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Bruce Gilden 
 

American, b.1946 

Bruce Gilden was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. and attended Penn State University where he 
became bored studying sociology. In 1968, after seeing the Antonioni film Blow Up, he 
bought his first camera. Though he took some night classes at the School of Visual Arts 
in New York he is basically self-taught in photography. 

When he was a child Gilden spent hours gazing through his bedroom window studying 
the activity on the street below. His fascination for street life continued and led him to his 
first long-term personal projects photographing in Coney Island and then to the Mardi 
Gras in New Orleans. 

Gilden, who has done extended projects on New York, Haiti, France, Ireland, India and 
Japan, started exhibiting as early as 1971 and has since shown his work widely in 
museums and galleries all over the world. The strong dynamic forms and graphic quality 
of his images and his in-the-face theatrical style distinguish Gilden¹s original vision. 

Gilden has received numerous grants and awards for his work including three National 
Endowments for the Arts fellowships (1980, 1984 and 1992), a Villa Medicis Hors les 
Murs (1995), New York State Foundation for the Arts Grant (1979, 1992 and 2000), the 
European Award for Photography (1996) and a Japan Foundation Fellowship (1999). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Awards 

2000, 1992, 1979       New York Foundation for the Arts (Artist’s Fellowship), New York, USA  
1999                         The Japan Foundation Artist’s Fellowship 
1996                         European Publishers’ Award for Photography 
1995                         Villa Medicis Hors les Murs Artist’s Fellowship 
1992, 1984, 1980       National Endowment for the Arts Photographer’s Fellowship  
 
Selected Group Exhibitions 
 
2007 (April)       l’image d’Aprés, Cinémathèque Française, Paris, France  (catalogue)  
 
Selected Solo Exhibitions 
 
2006         Siverstein Photography, New York, USA 
2006         Sala Municipal de Exposiciones San Benito, Valladolid, Spain 
2003         Carla Sozzani Gallery, Milan, Italy 
2002         Fotografisk Centrum, Copenhagen, Denmark 
1997         Royal Photographic Society, Bath, UK 
1993         Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne, Switzerland 
1992         Chrysler Museum of Art, Norfolk, Virginia, USA 
 
Selected Collections 
 
Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, Tokyo, Japan 
Museum of Modern Art, New York 
The Royal Photographic Society, Bath, England 
Victoria  & Albert Museum, London, England 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia, Penn. 
Galerie du Chateau d’Eau, Toulouse, France 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas 
Paris Audiovisuel, France 
Museet for fotokunst, Odense, Denmark 
Moderna Museet, Stockholm, Sweden 
Photographic Museum of Finland, Helsinki, Finland 
Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne, Switzerland 
The Chrysler Museum, Norfolk, Virginia 
Fonds National d’Art Contemporain, Paris, France 
The Dreyfus Corporation, New York 
Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, New York 
National Gallery of Canada 
Fogg Art Museum, Cambridge, Mass. 
Wilson Centre for Photography, London, England 
 
Books 
 
2006        Fashion Magazine, Magnum Photos, France 
2005        A Beautiful Catastrophe, Powerhouse, USA 
2002        Coney Island, Trebruk, UK 
2000        Go, Trebruk-Magnum, USA 
1999        After the Off, Dewi Lewis Publishing, UK 
1999        Ciganos, Centro Portuguès de Fotografia, Lisbon, Portugal 
1996        Haiti, Dewi Lewis Publishing and Editions Marval, UK & France 
1994        Bleus, Cahier#13, Mission Photographique Transmanche,  
               CRP Nord Pas-de-Calais, France 
1992        Facing New York, Cornerhouse Publications, UK 
1990        The Small Haiti Portfolio (Limited Edition), Helsinki, Finland 
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Bruce Gilden 

 
April 27 – June 3, 2006 

Opening: Thursday, April 27, 6 - 8pm 
 
Bruce Gilden (b. 1946) will have an exhibition of photographs at Silverstein Photography. In 
this visceral series from the book GO (Browns London), and shot on the streets of Tokyo and 
Osaka, Bruce Gilden captures strange and rarely caught segments of Japanese subculture 
and underworld. 
 
Typical of his work, Gilden elicits an ‘in your face’ confrontation between the camera and the 
subject, who is often fully aware that he/she is the focus of the lens. Accentuated by the use 
of flash, this combination creates a spontaneously charged yet intimate atmosphere.  
 
In Gilden’s hands, the top hierarchies of the Yakuza, Japanese mafiosi, are portrayed as old 
world gentlemen with the palpable touch of both glamour and danger. The underlings, 
obsequious servants willing to do anything on demand, are the victims of Yakuza-style 
justice. 
 
A leading street photographer with a cinematic style, the Brooklyn, New York raised Gilden 
has received many awards and grants for his work, including the “National Endowments for 
the Arts fellowships” (1980, 1984 and 1992), the French “Villa Medicis Hors les Murs” (1995), 
the grant from the New York State Foundation for the Arts (1979, 1992 and 2000), the 
European Award for Photography (1996) and the Japan Foundation Fellowship (1999). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


