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SUMMARY 
The abandoned 193 I alignment of Arkansas 5 1 between Curtis and Gum Sprin~s is a two-lane concrete 
highway. It follows a straight alignment to the west of the current U.S. 67. The highway retains its original 
I 93 I concrete pavement throughout, although small portions have had an asphalt layer placed over them, and 
other portions have been patched. The highway retains its original roadway width. 

ELABORATION 
This abandoned section of 1931 aIignment of Arkansas 51 is approximately four miles long and begins 
approximately one-half mile south of the U.S. 67 and Curtis Cemetery Read intersection and proceeds 
northeast before ending at Arkansas 26 in Gum Springs. It is located just to the west of the currenr alignment 
of U.S. 67. 

The 193 I alignment of Arkansas 5 I has a width of 1 8 feet for two lanes of travel and no paved shoulders. 
(For comparison, the current American Association of State Highway and Transporeation Officials Green 
Book indicates that a lane ividth of 1 1 feet 9 inches is desirable.) Each section of pavement is 9 feet wide 
and 50 feet long, and is composed of a tan stone aggregate mixed in the concrete. 

mTEC;RITY 
Overall, the abandoned 193 1 alignment of Arkansas 5 1 between Curtis and GUM Springs has good integrity. 
The originaI 193 1 pavement remains thmu@~out the segment, and it retains its original dimensions. 
Additionally, the part of CIark County where the highway is located retains its rum1 setting, and the 
surroundings still reflect the period of signi ficance from 1 93 1 until 1954. 

The pavement of the highway towards the northeastern end is in sough shape and somewhat overgown. 
Even so, i t  is still drivable, and the entire 193 1 alignment possesses a strong sense of continuity. 

Although some small portions of the highway have had an asphalt layer placed over them at a Iater date and 
other portions have been patched, the vast majority of this work was completed prior to the opening of the 
current alignment of US. 67. As a result, many of the modifications are over fifZy years old and add to the 
historic character of the highway. 
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SUbXR!IARY 
Old Arkansas 51, Curtis to Gum Springs, is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with 
local significance under Criterion C for its engineering. Old Arkansas 5 1, Curtis to Gum Springs, is the 
longest and most intact portion of the I93 1 alignment of Arkansas 5 1 in Clark County. The Curtis to Gum 
Springs section oC Arkansas 5 1, which is approximately four miles long, still retains its original 1 93 1 
concrete pavement. "The highway section was the main automobile route in that part of Clark County from 
the time of its paving in 293 1 untit the current U.S. 67 was built adjacent to i t  in E 965. As a result, it is 
therefore eligible for nomination under Criterion A for its association with the development of kkansas  
highway culture. Old Arkansas 5 1, Curtis to Gum Springs, is  being submitted to the National Register of 
Historic Places under the multiple-property listing "Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture, 
191 0-1 965'' in conjunction with the historic context "Arkansas Highway History and Architecture, 191 0- 
1965." 

ELABOR4TION 
The mute of Arkansas 5 1 in Clark County, which i s  now a part of U.S. 67, was a natural colridor through 
Arkansas due to the state's geography, and its history goes back many centuries. Current U.S. 67 roughly 
divides Arkansas into two mangles wirh the Ozarks to the north~vest and the Delta with its associated 
swampland to the southeast. The ease of travel in this corridor was first taken advantage of by the Native 
Americans, who picked out a route that avoided the hills and swamps, and crossed the many rivers at their 
easiest farding locations." 

At the time of the huisiana Purchase in 1803, the Southwest Trail was developed along the route. It 
predated the Memphis to Little Rock Road of I 826, and was the earliest land route into Arkansas. The route 
entered into Arkansas at Hix's Ferry, a community northeast of Pocahontas in Randolph County, proceeded 

7 
through Little Rock and ended at the Red River in Fulton in Arkansas's southwest comer.- 

The development of the Southwest Trail through Arkansas opened up settlement in the areas along its route. 
Pioneers came into the state from the northeast bringing their cattle, wagon trains, and, occasionaIly, slaves 
with them. All along the route, the settlers selected tracts of bottomland, and made clearings in the 
wilderness. The importance of the Southwest Trail was also recognized by Andrew Jackson who signed an 
appropriations bilI in 183 1, which earmarked $1 5,000 for the improvement of the Trail, and also desigated 

Ellion West. 171e ICYA trtide to 1930s Arkansas. Lawrence, KS: Uni\lersity Press of Kansas, 1957 reprint of 194 1 publication 
p. 203. 
'Noel E. O m .  "Progess in Slow Lane onupgrade of U.S. 67." A 4  223 August 1999: A l .  
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it a "National ~ o a d . ' "  The importance of this military road was proven during the War with Mexico in the 
1840s." 

-4s the construction of railroad lines began in earnest in Arkansas after the Civil War, the mi lroad line also 
utilized the same approximate corridor that the military mad had used in Clark County. Historic milroad 
maps of the area show that a railroad line was in the planning stages in 1864 and 1872.' The railroad line, 
which would become the St. Louis, lron Mountain & Southern in 1574, was completed by 1573 .Vhe  arrival 
of the railroad further increased settlement in that part of Clark County, and the towns of Curtis and Gum 
Springs all c a m  into existence by 1895.' 

i n e n  the Arkansas State Highway System was formed in 1923, U.S. 67, of which this section of Arkansas 
5 1 would become a part, was one of the original highways included. It was also one of the first nine 
Arkansas highways to become part of the U.S. highway system two years later in 1925.' The creation of the 
State Highway Systan w& the most important aspect of the Harrelson Road Law of 1923, and it brought all 
construction and maintenance activities under the jurisdiction of the Highway ~ornrnission.~ 

However, the section of Arkansas 5 P beween Curtis and Gum Springs did not, become a part of U.S. 67 until 
the paving was finished in 1 93 1. Prior to 1 93 1, the mute of US, 67 went northwest through the town of 
Burke11 before &ng northeast at OkoEona proceeding on to ~ r k a d e 1 ~ h i a . l '  (The old route of US. 67 
through Okolona is now designated Arkansas 5 1 .) 

Rerouting US. 67 to proceed noflheast through Curtis and Gum Springs once the paving of Arkansas 5 1 was 
completed made sense since the route was more direct and shorter in distance. The work done on the Curtis 
to Gum Springs section of highway, (referred to as Section 1 of Arkansas 5 T by the State Highway 

3 Ray Hanley. A Journey 771rough Arkansns: Hirroric U.S. Highwa+v 67. Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishng, 1999, p. 7. 
' West. 203. 
'~ui lwoy  and count): Pnnp of the Southern States. Map. Cincinnati, E. Mendenhall, 1564, and .Maps showing A rhmas Central, 
the Hdena & Corinth, nnd the Pzne B l t r fb  Sorrrltwesfern Rarirmds togeiherfim~ing &he Term & lvbrrheastern Rai lwq Map. 
New Ynrk, G.W. & CC, B. Colton & Co., 1872. 
6 W. E. McLeod. "Old Roads in North Mkansas."' Lawsence Spring 1978. 
7 Cram 's Townslt ip and Roil Rood Mnp of A rknnsns. Map. Chlcago, George Franklin Cram, 1 895. 
a Oman, A1 . 

Arkansas Srate: Highway and Transportation Depamnent. Hisroricol Review: Arhmas Sme Highway Commission and 
Arkansas State Highway and Transpormrion Depnrrnzenr, 191 3- 1992. Little Rock: Arkansas State Highway and Transportation 
Department, 1992. p. 34, 
10 Arkansas State Highway Commission, ~Vinrh Biennia! Repotf qf the Arkonsus Stnfe Hightv~y Depadmenr. Russe1lvilFz, AR: 
Russellville Printing Company, E 930, p. 26. 
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Commission) was not only a state project. It was also hvo Federal Aid Projects (FAP). The initial grading 
and drainage structures on the read was F.4P $41-B, and the paving of the highway was FAP #265-~." 

The first contracts awarded for improvements of the highway went to the I. C. Neal & Company of 
Hermitase, Arkansas, and 0. M. Yew of Conway, Arkansas, for grading and drainage structures. Their 
proposals for the project were received July 1 8, 1929. For 6.035 miles of work (State Job $266, FAP ftl 1 -B 
Re.) J. C. Neal & Company submitted a bid of S37,483.27, and estimated that it would take I80 calendar 
days to finish the project. The final payment however, is unknorvn. For 8.667 miles of work (State Job 
#398, FPtP $41-B) 0. M. New submitted a bid of 549,198.22, and again estimated that it would take 180 
calendar days to finish the project. However, the final cost overran the proposal, and the final payment was 
$58,036~29." Unfortunately, it is unclear which contract coxrers the section of .a 5 1 between Curtis to Gun 
Springs. 

Once the proper infrastructure was in place, pavins of the highway began in 193 1 [FAP #265-B). The 
contract for the paving was awarded to the D. H. Dalton Company of ~irkadel~hia,' and given State Job 
#3 1 1 7. Their proposal, which was received on January 2 1, 193 1, proposed a cost of 393,533.93, for the 
8.803 mile section of highway, and an estimated completion time of 150 days. h addition, the State 
proposed to provide an estimated $69,439.96 worth of material for a Iota1 estimated cost of S E 62,973.89. 
The paving was finished late in 193 1, and again, the actual cost exceeded the initial estimates. The final 
payment to the D. H. Dalton Company was S94.315.3 1, although the State only furnished $63,940.90 worth 
of materials for a final actual cost s f 5 1  58,259.2 I . t3 

By December 3 1, 1932, the section of Plrkansas 5 1 between Gurdon and Arkadelphia, which includes the 
section of hishway being nominated between Curtis and Gum Springs, had been redesignated U.S. 67. In 
addition, the original route of U.S. 67. which went through Okolona, was redesignated Arkansas 5 1 , and 
remains so today.'" 

Once this section of Arkansas 5 1 was paved, it quickly became the main highway in that part of Clark 
County. The fact that this portion of Arkansas 5 1 was the main route between Little Rock and Texarkana 
meant that it  was also a highly traveled road for both automobile and truck traffic. The amount of traffic 
using U.S. 67 ultimately led to the construction of the current U.S. 67 immediately to the east ofthe 1931 
alignment in 1965. 

" Arkansas State Highway Cornmission pp. 188- 189 and Arkansas State Highway Commission. Tenth Biennial Reporr qf the 
Arkansas Stare Highw~t* Depamettt. Russellv~lle, AR: Russellville Printing Company, 1932, p. 78-79. 
" bid.  
I' Arkansas Stare Highway Commission (1 932), pp. 78-79. 
I4  Arkmas State Highway Commission (1 932), p. 7. 
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Today the majority of the 193 1 a l i m e n t  is abandoned and unused, but clearly visible immediately to the 
west of the current U.S. 67. It is also stiII possible to drive almost the entire length o f  this segment of the 
193 1 alignment. Remarkably, all of the alignment retains the original 1 93 1 concrete pavement, although 
some sections have had an asphalt layer placed over them at n later date, md other portions have been 
patched. However, it occurred prior to the ali,ment's abandonment, and retained the width of the original 
conmete pavement. 

U.S. 67 is currently one of the main highways between Little Rock and Texarkana, and has been for many 
years. Due to the mount of traffic that uses the highway, much of the road has been upgraded to current 
highway standards. Early sections of the highway are rare, especially ones that are still drivable. -4s a result. 
the 193 P alignment of the highway from Curtis to Gum Springs remains an extremely intact example of early 
highway design and construction, and a tangible reminder of early highway travel in Clark Counry. 

STATEFIENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Old Arkansas 51, Curtis to Gum Springs, is being nominated t~ the k'ational Register of Historic Places with 
local significance under Criterion C for its engineerins. Old Arkansas 5 1, Curtis to Gum Springs, is the 
longest and most intact pomon of the 193 1 alignment of Arkansas 5 I in Clark County. The Curtis to Gum 
Spricgs section of Arkansas 5 1, which is approximately four miles long, still retains i ts original 193 T 
concrete pavement. The hi&way section was the main automobile mute in that part of Clark County from 
the time of its paving in 193 I until the current U.S. 67 was built adjacent to i t  in 1965. As a result, it is 
therefore eligible for nomination under Criterion A for its association with the development, of Arkansas 
highway culture. OM Arkansas 51, Curtis to Gum Springs, is being submitted to the National Register of 
Historic Places under the multiple-property listing "Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture, 
191 0-1 965" in conjunction with the historic context "'Arkansas Highway History and Architecture, 19 10- 
1965 ." 
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VEREAL ROUNDARY DESCNPTION 
Beginning at a point approximately one-ha1 f mile south of the U.S. 67 and Curtis Cemetery Road 
intersection, the a l i p e n t  is located immediately to the west of the current U.S. 67, and follows the current 
highway northeast for approximately four miles to the -4rkansas 26 and U.S. 67 intersection in Gum Springs. 
The widrh of the bounday includes 10 feet on either side of the 193 1 highway ceaterline. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
This boundary contains the most intact portion of the 193 1 a l i m e n t  of Arkansas 5 1 highway alignment in 
Clark County. 
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