STATE CAZPiIBTOL ASSEMBLY DISTRICT OFFICE

Room # 51 41391 Kalmia Street, Suite 220
Sacramento, CA 95814 CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE Murrieta. CA 82562

(916) 319-2066 (951)894-1232

(916) 319-2166 (951)894-5053 FAX

KEVIN JEFFRIES
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, SIXTY-SIXTH DISTRICT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Jeff Greene 951-894-1232
March 20, 2012 CrédglLuz 916-319-2166

Assemblyman Jeffries Withdraws L ake M athews Access Bill
AB 1686 would have allowed limited fishing, hiking and biking, but pre-existing, multi-jurisdictional legal
settlements forbid all human access

RIVERSIDE: Citing binding and troubling legal settlemeritattforbid all public contact and use of
Lake Mathews and the surrounding public lands, Addgman Kevin Jeffries (R-Lake Elsinore)
announced today that he must withdraw his Lake BlaghAccess Bill, AB 1686 in order to avoid
expensive lawsuits by those who do not want théiptdobe able to access publicly owned lands.

“I have driven by Lake Mathews for years, lookindhe barbed wire fence and ‘no trespassing’ signs,
and wished that there were a way to allow fishertimeited public access to the Lake,” said
Assemblyman Jeffries. “City of Riverside Mayor Rlooveridge is another person who felt passionately
about allowing limited and controlled public acces$shermen, day hikers and others had all holpad t
there was a way to protect the critical habitahimarea, safeguard our water supply, and yetdtlv
limited public access to Lake Mathews without dising those who live in the vicinity, but in thedgn

we discovered that while we may have been abledoraplish those goals with a carefully crafted plan
there are questionable legal settlements that beee made in the past that prevent any access
whatsoever to the public.”

Specifically citing a legally binding agreement2@02 between Metropolitan Water District (MWD)
(owners of the Lake and surrounding property), fGalia Department of Fish and Game, US Fish and
Wildlife Service, Riverside County Habitat Consdiva Agency, and the Audubon Society, Jeffries said
that even if he could further amend the bill tootes the remaining concerns of some neighbors,ipgss
the bill would only lead to re-opening costly lawsuhat would have to be paid for by the taxpayesrd
ratepayers of Riverside County and the State afdZaia.

“I think the settlement agreement that closed thkeland surrounding property was a bad deal for
residents of Riverside County, but our consultéetgeve it is bulletproof. Unfortunately, even a
compromise that could have left the Lake protedbeti ppened the 5,000 acres surrounding the Lake to
low impact hiking is prohibited under this agreemenhis is what happens when you have an agreement
between four agencies and organizations that areesking a balanced approach with our public lands
—people lose. Despite the progress we were ma&imdjthe overwhelming support we’ve gotten for the
bill from neighbors and local officials, | cannatgood conscience force the taxpayers of the Coamdty
the State to fork out unknown amounts of moneyng\b re-open a Lake that has been so successfully
sealed shut by the lawyers.”
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Assemblyman Kevin Jeffries represents Western Riverside County and Northern San Diego County, including the

communities of Jurupa, Riverside, Lake Elsinore, Wildomar, Murrieta, Temecula, Fallbrook, Bonsall, Valley Center, and
Julian.



