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(Check One)

X1 Excellent O Good {7 Fair (O Deteriorated

[ Ruins

] Unexposed”

CONDITION _ (Check One)

] Altered [J Unaltered

[J Moved

(Check One)
¥ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known). PHYSICia L ARBEARANCE

The present Meeting House was probably built in 1
native limestone, in the Colonial style. In 1780
eastern wing was added to be used as a school, an

708 of
s, the
d to

replace the original log cabin school on the premises,

In 1867, the interior was damaged by fire but the
walls remained sound and the interior was rebuilt
much as the original. At thisg time a porch was a
cross the entire front of the building,

In 1945, another wing was added to the rear of, th
which is now used as a social room.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) .
7] Pre-Columbian| {1 16th Century . K] 18th Century {3 20th Century
(J 15th Century ) 17th Century "K] 19th Century’ Tt e :

'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1708 1780 1867

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal X} Education {7 Political (3 Urben Planning
O] Prehistoric [T} Engineering K] Religion/Phi- " [ Other (Specity)
X7} Historic 3 Industry losophy . »

T} Agriculture [ Invention {3 Science

[0 Architecture . {3 Landscape [ Sculpture l

O Are Architecture [ Secial/Human-

[0 Commerce O Literature itarian

] Communications O Military [ Theater

] Conservation O Music [ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The first Quakers to own this site were Francis Rawle and James and
Elizabeth Fox, who bought 5327 acres from William Penn in 1686, A-
bout two years later these families moved to Philadelphia and sold
their land to Welsh Quakers.

Before the erection of the present Meeting House, meetings were held
in the homes of friends in the area. As early as 1691, William Penn
wrote from London, 'Commend me to the Friends at Plymouth Meeting."

The first deed for the Meeting property was dated October 6, 1704,
Title was given by Lumly Williams for two pounds to Isaac Price,
William Dickinson, Abraham Dawes and John Roads, elders of the Meetingz °

About this time, friends conducted a school on the premises in a log
cabin, It was the first school in the Township and still flourishes
here. The Meeting played a primary role in organizing and developing
education in the area, David Rittenhouse (clock maker and astronomer)
went to school here and one of his clocks is still in use in the Meeting
House, .

During the Revolutionary War, the Meeting House was used as a hospital
and gathering place for George Washington's troops., There is a letter
_written by Mordecai Gist of Baltimdre, a distinguished officer in the
" American Army. It is headed, "Camp at Plymouth Meeting House, the 13th
day of the 12th month, 1777." This was when the army was at GilphMills,
six days before going to Valley Forge. The letter begins: "I have
these two nights past taken up my quarters in this House of Contemplation.'

Prior to the Emancipation Proclamation, Plymouth Meeting was a hub of
Underground activity, Plymouth Meeting Friends were active in_the
nmovement, Lucretia Mott, while campaigning for the Aboliti¢t F@yemenc,
at Abolition Hall across the road, attended meeting at ; th. é%
Hovenden, internationally known artist, attended meet1 ~ “ﬁHﬁiﬁEﬁﬁ}e \
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in the graveyard.
06l ST 438

| mmaa}




O U S S

B VU Sy )

Bean's, History of Montgomery County

Roberts, Ellwood, Plymouth Meeting

Cranor, Abbie, Research for 200th Anniversary of Plymouth Meeting Friends

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees. Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
o [T TR 46 06T 667 |75 16 48
NE o * » o ’ »
SE (") L '""V - T >°‘ ’ ’ » i “
SW o i . o ’ »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 15——
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: . CODE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: ° ! : CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: °* CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

NA?;E AND TITLE:
Helen Reichart Mirras, Hlstorical Committee

ORGANI ZATION

- Plymouth MeetingﬁHistorical Society

DATE

. : 12/30/69

STREET AND NUMBER:

807 Inverness La

CITY OR TOWN:

Philadel

STATE

w CODE

" As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law’
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

- in the National Register and cerufy that it has been
evaluated according to the cntena and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommende_:d
level of signifi,c‘ance of this nomination is: ]

: " National [ Staté_ g )rLocal fm) .

&3

Py

I

I hereby cert1fy that this property is’ mcluded in the

. National Register. - . =

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

el VAL ATENN ¢4

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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