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POSTGAME

IN SPORTS: A new line combination proved to be formidable for the UNO Mavericks in a 4-1 hockey exhibition win over British Columbia. Page 3C

BY SAM MCKEWON

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

MADISON, Wis. — Midway
through the fourth quarter, the
outcome beyond doubt, the Wis-
consin student section at Camp
Randall Stadium started a three-
word chant, apt for Nebraska
football’s first night in a new
league.

“Big Ten Football.” Clap, clap,
clap, clap, clap. “Big Ten Foot-
ball.”

Simple. Blunt. And revealing
to a national, prime time TV au-
dience.

Taylor Martinez lost his
touch, the Badgers’ adopted se-
nior leader — Russell Wilson —
stole the show, and the Huskers’
already-maligned defense got
the rudest possible awakening to
a new league.

The result: A 14-13 second-
quarter NU lead careened off
track into the full-on Big Ten
beating fans feared might hap-
pen, a 48-17 Wisconsin win that’s
bound to sendNebraskadropping
like a pond stone in the polls.

“I’m embarrassed how we
played,” head coach Bo Pelini
said. “I apologize to the fans of
Nebraska. That was a joke.”

Said Martinez: “This is one of
the tough ones.”

In front of 81,384 festive-but-
unforgiving fans, all the ghosts
of Huskers’ recent past — turn-
overs and penalties especially —
came back to haunt them.

“We got away from ourselves,”
left tackle Yoshi Hardrick said.
“Turnovers and penalties killed
us, and I don’t think we fought
back in the end. But something
had to wake us up.”

Here are the most painful
smelling salts:

» Nine flags for 80 yards.
Many of those first-half penal-
ties got NU “off schedule,” Pelini
said, and forced the Huskers into
passing downs — and Martinez
into mistakes.

“Penalties killed us again and
again,” said freshman wide re-
ceiver Jamal Turner, who caught
five passes for 84 yards.

Pelini said he didn’t know why
Nebraska, which had committed

SlickWisconsin quarterback Russell Wilson confounds Blackshirts,
while Taylor Martinez’s good start fizzles in flurry of interceptions

CHEESEGREATER
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Wisconsin’s Montee Ball runs past Nebraska’s Cameron Meredith for a 4-yard touchdown at 2:36 of the third quarter, putting the Badgers ahead 41-14. Ball rushed 30 times for 151 yards and four touchdowns.

Pelini apologizes to NU’s fans,
calls first Big Ten showing joke

MADISON, Wis. — Is it too late to
go back to the Big 12?

OK, it wasn’t that bad. But this
wasn’t good. Actually, this was a di-
saster, Bo Pelini’s biggest, consider-
ing it’s his fourth year, with his play-
ers, coaches and way of football.

Here’s how bad Nebraska’s Big
Ten debut was: Late in the 48-17
debacle, the Wisconsin crowd was
cheering “Na-na-na-na, hey, hey,
good-bye!”

The Huskers just got here and
they want them to leave already?

Oh sure, they’re having a good
belly laugh all around the Big 12
today. And know that the other Big
Ten frat members are smiling. They
wanted Husker Power, but the last
thing they wanted was for NU to
waltz in and own the place.

No chance of that. Still, there

Flawed Huskers
exposed; can holes

be plugged?

TomShatel

Nebraska quarterback Taylor Martinez throws a pass late in the second quarter of
the Huskers’ loss to Wisconsin on Saturday in Madison, Wis.

IT CAME TO PASS

Airing it out proves costly for both
Taylor Martinez and the offensive
coordinator, writes Dirk Chatelain.
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FANS FLOCK TO MADISON

Die-hard Husker fans poured into
Madison, Wis., many without

tickets or a place to stay.
News, Page 4A

NEBRASKA-WISCONSIN PHOTOS, VIDEO

See photo showcases of the fans and the action in and around Camp Randall
Stadium inMadison, Wis. Also, see video to get a feel for the atmosphere

around the stadium.Omaha.com/bigred

MOREHUSKERCOVERAGE

See Shatel: Page 15

MORE INSIDE

See a poster of the action from the
Huskers’ first conference showdown
against Wisconsin, a great catch by
the Badgers’ Nick Toon. Page 16C

See Huskers: Page 14


