berliner Zeitung,April 12

Your Own Private Sanitary Sanctuary

Asapersononthego,yousurely dread thoseuncomfortablemoments whenyouhavetoextract
yourself fromyourautomobile cocoontotake careof your mostpersonal of needs. Butthanksto
theIndipod,releasedby DayCarl tdinthe UK jthosedaysareover.
Nowyoucancreateyourownsanitary sanctuary withoutevenpullingover Justplugthissuitcase-
sizedproductintoyourcar’scigarettelighter,andvoila!—itinflatesintoametre-squareexcretory
assistanceunitthatfillstheempty spaceof yourbackseat,ready tobedeployed in30 seconds.
Travelingwithpassengers?Noproblem. AsDayCarnotes, ‘Whenyouareinthebubbleyou
havecompleteprivacy; the othersinthe carcannotsee intothe bubble and thenoise of the airfan
ensuresnoonecanhearwhatyouaredoing’” (although of course they might suspect). Orbetter
yet,they canjoinyouintheIndipod,as there’sroomenoughfortwopeopleinthere.
Andwhowouldobjecttotheirbodily wastesbeingtransformedintowhat DayCardescribesasa

“sweetsmelling, inoffensiveliquid *? Thatsounds pleasantenoughtocany around withyoufordays

onend,eightperson-daystobeprecise.

Nowyoumayhaveall thelatestgadgets and gear,but withoutthe Indipod,how freeare you
really’? As DayCarpointsout,youcan’tdrivewithyourlegscrossed.

o CarBusters"24 | July-Sept.2005



Homeland Defense Vehicles

Hit America’s Streets
Forsomedrivers evenastandardmusclewagon
maynotbeenough. Atacurbweightofmore
than3 Stons theHumvee-inspred HummerH1
isnoskinny guy whogetssandkickedinhisface.

ButtheBadBoyHeavyMuscke Tiudk a
heavy.isbeingbilled asbigger,badderandmore
bodacious. ThisisnoHummer.Unlikethat* ‘car,”
whichpackagesaworking vehicleforconsump-
tionbyurbanites,the Bad Boyisareal truck.

“Ir'stherugeed Bubba,’said Daniel Ayres,
presidentandCEOofHomelandDefense Vehicles
LI CanditsdivisonBadBoy Tiucks TheEast
Texascompanyaimstomarketthemachineto
civilianswithdisposable cashandahankeringfor
moreproectionfromtheoutside world.

AUS$379000 versionmadeitspublicdebut
inJanuaryatthe Dallas Safari Clubconvention.

Forabase price of $225 000—nearly twice
theHummerH1 wagon’sbasepriceof$117.508
—oonsumerscangetabasic versionofthe 10-
foot-tall Bad Boy thatcandrive throughfivefeet
of water,climba60-degree grade towsixtons
andkeeprollingevenwithaquarter-sizedholein
thetire’ssidewall.

Thepricegoesupfromthere dependingon
peerthroughdarkness. Theflatnosedcabcanbe
leatherseats. Thedashcaninclude asatellite
phone atwo-wayradioandaglobal-positioning
sysem—allalongside DVD,MP3andCDplayers
andaflip-outl CDscreen.

For$750000,buyerscangetthefully
loaded* NBC *versionthatcan, Ayressaid detect
andblockoutfalloutfromnuclear,biologicaland
chemicalweaponsbyoverpressurisingthecab
withfiltered cleanairmuchlike anaircraft.

Ayressaidheisn’tplayingonpost-Sept. 11
fearsbyofferingthe NBCoption.

“There’sacertangroupofpeoplewhocolour
autsidethebox;” Ayressaid,andifthey wantto
escapeacity targetedby tenrorists withdirty bombs
PossibleBadBoycustomersincluderanchers,sparts
enthusiastsandpossibly CEOswhoneedtotravel
throughunfriendly areas, Ayressaid.

Hesaysheisnegotiatingwithdealersin
variousregionstostockacoupleof BadBoysand
customisewhatbuyerswantoncethey’rehooked.
Researchandanautoindustry expert,saidthere’s
definitely amarketforBadBoy Tiucks:

“It'sexactty whatthe Humvee wasallabout
—anabsolutelyuseless vehicleforconsumers,”
Spinellasaid.“ Tt sastatementvehicle.ITknow
peoplewhowouldbuy thisandthat’stheonly
reasonthey woulddoit—becauseitmakesa
statement.”

- Homelanddefensevehicles.com

Buy a Car, Lose a Finger
PolicenMalaysiaarehuntingformembersofa
violentgangwhochoppedoffacarowner'sfinger
togetroundthe vehicleshi-techsecurity system.

Thecar,aMercedes S-class, wasprotectedby
afingerprintrecognitionsystem.

AccountantK Kumaranwasnundownby four
meninasmallcarashewasaboutto getintohis
MercedesinaKualal impursuburb.

Thegang annmedwithlongmachetes,
demandedthekeystohiscar,wortharound
US$75000second-handonthelocalmarket.

Theattackersforced Kumarantoputhis
fingeronthesecurity panel tostartthe vehicle,
bundledhimintotheback seatanddrove off.

Buthavingstrippedthecar, thethieves
becamefiustrated whenthey wantedtorestartit.
Theyfoundtheyagaincouldnotbypassthe
immobiliser,;whichneedstheowner'sfingerprint
todisarmit.

Theystripped Kumarannakedandlefthimby
theside of theroad—butnotbefore cutting off
theendofhisindex fingerwithamachete.

-BBC,March31

7

“Dear God, promise me you’ll strike me down the day
1 start doing car commercials.”

A Natural Marriage:

Paul McCartney + Lexus
OnMay30,thecarmaker]_exusandtheformer
Beaflesnusician PanlMoCartneyannounceda
groundbreakingpartnershipthatnames]_exusas

presentingsponsorofthePaulMcCartney* ‘US™
tourthisautumn. The_exustoursponsorship,

whichwillincludemultiplernarketingextension
opportunitiesthroughMarch 2006 representsthe
firstimeMcCartney haseverpartnered witha

“Tmvery pleasedtopartnerwith_exus
becauselthinkthereisanatural fit. Lexusand I
sharethesamephilosophyandapproachto
creatingthebestworkpossible—me withmy
create;”said McCartney. Tmlookingforwardto
aftinandrewardingexperienceforall.””

-Lexus

Urban Command Centre?

‘Wedidnotmakethisup,althoughwemightwish
wehad...100% verbatimfromthe Fordwebsite:

““Asthepopulationshiftsbacktothebig
cities,you’ lIneedarollingurbancommand
center Enterthe SYNY conceptvehicle amobile
technosanctuary sculptedinurbanarmorand
nspiredby thepopularB-carsofcongested
intemationalhotspots.Shortandslimforeasy city
maneuvering,itlooksbank-vaulttoughonthe
thatevenfeaturesavault-stylespinnerhandlein
andplacedinsecuremode.,S YN deploysprotec-
tiveshuttersoverthewindshieldandsideglass.

“Smallwindowsontheflanksandroofare
nonropeningandbulletiesistant TheSYN™
conceptalsosignalssecurity throughitsuseofa
Bpillar Boldwheelarchesmakeadesign
statementas wellasaccommodatethe vehicle’s
exceptionally widetrack.

“OnitsweloominginsidefheSYN"makes
seatingandmult-mediawork station, all
controlledbyaWi-Filaptop.Usethe45-inchflat-
scareen] CDfiomSharpforintemetiesearch DVD
viewingorany screeningneeds.Plus,youcan
monitoryoursunoundingsinrealtimeasseenby
therearmountedcameras.

“DrivingS YN canbejustaslivelyand
efficientwitha2 OHiterdiesel engine thatdelivers
134horsesand 236foot-poundsoftorqueandis
alsodesignedtoofferoutstandingfuel economy:”

-Fordvehicles.com

Prius Named Official Car of
UN World Environment Day

Dignitariesfromaroundthe globecongregatedin
SanHanciscoJune 1-5forlUNWoddEnvironment
Day,wherethe ToyotaPriuswasrecognisedas
theofficial caroftheeventand Toyotaasthe
“Itsexcitingtobeinvolved inthisimportant
eventbuildingenvironmentalawarenessandto
havethcﬂlusmmltwhafsahmdyavaﬂable
inthewayofenvironmentallyfriendly vehicles;
saidMike Wells Toyotavxjegesdentarrl

CarBusters*24) July-Sept.2005 o



Europe

The Reality of Road Charging
UK-LondonTranspartSecretary Alistar Darding
hassaidthatanational roadusercharge system
willbeinplaceby2015. Vehiclesonallof
Britain’sroadswillbechargedanywherefiom
£002to£1 34amile,dependingontheroad
usedandtimeofday.

Infiveyears,the govemmentplanstosetup
apilotschemeinoneofthecountry’sregions.

StephenJoseph,Directorof Transport2000,
says, ‘Roadchargingisareal chancetochange
thewaywethinkaboutdriving. Thereisnopoint
ingoingdownthisrouteunlessthisopportunityis
takentoputaclear,unequivocal'government

In Brief...

INDIA -TheTamilNadugovemmentisgivingfieebuspasses bicyclesand
textbookstoschool childrentomake gettingtoschool andstudyingeasier.

-TheHindu,June7

CHINA.-Volkswagenandthe Shanghai Automotive industrty Corp.are
aurently building**AutomobileCity”’intheareaaroundthenew Fommula
Oreracetrack. Theplan,reportsthe Economiist,isto* tumthe areainto

healthwaming'oncaruse.”
Josephaskssomekey
questions:” ‘Willamotoring
taxencouragepeopleonto
publictransport? Willtraffic
bedisplacedfiomkey
arteriesontounsuitablelocal
roads?’Howcanweusethe
systemtostoptraffic
gtowmg"WiIldﬂgesbe

editorRichard]_anesays,
“Thegovemmentisnot
doingittotry tomakecars pay fortheenviron-
mentaldamagethey do,nortotry tostoppeople
usingcars—they're givingthemselvescontrolto
spreadthetrafficaround,improvingtheefficiency
ofthenetworkbypricingcongestionbottlenecks.
Moreefficiencycouldmeanmorecarsforthesame
amountofroad. Wereconcemedthatpeopleare
goingtothinkthattheplanissoundonenviron-
mentalgrounds.’

Tfroaddutiesandfueltax areloweredtoconm-
pensatefortheextratax thantheenvironmental

- World Carfree News, July

Stockholm Holds Its Breath
SWEDEN-After2 Syearsofdiscussions.the
govemmentapprovedaseverrmonthtestperiod

foracongestionchargingschemeinStockholm,
starting January 2006. Thechargesisexpectedto
reducecaruseinthecity centreby 10%to 15%.
transpondersintheircars enablingpaymentof
thetolldirectly fromdhrivers” bank accounts.

Muchofthefinancial supportwill flowto
Stockholm’spublictransitcormpenies.Startingin
August,200newbuseswilliolldownStockholm’s
streets. New driversarealready intraining forthe
proposed 14newroutes.

Expertshopethataround 32000 people will
switchtopublictransport.

TheEUR 2 toll willbecollected attheentries
totheinnercity, workdaysfrom6:30amto6:30
pm.Thetestperiodwillend July 31,2006, after
whichthesystemwillbeevaluated.In September
2006,Stockholmresidents will voteinarefer-
endumondefinitiveimplementationofthetoll.

- Radio Sweden,April 29

The Americas

20% For You, 80% For Me!
US-TheUS Senatehasendorsedasix-year
spendinglevel thatis$1 1 billionabove what the
presidentrequested howeveronly $2 3billionof
thisistogotowardtransit. Thisnumberreflectsan
80/20splitinhighway totransitfunding.

Thereare” modestbutimportantimprove-
ments”topromotesafety amongbicyclistsand
pedestrians,includingaSafeRoutestoSchool
pogamne.

TheR BicyckePlanningnifiaivercports
thatthebill alsocontinues funding for Transport-

onErl and fundi

forbicyclingandwalking andtheCongestion
Migaionand AirQuelity programme.

AUSTRALIA-Thecityof Adelaidehasbegunapublicbikeprogrammefour
yearsafterthe Danisharchitect JanGehl suggested ittothe city council.

Forty bikes weremadeavailableon May 22 thefirstday of the
programme . and arefreeforthefirsttwohours thencharged atan

acentreof carresearchand development,aplace where carsandtheir

componentsaemadeandwhereleisurerevolvesaroundthem. Aswellas
theracetrack,aUS$50 millioncarmuseumisduetoopennextyear.”

- Economist, June2

BANGILADESH-MoshanafHossain StaeMinisterof Energy hasresigned
becausehecouldnotexplainwhy Niko,aCanadiangasexploration
company,gavehimaUS$150000L exus.Nikowasblamedforagas

houry ordailyrate.CouncillorRichardHaywardsaysitisthefirstsuch
. i
-ABC News Online,May22

GERMANY -InV-DaycekebrationsinBerlin anarchistsonbicycleshelped
keepagroupof’5000neo-Nazisfromintermuptingcommemorationsin

thecity centre. When the policetold the protesterstodisperse tomake
way forthelegally registeredneo-Nazidemonstration they satdownand

fieldexplosioninJanuary by aninvestigativecommittee,buthasnot

beenpunished.Hossain,whoresignedattherequestofthe prime

minister,sayshewillnotretumthecar.
- Thedailystar.net,June 19
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refusedtomove.Intheend theneo-Nazisdidnotgettheirdemonstration,
sotheywentoutlooking forfights.
-Timesonline.co.uk,May9

UK-Childrenagedunder 16aretobe givenfieetravel onondon’sbuses

ina£70millionscheme thefirstofitskindinthe world.
-The Guardian, June 15



TheSurface TransportPolicy Projectnotes
that* ‘existingcommunity andenvironmental
‘cleanrules’ thathold stateandlocal agencies
federal airquality standardsandNEPA procedures
thatsupportthe publicandtheircommunitiesin
gettingafairreview of projectaltematives.”

Senator TomHarkinsoughtanamendment
thatwouldseetransportdepartmentsadopta
Complete Streetspolicy toaddressaccesstoand
thesafety of non-motorised formsof transpoit.

“Ourfocusinatransportationbill shouldnot
stricttybeonmoving vehicles,”said Harkin.* ‘We
shouldbemorebroadly focusedonmovingpeople
andmakingitpossibleformorepeopletomove
themselvesbyfootorbybicycle Forevery
Americanwhooptstogettowork,school,orthe
grocery storeby footorbicycle, thatislesscost
butiontotrafficoongestion,andzerocostsin
termsofpollutionandenvironmentaldegradation.””

Now,SenateandHouseleaderswillhaveto
cometogethertosmoothoutthedifferencesin
thetwoversionsoflegislationnowonthetable.

Moving People in San Juan
PUERTORICO-Arew 104miketrainserviceisup
andrunninginSanJuaninthehopesofslowing
thegrowthincaruseinoneofthemostheavily
congestedcitiesinthe world.“ Ttisthe firstmetro-
politanrail transitsystemin SanJuansince the
tolleysoftheearty 20thcentury,”writesthe
OrlandoSentinel Itisthefirstphaseinasystem
of publictransportthathopestolink ferry train
andbusroutes. With2 Smillionvehiclesfor39
millionpeople, PuertoRicoranksamongworld
leadersintheratiosof carsperindividual  per
squaremileandperroadmile.

Asia/Pacific

When the Car Makes News
AUSTRALIA-AtapeviewofHyundaisnew
Sonatasedan,thecompany'slocal president,
BongGoul_ee,announcedaspecialofferfor
Australianjoumnalistsinattendance:* Halfpricefor
Joumalists tonightonly”SydrneyMorming Herald
repotter Tony Davis,whowasnotpresent,said
that*‘several joumnalists gave creditcardnumbers
andspecifiedmodelsandcoloursonadeal that
wouldhavesavedthemmorethan AU$17000
anddeliverdanewcaratbelowcost. AfterDavis
beganmakinginquiries,] eewithdrewtheoffer.

Hyundaisspokesman,RichardPower,said
theofferwasajoke. Oneanonymousjoumalist
toldDavis* there'snoway peoplejokeabout
thingslikethatand takenamesand colours...I
boughtone””Hyundainow insiststhatjournalists
wouldonlybeeligibleforthe* ‘conventional six-
monthlong-termevaluation ’loanofacar.

- Prwatch.org,June22

Seoul’s Success on the Bus
KOREA-OnlJuly 1,2004,scemingly ovemight,
thelongdecliningfleetof some 8 000buses
tumedupnewly paintedinbrightcolours, "repoits
theInstitutefor Transportationand Development
Policy (TDP)intheirJunebulletin.” Forty kilo-
metresof dedicatedmedianlanesopenedon
majortrunklines. A trunk-and-feedersystemwith
oolor-codedbusesandanentirelynewnumbering
sysemreplacedtheoldhaphazardroutemap.”
Ayearlater,thesystemhasprovedsucces-
ful.Riderscannow getuptofivefree intermodal
transfersthroughtheuse of smartcards.
Datagatheredby the Seoul Development
Instituteoverthefirstfivemonthsof operation

showtraveltimecutby halfinmediar-ane
commidors.“‘Canryingcapacity increasedsix times,
andtraveltime variationdecreasedby afactorof
five repatsITDP.

“Systemwide thetotalnumberof measured
tripsegments/ed.: ? Jroseby 11%.,anda21%
provedworkingconditionsforbusdrivers.”

Giventhesuccessthusfar,another 120km
of dedicated busroutesare inthe works.

Africa

A Better Boda Boda
KENYA-TheXtracyde AccessFoundationrecently
beganaten-monthtrial ofautility bicyclecalled
theBiggaBoda(anameinspiredby Kenyan
bicycletaxioperators,whoarecalled BodaBoda)
mordertoexpandthebicycleeconomy . Inthe
cityof Kisumu,wherethe projectisbased, there
are800000 peopleand 10000 BodaBoda.

TheBiggaBodacancaryamuchheavier
loadthanthecurrentbikes.Forexample the
passenger versioncantaketwopeopleatonce
whereasthecurrent BodaBodacanonlytakeone.

“TheBodaBodaoperatorsinKisumuare
gettingbywithatechnology platformthatbarely
meetstheirneeds. TheChinese-andIndian-made
bicyclestheyusearenotequipped withenough
cargocapacity oradequatesafety features. And,
withtheexceptionofoneortwotowns,the
govemmentofKenyahasnotinvestedinbicycle
lanesorbicyclepaths,despite thefactthat
bicyclesplay acentralroleinthetransportof
nearlyallgoods.”

Xtracycle Accesshopestoexpandto
Tanzania,Uganada Rwanda,Sudanand Ethiopia.

- Xaccess.org,June5

isdoublinginsizeto 125 000squaremetres. Theexpansionofthe
Letmanyshoppingcentre,whichlieson Prague’soutskirtsadjacenttoa
massofconcretecommunist-styleapartmentblocks, willalsoleadto
increased caruseinthisalready car-chokedcity by adding another500
parkingspaces, bringing the total to 3 000.

- Prague Post,April 21

FRANCE-OnMay 19 fhecityofL_yon,withthehelpof JCDecaux ymade

200bicyclesavailableforhiretothe public. Thebicycles arefree for

thefirst30minutesand afterthatthe price variesfromEUR 0 S0toEUR

2 perhour. Thebicyclescanbefoundat200locationsaroundthecity.
-LeMonde,April26

CANADA - Thefederal govemmenthaspassedabillpedging CAS300
millioninnew publictransitfunding. One centperlitre (10%) of the
federal gastax will betransferredtomunicipalitiesacross Canadaoverthe
nexttwoyearsspecifically forinvestmentinpublictransit.

- Canadian Urban Transit Association, July 4

'VENEZUEL A-lraniancompanieswillsoonbermanufacturingbicyclesin
Venezvelaforthatcountry andothersin_atin America. Venezuelan

PresidentHugoChavezhasendorsedtheideaof Tranianbicyclesin
Vereaxh.
- Islamic Republic News Agency,June 10

USA - Atitsannualshareholdersmeeting General Motorsannouncedit
wouldcloseplantsandcut25000 Americanjobsoverthenextthree
yearsduetopoortruckand SUV sales. Thejobcutsshouldsave GM
USS$25billion.

-USA Today,July 6

USA-Inoneofitsads,Lincolncarmanufactuerusedimagesandnames
ofNew Yorkbikemessengerstopromotethe vehicleby attemptingto
createarelationshipbetweenmessengersandSU V. Justtheideaof
NYCbikemessengershavinganythingincommonwithal_incolnissofar
fromreality...Messengershatecars, ’saysbikeracerandex-messenger,
Bucky Turco. Itslikeusing vegetarianstosell furs, itdoesntwork

- Adrants.com,May 25
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World Naked Bike Ride
OnSaturday,June 11inLondon,250people
streakedforthesecond WorldNaked BikeRide.
Theorganisersconsultedpoliceandcouncil
officials sothatridersandrollerskaterscould
enjoymuchmorefieedomthanlastyear.
Theauthorities weresatisfiedthatexper-
way around the 10kmroute thatheaded through
atypicallybusy TiafalgarSquareandpassedthe
Housesof Partiamentpriortoavocalwelcomeby
crowdsofsurprisedonlookersinthe WestEnd.
Thesheernumbersinvariousstatesof
undress, combinedwithalackof policepresence,
leftpedestriansconfounded, yetmostly supportive
ofthisunusualspectacle.
“Iwasamazedtolookaroundandsee
up,’saidJesse Schust,contributor tothe 12-
personLondonPlanningCollective.” Ttwas
obviouslyavery positiveexperienceforalotof
people. Thosewepassedonroute weretotally
bemusedandnotreally abletocomprehendthe
thing, butthey all scemedthrilled.”
People’svariousmotivesforwantingtodress
downfortheoccasionwereasdiverseasthemix
ofpeq)]endmgtogedﬂmoeldlaumofﬁle

garden,butl’veneverriddendownPiccadilty
nakedonabikebefore,”said Suzanne Sessions,
29. Tjustfeltlikemyselftoday . Itbrings people
togetherandunity works anditfeltreally special.
I'mnevergoingtoforgetit.”

The WoddNakedBikeRidetookplacein54
citiesworldwidethis year. Ithasalready been
scheduledforJune 10,2006, withorganisers
hopingevenmorecitieswill getinvolved.

- Alistair Murray
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Celebration as Revolution:

AndsoonSunday June 19,Father’sDay ,an
eightblockstretchofthe Driveplusaone-block
bufferzoneoneitherside wereclosedtomotorised

TherewerebandsandDJs, Indonesianstick-
fightersandjudodojos harekrishnasandhealing
circles,medievalminstrels clowns,amanmba
bandandagospel choir,storytellersandslam
poetsandsellersoffumky handmadestuff.

Therewasasoapbox forspeechifying,a
FreeStoreforgivingthingsaway ,and street
hockeyalldaylong. Andtherewerebikes—more
crazy bikesthanyoucouldshakeastickat.

TheEast VanChopperfestwaswrappedinto
themix,withtallbikesandbendy bikesanda
400-poundpedal-poweredtank...allavailable for
testrides

Ttwasonehell of aparty. Estimatesof
attendancerange from20000to30000.Many
storesandrestaurantsonthe Drive brokerecord

Car-Free Fest Hits Vancouver  dedaringtheday* CarFieeDayonCommercial
Tronically-namedCommercial Driveis Vanoouwer, Drive. Theentirestreetwasshoulder-to-shoulder
BritishColumbia’smostfiee-spiritedandeclectic withgrinningfolks.
neighbourhood. Andnow averyoneknowsaboutthehighway
Groundedinasolid PlanAndeveryore
Taliancomnumity with Ceeria pliy in the pbiwet = knowswhatwehave
plentyof Asianand o goinghereinEastVan,
LainAmericanparache, C DRJ‘V andwhatwestando
itispan-sexualand LG '- = UHHW]]L E lose.Wehaveabig
politicallydiverse, & I_-“ E T A]'-. fightaheadofus,an
wukmgdas,gulty epicbattleagainstthe
arty hippie academic dinosanoadtbuilding
andupscale. paradigm. Andwearegoing
Thecommonsofthe towin. Andsoonerorlater(and
“People’sRepublicofEast Vancouver '(EastVan)  wethink, the soonerthebetter)there willbeno

isamultifaceted gemofacommunity that,as it
changesandevolves,becomeseverricherand
moecompkex.

TheDriveisanawesomeplacetolive,andto
walk,bike,skateandhangout.Onthe Drive,
dogsandloverscasually
moseyacrossthelanesof
slow-movingtraffic;while
stray soccerballsandflying
hackeysacksvarytheflow.
OntheDrive carscomelast.

Butthisurbanparadise
isnowunderthreatbya
blackmenacefiomonhigh.
The* GatewayProject’is
afoot;aschemeofthe
provincialgovermmentto
twinabridge, pumpupa
highway anddump
thousandsofmorecarsinto
theheartofEastVan. The
timeistipeforthepeopleof
theDrivetoriseupand party
inthestreet.

_!.EAE' 4

moregas,andtherewillbenomorecarsonour
ocommons,andtheDrivewillberetumedtothe
peopleotEast Vancouvertodowhatweliketodo
best—and thatis, toparty!

-Carmen Mills jestival co-organiser




Court Victory! New York City

Halloween Massers Not Guilty
Inthefirstandlasttrial resulting fromthe 33
“‘paradingwithoutapenmit”’aneststheNew York
CityPolice Departmentmadeduringlastyear’s
HalloweenCiriticalMassbicycleride theNew
YorkCounty SupremeCourtonJune28found
The WallStreetJournal sseniorattdirector,Liz
Slmra,notgwltyofdlscxdaiyoaﬂnard

itwasunclearwhetherthecity’sparade permit-
tingschemecouldapply tothematall thepolice
departmentproposedaroutefortheHalloween
ridebyhandingoutflyersin Union Square Park
priortotheride,thendivertedcyclistsoffthe
routeandmademassanests.

Allofthe32otherparadingwithoutapermit
casesarising fromthe Octoberanestshavebeen

Shurapleadednotguilty atheramraignment
andappeared incourtmorethanfivetimesover
thecourseofeightmonthsbecauseshebelieved

Scoresofcriminal trialsarisingfromthe
January FebruaryandMarchCritical Massanrests
areexpectedtotakeplaceinJuly.

Over525peoplehavebeenarrested for
allegedly participatingintheleaderless group
bicycleridessincejustbeforethe Republican
National Convention(August27,2004),when
thecity decidedtocrackdownontherides.
Someothercities,likeMoscow havefollowed
New York’sleadandstarted anresting participants
intheirCritical Massrides.

New YarkCityisnowseekinganemergency
injunctionagainst Time’sUp! theenvironmental
advocacy groupthecity believesis® behind ’the
rides,andseveralofits volunteers. Theinjunction
wouldnotonly preventtheridesby making
participationinthemamisdemeanorpunishable
byuptoayearinjail butalsosubjectanyone
whogathersinagroupof morethan20people
inacity park,oradvertisessuchagathering to
prosecutionforamisdemeanor;unlessthe
gatheringhasapermit. Thefirstcourtappearance
related tothe lawsuittook placeonJune 30.(No
newsyetonhowthatwent.)

AnumberofNew Yorkanesteeshaveformed
agroupcalled FreeWheelstohelpprovidesupport
forpeoplewhohavebeenanrested whileriding
FreeWheels sce <www bicycledefensefind org>
contactMark Taylorat+1(646)338-5643.

-FreeWheels
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Inspired by Sara Stout’s “Skill Sharing” article in Car Busters #20, Car Busters editors and friends ontwo
recent occasions staged breakfast actions in public parking spaces in Prague. Local media covered both events:
April 12 in front of City Hall,and June 8 in front of the Czech National Bank on Republic Square.

Day of Action to Target

G8 “Climate Criminals”

July 8 thelastday of the G8 summiit,wasa

globalday of actionagainsttherootcausesof

climatechange. Thismeantdirectactionsfor

climatejusticeinScotlandandaroundthe world.
Inadditiontosmalleractions,abigpublic

demonstrationcalled* CeildhOnthe Clyde”(aka

“Boogieonthe Bridge””) wasplannedinGlasgow.

Theideawasabig,joyousandangryeventthat
wouldconfiont,notcollude, withtheleaderswho

Therewerealsoprotestsagainstthe M 74
extension,Scotland’snewestandleastpopular
motorway,whichwill cuttroughtheheartof
Glasgowandincreasecarborrspewingtiaffic The
eventwasalsoanexpressionof solidarity with
peoplefightingtherootcausesof climatechange
evarywhere.

Actionsalsotookplacein Venezuela,New
comingtogether.Itissaying* ‘no tothe G8,
‘WadBank IMF,UNandoorporatemarket-based
‘solutions””totheclimatecrisis,and‘ ‘yes ’toa
post-oil post-poverty post-capitalistfuture.

‘Whythisdayofaction?BecauseG8spin
won 'tdragusoutofthedownwardspiral we're
in.Becausethe G8mantraof* ‘economicgrowth
anddamntheconsequences’ meansbusinessas

usualandclimatic socialandecologicalmeltdown.

OnlJuly 8,wewillfloodthe G8andthe
ofajust,fossil-fuel freefuture.
-G8 Climate Action

Wheels of Justice Don’t Spin
OnMay 7inAdelaide, Australia,some3 000
cyclistsrodedownthemainstreetto Pardiament
house toprotestgovemmentinactionover
cyclingsafety andtheoutcomeofthe Bugene
McGeehitandiuncase.
Smalldemonstrationswereheldinother
lawyerwhoafterafew drinkshitandkilled local
cyclisttanHumphreyonNovember30,2003,in
ahead-oncollisionwithhisMlitsubishi Pajero.
MoGeefledthescene,immediatelycalledhis
lawyerfiiend,andtumedhimselfovertopolice
onlysixhourslater. Accordingtotheofficerwho
interviewedhim,MoGee’svehicesmelled
strongly ofliquoreventhen,althoughMcGeewas
notbreathtested Hewasfined AU$3,100
(roughlyonehour’spay forhim)anddisqualified
fromdrivingfor 12months.
ticketsintheprevioussix years,and atthetrial
showednoremorse,insteadtryingtoblamethe
roadconditionand* badluck”
Inthecourtroom,Humphrey’swidowDi
GildhissHumphreyconfiontedMoGeeandsaick
“Youkilledmyhusband.Idonothateyou,Ipity
you.Iwakeupinthehopethatthishasallbeen
abaddream.Iwouldgiveupallmytomonows
tohaveonemoreday withlan.”
Concemedcitizenshaveformedagroup
called WheelsofJustice, pushingforstricter

informationat<www wheelsofjusticecomarr>.
- Olly Powell and news reports
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GenderBlind

Putting women’s needs on the agenda in Philippine transport culture

byRosellel eahK Rivera

Jongwakesupat4amandtakesherhouseholdpailstothe
queveinMarikinaCity (OkmfromQuezonCity thecapital). By
:30am,herwatercontainers arefull and she orherhusband picks
upthefilledcontainersandbringthembackhome. Then,shewakesher
children,cookstheirbreakfastandprepares theirbath. After pickingupthe
water,herhusband goesback tosleep.Susan thenbringstwoofherchildren
toschoolatbam,usualty onfoot.

Susanandherhusbandhaveasmallbuy-and-sellbusiness. Theysell
theirgoodstoworkersindifferentfactoriesandcommunities. Threetimesa
week,they makeathree-hourtrek toQuiapoand Divisoria,bothlocatedin
Manila. They leavetheirhouseat9am,shopfortheirwares forthreehours
andthetripbackhometakesanotherthree hoursduetotherushhour
traffic.Mostoften,Susanpaysadditional parok faretoload goods boughtin
Manila.Sheandherhusbandusually commute viapatok, orjeep.Onthese
days,theyamvehomeatapproximately 7pm.

LikeSusan,Adora“ Doy’ Gonzalesisawakeby4ameachdayand
prepareshertwochildrenforschool.* Tneedtwenty-fivehoursormore,”
saysDoy.

Ttisamiracleif shecanfinishallthehousework. By 6am,shebrings
herchildrentoschool,whichisSkmaway fromtheirhome.Doy peddlesdry
goodsinhercommunityorinthenearby areasforaround fivehours.Selling
these goodscommencesafterpickingupherchildrenfromschoolat 1:30
pm.Hervendingisimegular,asitdependsonthecapital sheisabletosave.

Herhusband’sincomeisnotenoughforthefamily’ssubsistence.
“WheneverThavesome goodstosell Itransformnightintoday. Thethings
thathavetobedoneduringtheday ,suchasclotheswashingandhouse
cleaning,Idoatnightwhenmyhusbandand my childrenareasleep.Myday
activitiesbecomemynightactivities.”

Oneofthemostcommonfomsoftransport Doy usesisthepatok Doy
saysthatsheusually getsintoheated arguments with thepazokdriver. They
usually drivewildly andhersmall childrenare almosttiownoffthe vehicle.
Howeverdangerous,Doyhasnochoicebuttoridethismodeoftransport
becauseherchildrenareoftenrunming lateforschool.

Theothermodeoftransportfor Doy isthepadyak,ahuman-powered,
norHmotorised vehicle Thedriverofthepadyakofiencomplainsthat Doyis
overweightandusually demandsmorethanthenommal fare. Accordingtothe
padyakdriver,passengerswithDoy’sweightforcethemtopedal harderand
getmoretiredthanusual.

Theday-to-day woriesofthesewomen’slivesgiveapreliminary picture
of poor,urban women’stravel needs atthecommunity level andbring tothe
forewomen’svoicesinthediscourseontransport. Thisisanarenararely
examinedbyexistingresearchoneithertransportor gender.Inthe21st
century,whileweendlessly pontificateuponnewerandmoreexpensive
technologiestoimproveacar’sfuel efficiency thereal worldstill screams
withtheconcemsofSusanandDoy.

Putting Gender on
the Transport Agenda
AsT0%ofthoselivinginpoverty worddwide arewomen,acoordingtoa
reportby the Sustainable Transport ActionNetwork for Asiaandthe Pacific,
thetransportsystemsand services thathardly meettheneeds of the poorare
“Thelowertheincomeofahousehold,themoreprobableitisthat
womenwillexperiencegreatertransportdeprivationascomparedtomen,”
writtRahmanPaul Barterand TamimRaadinthereport.” Transport
deprivationmay taketheformofwomen’suse of inferiormodesof transport
ascomparedtomen; itmay takethe formofwomen’s joumeyshaving
multiplepurposes andthus generating greater anxiety inthe travel context; it
maytaketheformofcustomaryorlegal constraintonwomen’srightto
travel ortouseaparticulartransportmode.”
Transportisknowntobeoneofthemostsignificantinvestmentsectors
formanydevelopingcountries.Despiteitstecognisedroleindevelopment,
scantattention hasbeenaccordedtothe social and genderimpactsof
transportinvestments. Therecognitionofitskeyroleineconomicdevelopment
throughclassicplanningmethodsremains wantingbecause of thefailure to
seethedifferentimpactsoftransportonthelivesof menand women.
Conventionalplanningmethodsassumethattransportprogrammesare
“genderneutral” Availableliterature fiomvariouscountriesinthedeveloping
worlddocumentthepervasivemyththatimpactsonmenandwomenof
transportarethesame (see Priyanthi Femandoand GinaPorter, Balancing
theload). Y ettraiblazing case studieshavebeguntodocumenthow women
comprisealargeproportionofpeople whoareeconomically andsocially
disadvantagedand of people whoarehammed by transportpoliciesthatfocus
oneconomicefficiency (nanmowly defined)andby automobile-focused
transportprioritiesthatdonothingtomeettheirtravel needs.
Theground-breakingworkof Griecoand Tumeronwomen’stransport




concludethat” ‘women’sgreaterdomesticresponsibilitiescoupled withtheir
weakeraccesstohouseholdresourceshavesignificantconsequencestotheir
transportandtravel status...(and they) experience greater transport
deprivationascomparedtomen.”Deike Petersforwards parallel insightsin
carefully-gatheredurbanandrural case studies fromseveraldeveloping
countries. Women’sdisadvantaged positionintransportsystems was
apparentthroughoutthesecase studies.

Orestudy of 276 femalefuel camiersin Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,showed
thatwomencarry anaverageloadof 36 2kg(ie., 75% of body weight) an
averageof 11.7km,andasmanyas 1 7% ofthe womencanyloadsheavier
Intemational _abourOrganizationis20kg. Amongthese wormen.eye,chest
andbackpains werecommon,as wellashighratesof miscarmage. Kenyan
medical sourcesdocumentfiequentbackachesandkneedamageamong
headHoadingMasai women. Peterscallsforlocally adapted gendersensitive
transportstrategies. Peters alsostresses that,soasnottobe leftinlofty
theoretical principles, thelocal dimensionneedstobebroughtback in,to
bringwomen’s voicesintotransportplanningandpractice.

Devel Janming whilt . opartcipationby
variousgroupsinsocietyhasstill emainedblindtotheimplicationsof
transportpoliciesand programmesonwormen’slives. Womentendtobe
under 1 ssionalsanderticinationof
fromlocalcommunitiesisunheardof andnotseenasakeyelementin
programimedesignandtheimplementation,monitoringandevaluationof
transportplanning. Thisisaresultof dichotomousthinkingthatseparates
“hard”’sectors (transportationand communication, infrastructure etc.) from
“‘soft’sectors (education,health,social services, etc.)indevelopment
planning. Thedominantthinkingisthattransportbelongs tothehard sectors
omiriedbyi sonalagenciesandiop down st edplanning,

Women’s Work:

In the Private and the Public Sphere
Theoutcomeisthattheformulationofpoliciesandthe conductof studieson
transportandtravelisnotjustgender-blind butevenmale-biased. Thelatter
ismanifestedintheoftenimpliedassumptionthatwomen’simmobility isnot
only*‘natural’’butevensocially preferred. Womenarerelegatedtothe
privatesphereofthehousehold,usually romanticisedasmothersor,asa
favouriteexpressionamong Hilipinos goes. the dlawngtahanan ( thelightof
thehome”). Yettheneedsoftheirfamiliesrequirewomenlike Doy and

Transport Glossary

Especial Specialfareschargedby tricycledriversontopof
theusualrateallowed by thelocalregulatory agency . This
specialfareischargedwhenthetricycleleavesforalone
passenger’sdestinationwithoutwaitingforthe public
transportvehicletobefilledup withfiveormorepass-
engers. Moreoftenthannot,driversalsocharge this fare
arbitrarily thusitisusually asource of imitationand
complaintsbypublictransportcomnuters.

Langgarman (Literally, ‘aqueveofants”’) Areaswhereone
canseeorganisedquetesof commuters waitingtoride
publictransportsuchasjeepneys.

Padyak (Literally, tokick’”) Abicyclewithasidecarused
aspublictransport. Usually foundonthecomersof main
roadsofpoorurbanconmimunities.

Patok (Literally, “ahit ) Colourfully pantedspeeding
Jjeepreys,whichcanaccommodatemorethan20
passengers. Patokshave stereosblaringloudmusicdurning
theirtrips. Patoks areusualty manned by younger (20-30
yearsold)recklessdrivers.

Pile-pila meansseveralquenesofcomnuters.

Sabit (Literally  tohang”’) Passengersofjeepneys,
tricyclesorbuses whoareunabletositinside the jeepney
becauseall seatsaretaken, yetdriversallow commuiters,
fromone toasmuchasfivepeople,usually male, tostand
orhangontothe estribo(theentrance of the vehicle),
holdingontoany pieceofthe jeepney/tricycle/bus. This
practiceisespecially dangerousaschildren (sometimesas
manyasfiveyoungsters)arecommonly seenhangingoffof
tricycles,whichfenry themtopublicschools.

Susantoshiftintothe*‘public’’sphereoutsidethehousehold wherecashcan
beeamed, the objective conditionsofthe cunrenttransportsystemdonot
meetwomen’sspecificneeds Muchofwomen’sworkintheinformal
economy (ie.,selling vegetables, tice cakes,cookedfood,ordry goodson
credittofactory workers)demandtravelling outside the private confinesof
thehousehold. Women’sschedulesarenotasfixedasmalemembers mainty
becausethehostofdomesticresponsibilitiesarerelegatedtofemale member
nanayslikeSusanandDoy.

Ttisinthislightthatquestionsmustberaised: How canareasonably
participatory processoftransportation planningbe developedtoreviewand
comparemodesoftransport?Howcanusergroupsfromthemarginalised
sectors,especially womeninlocalcommunities,beincludedinthe planning
process?How canaspacebeopenedtoarticulate thepublicinterestandthe
mobilityneedsofthepoorandof womeninpolitical processes?

“Allthejeepneys withrecklessdrivers shouldbetakenoftthe streets
becausethey areasource of accidents,’says Susan.* ‘There wasanincident
whenlalmostfelloffmy seatbecause the jeepney keptswerving.”Susan
alsocomplainsofthe costof transportationand hopesthat publictransport
fareswillbelowered. Transportfarecostsroughly PHP5 50(US$0.10)per
kilometreand SusanandherhusbandspendatleastPHPSO(US$1 40)on
theirtriptoand fromDivisoria,whicheatsupmorethan 30%of their
averagedailyincome.

Susanshowsexcitementwhenaskedaboutpossiblerecommendations
tothepresenttransportationsystem.* Thereare somany padyaks. They are
everywhereandundisciplined. Thenumberofpadyaksshouldberegulated,”
shesuggests.Padyaksaremotorcycleswithasidecar. Withaseatingcapacity
fortwopeople driversusually squeezeinfourtofive peopleintothepadyak.
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Susan suggests hastening the construct ion of the
Mass Rapid Transit from Marikina to Divisoria to
lessen the inconvenience, saving on precious time as
well as addressing the traffi c problem.

Susan’s final suggestion is that “something serious
should be done about the hold-ups inside public
transportation.”

Unlike Susan, Doy has no specif ic ideas on how to
improve the transportation system. When it com es to
taking care of her children, this is not the focus of her
attention. She suggests and hopes that transportation
fares should be lower for poor families, even offered
free-of-charge to reduce the burden on poor parents.

The voices of Susan and Doy can on ly be muffled
voices in the dark if they are not orchestrated through
networks of organisations, recognised by national
governments and given expos ure by national and local
media. Sustainable transport advocates have been lo
bbying for support for develop-ing the institutional
capacity of community organisations and asking local
governments to address the above concerns and issues
regarding transport.

Imagining transport progra ms and projects which
can contribute to quality of life for men and women is a
form idable task. A reasonable starting point is to build
a political base for more sustainable, gender-sensitive
and equitable initiatives. This would mean involving
representatives of women’s organisations, public
transport commuters, an d the voices of ordinary people
like Susan and Doy in processes and debates about
transport policy.

A widely accepted axiom in th e international
development community is that if plans are developed
with the support of these key elements in society, then
the constituency of such plans will be broa dened and
the likelihood of their becoming reality is not only better,
but made more meaningful.

“All the patoks
with reckless
drivers should
be taken off
the streets.”

- Susan Jong

Dilemmas and Potentials:

Gender in Transport Activism

All the above tackles an advocacy w hich is essentially
waged on the national and local policy levels.
However, what about the landscape of activism
wherein local communities could put the interests of
ordinary commuter citizens on the agenda? How can
we vigorously influence the agenda of politicians and
public servants with a perspective on the public
interest? To take to task the need to express, register
and demand for the transport needs of marginalised,
vulnerable groups such as women?

It is safe to say that “transport activism™ is still a
vague and unexplored arena, not pushed by the majority
of activists in the larger people’s move- ment in the
Global South. Ironically it is here in the Global South,
where “markets” of private vehicle corporations have
set their sights, that transport activism is needed. As
one car manufacturer put it so succinctly, “The market
prospects for Asia’s motor vehicles are very positive.
We aim to capture a big portion of Asia’s motor vehicle
market b y strengthening the supplier base of our
automotive industry.”

Transport activism is, more often than not,
conventionally tucked into the specific sectoral
struggles such as the worker’s movement (transport
workers, public utility vehicle drivers and the like) or in
one corner of the consumer movement (a few leaders
have emerged for the large mass of unorganised public
commuters), or the broad environmental movement
which has been swamped with discussion and action for
strategic issues (global warming, clean energy, etc.),
yet not tactically linked to practical transport concerns
of marginalised groups.

A promising start is that the women’s movement is
now visible in the transport arena, ralsmg publlc safety
issues and Vi

“Participation of women
from local communities

is unheard of and not
seen as a key element
in transport planning.”




How to Please
Car

It is fairly obvious that drivers lov e theirs cars. They spend large amounts of quality time with them, discuss them
with their closest lB&hd gatn Browe evgpl esemitien gdiffiorgntsswaysetodkleap maayhapps power and
capability — in newspapers and magazines, on the radio and television. But how do we know the feeling is mutual?
How do we know they’1l continue to love their drivers back? What do cars want, and how can we be sure to give it to
them?

1. If you’re tempted to try to look like y our car by donning a
headlamp, don’t. Your car may mistake you for a bicyclist, which
can be a threat — and a turnoff.

2. Cars also don’t like pedestria ns. They aren’t interested in
children, and they really don’t care for old people, who move so

slowly.
3. Cars love sp eed.

4. They like wide open roads. As soon as two lanes start to feel a
little crowded, expand to four. W hen the four-lane feels a little

claustrophobic, six, or eight or ten or more are all good.

5. Cars, of course, like to travel. Their perfect vacation would be
an extended road trip with no destination at all. But if you’re looking
for a place to stop, cars definitely prefer Los Angeles to Manhattan
and Houston to Amsterdam. Don’t overlook Detroit, but don’t even

consider Venice.

your

6. If you’re considering treating your car to dinner, remember cars
prefer a nice drive-thru to a hard-to-reach bistro. Their taste in
restaurants tend toward the fast food. Chicken McNuggets, say,

over coq au vin.

7. If you’re thinking about taking your car shopping, just remember

“big box” over boutique.

8. In selecting a neighbourhood for your car, keep in mind that
short blocks and sharp corne rs can be a drag, sidewalks add clutter

and chaos, and trees are just unnecessary visual obstructions.

9. When communi cating with your car, remember most cars still
prefer the visual message and that it’s best to keep it short. Enter.
Exit. Gas. Food.

And they’re attracted to brigh t, primary colours. The bigger and
louder the message, the better it is. Cars also appreciate billboards,

especially if they are flattering.

10. But, most basic of all these tips is that to please your car is to
keep the gas tank loaded and the body in tip-top condition. And
remember that, above all, cars love money.
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N entheGhildenComeoutandPlav -

nNational StreetPlaying Day inthe Netherlands brings out 250.000kids

byRoelardKugper

tobeoutside Theylikesitting
onthepavement,scoutingoutthe
. ihfiiends walkingor

bikingby themselvestoschool.Unfortunately,
theirfreedomtomoveandplay isrestricted by
becausepavements [sidewalks] aretoosmall,
andthereareeithertoomany parkedcarsortoo
manyspeedingcars. Therearealmostnomore
safeplaceslefttoplay .Sincemany parentsare
scared of thedangersof traffic,they decide notto
lettheirkidsplay ortravel ontheirown.
Childrenshouldbeabletoplay freely intheir
neighbourhoodsandbeabletodososafely .

A Safe Place to Play

OnJune 1,250000kidsemergedontothe
streetsof the Netherlands totake partinNational
StreetPlayingDay . Thousandsofchildrenplayed
insafeenvironmentsthroughoutthecountry with
thehelpofmorethan 1 000local groupsand
25000 volunteers. Tospreadtheircry forhelp,
2 000streets were closedtomotorised traffic,a
PlayingDay wasdeclaredin 1986.Itwasonebig
streetparty forkids.

fromthe Dutchorganisation3VO—Voor Veilig
Verkeer(ForSate Traffic).* Thisisaday forthe
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childrentoplay safely outsideand toprotest
againsttheunsafe streetsand playgrounds—and
thelackofplaygrounds,’says Andrede Wit,co-

3VOistheculminationoftheworkof various
organisationsworking inthe 1970sand ‘80sto
improvestreetsafety intheNetherdlands.In 1973,
3 264 peopledied inatrafficaccidentsand450
ofthemwerechildrenundertheageof 14.
Becauseofthis theactiongroup Stopde Kinder
Moord(StopMurderof Childrenywasfounded.In
the “80s,Stopde Kinder Moord togetherwith
KinderenVoorrang((hildren’sRightof Way),
calledforanational streetday forchildren,which
firsttook placeonMay 28,1986.3VOwas
formedwhenthesetwogroupsfusedwith Veilig
Verkeer Nedlerland(Sate TrafticNetherlands)and
Voergangers Vereniging(PedestianClub)toform
oneorganisation.

“3VOisanorganisationof volunteerswith
onemission: trafficsafety;”saysde Wit.* Every-
bodyishereforadifferentreason; noise,aclose
friendkilledinacaraccident,pollution.”

3VO’spriorityissafety inthedirectliving
fourtosixshouldbeabletoplay insightoftheir
housesandoftheirfriends. Fromtheagesof 6to
12 thisareaincreasesuptoseveral hundred
metresfromthehome.

Unfortunately theseideal situationsare
rarelymet. Thethreatfromtrafficistoohighfor

many parents,andchildrenareoftenscaredof
thetraffic.

“Complinisat SN
rapidly; ’saysde Wit Theintensity of motorised
traffichasincreasedenommously inthe pastyears.




b“Hey, kids! Colour me in and send me back to Car Busters magazine!”

Researchpointsoutthattheageof childrentrav-
elingindependently fromhometoschool(orto
anyoutdooractivity) hasgrownfrom65t085
years.Alotofeducational socialmomentsare
thuslostinthisway.

“Ourcauseissafety orrather,unsafe streets.
Parentsandelderly people getscaredanddecide
togobycar,too. Thismeansalotofextracars
ontheroad creatingespecially dangerous areas
aroundschools. Itisavisciousdownwardspiral.”

Onseveralof thestreets this year, there was
reasontocelebratebecauseneighbourhoods got
30kmhzonesaftersuccessful actionsoneartier
streetplayingdays.Othersuccesses,saysde Wit,
includea 1990 Dutchgovemmentinitiativecalled
SustainableSafety.

“BveryyearNational Street Playing Day gets
moreattention,”’saysde Wit.“ Moregroupsclose
streets forcarsand openthemupforouryouth.
Morepeoplebecomeawareand getactivefor
safetrafficonboththenationalandlocal levels.”

Theorganisationforthedayofactionis
mainly inthehandsofaround 3 000 volunteers,
supportedby 70paidworkers.3VOarranges
national publicityandoffersawiderangeof
resourcestolocal organiserssuchasstickers,
caps,posters,banners. flyersandseveral
informativebrochures.However itisthemany
volunteers whoorganisetheactual streetplaying
eventsinthedifferentneighbourhoods.

3VO’sevaluationsoftheday’sactionsshow
thatin30% ofthe towns wherethe actionis
celebrated thecity councilhasactually improved
situationsthatwereproventobedangerous,

o T .
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Roeland Kuijper explores the festive streets in his hometown of Roermond

puttinginnew crossingplacesforpedestriansand
bikesandbyerectingfencesinfiontofschools
andaroundplaygrounds.etc.

Tohelpexposetheseunsafeplaces,onthe
streetplayingdayschildrencreate* tCanBe
Different *pinsandthenputthemonunsafe
places Mayorsaretheninvited forapre-arranged
walkalong theseunsafeplaces.

“Forawhilethegovemmenthadthe goalof
reducingthespeedlimitwithincitiesto30kmh,”
saysde Wit.* ‘Unfortunately they droppedthis
idea.Wehavenot””

Thisyearthethemewas*‘StopSpeeding.”
Lastyear,hundredsof groupsofkidshelped
checkthespeedofcarsthroughoutthe Nether-
shocking. Almostallcarswerespeedinginthe
30kmhzones.

Play and be Happy
Idecidedtovisitsomeof the streets that were
openedtochildtraffic. WhilebikingIcould
alreadyhearthelovely soundoflaughing, yelling
andplayingkidslongbeforelreachedthe
beautifully decoratedfence thatwasblockingone
street. Here ,and on other streets, there wasa
bannersaying” National StreetPlayingDay ! "The
wholestreetwasdividedintoseveral playing
areaswithallkindsoftoysandold-styleDutch
games. Therewasalunchplacewherepeople
couldgoand getadrink,snackorsomefiuit.
Everywherechildrenwererunning biking,
playinganddrawing orjumpingonthebigair-

parentssattogetherand talked.

Thestreethasbeenaplaceforsocial inter-
actionforcenturies, justaschildrenleamabout
lifewhileplaying Cardominatedstreetsdeserve
political attention. Humanity starts inthe street!
Thenommallivingstreethastobe thereforthe
peoplewholivethere.

Astreetisacountry ,aworld.

National Street Playing Daycanserveasa
glimpseintoaworldwherechildren,adultsand
theelderty fromall coloursandsizescanactively
liveandplay togetheronastreetthatthey chose
tomakecarfiee.

Yourstreetcouldbenext. . .n

Slow Down!

*Speed contributestoatleast 30% of road
trafficcrashesanddeaths

 Aoollisionwithavehiclemoving SOkmhis
fatalfor75% of pedestrians; at 30kmh, this
figuregoesdownto 10%(Source: 3VO).

Tiafficaccidentskillmorechildrenandyoung
peopleaged5-29 thanany othercauseof
death(Source: WHO).

eInlow-andmiddle-incomecountrieschildren
havemuchhigherratesofroadtraficdeath
thaninhigh-incomecountries(Source: WHO).

e Inthe Netherlandsin2003,42 children
undertheage of 10diedincaraccidents
(Source:3VO0).

*InViemamin2001 ,anaverageof 11
childrendiedeachday intrafficaccidents
Souc=WHO).
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thel_oireandtheRhonernversin
hillsof France arethe ruinsof oneof
longestof theRomanaqueducts,built

amost2000yearsago.Calledthe Gier Aqueduct,
thishistoricfeatofengineeringovercamea
ruggedlandscapetocanry water 7Skmtothe
Romancityofl ugdunum—modem-dayIyon.

Today thesesamehillscouldsoonbethe
siteofaproposedultra-modemtollroad. Traveling
roughlythesamepathasthe oldaqueduct.the
Ad5superhighwaywouldcutabroadswath
acrosstheteramand throughfragile village
communiies threateningtopermanently alter
theculureandtheenvironmentof auniquerural
area.

Thishighway projectfitstogetherwitha
plannedbeltway aroundthe westsideof Lyon
andotherprojectsinFrance toformthelinksofa
proposedsuper-highway linking Spainto Westem
BuropebyamoredirectHamburg-Gibraltaraxis.

Forsmallfammersinthesoutheastcomer
ofthel oire Department,theimpactonday-to-
daylifewillbeimmeasurable astheir villages

becometheroadsidescenerytotensofthousands
of vehiclesandtrucksperday.

Plansforthe**A45 Autoroute”’haveexisted
forover30years,buthavealwaysbeencontro-
versialbecausetheproposedroutedoublesan
existingfreeway fivekilometresaway . InJune
2005 the govemmentcompletedstudiesforthe
beginattheendoftheyear. Proponentsofthe
AdSareconfidenttheroad will goforward.

Meanwhile,peopleinthepathofthe
proposedconstructionawaittheirfate, without
expropriatedlandorbuildings;uncertamhow
fanmerswillbecompensatedforlostagricultural
tracts;orwhatimpactsonthe value of their
propertyandquality of lifethomeowners will see
oncetheyareadjacenttoanactivefreeway.

Increasingly ,oppositiontothe A45—which
wouldlinkI_yonand St.Etienne—isgrowingin
themoreurbanareasintheRhone Valley, while
someinthemoreruralanddepressed Stephanoise
regionclingtothe vainhopethatthearea’s
economicandtransportationwoescouldbesolved
bytheproject.

Theold Ad7fieewayisindisrepair,over-
loadedwithlargetrucksandclogged withpeople
commutingfromSt.Etiennetoworkinl_yon.
way,butironically,whilethenewroadwould
providequick transitthroughtheregionforforeign
trucks,improvementsontheexistingroadand
workonaltemativemeansofintraegiontrans-
arebeingsacrificed.

TheGier Valleyisexperiencinganetlossof
populationafterdecadesofunder-employmentin
thesteelindustry. Thecountrysideclingsbetween
thecitiesandtheindustrial areas,onthe brink of
convolutedtopographyhasallowedisolationto
endure,wheretiny villagesdating fromthe 12th
centuryclingtorowsofhilltopsagainstthe
backdiopofFrance’sMassifCentralandnanow,
little-usedroadways windalongthecreasesinthe
land linkingthe villages.

The Fruits of Labour
Thegemotthisgroupofiural communitiesisthe
CoreauxduJarez,wherefieldsandforests give
way toverdantorchards. Inthe spring thehills




tummulti-colouredasthedifferent varietiesburst
intoflower,andby summer,abundantcherries,
prunes,peachesandapricotsareharvested, with
applesandpearsfollowinginthefall Itisthe
kindofplacewhereresidentsconsumethemilk,
butterandfreshcheesesoflocal small-scaledairy
famers, andfiuit-growersdescendtotheopen-air
marketsinthevalley tosell theirproduce.
Perchedonasteephilltop,the villageof
Cellieuishometoseveraldozensmall family
famms.Fuitfammerswork thedozenorso
hectaresthatthey havetendedfor generations,
takingprideingrowingapremiumfruit. Hervé
Couzon,35,nheritedtheten-hectarefarmhis

tenthourdaystomaintainit,growinglessfruit
withpesticide-freemethods—abouttentons per
hectareeachyear—butemployingmorepeople

¢ ¢ T

Fromonedayto the
next, this quiet valley
will receive 40 percent of
the traffic between St
Etienne and Lyon,which
couldinclude thousands
of trucks aday.

29

thananon-organicfamwould.Intheprocesshe
accomplisheswhathecallshis* ‘desiretonourish
andpleasehumanity withhealthy products.”
Couzonwasbomandraisedhere,andhas
traveledandlivedasfaraway asEastem Europe
andSenegal. Hiswifeisaneconomicsprofessor,
andwithtwoyoungchildrenandhismother—
retired fromadministering thefarm—tosupport,
the A45hitshome.* Istayed infarming because
wantedtomaintainourfamily’s placehere.”
Referringtothenoiseandthe visual blightonthe
landscape,hesays:“T'mmoreworriedaboutthe
overalldisasterthisroad would causethanlam
aboutthenuisancetome.”

Lire Departmen (42) Stéphanafse Region
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Butashepreparesforhisroleinthe village’s
annual‘ Feastofthe Cherries”’ andtransportshis
workerstotheorchardalongthequietcountry
nottheworstthreatfromtheroad. Heworries
aboutthereputationoftheirregion’sproduce,
andtheeffectoftonsofpollutionrainingdown
ontherrorchardsfiomthesuper-highway;
chemicaHadendustcanyinglead,zinc,and
hydrocarbonsthatwouldcoverthetrees, thefruit
andalsotheworkers.

The Automotive Orchard
“Thavetoassumeamajorimpactonmy produc-
tionandthehealthofmytrees. Theroadisless
than200mfromhalfmyorchards. Thesamepol-
lutionwillbeintheinigationponds, *saysCouzon.
Becauseofthesteephillsidesinthe Coteaux
duJarez theroad wouldinvolveaseriesof
tunnelsandbridgesacrosstherelatively pristine
hills.Onthe westside of the village thefreeway
wouldenteralongtunnel,belowoneof Couzon’s
orchards. Emergingonthenarthside nearmore
ofhistrees,itwouldentertheupperreachesof
thedensely farmed VallédelaDureze Cutting
acrossthehillsidesthroughcroplands,itwould
crossthearea’sstreams viaaseriesof viaducts,
beforeleavingthe valley by along6% grade—
themaximumpitchallowableforthiskindof
truckingroute.
Imposedontopofthepeachesandapples,
theroadwouldcompletely transformthesmall
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valley andthelivesof its inhabitants. ltwould
taketenyearsormoreofconstructionto
completetheproject Thenwouldcomethenoise
andpollutionof whatthe govemmentestimates
wouldbe 31000 vehiclesaday butwhatcritics
say wouldbemany more Fromonedaytothe
next,thisquietvalley willreceive40%ofthe
trafficbetween St.BtienneandLyon,whichcould
includethousandsoftrucksaday.
Thenumbersarecontroversial Forecasts
predictadoublingof truck trafficbefore 2015—
theearliestdate theroad couldbecompleted.
Trafficintheregionhastripledinthelastthree
decades,butthe govemmenthasdownsizedits
ownpredictions.In 1993, itwasprojectedthere
wouldbe 114,300 vehiclesaday usingthe A47
commidorby2010,butrecentdocumentspredicted
only 83 000by 2020.Inthe summerof 2002,
attheheightoftheseason,closeto 120000
vehiclescrammedontothefieewayeachday .
Accordingto”Sauvegardedularez, "alocal
groupopposingthehighway studieshaveshown
thatoverall trafficinthe Stephanoiseregioncould
grow 3% annually—closerto 135000 vehicles
ontheroadbetweenyonand St.Etiennein
2020.Theold A47 Jefttorotforovera
generation,wouldhavemoretrafficafterthe
completionofthe A4S thanitdoestoday,andthe
peacefulvalleyoftheDurezeRiverwouldecho
andtheconstantassaultofnoiseand pollution
fiomlong-distancetrucksdownshiftngonthe
long steepgradeabovethevillageof Chagnon. >>




Stay and Farm the Land
Chagnonhasastorybookchamm. Tuckedintothe
landscape,itfeelslikeit’sbeeninhabitedforever,
anditprobably has,longbeforethenearby

ourfamms! Propertiescutintwo!”
Hesaystheprevailingwindswillblowthe
fieldswherefammers grow grainand hay fortheir
cows,andontothevillageitself.* Trucksfull of
Spainincompetitionwithourlocal produce My
administration waselected toprotectourrural
status. Wewantouryoung peopletostay and
farm. Whatgoodwillthe A4S bringus?N
Frangois Catalano,64,isalocallybom,
retiredteacherwhohaslivedinCellieufor30
years.HeisthespokespersonforSauvegardedu
Jarez. Catalanoenjoysthemoming sunonhis
small vegetable gardenandlovestotakequiet
walksalongthepathwaysbyhishome,wherehe
canseethewildlifeandexperiencethepeaceof
thehillsandvalleys.  Thebusinessmenof St.
Etiennetellusthatthey needthe A45,says
Catalano. Ourelectedofficialssay thesame
becauseindustry ismorepowerfulthanthe
handful ofthose of usagainsttheroad.
“AslongasmostofthejobsareinLyon,we
shouldhavearegionalexpresstrain. But,really,
thepoliticiansshouldbe creatinglocal jobs,here
intheCoteaux duJarezandintheGier Valley.
They’reignoringtheurgency . Weneedlightrail
totheindustrial parks wherethetrainsdon’t go.
trains?t’sgoodenoughfor Switzerland buthere,
they don’tdarestick theirnecksoutand start
developingit.Insteaditisthesuper-highway.”
Pascal Ganrido,61 hasbeenthemayorofLa
Talaudierefor21 years.Situatedontheedgeof
theurbansprawl around St.Etienne, thissmall
townoflessthan7 000 inhabitantshasawell-
definedtowncentreandanenviablesettingin
The Ad5woulddestroy this,cuttingthe
municipality intwo,placingabridgecanyingtens
ofthousandsof vehiclesatthespotwherethe
residentsenjoy thebanksoftheOndanRiver,
divertingtheriveritselftomakeway forthe
massiveroad.
ForMr.Garrido,itmakesnosensetoputoff
yearsforthenewone.* ‘Weneedthe political will
tofixthe A47 ,whichhasnotseenany improve-
mentindOyears! hesays. ‘Almosteveryone
hereisagainstthe A45. ThetownofGivorsalso
opposesthenewfieeway. Theyunderstandthat
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Frangois Catalano stands before a roadside display opposing the A45 in the Coteaux du Jarez near Lyon.

whilethey reworkingonthe A45 the conditions
inthevalley willjustgetworse.”
urbanisationof St. Etienneand itssurroundings.
Tramwaysareseenwithinthecity ,;notbetween
towns. Theideais thatpeople will leavetheircars
attheedgeofthe city,notathome. Thepoorer,
largely immigrantpopulationalongtheold A47
areleftwithfew transportationoptions,while
thosewhocanaffordthehighergas pricesand
expensivetollsarefavoured.
Evenwideningtheoldautoroutetothree
lanes, giventhatitmustcary all thearea’s traffic
foratleastthenext 15 years,isseenastoo
costly,whileestimatesof the costtothe publicof
thenew Ad5—withitsexpensivetunnelsand
viaducts—areclimbingto 70%,withthelocals
payingthelion’sshare. Yetall thatmany cansee
isthenewroad.
Businessmanandchamberofcommerce
memberBemardMoissonnierwasquoledin e
Pointdescribinginglowingtermsthecreationofa
hugeurbanarea.* Infifty years,Lyonwilllook
likel_os Angeles, hecrows. Withthe AdSasa
directlinktoLyonhehopestoattracttravelersto
anewairportin St. Etienne.“Ttisourdestiny to
becomethewestemairportofthisgreatconglo-
merate.” Inthis vision,thecountryside around
townslikel aTalaudiere, St MartinlaPlaineand
StMauricesurDargoireistobeswallowedupby
mushroomingbedroomcommunities. The
“‘destiny”’oflongtime uralresidentsistobecome

inelevantintheirowntowns, landpricesout-
strippingtheirfamily’smeans.expensivetoll
roadsandhigh-pricedpetrol limitingtheiroptions.
Althoughtheywilllivewiththenoiseand
pollutionofthe A4S many willbeunabletoaccess
thenew freeway—fewerentry pontsandtoll
areasmeansafastertransitforthosecrossingthe
region—solocals willcontinuetogodowntothe
valley asthey alwayshaveand,alongwiththose
languishingalong theoldfree-way comidor,use
thedilapidated A47togettolyonand St.Etienne.
TheGieraqueductwasinservicefor400
yearsbeforethe peasantsbegantodisassembleit
tosabotagethewaningRomanEmpireorjustto
obtainstonefortheirownuse. The A45Smaynot
comeorHineuntil2020,andmayneverhaveas
longausage,anmivinglateinthe petroleumera.
InDecember2004,thehighestbridgeinthe
world—the Millauviaduct—openedatthe
southemendofthe MassifCertral Twoanda
halfkilometreslong rising290mabovethe Tam
gorge,itislikethe A45: akindof overkill a
paeantothe Frenchloveforthecar;amuch-
trumpetedsymbolofmodemFrance Tronically at
thesametimeitisanother linktowards getting
trucksacrossthe country faster—atthe priceof
theirdisappearingcountryside.n
MokdiisanwsicianandactvistbasedinSan
Francisco,California, USA Hislastnamewas
destroyedbyasuper-fighnay.




DavAn,
Tamasingleparentwithtwokids.Iwanttobea
carfreerolemodelformykidsbecauseldon’t
wartthemgrowingupintoheartless caraddicts,
butsometimeslreallyneedtouseacar.Carryou
givemeadviceonhowtouseacar aslittleas
possible,somyliletreasureswillbeproud?

Siored,

SingleParent

DearSingleParert,
My friendsinyourpositioncan’taffordacar,yet
bestbet.Itisconvenientandcheap.Let’s
consideritfromthekid’s viewpoint.
Childrenhavetherighttocleanair,tobesafe
andtoactiveplay.Didyouknow:
*Carusersbreathethreetimes more poisonsfrom
fumesascyclistsorwalkers.
e Asthmaisontherise.
*Childrenarerecommendedatleastonehourof
physicalactivityaday.
eInactivity leadstosleepproblemsandobesity.
*Childrenwhowalkorcycletoschoolarealert
andgetbetterresultsthanthose anivingby car.
Evenifadestinationthatcanonly bereached
bycarseemssuperior,by drivingthereyouaren’t
improvinganyone’shealth.Choosethenearer
optioninstead. Walkingandcyclingarefeasible,
evenwhentravellingwithtwokids.
Outsideofacaryourandomly meetpeople
alongtheway. Theseregularinteractionshelp
nourishyourdaily needsforfriendships. child-
Forshorttrips,carfrecorcaditeravel really
matters. Astheengineiscold, cartripsoflessthan
twomilespolluteby upto60% more. Catalytic
converterstakeatleastsix milestobeginworking.
Childrenlovewalking cyclingandpublic
transportandifyouarenotdriving,you’llhave
moreattentionforthem. Itcantakelongerbut
thisisquality time withyourfamily .
You'llrequirewaterproofs umbrellas,maps,
lightsandreflectivestokeepdry ,seenand safe.
Still Irealisethatsometimesby caristhe
onlysensibleway . Betterdrivinghabitscancut
fuel consumptionandemissionsby upto25%.
Takeheedof sometipsaspetrol pricesaresureto
riseasoilextractionpeaks.

kids, theeldery and the disabled.
Plusitisapollutionandnoisenuisance.
Thyliftsharing Whoisgoingthesame way?
Askaboutsharingandsaferroutestowork,
nurseryorschool.Swapchild-care drop-offsand
pickups. You'llenjoycostsavingsandhavemore
Sharingbenefitseveryone. You’llpocketthefuel
costsas wellasthoseforwearandtear.Sharea
shoppingrunandsaveontwo-for-oneoffers.
Mixyourtravel Couldyougopartoftheway
onfootbybicycleorbus?Sturdy cycletrailers
(eg.,Burley orChariot)cancope withtwokids
assisted propulsion.Lockbikesandswitchto
publictransport,carhire, taxior liftshare. Or
walk cycleorparkandthenuseaPark-and-Ride
bus, trainortram. Trytokeeptowncentres
cleanerwhereairquality matters most.
Takeupfamily travel offersontrains.
Ifyourarelyuseacar,jomacarcluborshare
payastheydriveandbenefitfromachoiceof
vehicles. They savearound£1 400+peryearand
havelessmaintenanceandcar-carehassles.
Gothelightestway.Ifthereisachoice,pick
thevehiclewiththebestfuel efficiency—the
trailerorcarhireisforexceptionalneeds.
drivingstyle thatis safer,greenerand saveson
spares.Gobelow thelimitintownwhere20mph
isplenty;40-60mphgivesbestfuelefliciencyon
fasterroads. Drivingat 70mphcanuseupto
30%morefuel thanatS0mph.
Reducedragbyremovingaroofrackorexcess
weight,andclosingwindows.Driveoff straight
away. Tumtheengineoffifyouexpecttowait
formorethan 10seconds. Thisiscrucial intowns.

Altemativefuelsgivecheaperridesasdoes

Dieselisworseforhealththanpetrol.

Regularmaintenancewillkeeptheengine
tuned. Inflatingtirestothe conrectpressure
improvessafety andcutsemissionsby 5%.

‘Whenreplacingyourcar,optforasmall
modelsuchasaSmartCar. Britishtaxation
favourslowemissionsandaltemativefuels.Get
onewithagooduser,pedestrianandcyclist
safety record (ie.nobull barsorfour-wheel

ives).Responsiblydisposeofanyunwanted
vehice.

Finally enjoy thebenefits. Spendlesstime
andmoneyontravel andyou’llhaveextrafor
yourfamily.Britishhouseholdsspend£1inevery
£Honmotoringmorethanonfoodorhousing.
You'llalsobehealthier.

Persevereatresponsiblecaruse. Treadlightty
ontheearth.Itisourchildren’sinheritance.

IHouhaveaquestionyouwouldlike Annato
addressinafimurecolunm,writeherat
<ijo@cuttingyourcanuse cou>>.
ArnnaSemlyenistheauthorofCutting Your
CarUse(www cuttingyourcaruse couk) Sales
55,000+ .Sheisactivelyseekingpublishersand
potertidlavthorsinother courttriestoproduce
localeditions(exceptNorth Americaor Wales).
Interested? E-mailjohn@greenbooks couik.
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We ArePartofTt

nGettingtothe source withdocumentary filmmakerMartin Mareoek

byStevenlogan

“Olliseverywhere ItisasifyouwereinLondon
orPragueandyouwentfourstopsonthemetro
andthengotoff. Theoil pumpsarethatcloseto
Baku’s|thecapital city of Azerbaijan] city centre,
saysCzechdocumentaryfilmmakerMartin
Marecek. Thestink, the S0°Coppressiveheat, it
wasteniible—anoil apocalypse.”

“Thecity tramlineshavemostly beenshut
down, headds.

“Wheredothethingswehavecomefrom?”
asksMarecek,whosefilm, Source™ premieredat
Acknowledgingtheveryeveryday thingswetake
forgranted heasks, ‘Wheredoes thisjuiceand
tshirtcomefiom?”

Aspopulationsbecomeevermoreurbanised,
wemovefurtheraway fromthesourceofour
sustenance. Thefoodthatfuelstheworld’scarsis
noexception.Marecek decidedtotracethe
connectionsoftheoiltoitssource. Ittookhim
andhisfilmcrewtothe il fieldsof Azerbaijan,

theCzechRepublic’ssecondlargestsupplierofoil.

What Lies Underneath?
OnMay25 fheBakur Thilis- Ceyhan(BTCO)pipe-
line,aUS$3 3billonprojectthatwilltake oil
through Turkey Georgiaand Azerbaijanandinto
thegastanksofcardriversthroughout Europe,
wasinaugurated.Seventy percentofthefunding
—withpublicbodiessuchasthe World Bank
providingoverUS$600million.
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FactFindingMissionepotton Azerbaijan, wiites
that* ‘anumberof BTCaffectedcommunitiesare

Reports,” page26,formoreonthereport.]

Transparency Infemationalranks Azerbaijan
140thoutof 146countriesinits global comuption
index. Yetatthesametime,outof 28 poorcoun-
treslisted inthe World Bank’s 2005 Global
DevelopmentFinance report, Azetbaijanreceived
themostforeigndirectinvestmentby farwithover
$1 billion. Poorcountriesshouldcontinueefforts
toimprovetheirinvestmentclimate;’suggests
thereport.

InSource* vice-presidentofthe State Oil

E— =

sitscontently inhisoffice,ignoringtheringing
govemmentphonewhileextollingthe virtuesof
0il.SOCAholds25%ofthesharesinthe BTC
consartim. Thefonmervice-director lham Aliyev,
isnowthepresidentofthecountry. Hesucceeded
hisfatheraspresident,inelections generally
regardedasfalsified.

Marecek,whoalsoeditedthefilm,juxta-
havedirectly benefited fiom Azerbaijan’swealth
ofoilwithothers whohave seenlittlebenefit

“‘Seventy percentof Azerbaijanislivein
poverty,’saysIndependentUniondissident
MirvarGahramanli,whomakesamemorablefirst
appearanceinthefilm.Gahramanliandfilmcrew
have gathered atanoil worker’shousenextto
Bakur’sailfields. Aluxuriousvillaisperchedon
thehill.“Twantall of Europetosee this. When
peopledrivetheircarsletthemseehow we get
oil. Howhe [theworkersittingnexttoher] puts
hissoulintoextractingit.”
British Petroleum, leadingaconsortiimof 11
companiesintheownershipof BTC.BPAzetbeaijan
presidentMIichael Townsendsaysinthefilmthat
therearethree things thatdrive theworld of oil:
Toproduceasmuchoilaspossibleforthemin-
imumofooststoachievethemaximumprofit.
Marecekaskedforaccesstothe BTCfacilities,but
Townsendsaidthiswouldbe virtually impossible’”
andanywayitis20kmfromthe Georgianborder
andnothingmuchishappeningthere. Townsend
doespassonpromotional vidaosofthe BTC pipe-
wonderfulexamplesofhow BPisputtingcorporate
spinonacomplexissue.

Move Along...

Nothing Here to See

Inthevillageof Zayam,westem Azetbaijan,not
farfromthe Georgianborder, Sovrce™* findsthat

Women from the town of Zayam in western Azerbaijan speak about unjust treatment from local government officials.



over-compensatedandotherswhoreceivedno
landtobuild thepipeline.* Theyruinlandthatis
officiallyours,’saysonelandowner.
TheBankwatchreportfoundthatin2002,
villageofficialstook the deedstovillagers’ lands
onthepretextthatthey needed tobe translated;
however,whenthedeeds wereretumedthe
documentshadbeenchangedandthelandwas
nolongerlocatedonthepipelineroute.
Marecekandhiscrewwerealsoundersurvel-
lanceby secretpoliceand atone point, while
filmingresidents wholivednexttothe pipelinein
“Theyheldus,butonly forashortwhile
becausethe govemmentisafiaidof intemational
Europeanjoumalistsfromthe Westandthe

possiblescandal thatmightresult,”saysMareoek.

Mareceksfilmisaprojectof Auto*Mat,a
Czechorganisationthatexploresmobility particu-
whichbeganasaresponseto Praguefamilies
fleeingtheunlivablecity asamachinethatwill
workitsway acrosslandscapes. Itsgoalisto
altemativetransportadvocatestohelpbringthe
ideastomorepeople.

“Thavethefeelingthat Car Bustersreaders
andpeopleatfestivals whoseethisfilmhave
already thoughtaboutthe problem.Idon’twant
myfiiendstoseethisfilm, I wantmyneighbour
toseeit;”saysMarecek.* Hecomplainedtome
thatlamgettinginhis waybecauseIridemy
bike Jamobviously goingslowerthanhim,he
thinks,andIcouldfallinfrontofhiscar.”

Thefilmisalsoforgrantingagenciessuchas
theIntemational Monetary Fundandthe Furopean
InvestmentBanksotheycangetinfonmation
saysMarecek “ Theyneedtofollowandknow
nottosupportcomuptprojects.”

“Weneedorganisationslikethe United

This is the black gold. F or that we work our asses off, says one worker in an oil field outside of Baku.

Nationsorthe World Bank butwealsoneed
someonetodistributethemoney tolocal places.
Forexample the UNorthe WorddBank gives
trytocooperate withthelocal governmentand
thenattempttodolocal projects,butthemoney
getslostincomuption,’says Marecek.

“ThereisaplacehereforgoodNGOs,but
manyofthemareconupt.”

AsHlderZeynatov adissidentandmemberof
theHumanRightsCentre saysinthefilm,10%
ofthemoneyfromoil goestothepeopleof
Azerbajian,whiletherestendsupinthe pockets
ofthegovemment. Theresourcesofthelandare
notbenefitingthepeopleoftheland.

“Whenyoubuyoilyouinvestinthecomupt
regimeof Azerbaijan,’saysZeynatov.

Marecekhopesthatthefilmwill provokea
responseamonggroupslookingforasolutionto
theproblems.*‘Suppartforsuchhugeprojectslike
theoil pipelineis problematic, butifyousupport
20smalllocal projects,involvingsolarenergyor
biomass, thenthismighthelpmitigatecorruption.

Martin Marecek (right) and director of photography Jiri Malek

Count Me Out!
Auto*Matmakesastickerwiththephrasejediev
tomwhichtranslatesliterally as‘ Tgoinit,”but
notgoing by foot; rather,inthe sensethatlam
movingwiththehelpofamachineorananimal.
Butthephrasecanalsobeunderstoodas, Iplaya
roleinit,or,inotherwords, we are partofit,a
“Transportationisthenumberoneproblem,
asoureconomiesarebasedontransportation,”
saysMarecek. IntheCzechRepublic,15t020%
of GDPistiedtothecarindustry.”
“Transportationisnotonly forpeople,butfor
foods,goods,andtourism, ’hesays. The
technologiesthatMarshall Mcluhanarguedare
simplyextensionsofourselves,takeusfurther
aroundthe globeand perpetuatetheproblems.
mobilityhasnotyetmaterialised,’says Marecek,
“rather,the virtualissupporting the physical.”
Theluxuryofourpositionat WordCarfiee
Network—whereweoftentravel,virtually and
physically, justnotby car—isthatwecanpub-
lishmagazineson Acercomputersorwecan
shootadocumentary filmonaSony camera,but
basedontransportationthen weare still partof
itexplansMarecek.
Andsoweshouldkeepthisinmindwhen
weapproachourformerneighboursfromthe
suburbs,whostilldrivetheir SUVstoandfiom
workeveryday.n

MeartinMareceklivesandworksinPrague Heis
currertlyediingasecordfilimunderthe Auto™Meat
banner tharwilltake onthe carfreetheme . Jfyou
areinterestedinscreening Source™,or simply
showingittoyourneighbourwiththeSUV,
cortactBionaut Films: bionaut@bionaut czor
visiwww blonaut czandwww automatfilimcz
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Velo-citybytheSea

nCarBusters goestoDublinforthe 25thanniversary of thisbike conference

byStevenLogan

wheelsgood fourwheelsbad! Thiswastheimpromptuchantofan
IdIrishmanwhohad justcome outfromadipintheIrishSea,a
*sthrow fromthetowerinwhichJamesJoyce settheopening
sceneof Ulysseus.* Thave picturesof cars parked inthebike lanesall over
Dublin,’hetoldme.*‘ShouldIbringthemtothe conference’” Tencouraged
himto.Heandhisfellow bathers,contentafter theirrefreshing swim, were
generally pleasedthatabicycleconference washappening in Dublin.

Thiswasnotpartofthe conference programme butthecycleouttothe
seafeltnecessary afterthree daysof sitting inside listening topeople talk
aboutcycling. Theaforementioned irishman’schantremindsusthatbike
conferenceslike Velo-city—where people fromover40countries gathered to
talkabout* Deliveringthe Vision,”the catchrall conference therme—should
addressboththebenefitsof cycling as well asthenuisance thatdriving

“Ttismoredifficulttotakespaceaway fromcarsthenitistoraise taxes,”
proclaimedEnriquePefialosainhiskeynoteaddress.Inoneoftheconference’s
moreimpassionedspeeches, Pefialosasaidthatbicyclelanesshouldnotjust
beplaced wherethereisspace; rather.they belongonevery singleroad and
thisisthe*‘obligationofanydemocraticgovemment.”

Paris ViceMayorDenis Baupinalsoemphasisedthatcity spaceneedsto
bere-allocatedaway fiomthecarandtowardsthebicycle.  Givingthe world
overtocarsisbarbarous,”said Baupin.

Starting fiom2001 ,and continuinguntil 2007, Parisplanstraficcalming
inover30districts. Cyclistsareincreasingly allowedtoride againsttrafficon
one-waystreets. Thiscameupagainintheconference onasessiondevotedto
counter-flow.Cyclistsareoftenchidedforgoing the* ‘wiong””waydownone-
way streets, butone study of abusy Montreal street where half the cyclists
rodeagainstthetrafficshowedthat there werenomore accidentsthanona
regularstreet. Counter-flowalsoslowsdrivers keepscyclistsoffbusy main

Theseachievements,said Baupin,aretheresultof political will and pres-
surefromcyclists,and contributedtoa4 1 % increase inbike trafficinthe last
threeyears.

AsidefiromPenalosaand Baupin,many oftheconference speakerswere
theretofindwaystoincreasecycling. Andrew Salkeldof_eicester, UK suge-
estedabicyclefilmfestivalincities,whileother presentersemphasised the
healthbenefitsof cycling asawaytocombat growing obesity. Bemard
Belgium,wentasfartosay thatcardriversandcyclistsneed togetalong
betterandunderstandeachothertoimprovecyclingconditions.
Netherlands,hadasmall posterdisplay amongmany othersonthe second
floorofthemainhall. Thecentrehasbeenprovidingcycletramingfor

InTilburg,25%ofthe populationismadeupofimmigrantsfromooun-
trieslikeMoroocoo, Turkey,Somalia,andthe Caribbeanislands. Many
womenhearfromayoungagethatcyclingisnotgoodforthem, itisnot
properandthey aretoostupid toleamsuchthings,says vanderKloof. To
addressthis,thecentrestarted* CycleFriends””

“Werecuit Dutchwomenwhowouldliketogetincontactwithimmigrant
women ”shesays “Theycycletogetherandarrangeeverything attheir
ownconverience.”

Tnanotherpresentation, DamienO Tuama,whoseorganisationhelped
preparethe Dublinpublicforthesmokingbaninbarsandrestaurants showed
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Conference pamctpantDave Holiday wins our first annual best dressed cyclistaward.

howthetacticsmightbe transfenred tobanning cars. Atfirst, many people
wereagainstthesmokingban,butitisnowcommonplace. Yet,thistook
yearstodevelopandneeded strongalliancesbetweengovemmentdepart-
ments,professionalbodiesand otherorganisations.

Althoughtheissueof car-dominated streetsasanimpedimenttocycling
couldhavebeenaddressedatthe conferenceinmoreconstructive ways, John
Grimshaw . founderanddirectorof Sustrans,made clear inhispresentation
that*‘youcan’tincreasecycleuse withoutcuttingcaruse.”

“Orneofthechallengesishowtopositivelyencouragepeoplenotto
havecars,becauseatthemomentyoudonotgetrewardedif yougiveupa
car, hesaidinanexclusiveinterview afterhis presentation. lfpeople give
uptheircars,hesaid, thecity couldextend the sidewalks infrontof their
housesand planttreesthere.

Allof ustiptoearoundthebusinessof restricting caruse, that's why
webuildgreenwaysbecause wearebuildingthemindependentofthecar
infrastructure. Isee greenways ascreating asecond layerof transportthatis
almostinvisiblebutwhenthecrisiscomesthey willhavetheirplace.”

Bytheend,itwasclearthatthereisalwaysroomforimprovingthe
imageofcyclingandthatcity roadsneed tobe opened uptocyclists,ina
safeandsignificantway. AsIbikedhomefromourfinalday ofthe
conference . tryingtofindaspaceformyselfbetweenthemessof Dublin
traffic, thetiny bike lane,,and theominous curb, Iretumedtothe bather’s
chant,” Twowheels good! Fourwheelsbad!’n



Skill Sharing

fieelby Garclal Tziting

Haveyoueverimaginedofstartingyourown
cyclingbusiness?fso,thenJimGregory mightbe
abletohelp.Gregoryisoneoftheco-ownersof
Bikesat Work<www bikesatwork.cont>afim
thathasbeendeliveringall sortsof things by
bikesinAmes,lowa,US since 1991. What
followsisanexcerptfiomGregory’sCydlingfor
Profitnowoutofprint. fyoufindthereading
inspiring thereareboundtobeafew copies
kickingaroundbothreal and virtualbookshops.

Commercial Cycling
Somepeoplerideabikeforrecreationorexercise.
Ofthersrideabicycleincompetition.Stillothers
usetheirbicycletogettoworkordopersonal
emrands. A fourthgroupofpeopleusesabicycleto
eamaliving.Irefertothislastgroupof peopleas
commercialcyclists.

Commercialcyclistsdoawiderangeofwork.
Theycanyeverythingfromphamaceuticalsor
documentsinsideamessengerbagtolargeboxes

v o using
bicycletaxiscalledpedicabs.

Workdwid clovdisspivan
importantroleinurbantransportation. They are
mostcommonly foundincountrieswherethecost
oflabouriscomparatively lowandthecostof
automobilesortrucksishigh. Forexample,
Sustainable Transportmagazinereportsthat
there wereanestimated 37000 pedicabsoper-
atinginthecenterof HoChi MinhCityin 1995.
Pune,India,acity of 1 6million,has 50000
cyclissworkingforhire.

Commercialcyclissaemuchlessprevalent
inthe US, wherelabouriscomparativelymore
expensive Inthe US mostcommercialcyclists
workasbikeoouriersinthedowntownbusiness
districtsof many largecities. Eventhenumberof
growinguseoffaxmachinesande-mail.

Still.commercialcyclistscouldbeserving
muchmoreofthelocaltransportationneedsof
the US. Accordingto TransAct,anonprofittrans-
portationadvocacy organisation,nearty halfofall
triipsarefivemilesorlessinlength,andmore
than20% arelessthan 12 miles. These tripsare
wellwithinthecapacitiesofacyclist,andinsome
instancescanbedonemorequickly andcheaply
withabicyclethanbycar.

The Business
Forthosewantingtostarttheirownsmall busi-
ness,workingasacyclisthasseveral advantages.

Ted Ingram,mountain bike racer,moving a washing machine in downtown Toronto,Canada.

Theamountofmoneyneededtogetstartedis
verylow.Insomeinstancesall thatisneededisa
bicycle Eventhemostcapital-intensivebusinesses
requireonly afew thousanddollarsto get started,
afractionof whatitcoststostartmostother
businesses.Norisabuildingorofficeusually
needed; inmostinstances,youcansimply work
fiomyourhome.
tofewjifany.govemmentregulations.Acommer-
cialdriver’slicenseisnotrequired,norwillmost
businessesdescribedinthisbookneedapermitto
operate.(Checkwithyourstateandlocal govern-
menttomakecertain,though.) Usingabicycle
mayevenexemptabusinessfromtherulesthat
otherbusinesseswouldfollow.

Forexample,whenlinformedthecity that
wantedtostartacurbsiderecyclingservice,Iwas
toldthatIwouldneedalocal wastehauling per-
mitandhavetogetmy vehicleinspectedannually.
‘Whenltoldthemthatmy* ‘vehicle’ wasactually
abicycle boththe permitandinspectionrequire-
mentsweredropped.

The Disadvantages

e wloydingt iinctdlisedt
cyclistsusually havetoride intrafficand,unlike
thevehiclesaroundthem, havelittle protectionin
acollision.Forthesereasons, itisimportantto
alwaysbealerttotraffic,beaware of road con-

ditions,andalwayswearprotectivehead gear
whennecessary Perhaps mostimportantistonot
berecklessorfoolhardy. Thereisanoldadage
amongbikemessengersthatsays, thereareold
bike couriers,and boldbike couriers, butthere are
noold boldbikecouriers.”

Second cyclingisusuallynotveryremuner-
ative. WhileacydlistcanofteneamUS$10per
hourormoreforeachhourridden,asignificant
amountoftimeisalsospentoffthebike either
doingrepairs,preparinginvoices,ordoingother
typesofiecordkeeping. Consequently ecaminga
sufficientincomecanbeachallenge. Mostcyclists
havetobefrugalwiththeirmoney.

Third theworkcanbe very tiring especially
whenitisnecessary tohurry allday ,orcamy
severalheavyloads.Commercialcyclingrequires
agreatdeal of stamina.

Fourth,theweatherisnotatwayscooper-
ative.Unlikearecreationalorcommutingcyclist,
commercialcyclistscanrarelychosewhatdays
they wanttoride. Nomatterwhetheritissunny,
raning,orsnowing ,commercialcyclistshaveto
work.Failuretorideoninclementdaysnotonly
resultsinalossof income, butcanresultinaloss
ofcostumers especially thoseneedingmore
dependableservice.

Ifyouareundeterredby these aspectsofthe
Jjob,thenthenextstepinbecomingacommercial
cyclististodetermine whatkindof workis most
appropriateforyourcircumstances.n
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Studies & Reports

Traffic Jams Worsening
Arepartbythe Texas Transportation Institute
showsthatcongestioninthe United States
delayedtravelers 79millionmorehoursand
wasted 69 millionmoregallonsoffuel in2003
thanin2002.

The2005 UrbanMobility Reportfoundthat
overallin2003,there were 3.7 billionhours of
traveldelay and2 3 billiongallonsof wasted fuel
foratotal costof morethan US$63billion. There
arenow51 Americancitiesinwhichtheaverage
motoristisdelayedforleast20hoursayear.

London Traffic
Fatalities Down 21%
Newfiguresfiom Transportforl_ondon thecity's
transportagency,show thatthenumberofpeople
killedonLondon'sroadsfellby 21%lastyear.
Therewerealso939fewerseriousinjuries
comparedto2003,downto3953.
ThepositiveresulisledMayorKenLivingstone
toaskforanevenmorechallengingtargetofa
S0%reductionby 2010inthenumberofdeaths
andseriousinjuriesonthecity'sroads.
Ortherkeyfigures: Cyclistdeathsandinjuries
weredown23% thegovemmenttargetforre-
injuredwasreachedsix yearsaheadof schedule,
thenumberofcaroccupantskilledorseriousty
injuredwasdown24% andthenumberof motor-
isedtwo-wheelerriderskilledorseriously injured
wasdown22%.
ATranspartforLondonpressreleasethanks
measuressuchas20mph(30kmh)zones,
improvedroadlayoutandextrasafety cameras.

Fact-Finding Mission Reports
Problems with BP Pipeline

T}BpnposebdnrﬂﬁmmmstoGeugla
and Azetbaijanwastoinvestigateareasofenviron-
mentalandsocialconceminrelationtothe pipe-
lineproject.

TheGeorgianreportcontamnsleakeddocu-
mentsdetailingdisputesbetweenthe Georgian
govemment, British Petroleumandintemational
financial institutions regarding safety concems.

The Azerbaijan partpointsattheextentto
ofagreed standards, particularly thoserelating to
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Together,thetworepoitsreveal acatalogue
ofunresolvedproblemswiththe BTC projectsuch
. . . dressed

compensationcases.

Formoreonthe BTCpipeline seealso*“We
ArePartofTt;” ourinterview withfilmmaker
MartinMareoekonpage22.

Driven to Spend:
Trapped by the Automobile
Anewstudybythe Surface Transportation Policy
ProjectandtheCenterforNeighborhood Tech-
nologyshowsthatUS familiesarepayingahigh
pricetomeettheirtransportationneedsandfami-
liesinareas withfewertransportationchoices
canyevengreaterburdens.
HouseholdsandConmumitiesupdatesprior
organisations,butprovidesinformationforthe
firsttimeontheeffectof gaspricesonfamily
budgets. Theauthorsconclude thatUS families
needtofindaltemativestoexpensiveauto-
mobiletransport.
“Thebigsqueezeison,withwagesdown
andhousingand transportationcostsatrecord
levels. Transportationisoneareawherewecan
less,butitdependsontransportationofficials
makingwiseruseofflexiblefederal dollarsto
providelesscostly altemativestoautomobile
travel,’says Scott Bemstein, presidentofthe
CenterfarNeighbathood Technology .
Thefullreportisavailableonthe website
oftheSurface Transportation Policy Projectat
<www transactorg/library/reports_pdfs/
driven to_spend>.
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Getting People to Walk:

Changing Behaviour
ArecentarticleinAccess,themagazineofthe
UniversityofCalifomia TransporationCenter,
asks, “‘Whichcomesfirst: Theneighbourhoodor
thewalking?”
Inotherwords,whatencourages peopleto
leavetheircarsbehindandwalk insteadof

changingthebuiltenvironmentenoughtoget
peopleoutoftheircars?

Thearticlelooksatthedifficultiesof deter-
miningwhatfactorsplay aroleinpeople’sdeci-
sionsabouttheirmodeoftransport.

Themagazinebecomesavailableortline
sometimeafierpublicationat<www uctcnet/
access>. Theauthors” study canbefoundat
<www trb.org/downloads/si282papers/
S282Handy pdf>.

What Makes
Cities Child-Friendly?
‘Weallthinkweknow whatchildrenneedinorder
tobehappyandhealthy. Notsuprisingly cars
separatekids fromtheseneeds. Freshair,exer-
cise,asafeenvironmentinwhichtoplay—these
areimportantnotonly forhealthy childrenbut
alsoforhealthyneighborhoods.
ChildtardYouth-FriendlyLand-Usearcd
TiansportPlanning GuidelinesbyRichardGilbert
andCatherineO’Brien,looksattheimpactsof
curenttransportplanningonchildren. A good
resourceforanyonelookingformorereasonsnot
todrive. Read thereportat<www cstetd org/

advert

www.lenelyeléna.ceam
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Reviews

Crude: The Story of Oil
SoriaShah,Seven Stories Press,2004
ISBN: 1-58322-625-7
%] SoniaShah’sCrude
tellsthe ofthe
Crude oo
poweratatimein
hstorywhenAmer-
cancapitalistswere
particutarty well-
positionedtoextract
andsellitforgreat
profit Oiltranslated
intobigmoneyand
moneymakestheworldgo ‘round.
At175pages,Crudeisathinbook,but
densewithcompellingfacts, statistics,
explanationsoftechnology quotesandengaging
storiesthatgivesomehelpful contextforsuch
newsthatExxonMobil’sretumsoninvestments
overthelast30years wereover threetimes
thoseofothertopUS companies.
chainsofcarbonatomstoshapenew products,
ExxonMobilandothersintheoilindustry have
usedstacksof* ‘carbondollars”’ toshape
govermmtpohcyuanspmanmpjbhoqmm

Reoaﬂy,ﬂiemﬂlnmooncaﬂthlmUS

globalwarmingpolicycametolight thanksto
thetenacity of Greenpeace.(Alongwith

TN OTCHET HF L
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descriptionsofthetreacherouslivesof workerson
floatingrigs, Crudeincludes grippingaccountsof
Greenpeaceactiviststryingtoshutdowntherigs
enoughtobelivingonlandaboveoildeposits.)
Convincingoilindustry-sponsoredpoliticians
(Harken: BushHalliburton: Cheney Chevion:
Rice)thatbuming oillmaynotbethecauseof
globalwarmingwas probably notthatdifficult.
Toconvicetherestofthe US public,
upwithaltemative theoriesforthecauseofthe
warming (thesunhasjustgotbrighter),which
werethentreated by the US mediawiththesame
levelof seriousnessastheoverwhelmingty
acceptedone, leavingthepublicwiththesense
that"‘thescientistsreally don’tknow.”
Inthetransportationindustry Jongbefore
there wassciencetodismantle there were
competingmeansof gettingabout—meansthat
didn’tneedmuchoil—tosquash.
Atthebeginningofthe20thcentury after
kerosenesales(onwhichJohnD . Rockefeller’s
Standard Oilmadeitsinitial fortunes)had
droppedwiththeriseofelectricity therecently
disooveredoilin Texasneededanewmarket.
Cars,whichneedthreetimesmoreenergy
bicyclestotransportpeopleagivendistance,
wereexpensiveandnotimmediately popularwith
thepublic. They becamethenatural belovedsof

Thedismantlingofthestreetcarsystembya
Firestoneandotherrubbercompanieswas
probably themostobviousstrong-anming (but
punishedwithonlyasmallfine). Theyconvinced
nvestorstoabandonprojectsalready started, like
bicyclepathslinkingPasadenatol_os Angeles.

Later,the National Interstate and Defense
Highway System ActputUS$26billionintothe
layingofasphaltforcarsandtrucks,pavingthe
wayforacar-dependentsociety .

TheUSinvasionofTraqnotonly highlights
thisdependency ,butperpetuatesitaswell.
Accordingtoastory intheMay Adantic Morithly,
USsoldiersonthe groundareeachbumingabout
ninegallonsof gasolineaday (threetimes what
eventheaverage US citizenuses)and,along
withIragicivilians, facethedaily threatofbombs
hiddenincars. Attheheightofbombingby the
USmilitary hundredsofairbomeoiltankers
refueledthebombers, pumpinghundredsof
gallonsaminutewhilehoveringmid-air.

Itisaratherextreme versionof 7The Scherme
JorFull Employment he 2003novelby Magnus
Millsinwhichdeliverydriversspendalltheirtime
deliveringpartstokeeptheirvansgoing.

Butthiscan’tgoonforever.

Shah’sconcludingchapterquotesamodem
Saudi Arabianproverb:* My fatherrodeacamel, I
driveacar,my sonridesinajetairplane. Hisson
willrideacamel.”

- Bridget Brown

Music Review
VelobyBulBul,PBE PatiandBikeFisermble

=== =

aqulenoadls

Soit’snosurprisethatpeopleondifferentsides
OregonUSA'sPatiandBikeEnsemble(PBE)and
Austria’sBul Bul(akaManfredEngelmayr)both

—althoughtheirapproachesandresultsare very
different PBEplaysfieeimprovisedmusicon
actualbicyclesforliveaudiences.BulBulculls
andeditsbicyclesoundstoproducepolished
technobeats.

PBE’smethodsarebothstraightforward yet
ingenious.Bicyclesarestoodupsidedown, wired
foramplificationthroughvariousmicrophones,
andplayedwithabeguilingandsurprisingarray
ofinventivetechniques.Spokesarepluckedlike
thestringsof aharp,spinning wheelsare touched
withmicrophonestoproducectherealotherworldly
tones,andpedalsaretumed withmetronomic
regularity. Theresultisanambientsoundscape
Justthissideofcacaphony,amechanical jungle
inhabitedbycuriousandexpressivemachines
callingtooneanotherinanorganiclanguage. The
musicevokesaplacewhilethe gradual shiftsin
tempoandintensity calltomind thechanging
thythmsofajoumeyoveruneventerrain.

BulBul'sapproachismoreinthestyleof
classicnusiqueconcrete, wheresoundsfrom
one’ssunoundingsarerecorded andlater
reprocessedinthestudio. PioneeredinParisin
1948by Pierre Schaefferwhosplicedtogether
audiocassettecuttingsto* ‘sculptsound, nassigue
concretehasundergonearenaissanceinrecent
yearsasmeansofrecordingandreassembling
soundhave gonedigital. Bul Bulrecords,edits,
andloopssoundsrecorded fiomvariousambient

sources.On Velo histhird CD allthe source
soundscomefiombicycles. Thebeatsareheavy
andwouldfitinnicely atatechnorave.One
coulddancethroughthe CD’s20minutesof
musicwithoutidentifyingthemusic’sunusual
source butwiththemini-CD’scleverwrapper;the
soundsareinstantty recognisable.
Bothrecordsarenoteworthy forthecareand
attentiongiventotheirpackaging The Portland
BikeEnsemble’sself-titled2003 releaseisa 12-
inchvinyll Pofwhichonly S00weremade. The
coverishand-paintedinabstractwashesof vivid
colorvisuallyechoingtherecording’shypnotic
layerings Bul Bul's Veloisacute 3inchCD
(playableonstandarddiscplayers)inasmall
green, white andorangecardboardsleevemade
toresembleabicyclepatchkit. Only 555 copies
of Veloweremade.Eitherrecordwillbeof interest
toloversofbicyclesandexperimentalmusic.

-Rob Zverina

ToorderBul Bul ’sCD(EURQ) visitTrostRecords
arvwwwirrostat. PBE sviryl(US$10)onOlde
EnglishSpelling Beeisartwww cosmicjoke com/
PorticrdBikeEnsernble hirmil.
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Resources

Nonfiction

Asphalt Nation

How the Automobile Took Over America
and How We Can Take It Back

Jane Holtz Kay, 1998, 440 pages

EUR 23,£16,US$23, AU$40, or CZK 670

Asphalt Nation is a powerful examina-
tion of how the car has ravaged Ameri-
ca’s cities and landscape over the past
100 years, together with a compelling
strategy for reversing our dependency.
Demonstrating that there are econom-

| ic, political, architectural, and personal
solutions, Kay shows that radical

J change is possible.

ASPHALT
NATION
L]

Carfree Cities

J.H. Crawford, 2000, 324 pages

hardcover: EUR 40, £28, US$40, AU$68, or CZK 1180
paperback: EUR 30, £21, US$30, AU$52, or CZK 885
An unapologetic argument for carfree
cities combined with a detailed and
well thought-out plan, Carfree Cities
outlines a city structure carefully
designed to minimise environmental
impact and maximise quality of life.
It gives practical suggestions for
implementing Crawford’s carfree design in new and
existing cities.

Car Busters Graphics Book

Car Busters, 1999, 44 pages

EUR 5,£3.50, US$5, AU$9, CZK 125

Our graphics book brings together all
the best graphics on file at Car Busters
from the artists you see in the maga-
zine. Includes information on how to
produce attractive posters and leaflets.
The graphics can be reproduced freely
(for non-profit purposes) by activist
groups for their leaflets, posters, news-
letters, etc.

‘Bt Ty
[~ B

Critical Mass

Bicycling’s Defiant Celebration

Chris Carlsson, editor, 2002, 256 pages

EUR 23,£16,US$23, AU$40, or CZK 670

1 A pushy and irreverent collection of
inkworthy social critique and opti-
mistic celebration. Four dozen con-
tributors document, define and drive
| home the beauty of a quiet ride with
a thousand friends, the anarchy of
grassroots inspiration, the melodrama

Y ‘l.-:..h_ 1| of media coverage and the fight for

e the survival of our cities.

Cutting Your Car Use
Save Money, Be Healthy, Be Green!
Anna Semlyen, 2000, 160 pages
EUR 10, £7,US$10,AU$18, or CZK 250
ﬂ' Britain’s first ever personal traffic reduc-
E.'_._.J:u._. tion guide. Packed with easy-to-follow,
l.'h.lTI-lE-"ﬂ-\.- best practice advice. For anyone who
Cur Linm . .

wants to cut their car use, or give up the
—-IC car completely.
New updated edition.

Divorce Your Car

Ending the Love Affair With the Automobile
Katie Alvord, 2000, 320 pages

EUR 20, £14,US$20, AU$35, or CZK 500

Earth First! Direct Action Manual
DAM Collective, 1998, 152 pages

EUR 6, £4,US$6,AU$10, or CZK 150
Comprehensive guide to direct action tactics.

@ CarBusters'24 | July-Sept.2005

Ecocity Berkeley

Rivchard Register, 1987, 140 pages

EUR 20, £14,US$20, AU$35, or CZK 500

Richard Register describes his vision of depaving cities.

I 13 | The End of the Road
Wolfgang Zuckermann, 1991, 300
pages

1L LD

EUR 10, £7,US$10,AU$18, or CZK

ey

= Lo There are half a billion cars on the
o planet, and this book takes a long,
hard look at the contrast between the
image and the reality of this fact.
Zuckermann offers 33 “ways out” of our car dependence,
including pedestrianisation, alternative transport modes,
restructuring public transport and re-arranging our lives.

For Love of the Automobile
Looking Back Into the History of Our Desires
Wolfgang Sachs, 1992, 227 pages, hardcover
EUR 40, £28, US$40, AU$68, or CZK 1,180

The Geography of Nowhere
James Howard Kunstler, 1994, 304 pages
EUR 17,£12,US$17,AU$29, or CZK 500

Home from Nowhere
Remaking Our Everyday World for the 21 Century
James Howard Kunstler, 1998, 320 pages
EUR 17,£12,US$17,AU$29, or CZK 500
3 Kunstler offers a way back from the
“tragic sprawlscape of cartoon archi-
S8 MIWEERE | tecture, junked cities, and ravaged
countryside” that he described in his
ﬂ book The Geography of Nowhere.
e = === | Kunstler calls for the restoration of
(% traditional architecture, sensible urban
| design principles, and the development
of public spaces that meet people’s
need to interact with one another.

HUME 5=

Life Between Buildings

Jan Gehl, 2001, 202 pages, fourth English edition

EUR 20, £14, US$20, AU$35, or CZK 500

A classic is republished and revised.
First published in 1971, this book is
still the best source for understanding
how people use urban public spaces.
A standard textbook in many archi-
tecture and planning schools around
the world, this book continues to be
the undisputed introduction to the
interplay between public space design

and social life.

New City Spaces

Jan Gehl and Lars Gemzgpe, 2001, 263 pages

hardcover: EUR 55, £38, US$55, AU$95, or CZK 1,620
Through colour photos, descriptive text and diagrams, this
informative book highlights 39 public spaces around the
world that have been won back from traffic.

Carfree Cities
in paperback

EUR 30/ US$30/ £21
shipping included

Street Reclaiming

Creating Livable Streets and Vibrant Communities
David Engwicht, 1999, 207 pages

EUR 23, £16, US$23, AU$40, or CZK 670

z Street Reclaiming not only cele-
brates the potential of our streets
to become vibrant centres of cul-
ture and community, but shows
you how to make it happen. For
residents it includes a simple six-
week programme to reduce traffic
by 30 percent. For city officials,
it shows how reducing citywide
traffic is as simple as reducing rubbish.

Wise Fool Basics
K. Ruby, Wise Fool, 1999, 96 pages
EUR 13,£9,US$13, AU$22 or CZK 375

Fiction/Kids

The Age of the Bicycle
Miriam Webster, 1998, 270 pages
EUR 10, £7,US$10,AU$18, or CZK 250

Alice in Underland
Wolfgang Zuckermann, 1999
EUR 10, £7,US$10,AU$18, or CZK 250

Family Mouse Behind the Wheel
Wolfgang Zuckermann, 1992, 30 pages

hardcover: EUR 10, £7,US$10,AU$18, or CZK 250
This colourful illustrated book
teaches children the problems of car
culture through the eyes of a family
of anthropomorphised forest mice,
who decide to buy a car, build a road
into their previously intact forest and,
eventually, create an urban hell. An
eye-opener complete with the obli-
gatory moral message.

The Little Driver
Martin Wagner, 2003, 56 pages
EUR 10, £7,US$10,AU$18, or CZK 250

“Freesources”

A growing selection of free texts available in several
languages and file formats from <www.worldcarfree.net/
resources/free.php>:

* Energy and Equity by Ivan Illich

* Hypermobility by John Adams

® The Automobile and Décroissance by Denis Cheynet
 Time Pollution by John Whitelegg

® Depaving the World by Richard Register

* Road Raging: Top Tips for Wrecking Roadbuilding

* Motorism by Daniel James

Lywn 1097 Timisagra 2000 - Prawee 2003 Berlln 2004 - fuapen| 2000

Towards o
Cariree Cilies
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Among our new line of Car Busters postcards, the above designs expand our range of
consumer products for the entire family! An assortment of ten postcards costs EUR 5/ US$5 / £3.50.



Not finding what you’re looking for?

Our members/subscribers get a 10% discount at <www.det

ti com>

Bl
public

on over 130 books and other resources on transportation and urban ecology.

Videos, Etc.

Autoschreck / Car-Fright
1994, English or German, PAL only
EUR 20, £12.50, US$20 or CZK 600
The car is taking over the city. Michael
Hartmann refuses to bow to them, walks

o == | straight over the cars illegally parked on
_ the pavement (sidewalk). A documentary

about a man discharged from a mental

hospital for being perfectly normal. He was just giving
cars a taste of their own medicine.

b

We Are Traffic!

1999, 50 min., PAL or NTSC format

EUR 25, £17.50, US$25, or CZK 735

A chronicle of the Critical Mass bicycle
| movement, now a monthly ritual in over
100 different cities in 14 different coun-
| tries, starting in San Francisco in 1992.
We Are Traffic tracks this leaderless,

| grassroots movement, which has brought
together complete strangers in an exuber-
ant, commercial-free public event.

Return of the Scorcher
1992, 30 min., PAL or NTSC format
EUR 25, £17.50, US$25, or CZK 735

#9 Before automobiles ruled the roads,
el cyclists were referred to as "Scorchers"
because of their blazing speed. A century
later, Return of the Scorcher discovers an
inspiring bicycle renaissance. Filled with
inspiring scenes of bike use around the
world. The video that gave us the term
"Critical Mass".

MATE Booklet and Map

(Map of Activities on Transport in Europe), A SEED
Europe, 2000

EUR 7,£4,US$7,AU$12, CZK 200

A comprehensive guide to European transport, including
an overview of TENs and TINA projects.

Car Busters Press

Bulk Discount: Ten or more CARtoons and/or Roadkill
Bill books, any combination, for half price.

CARtoons

Andy Singer, 2001, 100 pages, optional CD-ROM
contains high-resolution TIF images of all graphics
Book: EUR 10, £7,US$10, AU$18, or CZK 150
CD-ROM: EUR 4, £2.50, US$4, AU$8, or CZK 80

A personal and provocative look at
our relationship with the car, from
Ford’s first assembly lines to to-
day’s “drive-through” society.
Features seven pithy chapter texts
and a compilation of hard-hitting
quotations, plus 90 of Singer’s
infamous graphics (available for
free nonprofit reuse).

Roadkill Bill

Ken Avidor, 2001, 108 pages

EUR 10,£7,US$10,AU$18, or CZK 150

It’s the comic strip that looks at
cars, technology and philosophy
from the viewpoint of a frequently
squashed rodent. In Roadkill Bill,
the wonderful, provocative, amus-
ing and sometimes gruesome car-
toons are collected together for the
first time. Avidor gives voice to
the suffering soul of humanity that
feels bulldozed and paved over by
industrial technology run amok.

Stickers

“One Less Car” Bike Stickers

Ten stickers:

EUR 2,£1.40,US$2,AU$3.50, or CZK 50

Available in Chinese, Czech, Dutch, English, Estonian,
Finnish, French, German, Hungarian, Irish, Italian,
Lithuanian, Norwegian/Swedish/Danish, Polish,
Portuguese, Romanian, Russian, Serbo-Croatian, Slovak,

Spanish and Welsh. Sized for bike frames, water-resistant.

“Cancer Warning” Stickers
15 stickers: EUR 3, £2, US$3, AUS$5, or CZK 80

TTSENT' ”
QU py * Ce vg,
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/

- | WARNING: this vehicle emits carbon dioxide,
carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, sulphur dioxide,
hydrocarbons, benzene, methane, aldehydes and VOCs.
Causes respiratory disease, cancer, death and ecocide.
ESPECIALLY HARMFUL TO OTHER SPECIES AND CHILDREN.

Big hard-to-remove stickers for cars.
Auvailable in French, German, English, Spanish, Serbo-
Croatian and Czech.

Stop-Sign Improvement
One: EUR 0.75, £0.50, US$0.75, AU$1.50 or CZK 25
Ten: EUR 6, £4, US$6, AU$11 or CZK 180

START: WALKING! BIKING! USING PUBLIC TRANSPORT!

Forty-six centimetres long. Bright red. These big glossy
vinyl stickers are just the right size to go under the word
"STOP" on stop signs.

T-Shirts

EUR 10, £6.50, US$10, AU$20 or CZK 300

Towards
Carfrea
Cithes

[front] [back]

Front: World Carfree Network. Back: Towards Carfree
Cities. Specify colour (yellow, orange, red, forest green,
or beige) and size (XS, S, M, L or XL).

New styles! “Carfree” available in black, red and light blue;
“Parasites” (graphic by Andy Singer) in red and black;
Sizes: for boys: S, M, L, XL; for girls: S, M, L

Payment Instructions

Mail-Order Resources

Shipping (surface rate outside Europe) is included in all prices.
We accept US, British, French and Australian cheques. Credit
card payments can be made at <www.worldcarfree.net>.

We also accept international postal money orders (in CZK or
USD), and even cash in the currencies below (at your own risk,
but seems OK).

Payments: Car Busters, Krdtkd 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Rep.

Should you prefer to pay by bank transfer, please contact us.

Magazine Subscriptions

Coumy|  [dlssues |
Australia 20 Dollars 32.50 Dollars
Czech Rep. 160 Korun 260 Korun
Eurozone 16 Euro 26 Euro
UK 10 Pounds 16 Pounds
Us 16 Dollars 26 Dollars

Memberships

Member: EUR 30, £20, US$30, AU$50, CZK 600
Supporter: EUR 50, £35, US$50, AU$80, CZK 1000
Saviour: EUR 100, £70, US$100, AU$160, CZK 2000

Membership benefits/premiums are described on the next page.

The prices above are calculated for “Over-Developed World”
residents, in each of the currencies that we accept. Single copies
cost EUR/US$4 or equivalent. Eastern Europeans and “Global
South” residents wanting magazine subscriptions or single copies
can pay 1/3 the Western rate.

Distribution Orders (5 or more copies): EUR/US$2.60 each or
equivalent (you sell at EUR/US$4 and keep the difference).

In Eastern Europe and the “Global South,” you buy at EUR/US$1
and sell at EUR/US$1.50. This is beginning to sound like the stock
market...

In a Hurry?

Order from worldcarfree.net/resources.

Car Busters
Back Issues

Have an incomplete collection?
Looking for a perfect gift? Don't know
how to best invest your money for long-
term growth? Well, look no further! Get
any back issue of Car Busters for a mere
EUR 2/US$2/£1.40. Or get a complete set
(20 issues so far) for EUR 20/ US$20/£14
(Western Rate) or EUR 10/ US$10 (Eastern Rate).
Or order an assortment of 100 magazines for

EUR 100/ US$100 / £70.

Shipping included
inalllistedprices.

Prices for new shirts not available at press time.
Check our website for details.
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WORLD CARFREENETWORK WORKS TO THE GLOBAL
TS PROJECTS AND PUBLICATIONS PEOPLE
AROUND THE WORLD CAR CULTURE AND PROMOTING
ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF LIFE. WE AIMTO AND
AMONG ACTIVISTS AND CAMPAIGNERS,REACHOUTTO THE

PUBLIC, NEW ACTIVISTS AND

*INTERNATIONAL QUARTERLY MAGAZINE * WORLD CARFREE DAY COORDINATION * ECOTOPIA BIKETOUR 2005
* PRINT AND ON-LINE RESOURCE CENTRE *MONTHLY E-MAILNEWS BULLETIN * INDEPENDENT BOOK PUBLISHING
* ANNUAL CONFERENCES * WORLDWIDE CONTACT DIRECTORY * AUTOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
rFr——— - —_—
: SUPPORTWORLDCARFREENETWORK!
| And get a subscription to Car Busters magazine plus a free book!
| o Member - US$30/EUR30/£20* o USS$16/EURI6* - Subscription Only: 4 Issues
includes a one-year magazine subscription, an assortment of bik ..
| :‘llt.lt\el”: alld()mele‘fxfrlirlise ;i):ks:uKeLnnAl\"yidur's Ra:z]k:';czﬂz Anld)c' o US$26/EUR26* - SUbSCHPUOH Ol’llyi 8 Issues
| Singer’s CARtoons, or Martin Wagner’s The Little Driver. (circle one) o - Donator (ECOT‘IOmiC Libeny Rate)
| o Supporter - US$50/EURS0/£35* o I'menclosing for the following books or
includes a one-year magazine subscription and two of these books: resources:
| CARtoons, Roadkill Bill, or The Little Driver. (circle two) '
| o S&Iwiour - US$100HEUR100/%70* o I 'want to receive your monthly e-mail bulletin, so
includes a two-year magazine subscription, a copy of Carfree Cities 5 . . .
| by JH Crawford, and one of these books: CARtoons, Roadkill Bill, or here’s my e-mail address (written Clearly)'
| The Little Driver. (circle one)
| Name:
: Address:
| Signature: Date:
| * or the equivalent in AUD or CND. Cheques: We accept US, French, British and Australian cheques made out to
| Car Busters. Credit card payments: www.worldcarfree.net/resources. Other payment options are listed on p. 29.
L e e o

i World Carfree Network, Krdtkd 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic - e-mail: info@worldcarfree.net - website: www.worldcarfree.net




Announcements E&

Bike Zine Available
WardCafieeNetworkmemberGoBy Bicydeis
offeringreprintsofthe Go By Bicyclezine avail-
ableforUS$5 forall threeissuesor$3 forjust
oneissue(intemational orderspleaseadd $1).
Moreinformationandtocheckoutthezines:
<www gobybicycle.conmygoodstufthinT>.

Childstreet2005

August 24-26, Delft
Makingstreetsattractiveplacesforchildrenwillbe
thetopicofthe* Childstreet2005” conference,
takingplace August24-26inDelft Netherlands.
Theconferencewilllookatstreetdesign,
publicspace,andhowtomakestreetssafefor
playing;walkingandcycling Interactiveworkshops
willproduceconcepisforchildHiendly solu-tions
usinglocal casestudies.
Amaximumnumberof 80 personscanparti-
cipateinthisconference. Therearestillafew
placesleft <wwwrbannl/childstreet2005>.

Walk21 Conference
Sept. 21-24, Zurich
Thisyearstopicis  Everyday WalkingCulture.”
Theconferencewillfocusontheplannedimple-
mentationof walkingintodaily lifeby technical,
Theconferenceaimstoincreaserecognition
—intheeyesof publicrepresentatives,experts
andpolicy-makers—ofthepositivecontribution
Morenformationat<wwwwalk21 c>.

Youth Environment Work-
shop, Hungary, Sept. 19-24
TheHungarianGreenBridee Foundationisorga-
nisinganintemational programmeinthefieldof
participantsfromalloverBurope. Thisisagood
opportunity foryouthconcemedwithenviron-

mentaleducationandprotectiontoexchange
ideasandexperiences.

Participants (about20)shouldbeyouth
andprotectionintheirlocalcommunities. The
nnd]ng]angua.gms]?ng.hsh

On-line Blog Against
“Big Box” Development

AneworHineweblogtracksrecentdevelopments
intheshoppingphenomenonknownas' bigbox
retail BigCitiesBigBoxescomwasfoundedin
responsetoplansby IKEA tobuildalarge storein
New Yok Muchofthewebsite’scontentisabout
thelocal struggletostopthe store’sconstruction,
aroundtheworld.
Thelargemega-warchouseshoppingentres
knowas" BigBoxes” (IKEA, Walmart etc.)are
oftencriticisedforbeingcar-orientedandfor
leadingtothedemise of thekindof mainstreet
shoppingdistrictsthatmakecities pleasantplaces
tolive (and walk)in.
‘Weottenoverlookdevelopmentissuesin
thesepages,solettingourreadersknowof this
websiteisourwayofintroducingthistopic.

Velo Mondial:

March 2006, Cape Town
Transportissuesinbothrural andurbanareas,
incorporatingthebicycleintotransportplanning;
waysinwhichbicycleselatedinitiativescanim-
provelivesincommunitiesaroundthe world—
thesewillbesomeofthetopicsof VeloMondial
2006 takingplaceinCape Town,South Affica,
March5-10. Thethemeoftheconferenceis
“TowardsProsperity

Immediately followingtheconference Cape
Townwillbehostingmorethan35000bicyclists
fortheCape ArgusPick ‘nPayCycle Tour;the

world’slargesttimedcyclingevent.Sostaya
litelongerifyouwanttoexperiencethisunique
event<www velomondial2006.cont>.

Car Busters Goes Hungarian

Tlmearealsohpsmbﬂmgand(ofocmse)
AndySinger’sgreatcartoons.

Hungary certainly couldusesomecaralter-
natives,withcarusehavingincreaseddramati-
callysinoe 1989.

Ontheotherhand,Budapest’sCritical Mass
bikeridehasthousandsofparticipants (the April
22ridehad 10000).

TheHungarian YoungGreenscanbefoundat
<wwwzofihee.

A

Changes in our Website
Bythetimethismagazine goestoprint,we
will(hopefully)becompletingsomechangesto
‘Waddcarfreenet.
Themainchangeisthere-christeningof
ourorHineContactDirectory of carfieeorcar-
altemativegroupsasthe* CarfreeGreen
Pages”andgivingthe pagesanewdesign.
TheCarfiee GreenPagescanbefoundat

nowmorethan S00organisations, institutions,
businesses,and webpagesinthedatabase.
Visitorstothismagazine’ s websitewillknow
thatCarbusters orghaslongcontainedsummaries
inforeignlanguages. Wehavebegunasimilar
processfor Worldcarfiee net, sothatforeign visi-
torswhose Englishisnotsogoodcanatleastget
anideaof whatweareall about. Wealready
haveSpanish German RussianandHench
versionsandarelooking forvolunteertranslators
forotherlanguages. Please contactusat
<web@wotldcarfree net>ifyouareinterested.

Car Busters Call
for Submissions
Inthenextissueofthemagazine, wewilllook
atcarfreeislands.IeonardCohenlivedonand
wioteaboutHydra,inGreece andmany other
islandsarebothparadises,aswellassimply
placeswherepeopleliveordinary lives, likeon
the Torontoislands.
Tfyouwouldliketowriteaboutaparticular
islandsomewhereintheworld, sendusa
proposalby Sept. 15 ateditors@carbusters org.
Ofoourse wealsowelcomesubmissions
onallissuesrelatedtoouron-gongmission.
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