Character Builder # 3z 2 %

The basic unit of the Chinese lmnguage is the i (5F),

Le a Chinese word. Each zi has a wrilten form

{calted a character, made up of sirokes), a sound

{made up of consonant and vowel) and a meaning

for multiple meanings). When we speak or write

Chinese, we stnng &i together v form terms,

phrases and senfences.

In Pudonghua (the spoken form of Modern Standand

Chinese) aach zi (s pronounced i one of fouwr fones:

I ione: I =  diacritical mark — pitch: 5 to 5,
highast prolonged

2 tone: 2= discritical mark / pitch; 3 fo 5,
midale bo high

I tone: 3= diacritical mark U pitch; 2 to I to 4,
bow to fowest fo high

40 tone; 4 = diacritical mark \ pitch: 5 to L
highas] to lowest)

To pronownce each ri below, follow its pinyin and

the glven tone aumber. Light-sound words, which

have no definite pitch, carmy no diacriticall mark and
are marked by 0.

This waek: Words about halr

Putoenghua pronunciation: fa3
Cantonese pronunciation: faat3
| Meanings: hair on the head

® (radical & biacl, hair drooping) = BB (tou? fad = head's
~hairy: BB (chang? fa3 = long-haired), H ¥ (jan3 fai=
scissors-cut/trim=hair), M (pil tou? sid = loose-hair-four =
The “Beatles™-transliterated) E#H®E (ol tou? sand fa3 =
droop-hair-loosen-hair = keep long, loose hairstyle).

S8 % E (ie? fa3 ful gil = tie-hair-husband-wife) = wedding
couple tying their hair together with a knot, hence B3 (a3 qil
= hair-wife) means legal wife. BRNE (xivd fa3 ru? yin2 =
fine=hair=resemble-clowd) describes woman's rich/beautiful hair,
Bi® (tuol fad = fall-off<hair = balding) person 8 (zhi2 faZ =
plants=hair), uses Fi® (jiad fa3 = false-hair = wig/hair-piece).

& ¥ (luod fal = drop/discard-hair) means Buddhist monk/nun's
tonsure.
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